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HOURS WITH THE BIBLE. 


CHAPTBE L 

THE LAND OF GOSHEN. 

The district of Egypt ‘ which was to be the cradle of the 
Hebrew nation, lay on its north-east frontier, and was thus 
at once nearest Canaan, from which their fathers had come, 
and most isolated from the Egyptian population, to whom 
the presence of foreign nomadic shepherds * was at all times 
distasteful. Shepherd races allied to the Hebrews had, 
moreover, already largely settled in it, and were thus, 
virtually, a protection to the side of the Nile valley lying 
open towards Asia, which had no other safeguard than the 
fortified wall between Suez and the Mediterranean. The 
precise position of Goshen is not mentioned in the Bible, 
but it is certain, on various grounds, that it lay as above 
stated. Thus, Josephus brethren were required to halt, on 
entering it, till Pharaoh had been seen and had expressed 
his pleasure concerning them ; and there is no mention of 
the Nile having been passed to reach it, or of the Hebrews 
having re-crossed that river at the Exodus.* They were, 

1 Lengerke derlTos Egypt from Suacrit. Aguptas = ** The protected.** Kenaan^ p. 
851. 

* The Coptic word for ehepherd means also a ** disgrace.** Dictionary cfthc DMt, 
art. Goshen.'* The Copts are the descendants of the ancient Egyptians- 

> Other proofs are giren in DurcA ffoterit pp. 506 it. 
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moreover, near the Eed Sea, for a few marches brought 
them to it. Further, the Egyptian nome " or district 
Qesem — name almost identical with Gesen or Gesem, used 
for Goshen in the Greek version — in the region otherwise 
suggested as that assigned to Jacob and his tribe, lay on the 
north-east of the country. 

According to Ebers,' the limits of this tract stretched 
southwards in a narrow tongue, almost to the present Cairo, 
on the west side of the Tanitic branch of the Nile, which 
formed, in fact, its western boundary to the sea. On the 
south, on the other hand, it bent north-eastwardly from 
Cairo to the line of the present Suez Canal, which, however, 
it presently crossed, reaching the Mediterranean at Pelu- 
sium, where the ancient fortified wall from Suez abutted on 
the shore. But any exact knowledge of the boundaries is 
perhaps, as yet, impossible, if we may judge from the con- 
troversy respecting them.* 

The latest conclusions on this point identify the present 
village of Saft-el Henneh, on the south side of the railway 
from Cairo to Ismailia, about half way between Zagazig, once 
Bubastis, and Tel el Kebir, with Phacusa, the ancient 
capital of Goshen. The Greek Bible calls the Hebrew 
district Gesen of Arabia,^’ that is, of the political division 
of the Delta known as the ^^nome of Arabia. The Egyp- 
tian name of Phacusa would be Pa Kes," the temple 
of Kes,” a name twice found on the shrine of the sanctuary 
of Saft-el Henneh by M. E. Naville. In Phacusa the 
second half, cusa,” is believed to be identical with the first 
syllable of Goshen, which the Greeks spelt Gesen, which 
is similar to Kes " in the Egyptian Pa Kes," the native 

> Map in Dureh Gosen, p. 72. 

* Ebers, Durch Gosen, pp. 508 ff Brngach, History qfSqypU vol. ii. p. 889. 
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name of Phacusa, The district first assigned to the 
Hebrews is believed by M. Naville, on the strong ground of 
the result of careful exploration of the local remains, to 
have been the country round Saft, within the triangle 
formed by the villages of Saft, Belbeis, and Tel el Kebir. 
The belief of Ebers and Brugsch that the village of Fakoos 
was Phacusa, is rejected by M. Xaville from the want of 
correspondence between its site and the requirements of 
the position of the real Phacusa, as indicated by ancient 
notices. The name, indeed, is similar, but there are other 
cases in which the same name is used of two places by our- 
selves. The part given to Josephus brethren was, appar- 
ently, only a centre from which they spread, and became 
equivalent to the wider tract known in the Greek Bible as 
tlie land of Eameses.^^ When the Hebrews settled in 
Egypt under the last Hyksos kings, Goshen seems, from in- 
cidental peculiarities of ancient lists and descriptions of the 
divisions of the country, to have been, as yet, uncultivated, 
and neither divided among Egyptians, nor regularly settled 
and governed : a tract of waste land, we may suppose, suffi- 
ciently watered to produce good pasturage, and capable, 
through industry, to be in the end exceptionally fertile. 
From its position and state it could thus be assigned to for- 
eigners without despoiling the native population. Phacusa, 
M. Naville thinks identical with the city of Eameses, but 
hesitates to regard this as established.' 

Goshen is praised by Pharaoh, in the audience granted to 
Joseph,* as ranking with the best of the land, which implies 
its extreme fertility ; but it must also have been well suited 
for pasture. Long neglect has now reduced it to a barren 


» Goehm and Saff-el Henneh^ bv Ed. Navillc, etc., pp. 14-20. E^ryptian Explore 
tkm 8ocie(j. > Ocn. xlvii 6, 11. 
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desert of sand and loose stone, powdered with a salt efflores- 
cence from the soil ; but the proof of its ancient richness is 
seen along the banks of the fresh-water canal, led by Lesseps 
from the Nile to the great Suez Canal. I have repeatedly 
travelled by the railway which runs alongside of it, and found 
that, alike at the stations where we stopped and throughout 
the whole journey, wherever water reaches, by irrigation 
from this, Goshen blossoms into wild beauty,* showing that 
moisture alone is needed to make the whole landscape a 
succession of luxuriant meadows and golden cornfields. 
Nothing could better illustrate the force of Napoleon^s 
remark that, under a good government, the Nile invades the 
Desert, but under a bad one the Desert invades the Nile. 
Thus the field of Zoan," that is, the country round about 
the city of Eameses-Tanis, in this region — ^a district an- 
ciently so fertile and well-watered as to recall to the 
Hebrews the glories of the garden of Eden * — is now a deso- 
late sandy plain, covered with gigantic ruins of columns, 
pillars, sphinxes, and stones of buildings. By a singular 
good fortune, a letter of an Egjrptian scribe has been pre- 
served, which describes it as it was in the time of the 
Hebrew oppression. arrived,^' says the writer, ^^at the 
city of Eameses-Tanis, and found it a very charming place, 
with which nothing in or around Thebes can compare. 
The se^t of the court is here. It is pleasant to live in. 
Its fields are full of good things, and life passes in constant 
plenty and abundance. It has a daily market. Its canals 
are rich in fish : its lakes swarm with birds ; its meadows 
are green with vegetables : there is no end of the lentils, 
and melons which taste like honey grow in its irrigated 
fields. Its barns are full of wheat and dhourra, and reach as 

* Dwrch GoMft, p. 31. • Qen. ziii. la 
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high as heaven.’ Onions and leeks grow in bunches in the 
enclosures. The vine, the almond-tree, and the fig-tree 
grow in the gardens. There is plenty of sweet wine, the 
produce of Egypt, which they mix with honey. The red 
fish is in the Lotus canal ; the Borian fish in the ponds ; 
many kinds of Bori fish, besides carp and pike, in the canal 
of Pu-harotha : * fat-fish and Kephli-pennu fish in the pools 
of the inundation : the Hanaz fish in the full mouth of the 
Nile, near Tanis. The pool of Horus furnishes salt, the 
Panhura lake nitre. Their ships enter the harbour ; plenty 
and abundance are perpetual. He rejoices who has settled 
here. The reedy lake is full of lilies : that of Pshensor is 
gay with papyrus fiowers. Fruits from the nurseries: 
fiowers from the gardens : festoons from the vineyards ; 
birds from the ponds, are dedicated to the feasts of Bang 
Bameses. Those who live near the sea come with fish. 
Feasts in honour of the heavenly bodies and of the great 
events of the seasons interest the whole population. The 
youth are perpetually clad in festive attire, with fij^e oil qm 
their heads of freshly curled hair. On the day when 
Rameses II. — the w^r_god Muth, o^^e^th — came to^ th^ 
cjjjy, they stood at their doors with branches of fiowers in 
their hands, and garlands (on their heads). All the people 
were assembled, neighbour with neighbour, to bjjng forward 
their complaints. Girls trained in the singing schools of 
Memphis filled the air with songs. The wine was delicious : 
the cider was like sugar : the sherbet, like almonds mixed 
with honey. There was beer from Galilee (Kati) in the 

> This expresfion showt that the language of .the Jewish apleB dwcriblng the 
Amorlte town of Paleatine aa walled up to heaven, waa a common Oriental hyperbole 
for anything very high. Bee Bent. i. S8. 

> One of these fish la said to come from the river Pichartar— the Euphrates— of 
course salted. 
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port (brought in ships from Palestine) : wine from the 
vineyards : with sweet refreshments from Lake Sagabi : 
and garlands from the orchards. They sat there with joy- 
ful heart, or walked about without ceasing. King Bameses 
Miamun w^ the god they celebrated thus.^^* 

Such was one part of Goshen at the time of the Exodus ; 
but thirty-six centuries have seen a wonderful transforma- 
tion of the scene, once so full of warm life and natural 
beauty. On the banks of the sweet-water canal, which 
now runs eastwards through the Wady Tumilat to the Suez 
Canal — at a spot where the vestiges of an ancient canal still 
remain — near Maschuta, there stands an immense block of 
granite, representing on its front face, in relief, a Pharaoh 
sitting between the gods Ea and Turn. It is no other than 
Eameses II., for his name occurs six times in the inscrip- 
tion on the back of the block. The remains of innumerable 
bricks made of the mud of the Kile, mixed with straw, and 
stamped with his cipher, lie around — the wreck of the old 
wall of the city of Pithom. It was reserved to our day to 
open the shapeless mounds which rise within, and lay bare 
the long buried secrets of the ancient city. 

Egypt, as Herodotus truly said, is the gift of the Nile.^^ 
The fertilizing mud deposited by the yearly overflow of the 
great river, and its quickening waters, led everywhere over 
the soil, have from the remotest ages created a long ribbon 
of the richest green along the banks ; in many places, espe- 
cially in Upper Egypt, not more than two miles across, and 
seldom more than ten, including the river, which is from 
2,000 to 4,000 feet broad. A few miles horth of Cairo, how- 
ever, the magnificent stream, after a course of over 4,000 

1 Anastasi Papyrus^ 111. plate i. 11. Translated by C. W. Goodwin, M A., in 
Becords qf the Past, vol. vl. pp. 11-16 ; and Bmirscb BtsUry qfMgy^ il pp 
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miles, divides into tve:o channels, now called the Bosetta 
and Damietta branches, which determine the extent of 
cultivable land ; fertility stretching from their banks as far 
as the waters of the yearly inundation spread or can be 
diffused. It was the belief in ancient Egypt that when 
Memphis was founded, as they believed, thirty centuries be- 
fore the time of Eameses II., all the country except near 
Thebes in Upper Egypt was more or less a marsh, and that 
below Lake Moeris, which is much higher up the river than 
Cairo, the whole country was under water. As late as a 
hundred and fifty years after Christ, the geographer Ptol- 
emy does not show any land further north than about the 
latitude of Zoan, which is not easy to understand, since Zoan 
Tanis was a capital of Lower Egypt as far back as the times 
of the Hyksos, that is, in Joseph s day. The natives, in fact, 
believed that what is now called the Delta was originally 
a bay of the Mediterranean, which is no doubt the fact, as it 
grows even now, at the rate of about a mile in sixty years. 
Old mouths of the river have consequently been filled up 
for ages, as in the case of one which ran near Ismaila, but 
had already been filled up in Necho^s time, six hundred 
years before Christ, causing him to replace it by a canal. In 
the days of the Hebrew settlement in Egypt, the Pelusiac 
branch of the river, which formed the western boundary of 
Goshen, parted from the main stream at a point above that 
at which the Damietta branch leaves it, but it has for ages 
been choked up. 

Four thousand years ago, the rich landscape thus created 
by the mud of the Nile overflow, though of much less ex- 
tent than at present, must have been in many respects like 
the Delta * of to-day, which shows well-nigh interminable 

> Delta is the Greek letter of that name, A ; used for the land formed at the mouth 
of a river from the shape of the two being similar. 
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fields of maize, cotton, sugar-cane, and other produce, culti- 
vated by the fellahln, and irrigated by little water-wheels, 
through channels often email enough to be opened or closed 
by the foot; unspeakably wretched roads of dykes, from 
amidst clumps of palms, and marked by great dove-towers, 
often ruinous enough. In ancient times the whole region 
must have been filled with busy life and a strange civiliza- 
tion. The first Egyptian monarchy had its seat at Memphis 
ages before Jacob’s day, and the kings of the Old Empire 
who flourished there,, had left monuments of their greatness, 
which were old in the times of the patriarch, and still 
astonish the world. Huge dykes, like those of Holland, were 
made by them, to keep the Nile from flooding the cities, 
which, themselves, were built on artificial mounds raised high 
above the level of the annual inundations. The turquoise 
mines of the Sinai peninsula had been discovered and were 
vigorously worked. The forced labour of tens of thousands 
had built the gigantic masses of the pyramids, of limestone 
from the quarries of the neighbouring Arabian hills, cased 
with huge blocks of granite from Assouan, at the first 
cataracts, far up the river; wonderfully polished, and cut 
with an exactness which modem skill still envies.* The 
great Sphinx, cut out of the living rock, a temple excavated 
between its paws, and its awful head rising a hundred feet 
into the air, stood then in all its majesty, for Thothmes IV. 
had in those days cleared away the sand by which it had in 
the course of centuries been in a measure overwhelmed. 
A vast series of tombs, hewn out of the rock, beneath 

1 The causeway to bring the etone to the Great Pyramid, from the Kile, employed 
100,000 men, relieved every three months, for ten years, or, in all, 4,000,000 men ; and 
twenty years more were spent, with the labour, in each, of 860,000 men, in building 
the pyramid itaelf Thus, in all, 7,000,000 men toiled in forced labour to rear this 
amaaing monument Ma^pero, HiaUfire Andenne. 
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the soil, stretched far and wide on the plateau of the 
Libyan Hills, a league west of Memphis — above the reach 
of the inundation — a series of subterranean palaces, which 
already awed the patriarch Job, as the ‘‘desolate places ‘ 
which kings and counsellors of^the earth had built |or 
thgmselves.” The landscape, everywhere, had been inter- 
sected with canals of irrigation, and lines of dykes, along 
which traffic might continue to pass freely during the inun- 
dations. But the Ancient Empire had passed away long be- 
fore Jacob settled in Goshen, and dynasties had succeeded it 
under which Egypt steadily advanced in population, wealth, 
and general development ; till, in the centuries of the He- 
brew settlement, civilization in its highest forms, as under- 
stood in the valley of the Nile, surrounded the immigrants 
on every hand. 

The dead level of a river delta must always have made 
the landscapes of Goshen, in some respects, monotonous. 
But even a flat surface, when broken by towns and villages, 
and diversified by trees rising from amidst a prospect of 
varied fertility, may have quiet charms of its own, as we see 
in not a few views of town and country in Holland. 

The year was ^i^tually divided into three seasons ; that in 
which the cities and hamlets rose like islands above the uni- 
versal sea of Nile waters, with the dykes and elevated roads 
stretching out like threads between : then, the months in 
which the fields and pastures were in their glory, falling in 
what are our winter months, which in Egypt are so delight- 
ful as to make life, in itself, an enjoyment. No one, indeed, 
can tell their delightfulness who has not been in the coun- 
try at this season. And finally, a time of scorching heat 

1 Job iii. 14. Olaluiiiaen. Bwald and Meix translate it “pyramids De Wetta, 
“ funeral monuments.** 
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and hardened, gtone-like ground, when the moisture of the 
yearly inundation had been dried up by the sun. But 
even at this season, Egypt has charms all its own. The 
morning is deliciously cool, and through the day the sun 
pours a flood of dazzling splendour from a cloudless sky of 
the deepest azure, while the transparent air brings out even 
distant objects with wondrous clearness, through an atmos- 
phere trembling as if heated over a flame. Both at morning 
and evening, the play of the light sheds countless tints of 
gold, or rose, or violet, on the clouds or on the Arabian 
hills. A sunset at Suez, described by Ebers, and similar to 
others I myself have watched, was doubtless like many 
gazed at with wonder by the Hebrews in the Delta. The 
water quivered in still lovelier colours than at noon, and 
the finely-formed Ataka hills on the west shore, stretching 
away to the south till they seemed to fade into the glowing 
horizon, were bathed in blue and violet mists, which, after a 
time, gave place to a splendour of colour that I never saw 
elsewhere on the Mle. The mountains looked as if they 
were a molten mass of blended pomegranate and amethyst, 
and, as such, mirrored themselves in the waves which ran 
up to their feet — ebbing and retiring, moment by mo- 
ment.” ‘ 

But even night in Egypt, compared with that of other 
lands, is a dream of beauty ; for the moon shiUes out with 
wondrous brightness, and, in her absence, unnumbered stars 
make the heavens white with glory. 

The villages and hamlets of the Delta in Jacobis day, as 
now, were built on mounds raised high enough to protect 
from the yearly inundation, the mud huts of which they 

1 Burak C/osen, p. 67. Burton no less glowingly paints the colours of the atmos- 
phere in Egypt, at sunset and sunrise. PilgriTnage to Meccah, p. 109. It must, 
indeed, strike ereiy one who liTes for any length of time on the Nile. 
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consisted. Canals, led from the Pelusiac branch of the 
Nile, and, subdivided into numberless lesser channels and 
rivulets, covered the landscape with a vast net-work of irri- 
gation, and made it impossible to pass from one place to 
another except along the dykes; which at once regulated 
the admission of the yearly flood and supplied the country 
with practicable roads. Creaking water-wheels, turned by 
buffaloes, asses, or camels, raised water night and day into 
the canals, from the lower bed of the Nile, even then, sunk 
in the dry season, beneath deep banks of the fertilizing soil 
it has deposited in the course of countless ages ; banks, 
necessarily, much deeper and higher now. High palms 
marked from a distance the raised liamlets, lofty dove-cots, 
always near each other, serving as a second characteristic ; 
for the huts of to-day are indistinguishable till one ap- 
proaches them, and in a country so unchanging they have 
doubtless been always the same. Simple in the extreme, 
they consist of only two rooms, except in rare cases, and are 
built only of the mud dried into bricks in the hot sun — a 
few days sufi&cing to raise them from the ground to the roof. 
.Such a landscape is inevitably monotonous, but it is relieved 
by the variety of the produce on every hand ; and canals, 
l)alras, water-wheels, villages, camels, flocks of birds in the 
waters and meadows, and the almost naked, sunburnt fellahs 
— poor and wretched beyond measure, amidst the infinite 
bounty of nature — keep awake the interest of the modem 
traveller. 

The condition of the peasantry seems always to have been 
miserable in Egypt, though it may have been much less so 
among the Hebrews in an isolated district like Goshen. 
But even as far back as the time of Cheops, the builder of 
the Great Pyramid, long before Abraham visited the Nile 
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valley, there had been a huge clamour of the oppressed 
against the oppressor, from one end of the land to the 
other ; a cry of anguish and bitter agony which since that 
time has often risen from Egypt. The will of the tyrant 
has always ruled, whether it ordered the building of the 
Great Pyramid or the making a barrage for the Nile. The 
land may have changed its religion, its language, and its 
population ; the lot of the fellah has been always the same 
whether a Pharaoh,* a Sultan, or a Pacha reigned. No 
Wonder that statues of Cheops, broken and dishonoured, 
have been discovered in our day near the Temple of the 
Sphinx, in deep wells, into which they had been ignomin- 
V)usly thrown, ages ago, in popular risings against his 
\yranny.* In the days of Abraham it was the same as in 
the then long-vanished Ancient Empire. The capital had 
been transferred from Memphis, in the north, to Thebes, in 
the south, but the working classes as well as the peasants 
had still a very hard lot. Shrinking before the stick of the 
taskmaster, which was constantly over them, they had to 
toil from morning to night, to gain a meagre support for 
themselves and their households. A letter of this era, from 
n scribe to his son, trying to induce him to follow learning 
rather than a trade, paints the condition of the blacksmith, 
the metal-worker, the stone-cutter, and the quarry-man, the 
barber, the boatman, the mason, the weaver,* the maker of 
irms, the courier, the dyer, and the shoemaker as alike to 
oe pitied.* Yet Ebers has given us a sketch of the crowd at 
rhebes in the time of Moses, which, in part at least, corrob- 
)rate8 the scribe. Under a wide-spreading sycamore,” 
jays he, vender of eatables, spirituous drinks, and acids 

1 The name Pharaoh Is now eqniyalent, among the Arabs, to tyrant.'* Bmtoo 

• Mariette, Lettre dM.le VieomU de Bouge^ p. 7. 

• Kaapero, p. 1S8. This letter is there giyen in full. 
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for cooling the water, had set up his stall, and close to him 
a crowd of boatmen and drivers shouted and disputed as 
they passed the time in eager games of morra. Many sailors 
lay on the decks of the vessels, others on the shore : here in 
the thin shade of a palm-tree, there in the full blaze of the 
sun ; from whose burning rays they protected themselves 
by spreading over their faces the cotton cloths which served 
them for cloaks. 

Between the sleepers passed bondmen and slaves, brown 
and black, in long files, one behind the other, bending 
under the weight of heavy burdens, which had to be con- 
veyed to their destination at the temples, for sacrifice, or 
to the desders in various wares. Builders dragged blocks of 
stone, which had come from the quarries of Chennu and 
Suan, on sledges, to the site of a new temple; labourers 
poured water under the runners that the heavily loaded 
and dried wood should not take fire. 

All these working men were driven with sticks by their 
overseers, and sang at their labours ; but the voices of the 
leaders sounded muffled and hoarse, though, when, after 
their frugal meal, they enjoyed an hour of repose, they 
might be heard loud enough. Their parched throats refused 
to sing in the noontide of their labour. Thick clouds of 
gnats followed these tormented gangs, who with dull and 
spirit-broken endurance suffered alike the stings of the 
insects and the blows of their drivers.”* 

The children of the poor lived, to a great extent, on the 
pith of the papyrus plant, and bread made of the pounded 
seeds of the lotus flower,* and radishes, onions, and garlic 

' Diarda, toI. i. p. 61. 

* Varda, p. 197. Dlodorae eajB that a child did not cost its parents 90 drachms, 
abcmt flftm shilllngB, for food and clothing till it was a good size. The lotus and 
papjms grew wild in vast qaantitles« and children ran about naked. 
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were the staple food of their parents * But in Goshen, at 
least, the Hebrews had fish for the catching, and cucumbers, 
melons, and leeks,** which "'are still the food of the humbler 
Egyptians, though the fish now used is salt.® The Nile 
indeed was, and still is, wondrously rich in fish, and in no 
country do melons and other fruits and vegetables of the 
climate grow more luxuriantly. When the river shrinks 
back into its bed, all useful grains and plants shoot up with 
marvellous rapidity and vigour. Wheat, barley, spelt, maize, 
haricot beans, lentils, peas, flax, hemp, onions, scallions, 
citrons, cucumbers, melons, almost cumber the ground. 
The lotus, in Josephus day, floated on the waters, and in- 
numerable waterfowl built their nests among the papyrus 
reeds along the banks. Between the river or its branch, 
and the far-off desert, lay wide fields. Near the brooks and 
water-wheels rose shady sycamores and groves of date-palms 
carefully tended. The fruitful plain, indeed, watered and 
manured every year by the inundation, was framed in the 
desert like a garden flower-bed within its gravel path. 

Memphis,^ the capital of the empire in the time of 
Joseph, lay on the west side of the Nile, about 12 miles 
south of the present Cairo, and about 20 south of the great 
Temple- and University-city of On or Heliopolis; the 
Jerusalem of Egypt. Protected on the east, by the Nile, 
against attacks from Arabia, Assyria, Persia, and even 
Scythia, to which that frontier was always exposed, it had 

1 Uarda^ vol. i. p. 808. 1,600 talents = £860,000 worth, were consumed during the 
building of the Great Pyramid. Herod., ii. 125. Plin., JV, xxzvi. 17. 

* Norn. xi. 6. 

s Lane's Modem Egyptians^ toI. i. p. 207. Burton says that garlic and onions are 
always specially in favour in lands liable to fevers and agues, as natural preventives. 
Pilgrimage to Meccah, p. 28. 

* BUne ^gypt. KIMLgetgKkUr.^ vol. i pp. 55-57, 210, 212. Memphis was dedicated 
to the goddess Ptah ; the word means “ The home of Ptah.** Lengerke, p. 850. 
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>n the west only the feeble Libyan tribes, separated from it 
by a range of hills, and was thus comparatively safe. The 
plain on which it was built, though resting on the limestone 
rock, was originally a marsh ; but an embankment raised in 
remote antiquity by Menes, the founder of the Ancient 
Empire, cut off the overflow of the Nile, and the swamps 
were drained into neighbouring lakes, which, with the river, 
surrounded the city with a strong defence of water. 

The area of Memphis, like that of all Eastern cities, was 
large in proportion to its population, embracing a circuit of 
at least 15 miles,* but in this was included much open 
ground laid out as gardens, besides space for public build- 
ings, temples, and palaces, and the barracks of the garrison, 
in the fortress known as the White Castle. Within the 
wall, with its ramparts and bastions, which formed the for- 
tiflcations of the city, stood the old palace of the kings, a 
stately structure of brick, with courts, corridors, chambers, 
and halls without number ; veranda-like out-buildings of 
gaily painted wood ; and a magnificent pillared banquefing 
hall. Verdurous gardens surrounded it, and a whole host 
of labourers tended the flower beds and shady alleys, the 
shrubs and the trees ; or kept the tanks clean and fed the 
fish in them.* The mound which curbed the inundations of 
the Nile was so essential to the very existence of the city, 
that even the Persians, who destroyed or neglected the other 
great works of the country, annually repaired it.* The cli- 
mate was wonderfully healthy, and the soil beyond measure 
fertile, while the views from the walls were famous among 
both the Greeks and Romans. Bright green meadows 
stretched round the city, threaded everywhere by canals thick 

> Diodoni9, i 50. 150 stodift. • Sben, Tht SUUrSy toI. i. p. ISO. 

* Herod., ii. 99. 
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with beds of the lotus flower. Trees of such girth that three 
men could not encircle them with outstretched arms, rose in 
clumps ; the wide gardens supplied Rome with roses even in 
winter, and the gay vineyards yielded wine of which poets 
sang.* Its position, moreover, in the narrows of Egypt, 
where the Arabian and Libyan hills, hitherto girding in 
the narrow valley of the river, begin to diverge and form 
the Delta, gave Memphis the command of all the trade of the 
country, both up and down the stream. 

It may have been surpassed in the grandeur of its temples 
by Thebes,* the capital of the Middle Empire, in southern 
Egypt, but that city had fewer of them, and it had ho such 
public or commercial buildings. A spacious and beautiful 
temple in Memphis honoured the goddess Isis, while that of 
the sacred bull. Apis, famous for its colonnades, its oracle, 
and its processions, was the cathedral of Egypt, attracting 
countless worshippers and maintaining a numerous, rich, and 
learned priesthood. Apis, or Hapi — to the Egyptians, the 
most perfect expression of divinity in an animal form — ^had, 
moreover, a second temple, also, in the necropolis — after- 
wards enlarged and called the Serapeion — in which was the 
Kilometer, for recording the yearly rise of the inundation. 
But the Temple of Ptah, the Egyptian Vulcan, to whom 
the scarabseus beetle was sacred, was the most ancient local 
shrine. Its great northern court had been erected before 
Josephus day, and Eameses the Third afterwards raised in H 
si^ colossal portrait statues, of himself, his queen, and their 
four sons. One of these which I saw, 45 feet high, still lies, 
overthrown, in an open grove of palms, among the mounds 
of ruin, in a pool of water left by the inundations, which 

^ M. Pliny, xiil. 10 ; xvi. 21. Martisl, vi. 80. Athenmis, 1 SO. 

^ Thebes « No Amon Home of Amon. Gesenins, Thts. 
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always^ year by year, cover the spot — its back upwards and 
the name of Eameses on the belt — ^the last memorial of the 
great king. Spacious and magnificent eastern^ western^ and 
southern courts were added in later but still ancient tunes* 
It was at Memphis that Herodotus, nearly 1,500 years after 
Josephus death,* made his longest stay in Egypt, and thither 
came, from time to time, many of the sages of antiquity to 
learn the sciences and philosophy for which its priests were 
famous. 

The scanty remains of the city are strewn over a large 
space, but consist only of a few blocks of granite, broken 
pottery, and fragments of brick ; for successive generations 
have, age after age, used ite ruins as a great quarry for all 
kinds of buildings. But the plain amid which Memphis 
stood is still, as of old, wide and fertile ; the level of it 
pleasantly varied here and there by a succession of palm 
groves which run out to the bank of the river, and in some 
cases spring from richly green surroundings. Behind these 
groves and the outlying plain rise the pink and yellow Afri- 
can hills, beyond which again, fourteen miles to the north- 
west, rise the great pyramids of Gizeh, kings of Lower 
Egypt ; and between them and Memphis, still on the low 
plateau of rock west of the Nile, behind the plain stretching 
to the river, four other groups of smaller but still gigantic 
pyramids looked down, like hills, on the sacred city. But 
these were only sentinel towers, after all, over a population 
of the dead beneath the plain, immeasurably greater than 
that which streamed through the busy streets of the huge 
Metropolis. The whole ground, a shelf of rock beneath the 
rich soil, is honeycombed for well-nigh forty miles with the 
mummy tombs of ancient Memphis, and the region about it 

• Joseph WAS takeu to Egypt cinM b c . 101:^ (Hod area B.c. 400. 

VOL. n.~s 



18 


THE LAND OF GOSHEN, 


— the vast bulk of their inmates, numbering millions, lying 
embalmed in roQk-cijt chambers known as mummy pits, 
where they are huddled together in interminable rows and 
stacks, sometimes near the surface, but often deep down, 
with shaft-like entrances to their dismal resting-places. But 
human remains are not the only tenants of this amazing 
cemetery. Vast galleries are found, once filled with mum- 
mies of ibises, in red jars, now in many cases emptied of 
their contents. 

But the greatest wonder of the Memphis necropolis is the 
gallery in which stand the tombs of the sacred bulls, and 
these tombs themselves. How strange a light does it throw 
on the religious ideas of that world in which Israel lived 
while on the Nile, to wander through that vast avenue of 
the sepulchres of deified oxen ! These tombs open from 
long galleries hewn out in the rock, as high and broad as 
huge tunnels, great side-chambers running out from their 
sides say every fifty yards, in high-arched vaults, under each 
of which reposes the most magnificent sarcophagus that can 
be conceived. The vaults are about twenty-six feet high, 
and are paved and roofed with wrought stone from th€^ 
quarries of the Mokatta hills, not far off. The whole series 
reaches a length of three hundred and eighty yards, along 
which arch after arch, into which you have to descend a little 
from the central gallery, was once tenanted by a mummied 
ox-god. In twentj-fqur of the chambers, indeed, the huge 
sarcophagi still remain ; monster coffins about thir^n feet 
long, seven feet wide, and eleven high, and weighing not 
less than sixty-five tons. Many are of black or red granite, 
polished like glass, and cut out of one block : some are of 
limestone equally well finished. The galleries now open, 
date from about the time when the Israelites were in Egypt, 
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but others^ still closed, are nearly four thousand years old. 
The mummy once laid in its place, the entrance to the 
chamber was walled up, but worshippers still came to en- 
grave their names, and prayers to the dead Apis, on the wall, 
or on the rock close by. Abraham had perhaps seen the 
processions of this strange worship, for it was already ancient 
in his day,* and it survived to the last periods of Egyptian 
history, when, Christianity having dispersed the priests, the 
tombs were abandoned after having been violated, and were 
then gradually buried beneath the sands of the desert. It 
was reserved to M. Mariette to bring them again to light in 
1851, after an oblivion of more than 1,400 years.* 

But everything is wonderful round Memphis. You wfdk 
for miles over the high drifted sand, under which countless 
grand tombs, built on the rock, have for thousands of years 
been buried. The whole surface of the ground is strewn 
with fragments of pottery in countless millions : a character- 
istic of the sites of all ancient oriental cities and towns. 
The mummy pits underneath are filled for acre after acre, 
and mile after mile, with the shrivelled remains of innumer- 
able dead, but present no attractions except the ghastly 
horrors of a boundless charnel house. Here and there an 
entrance has been scooped out in the sand to built tombs, 
over which the drift from the desert lies deep, and some of 
these are of intense interest. One, rising in what was once 
a long street of tombs, though completely covered up on its 
exterior, so that it looks more like a subterranean rock-cut 
tomb than a building on the ancient surface of the ground, 
is very striking. To enter it I had to go down a slope of 
sand; but the whole interior has been cleared, and is in 

> It was establidied by iha second king of the Second Dynasty. Maspeio, p. SO. 

* Harlette, JfiSnioifv stir la Jf^ cT Apfo, 1868. 
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perfect preservation. It] is the Mastaba/^ or built tomb 
of one Ti," who lived about 4,500 years ago — that is, long 
before Abraham^s day. Nothing could exceed the beauty or 
truth to nature of the countless sculptures in very low 
relief, just standing out, in fact, and no more than that, 
from the stone on which they are carved. Ti himself stood 
before me in his wig, and false beard, and necklace, and 
kilt pointed in front and carefully set out in its plaits and 
narrow foldings : a long staff in one hand and in the other 
his baton of office, for he was a dignitary of the highest 
rank, in his lifetime. His wife, the beloved of her hus- 
band," stands often at his side in the many repetitions of his 
presentation, and with them are their two sons, who were 
princes " through the high birth of their mother, for Ti 
himself was of humble origin. On the various walls the 
whole story of Egyptian life in these remote times is told with 
inimitable skill in the endless figures and scenes portrayed. 
The killing of the ox for sacrifice or food ; the details of 
kitchen mysteries, fattening geese, feeding the pigeons, 
cranes, and other fowls of the poultry yard ; laden barges 
taking com down the Nile, for sale ; the wild creatures of 
the eastern or western hills seen from the tomb ; a statue of 
Ti borne on a sledge to the place where it is to be set up, 
the slaves pouring water on the runners to ease the friction ; 
a picture of the domestic bake-house and pottery ; harvest 
scenes, showing every detail of agriculture from the treading 
in of the grain by the feet of oxen driven over the soil 
still wet from the overflow of the Nile, to the last incidents 
of the harvest ; shipbuilding scenes, from the hewing of the 
trees of which the vessels are to be built, to their calking, as 
they rest on the stocks, with all the tools used in the various 
stages. Carpenters, masons, sculptors, glass-blowers, chair- 
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makers^ leather-workers, water-carriers — all have their sep- 
arate illustrations, as members of the great man^s establish- 
ment, which was complete in itself, trained slaves doing all 
that was needed, of whatever kind. Hunting and fishing 
have their minute representations, showing the pleasures of 
the country life of the rich to have been just the same then 
as now. We can, indeed, restore the Egypt of the patri- 
archs with wonderful fulness from the walls of this single 
tomb ; and it is necessary to keep in mind its revelations if 
we would bring before our minds the country in which the 
Hebrews lived, and from which they broke away, under 
Moses. 

On, or Heliopolis, the City of the Sun, according to 
Ebers, marked the southern limit of Goshen, as Zoan or 
Tanis, its northern, on the west side. It was there that 
Joseph found his Egyptian bride, the daughter of the high 
priest of its great temple, and it was as the priest Osarsiph, 
of this sanctuary, that Moses, probably by a confusion of 
his name with that of Joseph, was handed down by the 
Egyptians in their traditions. ‘ 

That Hebrews lived in On in the times of the Oppression 
can hardly be doubted, for a papyrus still gives us the names 
of the civil and military officers charged, in the reign of 
Rameses III., about one hundred years after the Exodus, 
with the oversight of 2,083 Hebrews residing there ; de- 
scendants, very probably, of some who failed to make their 
escape with their brethren, or chose to remain behind. It 
was in some respects the very metropolis of Egyptian religion 
and wisdom,^^ for the most famous University of the land 
flourished in it, and the old Sun-god Ra was the local divin- 
ity of the Heliopolitan ^^nome;”* the name On meaning 
1 Jof.,c. S6. • Mm JEgypU Ki)nigitoehUr^ toI. i. p.ML 
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'^the Biin.”* The setting sun. Turn, was, however, also 
worshipped as the luminary of the Nether World, with Shu, 
the son of Ka, and Tafnet, his lion-headed daughter, Osiris, 
Isis, Hathor, and the cat-headed divinity. Bast. Nor did 
even these exhaust the pantheon of On. It was also the 
seat of the worship of the phosnix, an imaginary bird, fa- 
mous in Egyptian mythology, and of the sacred calf, Mnevis,* 
the rival of the sacred bull Apis, of Memphis, which was 
said to have sprung from it. It had had its shrine at On 
since the long past days of the Second Dynasty. Sacred 
lions were also worshipped in honour of the goddess Tafnet. 
Worse than all, however, in Josephus time, and till after the 
expulsion of the Hyksos, human sacrifices of red-haired 
foreign captives were offered to Typhon, the red god of evil, 
and to Sati.* 

The temple was in its full glory in the days of Joseph, 
and during the centuries of the Hebrew sojourn. Great 
colleges of priests lived in chambers specially built for them 
within its holy precincts, and, besides taking charge of the 
sacred animals, attended to the services of the many gods 
honoured in its worship. In addition to these, there were 
numbers of learned priests connected with the medical, 

1 The Greek name of the city of On —Heliopolis— meana, **the City of the Snn,'' 
and it had an equivalent name in Egyptian, Ir-ba-Kherea, *‘the City of the Sun ; " a 
name on which Isaiah (six. 18) plays by saying it shall become the city of the 
destruction'' of idols, Ir-ha-heres. Jeremiah calls it Beth-Shemesh, “the house of 
the Sun-god ''— Jer. xliii. 18— and Ezekiel changes the Egyptian word Oii into the 
Hebrew word Aven, “ nothingness.” Ezek. xzx. 17. Bmgsch explains On as mean- 
ing, “ The Obelisks.” History qfEgypU i. 128. 

3 Merx and Pressel speak of Mnevis as black, but Ebers says it was bright^ 
coloured, which seems to agree better with the Israelites mfllriwg a “ gotdsn calf ” in 
Imitation of it, if that idol were really intended to be so. 

* Aahmes 1., the conqueror of the Hyksos, abolished human sacrifice, which the 
Hyksos had perhaps introduced from Syria, substituting wax figures of men, of 
which three were offered daily. It is noteworthy, that though native Egyptian 
monuments do not speak of human sacrifice, the design on the “ offering seal ” used 
is a man bound, with a sword at bis throat. 
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theological^ and historical faculties of the temple ; the 
special depositaries of the science^ religious and secular^ for 
which Egypt was renowned. The observatory of the temple 
was famous, and it is to its priest-astronomers we are in- 
debted for the exact computation of the length of the year. 
Of the four great Temple Universities of the land — Mem- 
phis, Thebes, Sais, and On — that of On held the first rank. 
Its high-priest came next in dignity to the Pharaoh himself, 
and was a prince of the empire — the Piromis, ^Hhe noble 
and the good" — and thus the marriage of Joseph to the 
daughter of so august a dignitary at once secured his 
position in the state. From its higher priests, moreover, 
no fewer than ten members of the great priestly council 
of Pharaoh were chosen — that is, one-third of the whole. 
No centre of Egyptian influence more powerfully or 
abidingly affected the Hebrews than this great centre 
of Egyptian thought and worship. 

Heliopolis, or On, lies five miles north-east of Cairo, along 
a well-made road which is in reality a dyke, to secure com- 
munication when the country is overflowed yearly by the 
Nile. I drove out in a European hack carriage, so fallen 
is the glory of old times, the horses bearing me, first through 
a line of French-looking boulevards, then between wide 
stretches of com and clover, or gardens and orchards, poor 
enough compared with those of cooler regions. Canals 
from the great stream ran hither and thither, yielding, at 
short intervals, bright rills poured by water-wheels, from 
them, into lesser channels, branching off through the fields 
and enclosures. Clumps of fig-trees, tamarisks, and acacias 
varied the level monotony of the highway as I came near 
On, which is now a silent expanse of ploughed land, where 
not broken into heights by the mounds that mark ancient 
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walls or buildings. Nothing of the great University city, 
or of its renowned schools and colleges, remains but a single 
obelisk, the base of which is deeply imbedded in the mud of 
ages of annual inundations. Long mounds rise here and 
there, and a line of heaped confusion along three sides of a 
square, far back from the obelisk, marks the site of the old 
city and its temple, and of the city walls. There may be 
wonderful secrets beneath these huge memorials of antiquity, 
but On has to be sought, nowadays, rather in the public 
and private buildings of Cairo, for which its wrought stone 
furnished a ready-made quarry, than within the bounds of 
its ancient site. The only person I saw was a poor peasant 
woman, in a blue slip, very dirty and wretched looking, who 
stood beside the obelisk, watching me with curious eyes, as 
I wandered over the famous spot, among clumps of prickly 
pear and thorny shrubs, which now spring rank where pro- 
cessions of priests once chanted their hymns and offered 
their sacrifices. 

No temple in antiquity could dispense with a living spring 
to supply the water so essential for purifications, libations, 
and other sacred uses. Close to On, therefore, we still find 
its famous Spring of the Sun — a fitting name for a foun- 
tain dedicated to the temple of the great Sun-god, Ra. It is 
now used for irrigating the neighbouring fields, by the help 
of a water-wheel, turned by a blindfolded ox. One stream 
from it waters a spot of high interest in Christian legend, 
the garden, beautifully kept, in which stands the gigantic 
sycamore under which tradition says the Virgin and Child 
once rested during the Flight to Egypt. Unfortunately, 
however, we know that the present tree was not planted till 
after 1672, its predecessor having died in 1655. Could we 
believe in the touching connection of the spot with our 
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Saviourt infancy, the neighbourhood would be doubly fa- 
mous, for it was at On that Joseph wooed and won the dark- 
skinned Asenath, that Moses gained his Egyptian learning, 
that Plato and Herodotus sought insight into its mysteries, 
and Dionysius the Areopagite noticed and noted the dark- 
aess that VQlljl the sky when Christ di^. on Calrary. 

In the time of the Hebrew sojourn in Egypt, a visitor 
having reached the artificial platform on which all Heli- 
opolis was built, and wishing to visit the great Sun-temple, 
passed first under the cool shade of a sacred grove, planted 
on the edges of the sacred lake in its grounds. A pave- 
ment of stone, cemented with asphalt, about a hundred feet 
broad and three or four times as long, now opened before 
bim, lined on each side with huge sphinxes of yellow marble, 
placed at regular distances. This brought him to the great 
jates or pylons ; huge structures standing quite apart from 
ill else. He then passed under the immense chief gate,' 
idomed, like that of all Egyptian temples, with a brq|^ 
wdnged disk of the sui^. The widely opened doors were 
lanked on each side by a forest of lofty obelisks, intended as 
3mblems of the solar rays, and nowhere else so numerous as 
aere, where they fittingly adorned the entrance of the great 
Temple of the Sun. Huge flagstaffs, from which fluttered 
nng red and bljie streamers, contended with these in height. 
A great stone-flagged court, bordered to right and left with 
i portico resting on lines of pillars, came next — its centre, 
:he sacred spot on which ofierings were presented to the god. 
The whole front of the temple proper was now seen rising, 
:ortress-like, at one side of the court ; its surface covered 
vith brightly painted figures and inscriptions. Inside the 
porch was a lofty hall of approach ; then the great hall, the* 
:qpt of which, sown over with tboujftnds of 
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rested on four rows of gigantic pillars. The shafts and 
lotus-formed capitals^ the side walls and niches of this im- 
mense chamber, indeed all objects around, were covered with 
many-coloured paintings and hieroglyphics. The huge 
pillars, the roof immensely high and proportionally broad and 
long, filled the mind with awe, while the air was loaded with 
the odours of incense, and of the fragrant gums and spices 
of the laboratory of the temple. Soft music from unseen 
players seemed never to cease ; though broken now and 
then by the low of the sacred ox, or of the sacred cow of 
Isis, or the screech of the sparrow-hawk of Horus, which 
were housed in neighbouring chamhers. As often as the 
bellowing of the ox or cow was heard, or the shrill cry of 
the hawk, the kneeling worshippers touched the stone pave- 
ment of the forecourt with their brow. Meanwhile all eyes 
eagerly gazed, ever and anon, into the hidden interior of the 
temple, where numerous priests stood in the holy of holies, 
no doubt like that which I saw at Esneh — ^a huge single 
stone, with a stone door, hollowed into a deep recess — the 
dark resting-place of the image of the god. Some of the 
priests wore high ostrich feathers over their bald heads, 
others the skins of panthers over white linen robes ; some 
bowed or raised themselves as they sang or murmured 
litanies, others swung censers or poured out pure water 
from golden vessels, as libations to the gods. Only the 
most favoured Egyptians dared enter the gigantic hall, and 
then, the eye, the ear, and even the breathing were sur 
rounded by influences farthest from those of every-day 
existence, contracting the bosom and agitating the nerves. 
Overwhelmed and cut off from the outer world, the worship- 
per had to seek support outside himself, in jhe divinity 
whom the voices of the priests, the mysterious music, and 
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the sounds of the holy animals appeared to indicate as close 
at hand.* 

Dean Stanley’s description of this great temple is striking. 

Over the portal, we can hardly doubt, was the figure of the 
Sun-god ; not in the sublime indistinctness of the natural 
orb, nor yet in the beautiful impersonation of tlie Grecian 
Apollo, but in the strange, grotesque form of the Hawk- 
headed monster. Enter, and the dark temple opens and 
contracts successively into its outermost, its inner, and its 
innermost hall ; the Osiride figures in their placid majesty 
support the first ; the wild and savage exploits of kings and 
heroes fill the second ; and in the furthest recess of all, un- 
derneath the carved figure of the Sun-god, and beside the 
solid altar, sate, in his gilded cage, the sacred hawk, or lay 
crouched on his purple bed the sacred black calf Mnevis, or 
Tinner ; each the living, almost incarnate, representation of 
the deity of the temple. Thrice a day, before the deified 
beast, the incense was offered, and once a month the solemn 
sacrifice. Each on his death was duly embalmed and depos- 
ited in a splendid sarcophagus. One such mummy calf is 
still to be seen at Cairo. The sepulchres of the long succes- 
sion of deified calves at Heliopolis corresponded to that of 
the deified bulls at Memphis. * 

1 See Bbeis, Mne ^gypU K&nigstochter^ vol. i p. 109. Other anthorities, however, 
describe Egyptian temples somewhat differently. Thus Schoafe writes : ** Egyptian 
temples were so constracted, as to intensify the earnestness and enthusiasm of the 
worshipper by chambers conlinually smaller and lower The turns to be taken were 
all pointed out, no going in another way was allowed, and no mistake was possible. 
Visitors wandered full of awe between the rows of sacred beasts. The gates rose, 
afar, high and vast : then came another court ; the walls were closer, the courts on a 
smaller scale, the floor was higher. All was subordinated to one end. Going on 
farther, the dissipation of thought natural to the open air passed away amidst the 
solemnity of the building, and the holiness of the symbols and pictures with which 
all objects were covered. The consecrated walls closed in, ever nearer, round the 
worshipper, till at last only the priestly foot could enter the lonely, echoing chamber 
of the god.*' KuratgewM^U^ vol. 1. p. 894. 

• JtuMi Ohwrcht vol. I. p. 88. 
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Strabo visited Heliopolis about the time of the birth of 
Christ, and found the town deserted, and the temple, 
though still standing, a mere desolate memorial of greatness 
passed away. The neighbouring canals, long neglected, had 
formed broad marshes before it. Priests and philosophers, 
canons and professors, alike were gone from the spacious 
mansions round the cloisters of the vast courts. Only a 
few lower priests and vergers lingered about, to maintain 
what still remained of worship, or to show strangers over 
the silent quadrangles and deserted cloisters ; but they still 
pointed out the house where Plato had lived for years, when 
studying in their schools. Now, as I have said, the solitary 
obelisk still standing, and great mounds full of fragments 
of marble and granite, and the wreck of a sphinx, alone 
recall the site. The water of the Nile overflows the whole 
landscape each year, and rises nearly six feet up the stalk of 
the obelisk. 

-- The only other town of Goshen, or on its borders, to be 
noticed till later, was Tanis, the Zoan of the Bible, a place 
built only seven years after Hebron, in Palestine.' The 
frontier town of Goshen on the north-west, it lay far to the 
north of On — on the right bank of the old Tanitic mouth of 
the Nile. This stream overflowed the fields of the Hebrews, 
year by year, to the envious regret of the Egyptians, who re- 
garded a blessing enjoyed by foreigners as a misfortune to 
themselves. Mythological fables expressed this feeling, by 
stigmatizing these waters as those by which Typhon floated 
out the corpse of the murdered Osiris to the ocean ; but their 
real antipathy was from the channel winding through the 
lands of Semitic settlers. Tanis had been, apparently, 
founded by old Phcenician colonists, and was idready a real* 
1 NimLxia.fla 
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dence of the Pharaohs before the invasion of the Hyksos, or 
Shepherd Kings, with their allied Canaanitish and Arabian 
tribes, who, in their turn, made it their capital, adorning 
it with all the architectural glories of a great Egyptian 
city, during their reign of five hundred years. The hour 
came, however, when, amidst the flames and devastations 
of war, they were driven out of the land, and Tanis was 
left for over three centuries a deserted waste of scorched 
and blackened ruins. Eameses the Second, the Oppressor, 
at last turned his eyes on it and resolved to rebuild it, and 
make the new Tanis, thus created, his northern metropolis. 
Egyptian architecture confined its highest efforts to temples 
and tombs, employing the arts of the sculptor, the draughts- 
man, and the painter, to add the accessories of statues, 
sphinxes, reliefs, and sanctuaries or resting places for the 
dead. Palaces have mouldered into the clay of which their 
materials were composed ; the houses of the general popula- 
tion have long ago crumbled into dust; even the remains 
of public structures have to be sought under the mounds 
which they have themselves created ; but the great ancient 
temples and tombs defy the ravages of time, yielding only 
to the violence of man and the convulsions of nature. In 
the Tanis of Eameses the Temple was the supreme glory. 
There were, no doubt, palaces, and store-houses for military 
and general uses, mansions and gardens, with every orna- 
ment of art to heighten their charms, and countless homes 
of the general population, but the Temple and its grofinds 
were the chief feature of the city and occupied a large pro- 
portion of the space within its walls. 

Three-fourths of the ruins now met in these wide pre- 
cincts are the work of the architects, sculptors, and artists 
of Eameses. The sphinxes and statues still left uninjured 
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from the wreck of the former Tanis were duly appropriated, 
after the efEaoement of idl inscriptions connected with their 
Hyksos creators, but the great king also laid all the quarries 
of Egypt, from Assouan to the hills of Mokattam, near 
Memphis, under contribution, to embellish his new capital. 
The Temple raised for ^ gloiy was the largest and most i 
splendid that had ever graced the Delta, destined nominally 
to the worship of the sun and other gods, but covered 
throughout with inscriptions and sculptures in his Qjyi^on- 
our. Countless reliefs on its walls commemorated his vic- 
tories, and his portrait statues of all sizes and materials rose 
at every point in the spacious grounds. Fragments remain 
of one of these— an ear, a toe, and part of an arm — ^that 
show the scale on which this self-homage, as to a human 
god, was carried out. They tell of a statue the nm^ gen- 
tle eve r known. Cut out of onagimtidock of the hard rgd 
granite of Assouan, it stood, crowned with the double mitre 
of Lower and Upper Egypt, a hundred feet high ; its tre- 
mendous pedestal raising it fifteen or twenty feet higher. 
It was thus from six to twelve feet loftier than the great 
obelisk at Eamak, the tallest in the world, and more than 
fifty feet above that which excites our wonder on the Thames 
embankment, at London. Its weight could not have been 
less than twelve hundred tons. How such a huge mass 
of stone could have been separated from the hill-side at 
Assouan, or floated hundreds of miles down the Nile, or 
drt^ged to its position and raised when brought to the spot 
for it, may be asked but cannot be answered. It adds to 
the difficulty when we remember that it must have been laid 
down at Tanis, in the rough, to be duly set up when carved 
mto the royal and polished till it shone li ke ^lass. 

The Temple itself, in which it stood, was probably not more 
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than fifty-six feet higli, and the tallest of the glittering foP 
ost of obelisks before the great gates was somewhat shorter, 
so that this mighty Colossus must have looked down on the 
sacred buildings and their accessories from a height of at 
least sixty feet ; and must have been visible, in so fiat a land- 
scape, from a vast distance in e y^ ry direction. So high, it 
would seem to say, is^the Pharaoh above ordinai^;^ men ! 

In the time of Moses the banks of the Nile, at Tanis, 
were bordered by villas and gardens, and the stream, itself, 
was alive with traffic. A great flight of steps led from the 
water to the Temple grounds, in which the great sanctuary 
rose, more than half a mile from the river. As yet there 
was no Lake Menzeleh and no desert, but a wide plain 
round Tanis dotted with villages, overhung by sycamores 
and palms. Bound the great Temple itself an endless dis- 
play of sphinxes, statues, and obelisks amazed the visitor by 
their size, number, and glittering polish. An avenue nearly 
lour hundred feet long, bordered by columns twelve yards 
high, each of a single stone, led from the Temple ; the inter- 
val between the great pillars studded with obelisks, statues, 
and sphinxes in ev^ colourjof granite, and also in yellow 
sjqne ; and at i ts end one found himself face to face with a 
vast gathering of gig^tic portrait statues of the great Pha- 
raohs, of distant cepturips, brought from the temples of eyejy 
part of Egypt t g do honour^ tc^Rameses, who sgijentljjoned 
among the august assembly, the higjjjggjb Colons of all. The 
delights and beauties of the city, outside the sacred limits, 
have been already told us in the narrative of a contemporary 
of the Hebrews in this age : * a subject of the great king, with 
no such bitterness of oppression in his heart to hinder his 
pleasure, as filled the breast of enslaved Israd. 


> SeepifBi. 
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The city had no less than seven names^ connected with 
the gods worshipped in it, for the Egyptians gave their 
towns, in this way, many; sometimes, as in the cases of 
Edfu and Dendera, several hundreds. But, of the seven 
borne by Tanis, two are Semitic ; nor is it unworthy of 
notice that one is The Field of Zoan,^’ the exact name of 
the town in one of the Psalms.^ Another is : The Town 
of^Eameses,^^ for it was rebuilt and embellished, doubtless 
by Hebrew forced labour in part, by Rameses II. 

Rameses-Tanis — “ the place of departure for Palestine — 
is especially important as the scene of the wonders wrought 
by Moses before the Exodus. It appears, next to Thebes, to 
have been the spot most liked by the Oppressor — the great- 
est of aU the Pharaohs — and was chosen by him as his home 
both before and after his wars with the Asiatic races, who 
could be so easily reached from it. It continued to be a 
large place even so late as the days of Christ, and rose on 
artificial mounds round the Temple, though a series of gray 
hills of rubbish, full of fragments of bricks and pottery, are 
now its only memorials. From these, the houses are seen to 
have been built of sun-dried bricks of Nile mud, small alike 
in themselves and in their rooms, which, however, were 
often numerous. The Fresh- water canal, which fills the 
ancient bed of the river branch, still floats pretty large 
fisher-boats, which ply their trade on the neighbouring 
Menzeleh sea ; and it is curious to notice, that even to-day 
the fishermen and peasants of the district are essentially dif- 
ferent in their figures and features from the common Egyp- 
tian fellah. They are shorter in stature, and the side face is 
not so good, but the likeness to the profiles of the sphinxes 
left by the Hyksos is unmistakable. Tanis was the local 

1 Ps. IxrviU. 48. 
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capital and the seat of government, to which the Semitic 
population round had free access, while Memphis and 
Thebes were more or less secluded from strangers. But all 
around is now a barren waste, except along the canal passing 
through the district ; a resort of wild beasts and reptiles, 
dotted with swamps which breed malignant fevers. 



CHAPTER IL 


BGYPT BEFORE THE HEBREW SOJOURIT. 

When Joseph was led by his Ishmaelite owners as a slave, 
to the bazaar of Memphis, for sale, fourteen dynasties had 
already flourished and passed away in Egypt. Of these, ten 
had reigned in Memphis and four at Thebes, in the south, 
but a fifteenth had now risen — that of the Hyksos, or Shep- 
herd Kings, who had invaded and conquered Lower Egypt, 
and set themselves on the throne of the Pharaohs. Mena 
or Menes, the constant,^’ the founder of Memphis and of 
the Egyptian nation, had obtained a site for his proposed 
city, by changing the course of a branch of the Nile. Build- 
ing a huge dyke, he turned the river from its old bed and 
then filled up the old channel. Temples, reared first, were 
followed by a large population : the wonderful necropolis 
was begun, and pyramids were erected. From the begin- 
ning, society seems to have been thoroughly organized. The 
Memphian high priests were great personages in the young 
state : the king was already the Perao, or Pharaoh — the 
Great House — with his queen, his harem, and his chil- 
dren. There were nobles and serfs, an elaborate organiza- 
tion of court ceremonial, and vast numbers of oflScials and 
slaves who ministered to the royal wants or glory. There 
was a keeper of the royal wardrobe, a court hair-dresser and 
nail-trimmer, and court musicians and singers. High offi- 
cials took charge of the royal domains, the granaries, the 
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cellars, the oil-chamber, the bakery, the butchering, and the 
stables. There were overseers of the public buildings, and 
numerous scribes, to record all public and private affairs. 
But amidst all this, there were taskmasters, from the first, 
over the wretched common people, who toiled at forced 
labour under the blows of the stick. The army was fully 
organized, hut there were also men of science, to study the 
heavens for religious and other ends, and to measure the 
fields, and raise the great structures in which the king 
delighted. The successors of Mena followTd in his steps. 
Arts, laws, science, and religion were zealously promoted. 
The worship of the bull Apis and the calf Mnevis was in- 
troduced, mines were opened in the peninsula of Sinai, and 
the earliest pyramid was built. Then came Cheops, the 
builder of the second, or Great, Pyramid, raised near the 
mysterious Sphinx, which itself was the work of some earlier, 
unknown king. The third pyramid followed, and then 
others. Literature grew apace ; sculptures, perfect as those 
of the Greeks, as seen by some relics still left, showed the 
highest culture of genius ; gorgeous tombs were multiplied, 
and the mines of Sinai were worked with vigour. The name 
of one of the first kings of the Sixth Dynasty, Merira Pepi, 
is found on the oldest monuments at Tanis, and his public 
works can be traced all over Egypt. His campaigns ex- 
tended so Jar to the south that negroes were enligted in ^lis 
armies. Before long, ships sailed down the Bed Sea to Punt 
or Somauli land, on the east of Africa, and returned with 
the products of that region. The whole country was full 
of activity of all kinds. 

The capital was now transferred to Thebes, where monu- 
ments of the Twelfth Dynasty still remain. Amenemha 
I., who reigned about three thousand years before Christy 
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extended the empire Btill farther to the south ; and, after 
waging wars in ^1 other directions, left the record of his 
victories on the walls of temples built by him in every part 
of Egypt. TJsurtasen I., his successor, founded On, and 
raised its great Sun Temple, with its obelisks. Gold flowed 
in from Nubia, and turquoises from the mines at Sinai, to 
which a caravan road led from the Nile. Fortresses were 
built far south, against the negroes, and the glory of the 
empire increased on all sides. The tombs of Beni Hassan, 
with their wonderful pictures of Eg}"ptian every-day life and 
work, date from the reign of Usurtasen II., who lived about 
the time of Abraham. A later king constructed Lake 
Mcpris, on the Libyan edge of the desert, as a vast reservoir 
of the Nile inundation, of priceless worth to the land,* and 
also built the wonderful palace known as the Labyrinth, 
with three thousand halls and chambers, half of them above 
ground and the rest below it, with twelve covered courts. 
Herodotus and Strabo alike speak of it as an amazing work : 
tlie latter stating that it was a repres^taliqn of the wljcie 
kingdom, with a palace for each of the twenty-seven nomes. 
Unfortunately for our knowledge of details, however, the 
province in which h: stood worshipped the god Sebek, or 
Set, whose tutelary animal was the crocodile, on which ac- 
count both it and its inhabitants were hated and ignored, 
for Sebek was the Satan of Egyptian mythology. 

Egypt had now, more than ever, become the centre of 
civilization. Its schools, under the priests, were famous, 
and intellectual life in every form abounded. Sculpture 
and painting reached high perfection, and books on all sub- 

1 In the Lime of the Eleventh Dynasty the average height of the Nile innndation 
wae nearly 7i ya^ds above that of our times. Bmgech, HUtory of IHgypU vol, i. p. 
167. This may in part be accounted for by the elevation of the land, since, by 
the Nile deposits. 
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jects were numerous ; temples, pyramids, and tombs were 
largely increased ; the country was everywhere improved by 
public works ; boundaries, public and private, were minutely 
fixed ; public registers kept ; industries of all kinds multi- 
plied ; commerce with Libya, Palestine, and other regions 
covered the roads with caravans, and the waters with vessels ; 
gold and minerals were obtained from Sinai, and the general 
progress attracted a great immigration of Libyans, Cushites, 
and Asiatic shepherd tribes. 

But prosperity in the case of Egypt, with a religion so 
debased and a people enslaved, was no security against revo- 
lution, when the central despotism fell into weak hands, as 
it did ere long. Civil wars broke out, and petty kingdoms 
rose, each claiming independence. Meanwhile, events on 
the Euphrates were destined to send a wave of invasion as 
far as the valley of the Nile, and substitute foreign for 
domestic rulers. In the obscurity of a period so remote, 
little definite is known beyond the fact that the nomadic 
races of Western Asia and Syria, perhaps driven forward 
by pressure from behind, or attracted by the richness of 
the Nile valley, united with the Phoenician colonists of 
the northern coast, and, having settled in ever greater 
numbers in the Delta, at last, taking advantage of the 
internal troubles of Egypt, rose against the Fourteenth 
native Dynasty, which then occupied Xois, its capital, in 
the centre of the Delta, and overthrew it. For a time all 
was misery. Fierce and uncultured, the rough shepherd 
warriors harried and devastated the land. Towns and tem- 
ples were alike pillaged, burned, or destroyed ; the inhabi- 
tants who escaped massacre sinking, with their wives and 
children, into slavery. After the taking of Memphis, how- 
ever, and the conquest of the whole Delta, the barbarians 
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fortunately elected a king who proved able to re-establish a 
settled government. 

Two dangers were to be guarded against : the possible 
efforts of the Egyptian princes at Thebes, in the south, to 
organize a national resistance ; and the risk of invasion on 
the north by the tribes of Canaan, Syria, and Elam. But 
the new king was equal to the occasion. Establishing a 
series of fortified posts in the ISTile valley, to the south, 
and guarding the Isthmus of Suez with a strong force, he 
secured himself from both perils. He further established 
at Avaris, or Pelusium, at the extreme north-east edge of 
the Delta ’ — on the line of the great Egyptian wall — a vast 
intrenched camp, in which no fewer than 240,000 soldiers 
could be quartered. This he and his successors permanently 
maintained, as at once their supreme safeguard against in- 
vasion at the one point from which it oould threaten, and as 
an inexhaustible depot from which to draw soldiers to de- 
fend the southern borders from attack by the native princes, 
and to overawe the population at large. Such vigour ere 
long naturally resulted in the conquest of all Egypt. 

The Egyptians gave the name of Shous, or Shasu — the 

Shepherds — to the nomadic tribes of Syria, the Bedouins 
of their times ; dark, lean, sharp-nosed, and with scanty 
beards, as shewn in the old Egyptian wall-paintings, like 
the Arabs of to-day ; their king being distinguished by the 
Nile populations as the Hyk, or chief ; whence their later 
Greek name of Hyksos. 

It would appear, however, that these chiefs, thus known, 
were of a race distinct from the people known as the Shasu 
or Shepherds, whom they led to the invasion of Eg 3 rpt. 

1 See the proofs of its position in the paper of Lepsios, McnaUibeT, der Jfc. Akad, 
dgr WU$«n»chaften su RSflifi, Mai, 1606, and Bben* jSgypUn tend die Bdehtr 

iC!MM,PD.6S.«U. 
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Among the portrait heads in the pictorial record of tha 
campaign against the Kheta or Hittites, and the Naharaina 
tribes, sculptured on the west side of the Temple at Luxor, 
wliere I examined them, two are exactly like the well-known 
Hyksos sphinxes in every detail of their face : the slight eye- 
brows, the sub-aquiline nose, regaining the line of the fore- 
head in its lower half ; the thick end of tlie nose ; the very 
peculiar slope of the underside of it ; the size and form of 
the lips, firm and solid, without any negroid fulness ; the 
angle of the beard ; the angle of the eye ; the high cheek- 
bones ; the breadth of the face, and the enormously bushy 
hair. Every one of these distinctive features is peculiarly 
alike in the Syrian and in the Hyksos, so that it is not 
improbable that we have in these portraits, the type of the 
Hyksos in Northern Syria, who may have been pushed down 
towards Egypt by the Hittites in their conquering move- 
ments from the north. That the portraits are those of Hyk- 
sos no one can question who has seen the Hyksos sphinxes in 
the Gizeh Museum, Eulers are very often of a different race 
from their subjects, as we see at this day both in Europe and 
Asia, so that it is very probable that the strangely peculiar 
caste who have perpetuated their likeness in the monuments 
of ancient Tanis, and whose portraits still survive at Luxor, 
were the alien leaders of confederated shepherd tribes, as a 
Tartar is at the moment the Emperor of China ; a German, 
of Eussia ; and a Frenchman, of Sweden and Norway. 

The Hyksos were known in Egypt, not only as the shep- 
herds, but also as the archers," the thieves," and the 
robbers." Nor can we wonder at epithets which illustrate 
their special skill with the weapon of the age, or the ferocity 
which marked their invasion. How terrible their cruelty 
must have been in their first onslaught is implied in the f^ 
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that the tradition of it wakes the bitter indignation of Man- 
etho in the recital, twenty centuries later ; and the hatred of 
the conquered population vented itself at the time by fixing 
the vilest epithets — the lepers, the pestilence,"^ the 
accursed"" — on their masters. But the influences of the civ- 
ilization around soon told on them, and ere long the con- 
querors were vanquished, as regarded their barbarism, by 
the conquered. Despite their greater political and military 
ability, they felt themselves inferior to their subjects in 
moral and intellectual culture. Their kings soon found that 
it was better to develop the country than to plunder it ; and, 
as they themselves could not manage the fiscal details of the 
revenue, Egyptian scribes were admitted into the depart- 
ments of the exchequer, and of the public service. Ere 
long, the advancement in civilization was striking. The 
court of the Pharaohs reappeared round the Shepherd 
Kings, with all its pomp and its crowd of functionaries, 
great and small. The religion of the Egyptians, without 
being officially adopted, was tolerated, and that of the Hyk- 
Bos underwent some modifications to keep it from offending, 
beyond endurance, the sensibilities of the worshippers of 
Osiris. Sutekh, the warrior god of Canaan, and the na- 
tional god of the conquerors, was identified with the Egyp- 
tian god Set. Tanis became the capital of the country, and 
saw its palaces and temples rebuilt and increased in number. 
Sphinxes sculptured at this period enable us to realize the 
characteristics of the race ; for the face differs widely from 
both the Egyptian and Semitic types. I was struck in 
examining those in the museum at Gizeh by their peculiar 
appearance. The eyes are small, the nose large and arched, 
while at the same time comparatively flat ; the chin is 
prominent, the lips thick, and the mouth depressed at the 
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extremities. The whole countenance is rude, and the thick 
hair of an enormous wig, as it would appear, hangs around 
the head like a mane, and appears to bury the face. The 
beard is worn long, in rows of small curls, but the upper 
lip is shaved. Such were the new conquerors, with their 
foreign lineaments, and their rough earnestness, who held 
Egypt in subjection for perhaps five hundred years, from 
about B.c. 2194 to B.c. 1683. 

It was apparently under one of this race, whose name has 
come down to us, that Joseph became grand vizier — an hon- 
our which a foreign Shepherd King would be more willing 
to show to a member of a shepherd tribe than a native Pha- 
raoh would have been. Known as Apopi in Egypt, he waa 
the Aphobis of the Greeks ; and as he seems to have been 
the restorer of Tanis, and the king under whom its rows of 
sphinxes were set up, it is not unlikely that in their striking 
features we may have his portrait. 

Of this king, a papyrus in the British Museum fortu- 
nately preserves a few notices. ‘ ^^It came to pass," says 
this precious document, that the land of Egypt fell into 
the hands of the plague-like men, and there was no king in 
Upper Egypt. When Sekenen-Ea — the ruler — waa king of 
the south land, the impure became masters of the fortress in 
the district of the Amu — ^the Semitic races of the Delta. 
Apopi was king in the city Avaris, and the whole land 
appeared before him with tribute; doing him service and 
delivering to him all the fair produce of the Delta. And 
Apopi chose for himself the god Set as his lord, and served 
no other god which was in Egypt, And he built for him a 
temple, in noble, enduring work. And when he appeared 
in the temple to celebrate a festival and to offer, he wore 
> SaUUr 
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garlands as men do in the temple of Ra-Hormachuti.^ 
Determined to pick a quarrel with the Egyptian prince of 
Thebes, he had demanded that, like himself, he should give 
up the worship of his gods and honour Amon Ra alone ; but 
Ra-Sekenen, while yielding all else, had declined to pledge 
himself to this. A new message, however, was now con- 
trived and sent off by Apopi, on the advice of his experts ” 
or scribes, and delivered to the governor of Thebes, the 
city of the south. This dignitary, on the arrival of the mes- 
senger, who had hurried to him without resting day or 
night, asks him, Who sent thee here to the south country? 
Why hast thou come as a spy? Then the messenger an- 
swered, ^ King Apopi it is who sent me to thee, and he says. 

Give me up the well for cattle which is in the ... of 
the land. . . Then the ruler of the south was 

troubled and knew not what to say to King Apopi.” He 
nerved himself, however, and returned an answer, unfortu- 
nately lost, to the messenger, who then went back to Apo- 
pi’s court. Meanwhile Ra-Sekenen called together the 
ancients and the nobles of the south country, and the chief 
men and captains, and told them the message which King 
Apopi had sent. And, behold, they cried out with one 
mouth : ' It is great wickedness! ^ Yet they knew not what 
answer to send, whether good or bad. Then King Apopi 
sent ” — ^but here the document abruptly ends.* 

Strange to say, we can tell some personal details respecting 
the hero who was thus forced to choose between war and 
abject submission. Ra-Sekenen, the Brave,” was the third 
of the same title, and his resistance to the demands of Apopi 
led to the great war of independence, which lasted, it is 

> Brugsch translates the words as referring to the stoppiug of a canal. 

* Bmgsch, vol. i. p. 941. Ebers, .^gypten^ p. 906. Seeonli (jf Vu toI. tIU. 
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believed, for about a hundred and fifty years, though some 
think it ended in eighty, leading at the close to the expul- 
sion of the Hyksos dynasty, twenty-four thousand of whom, 
says Manetho, went to Palestine and settled there. Ea- 
Sekenen, who began the revolt, fell in battle, but his body 
was carried ofi by his soldiers and duly embalmed. It is 
nearly, if not quite, four thousand years since he died the 
death of a hero, and his mummy had lain as his friends had 
left it, though not, it may be, in the same resting place, till 
a few years ago, when the coffin in which it was preserved 
was by chance discovered. From Upper Egjrpt, the with- 
ered body of the long dead warrior was forthwith taken to 
Cairo, and put in the museum, which was then at Boulak. 
There the mummy was unrolled in 1886, and Ra-Sekenen 
once more lay before the eyes of men, after a burial of about 
four millenniums ! He had been a tall man, of six feet one 
inch high, and he had fought hard for his life, his face be- 
ing covered with wounds, and his skull cleft — showing that, 
as tradition reported, he had died in battle. He was a 
member of the family of Taa, and was known in life as Taa 
III., but he was only Hak or governor" of Thebes — that 
is, under-king,' holding his position, it may be, from Apopi, 
the head of the Hyksos, himself. 

In this glimpse of Egypt under the Hyksos we have 
apparently the beginning of an account of the great war of 
liberation, from the Egyptian side. Apopi is still all power- 
ful, and sends a messenger to the sub-king of the native 
race in the south of Egypt, dictating to him as a master to 

^ It IB carions to notice that when the messengers of the Hyksos king came to Ra^ 
Sekenen at Thebes, we read In the papyrus that the prince said to them : “ Who 
sent thee here, to the city of the south ? How hast thon come to spy out? It is 
just what Joseph said to his brethren : “ Whence come ye ? Te are spies, and ye are 
come here to see where the land is open.'' 
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a dependent ; but the chief men round him resent such hu- 
miliation, and a flame of national enthusiasm is thus kin- 
dled, which ended in expelling the Hyksos from the valley of 
the Nile. All the Egyptian under-kings seem, after a time, 
to have taken part in this national uprising, which struggled 
on with sullen resolution for a hundred and fifty years. 
In the end The Shepherds were driven back at every 
point from their fortresses in Middle Egypt, and forced to 
make a stand under the walls of Memphis, which was taken 
after a fierce and bloody struggle. Expelled from the Delta, 
they gathered for a final effort to regain the ground they had 
lost, at their great intrenched camp at Avaris, or Pelusium, 
on the frontier wall, at the extreme north-east of Egypt, and 
maintained themselves there for a long time against all the 
attacks of the Egyptians. Generations, indeed, passed be- 
fore the siege was successful, but patient determination 
triumphed in the end, for Aahmes I., a little man — as his 
mummy shows — of five feet six, but brave and vigorous 
withal, in the fiftieth year of his reign, when he must have 
been old, at last stormed the city, and drove the enemy out 
of Egypt into Syria. The valley of the Nile wa,p thus finally 
delivered from a foreign yoke, from the Cataracts to the 
Mediterranean, after a subjugation of at least 500 years.’ 

Strange to say, the narrative of one who took part in the 
closing scenes of this long struggle, and was present at the 
storming of Avaris and other Hyksos towns, has come down 
to us, and shows how unsettled the times of the Hebrew 
sojourn must have been throughout. Eighty years of op- 
pression followed the birth of Moses, and many others may 
have preceded it ; but before these, successive generations 
of the Hebrew settlers had seen the storms of war sweejnng, 

‘ Maspero says more than 600," p. 176 
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now here, now there, over the land. It is quite possible, 
indeed, that they took sides more or less with the Shepherds, 
with whom they were connected by race, and perhaps this 
may have embittered the persecution to which they were 
subsequently exposed. A vigorous and warlike people, 
which had shown a leaning towards the hated foreigners, 
would be peculiarly dreaded by the new native dynasty, and 
specially obnoxious to it. 

The story that has come down to us from this far-ofif age 
is that of Aahmes, the chief of the Egjrptian navy,” or 

Captain-General of Marines,” and is written on the walls 
of his tomb on the east side of the river, above Thebes, in 
sight of the ancient city of El Kobs. The dead man had 
had a stirring and adventurous life, and wore no fewer than 
eight gold chains, the equivalents of our war-medals, put 
round his neck by the Pharaoh, for his bravery in battle. 
He was born in the city of Eilethya, and was the son of a 
naval officer, in whose good ship. The Calf, young Aahmes 
made his first acquaintance with the service, in the reign of 
Aahmes I. ; after whom, very likely, his father^s loyalty had 
had him named. He was still only a lad, too young to be 
married, and was entered among the cadets. After a time, 
however, he took a wife, and settled ; but the old spirit 
came on him again, and he was appointed to a post on the 
ship called The North, to take part in the war against the 
Shepherd Kings. His special duty was complimentary to 
his birth and prowess, for it was to follow the king, on foot, 
when he went out in his chariot. The final siege of Avaris 
came on presently, and Aahmes fought so stoutly at it, be- 
fore the Pharaoh, that he was promoted to the command of 
the man-of-war Crowned in Memphis. In this ship he saw 
service on Lake Pazetku, near Avaris, and won his first 
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golden collar of yaloar, by killing and cutting off the hand 
of an enemy in a hand-to-hand fight, mention being made 
of the fact to the head scribe, who reported it to Pharaoh. 
After that, a second battle took place in the same neighbour- 
hood, and in it also he fought well and cut off a hand from 
another enemy, which secured him a second golden collar. 
Then came fighting at Takem, to the south of Avaris, and 
he carried off a living man, after a struggle in which he had 
to swim with his prisoner to a distant part of the shore so as 
to avoid the road to Avaris. This brought him a third col- 
lar, for it also was made known through the head scribe to 
the king. At the storming of Avaris he was even more fort- 
unate, for he there took a grown-up man and three women, 
prisoners, and had them given to him as slaves by the Pha- 
raoh. In the sixth year came the siege of the town Sharhana, 
which could not resist his Holiness the king, after the fall 
of Avaris. Two women prisoners and one hand of a slain 
enemy, rewarded his bravery, and these women also were 
given him as slaves. But now the Shepherds were finally 
crushed, and Aahmes found himself engaged in a war with 
the Phoenician population of the sea-coast of Palestine, who 
were ere long subdued. The eastern frontier was forthwith 
protected against new invasions by a line of additional fort- 
resses, and piping times of peace might have come, but that 
King Aahmes proclaimed war against the Nubians in the 
far south. Thither, however, we will not follow the story, 
beyond saying that Aahmes won more slaves, and got grants 
of land for his valour. Under Kings Amenophis I., and 
Thothmes I., he had as warlike a career, and was at last 
raised by the latter to the high rank of Admiral of the Fleet, 
or Captain-General. Fortunately, his last campaigns brought 
him back to regions more interesting to us, for war broke 
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out against Syria. There, he was fortunate enough to at- 
tract the notice of the king, when he was at the head of his 
force, by carrying off a chariot of war, with its horses and 
the men in it, and leading them to him ; valour which was 
recognized once more ])y the gift of his eighth collar.* Here 
his interesting story ends. 

During the long dominion of the foreigners the temples 
had fallen into decay, but now that peace was restored, and 
Egjrpt once more free, the king, to prove his gratitude, be- 
gan the work of restoring them in more than their original 
splendour. The deserted quarries in the Arabian hills were 
re-opened, and limestone blocks brought from them to re- 
build the sanctuaries of Memphis, Thebes, and other cities 
— ^a rock tablet in the quarries still showing them on their 
way ; each dragged on a kind of sledge by six ‘yokes of oxen. 
But Egyptian temples were too vast to be quickly completed, 
for the inscription in that of Edfou shows that 180 years 3 
months and 14 days elapsed between its foundation and its 
completion. The work of restoration, therefore, must have 
been going on as long as the Hebrews were in Egypt. 

Before leaving the period of the Shepherd Kings,® a curi- 
ous fact in connection with their exclusive worship of the 
god Set deserves notice. That god had been honoured from 
the earliest times in Egypt, having had a temple in Mem- 
phis as far back as the Fifth Dynasty, while abundant traces 
of the reverence paid him occur in the times of the Fourth 
Dynasty ; that is, eight dynasties before the days of Abraham. 
But the name Sutekh or Set is the Egyptian word for Baal, 
and is represented by the same sign ; a strange fact, which 
supports in the most striking way, from its incidental char- 

> Brugsch, vol. i. p. 249. Page Rcnonf, in Records of the PasU vol. vi. pp. 7-10. 

» Hofmann hae a long article in the StudUv und Kritiken (1889, pp. 398-848), to 
prove that the Hyktsos were the leraelitef. 
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acter, the statement of Genesis as to the common origin of 
the peoples of Egypt and Canaan/ ‘‘The comparative 
study of the form of the language of ancient Eg 3 rpt,^" says 
M. de Roug4 ; “ the sacred traditions of a neighbouring peo- 
ple ; and the fact that one and the same religion was com- 
mon from the first to certain peoples of Syria and the Delta^ 
all bring us back toward the primitive kindred of Mizraim 
and Canaan ; a kindred which various traits indicate to us 
as also existing between these two races and their Arabian^ 
Libyan, and Ethiopic neighbours.” * 

Manetho^s pictures of the wild ruin spread by the Hyksos 
over Egypt on their first arrival — the sacking of temples, 
burning of cities, and oppression of the people — have been 
fancied by modem students to be greatly exaggerated. It 
is at least certain that the Egyptians, including even the 
priests of the Theban god Amon, were accustomed, in the 
time of the Hyksos and after their expulsion, to give their 
children Semitic names, borrowed from the language of the 
Shepherd hordes, and that they voluntarily offered homage 
to their god. The native Egyptian princes, who had lost 
their throne by the invasion, naturally hated them and 
strove to blacken their memory, but, in the opinion of 
Brugsch,® there are no traces of anything like a permanent 
and ineradicable abhorrence of them on the part of the 
nation, beyond the aversion of an exclusive and ceremonially 
strict race for a people counted unclean.” 

The fall of the Shepherds introduced the Eighteenth 
Dynasty, of which Aahmes, or, as he is sometimes called, 
Amosis, was the first king. He reigned twenty-five years, 

1 Tomkins, lAfe and Times qf Abraham^ p. 145. Brogseh, Egypt^ toI. i. p. 812. 
Mne ABgypt. Kbnigstochter^ vol. i. p. 281. 

• De Roag£, 8tx Prem. Dyn.^ p. 9. 

• Bragseh, vol. i. pp. 255 ff. 
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and was succeeded by his queen^ as regent for their son 
From her appearing in some cases in the paintings as black, 
it has been assumed that she was a negress/ but as she is 
represented in others with the usual yellow complexion of 
Egyptian women, it may be that the black is only introduced 
in her case, as it frequently is in similar ones, in allusion to 
her having passed to the dark regions of the grave.* Her 
son, Amenophis I., on his assuming the crown, continued 
his father^s policy of extending the empire. The military 
spirit, roused by the long war of independence, developed 
itself, in fact, from the times of Aahmes, into a lust of 
foreign conquest. Long oppressed, the Egyptians now re- 
solved, in their turn, to oppress. Vast numbers of the 
Shepherds," preferring slavery in the valley of the Nile to 
banishment to the desert or to other lands, had to bear the 
degradation which they had hitherto imposed on others — 
to hew the stones of the quarry and to mould the bricks of 
temples and cities; toils and huimliations which the He- 
brews, and other races, had, sooner or later, als^ to undergo. 
Outside the empire, expansion was most easy on the north- 
east ; the desert, and perhaps the poverty of the inhabitants, 
discouraging aggression on the south or west. To make 
future invasion impossible from Syria and the countries 
beyond, the Egyptian legions were marched into Palestine, 
as the high road to Asia. Henceforth, for five hundred 
years, the national records are little more than a roll of vic- 
tories and conquests, from the sources of the Blue Nile to 
those of the Euphrates, over all Syria and Ethiopia. The 
Hebrew tribes in the Delta became fami liar with triumphal 
processions of generals and princes returning from the vari- 
ous seats of war. ^ne day, the s poAs of sout hern vict ories 


1 Birch, Egypt, etc., p. 81. Maspero, p. 176. * Brngsch, vol. 1. p. 878. 
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were seen, in l ong trains of n^ ro pri soners , giraffes in 
halters, chained ages and baboons, tame panthers and 
leopards^ On another, the barbarians of the north, as they 
were called, were led along in similar triumphs, with strange 
head-dresses, sometimes of the skins of wild beasts, the edges 
floating over their shoulders, and their own fair skins set off 
by painting or strange tattooing. A victory over the Kutenni 
in Syria, or the taking of some centre of the Syrian trade, 
on still another day, filled all mouths, or there had been a 
victory over the Libyans and their allies west of the Delta. 
The flourish of trumpets, and the rolling of drums in these 
grand military displays became familiar ; and, doubtless, 
many of the sons of Israel were often among the noisy 
multitude that rent the air with their acclamations, drown- 
ing the measured chants of sacred choirs heading the regi- 
ments as they marched. It was a t^e of i^id fortunes 
to some, but of great suffering to the people, who had to 
bear the conscription for the endless wars. Aahmes, the son 
of a sea-captain, could hope to return a great man, though 
he began as a liumble cadet, but in the hut of the peasant 
there was mourning over the strong man fallen on a distant 
field. ‘ 

The monuments fortunately preserve some details of 
these years, which further light up the period of the 
Hebrew sojourn, and help us to know what subjects were 
talked of in the cabins of the Tribes, while still on the 
Nile. Aahotep, the queen of Aahmes, they would hear was 
proclaimed a^oddess before her death, as the foundress of 
the new Eighteenth Dynasty; and her splendour, as we may 
judge from the ornaments put with her into her mummy 
case when she passed away, must have flashed on those of 

1 See Xatpero, p. 179 ; also Uarda^ poBtkn, 
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the outside world who saw her in her public appearance, as 
something wonderful. Her bracelets of gold, turquoise, 
lapis-lazuli, cornelian, and costly glass ; the rich gold chains 
she wore ; her necklace, a wonder of art and costliness ; her 
diadem, adorned with golden sphinxes, were, they would 
feel sure, only hints of equal splendour in all the details of 
her palace life, so immeasurably above that of the toiling 
multitude of her subjects. Her son, Amenhotep I., for the 
first time among Egyptian kings, had himself painted on 
the temples, in a wheeled chariot, drawn by horses.’ He 
also built a mighty temple in Thebes, and waged wars in 
Ethiopia and Libya, but an interval of peace marked the 
closing years of his reign. Then came his son, Thothmes I., 
the child of the god Thoth,^^ the holy scribe of the gods, 
the first king of Egypt who carried its standards to the dis- 
tant Euphrates. But he bore them also as far south as four 
degrees inside the tropic, or fully 700 miles south of the 
Mediterranean, where his presence is still recorded in rock 
tablets near Tombos. This far-reaching glory was not with- 
out its effects at home. The plunder of Syria and of the 
south was succeeded by a steady fiow of their wealth in the 
more peaceful channels of commerce. Richly laden ships 
floated down the Nile from the tropics, bearing cattle and 
rare animals, panther skins, ebony, costly woods, balsam, 
sweet-smelling resins, gold, and precious stones, and n^;oes 
m v ast n umbers, prisoners of war, now doomed to slavery. 
In the mines of Wawa, in Nubia, captives and slaves dug 
gold-bearing quartz from the rocks of the scorching gullies ; 
and, after crushing it in mills, with deadly toil washed out 
the particles of gold, under the eyes of Egyptian soldiers. 
The wretchedly barren Nubian valleys paid the penalty of 

* Birch, p. 82. The horse itself is first mentioned in the reign of Afthmes. 
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their mineral riches in the misery of their people.* From 
Ethiopia the tide of war turned, next, against the north. 
Palestine, Lebanon, and Syria in the widest sense, felt the 
shock of invasions ; to be repeated for five hundred years, as 
a war of vengeance against these countries, to wipe out the 
humiliation of Egypt in the times of the Shepherd Kings. 
Notliing would content Thothmes till he had washed his 
heart, that is, cooled his anger, by a victory in Mesopota- 
mia ; and this he gained, after advancing triumphantly 
through Palestine, northwards. Nor are we to think of the 
Kheti or Hittites, and other tribes of Canaan and Syria 
whom he conquered, as inglorious foes, for the varied and 
lavish booty taken by tlie Egyptians from them, as recorded 
in the monuments, reveals a high civilization and prosperity. 
Chariots of war, blazing with gold and silver ; splendid coats 
of mail ; weapons of all sorts, finely made ; gold, silver, and 
brazen vases ; household furniture of every kind, down to 
tent-poles and footstools ; with countless objects, besides, 
which only civilization could produce, disclose an amazing 
development of artistic skill and social refinement in Canaan 
and Western Asia, centuries before the Hebrew conquest 
under Joshua. Even their military organization taught 
Egypt lessons. Chariots of war, with their pairs of horses, 
thenceforward took a prominent place in the Egyptian order 
of battle — the horse bearing on the monuments the Semitic 
name of Sus, and the charioteer the Semitic name of Kasan. 
The very arrangement and composition of the Egyptian army 
were more or less moulded after Canaanite and Syrian models.* 

1 Bragsch, vol i p. 289. 

* The Hittite empire, a» will be shewn more fnlly hereafter, at one time extended 
from the Enphratesto the shores of the Grecian Archipelago, at the west extremity 
of Asia Minor. It w'as thu'», in its day, the greatest power in the world, so far as we 
know, and it only tell on the c aptur e of its capital Carchemish. now Jctablus, on the 
Euphrates, by the Assyrians, iicaiiy a thousand years later l^an the period to which 
the text, above, refers. 
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Thothmes died early, after beginning a great temple at 
Thebes, which his illustrious son, Thothmes III., was to 
extend and beautify beyond precedent. His favourite wife, 
Hashop, who was also his sister, had home him a daughter 
and two sons ; but the elder of these, Thothmes II., was cut 
off before he had reigned any length of time, though not 
before he had waged war once more on the peoples of the far 
south. Meanwhile Hashop, clever and energetic, had a series 
of royal tombs, which I have visited, and the like of which 
she intended should never again be seen in Egypt, cut into the 
rocks near Thebes, at a height reached only by grand flights 
of steps, rising stage on stage ; and there her father, Amen- 
hotep I., and her husband-brother were laid. But, though 
now a widow, she had no thought of retiring from power. 
Throwing aside her woman^s veil, she ai)peared in all the 
splendour of Pharaoh, as a born king, in man^s attire, with 
the crown and insignia of royalty, and seated herself on the 
throne as sole ruler ; putting her brother, Thothmes III., a 
minor, in virtual restraint. Once supreme, her first act was 
to efface all traces of her brother-husband from the monu- 
ments, replacing them by her own name and that of her 
father — she taking that of Ma Ka Ra, and affecting the title 
of king. The magnificent temples already begun were 
carried on vigorously, but this did not satisfy the bright in- 
telligence of the man-woman. She planned a voyage of dis- 
covery to the land of Punt.^^ ‘ A fieet of sea-going vessels 
was prepared for the long and dangerous venture, which 
was safely accomplished, down the Eed Sea and along the 
hitherto unknown coast of Africa, as far as Cape Guardafui, 
at the extreme point where the coast turns directly souija. 

i Pant or Fount seems connected with Puni or Pceni—the red men—tbe Phtenl 
clans— as originally men of Cush. 
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Pictures on a temple she built in the hills near Thebes still 
remain, describing the wonders of the enterprise ; long in- 
scriptions adding curious details. Though gradually fading, 
you can still see the terraced mountains on which incense 
trees grew, and the huts of the people, built on piles, a lad- 
der being needed to enter. Cocoa-nut palms lent a friendly 
shade; strange birds showed themselves on the branches, 
and stately herds of cattle reposed around. Rich treasures 
in stones, plants, and animals rewarded the voyagers, who 
returned with their ships safely, one of which, especially, is 
minutely painted on the temple wall, bearing thirty-one 
incense trees in great tubs, samples of the woods of the 
country, heaps of incense, ebony, objects in ivory inlaid 
with gold, from Arabia and elsewhere ; paint for the eyes ; 
giraffes, leopards, bulls, hunting leopards, dog-headed apes, 
long-tailed monkeys, greyhounds, leopard skins, gold, cop- 
per, and much else, besides a number of the natives of the 
country with their children. A grand ceremonial attended 
their return, particulars of which we may be sure circulated 
through Goshen, as elsewhere. The treasures brought home 
were meanwhile presented to the god Amon, under whose 
auspices the voyage had been undertaken. A new festival, 
moreover, was instituted in his honour, the king-queen show- 
ing herself in her richest attire, ^^a spotted leopard skin 
with copper clasps on her shoulders, and her limbs perfumed 
like fresh dew." The holy bark of Amon was carried on the 
shoulders of priests, amidst music and song, and a long pro- 
cession of court officials, warriors, great people, and priests 
approached his temple : the priests bearing offerings ; the 
warriors peaceful branches ; and the vast multitude shouting 
for joy. 

Hashop^s reign was splendid, but, ere long, she had to 
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allow her brother, the great Thothmes III., to share the royal 
honours with her, which he did for twelve years. 

During his long reign of fifty-four years in all, Thothmes, 
a man of medium height, his mummy shewing that he was 
five feet seven, proved the Egyptian Alexander the Great, 
and, moreover, left behind him a world of monuments, from 
the grandest temples to distant rock tablets, inscribed with 
his name and deeds. Egypt, indeed, became the chief 
power of the world for a time. Its arms were carried to 
the verge of the then known earth, south, east, and west. 
Countless riches were laid up in its temples, and commerce 
flowed into it from all lands. Inscriptions on the grand 
temple halls of Kamak recorded, as Tacitus informs us, 

the tributes imposed on the nations ; the weight in silver 
and gold, the number of weapons and horses, the presents 
in ivory and sweet scents, given to the temples ; how much 
wheat and things of all kinds each nation had to provide ; 
in truth not less great than at present the power of the 
Parthian or Roman might imposes. 

This ^eat Pharaoh had to toil through more than tl\irteen 
campaigns, during twenty years, before he had gained his 
ends. The tributary nations had not only refused their pay- 
ments during the reign of Hashop, but had leagued together 
against Egypt, and needed to be subjugated afresh. Town 
after town had to be stormed ; river after river crossed ; 
country after country traversed. The first efforts were 
directed against the kings and chiefs of Palestine, and ended 
in their complete overthrow at a battle on the plain of 
Esdraelon. The fugitives made for the fortress of Megiddo, 
which was presently stormed, active resistance being thus 
finally put down. A rich booty rewarded the victors.* 
> Annals of TkoUimes HL, Records qf tke Fast^ vol. il. p. 45. 



EGYPT BEFORE THE HEBREW SOJOUBK. 


57 


Silver, gold, lapis-lazuli, turquoise, and alabaster, jars of 
wine, flocks for the use of the army, chariots plated with 
gold, an ark of gold, 924 chariots, suits of brazen armour, 
200 suits of armour for the soldiery, 502 bows, 7 poles of 
the chiefs pavilion plated with silver, 1,949 bulls, 22,500 
goats, besides gems, gold dishes and vases ; a great cup, the 
work of Syria ; other vases for drinking, having great 
stands ; swords, gold and silver in rings, a silver statue with 
the head of gold ; seats of ivory, ebony, and cedar, inlaid 
with gold ; chairs, footstools, large tables of ivory and cedar, 
inlaid with gold and precious stones ; a sceptre inlaid with 
gold ; statues of the Canaanitish king, of ebony inlaid with 
gold, the heads being of gold ; vessels of brass ; an infinite 
quantity of clothing ; 280,000 bushels of corn reaped from 
the plain of Megiddo, and a vast number of prisoners, who 
henceforth became slaves, are comprised in the long enumer- 
ation. Nor was this all. The tribute of the Rutenni, or 
Syrians, is given as including a king’s daughter, adorned 
with gold — as a wife to Thothmes. It, also, comprised 
ornaments of silver, gold, and lapis-lazuli, slaves male and 
female, a hundred gold chariots, a chariot of silver inlaid 
with pure gold, four chariots covered with plates of gold, 
six chariots of copper, the chest of agate ; 1,200 oxen, 104 
pounds’ weight of silver dishes and beaten out silver plates, 
a gold breastplate inlaid at the edge with lapis-lazuli, a brass 
suit of armour inlaid with gold, and many others of a 
plainer kind ; 823 large jars of incense, 1,718 of wine and 
honey, much ivory, a vast quantity of the best fire-wood 
for the army, and a quantity of wheat so great that it could 
not be measured. Some of these particulars may have 
already been given, but this fuller list shows still more 
vividly the remarkably advanced civilization of Palestine 
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and the neighbouring countries In these early ages.* The 
names of the towns of Aram and Syria taken by the great 
soldier throw further light on the development of Western 
Asia at this early time — about sixteen hundred years before 
Christ — and also on the condition in which the various 
countries stood towards the government on the Nile. The 
names of two hundred and eighteen captured towns are 
given, among which are many still famous in later ages. 
We learn, for example, that, among others, the following 
submitted -to the conqueror : Beirut, Hamath, and Kadesh 
on the Orontes, and Damascus, showing that he held the 
country to the extreme north ; Arad us on the sea-coast, 
Carchemish and Pethor on the Euphrates. He boasts that 
he subdued the Amorites, or hill-men, of Palestine, and 
crushed the combined army of tlie Phoenicians and Hittites, 
while names of conquests in every part of the land prove 
that while Israel was in Egypt, Palestine was an Egyptian 
province, the strong points of which were doubtless held by 
Egyptian garrisons. Thothmes, it is to be remembered, 
lived only about two hundred years after the death of Joseph. 

The return of Thothmes to Egypt after his Palestine cam- 
paigns was a famous event in local history, and must have 
stirred the Hebrew community hardly less than it did their 
fellow-countrym^, the native Egyptians. The great tri- 
umphal procession at Thebes would probably be rehearsed 
first in Lower Egypt, which was always regarded as a sepa- 
rate world, and, if so, many an Israelite would wonder 
at the sight of the captive princes, their children and their 
subjects, following the young hero ; the numberless horses, 
oxen, goats, and curious animals ; the strange productions 

* The list is from Rp.cords of the Past^ vol. il. pp. 45 flE., and Broj^ech, vol. t pp. 
887 ff. It 18 engraved on the walls of part of the Great Temple of Eamak. The rdgt 
of Thothmes 111. wab from about n.c. 1610 to b.o. 1556. 
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of the conquered lands, in endless variety ; the splendour 
and richness of the treasures of gold and silver vessels and 
works of art ; the precious stones, magnificent robes and 
furniture ; the costly woods ; the grand chariots, statues, 
coats of mail, and much else, which passed before him. 

The addition to the Great Temple at Karnak of the fa- 
mous Hall of Pillars, still standing, was ere long begun, as 
a royal thank-offering to Amon. Three feasts of victory,’^ 
of five days each, at once rewarded the army and honoured 
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the god, and the priests were made loyal by the vast offer- 
ings presented. 

Thothmes III. undertook no fewer than fourteen cam- 
paigns against the inhabitants of Western Asia, between the 
twenty-third and fortieth years of his reign ; Palestine and 
Syria bearing the brunt of most, but one, at least, extending 
to Mesopotamia ; If not, indeed, as Dr. Birch thinks pos- 
sible, even to India. Of all these, I have seen the exact 
records inscribed on the walls of the temple at Karnak, with 
wonderful pictures of the chief incidents, and even of the 
productions and animals of the different regions conquered. 
Water-lilies of gigantic size, plants like cactuses, all sorts of 
trees and shrubs, leaves, flowers, and fruits ; oxen and calves ; 
a strange creature with three horns ; herons, sparrow-hawks. 
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geese and doves, are intermingled throughout, in the great 
battle-pictures, to give an idea of the animals and vegetation 
of the countries in which triumphs had been won. Nor 
were paintings and inscriptions the only memorials of the 
great conqueror. Poets sang his praises and those of the 
god Amon, who had given him the victory : a custom 
familiar in Egypt for ages before Moses and the children 
of Israel sang their hymn in honour of Jehovah, for the 
destruction of Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea. * 

The temples, palaces, colossal statues, obelisks, and pub- 
lic buildings, erected or restored by Thothmes in every part 
of Egypt, have mostly perished ; but the Great Temple at 
Kamak and some of his colossi still remain, so grand in 
their decay as to fill the mind with awe. What wonder if 
his idolatrous contemporaries already worshipped him as a 
divine being while alive, and transferred to him after his 
death the still higher honours of a god passed to heaven I 
The victorious conqueror and ruler of the whole world as 
then known ; ^^the beautifier of the land the always 
fortunate ; his name w^as inscribed on thousands of littl e 
images and small stone scarabaei, which were used as rings ; 
and its invocation was held to be a charm against wicked 
spirits and magicians. 

Amenhotep II., the son of Thothmes, was a man of 
remarkable powers, but his fame is obscured by his father^s 
greatness. He, too, led the Egyptian armies to Mesopota- 
mia, taking Palestine by the way, and also to Nubia in the 
south ; filling the earth with blood as his father hjd done, 
and draining his country of its sons. Thothmes IV., the 
next king, was no less energetic, for his campaigns embraced 
twenty-two degrees of longitude, from Mesopotamia in the 

1 Birch's EgypU vol. ii. p. 87. Brugsch. vol. i. j>. STfc. 
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north, to Ethiopia in the far south. The Great Sphinx — 
near the Pyramids of Gizeh, at Cairo — a gigantic figure of 
a lion, at rest, with a human head, is still one of the 
wonders of the world. When recently cleared for the second 
time in this century,* of the vast depth of sand in which a 
great part of it had for ages been buried, it was found to 
stand in a vast amphitheatre, cut in the living rock of this 
limestone plateau, of which the huge form of the Sphinx 
was itself originally a part ; the rock having been cut away 
round it, leaving it rising, in the midst of the immense ex- 
cavation, in all its majesty. Two great flights of stairs lead 
down from the rock on which the pyramids stand, close by, 
to the floor from which the wonderful creation springs. 
Looking up from this open area, the human head towers 
a hundred feet over you. The space between the paws is 
thirty-five feet long and ten feet wide, and was in ancient 
times used as a small temple, with an altar of syenite stone 
before it. The date of this amazing triumph of labour and 
genius is immensely remote, going back, apparently, to pre- 
historic ages, before the advent of Menes, the first king of 
the First Dynasty ; so that we are carried back, as we look 
at it, to a period before chronology began, and are face to 
face with the dawn of time. 

Till the last clearance, only the head, neck, and a small 
part of the back were visible above the ever drifting sand ; 
but the size of the head alone spoke of the vast proportions 
of the whole, for the ear is four and one-half feet, the nose 
five feet seven inches, the mouth seven feet seven inches 
long, while the face at its widest part is thirt^n feet eight 
inches across. Unfortunately, the barbarous Mamelukes, 
destroyed in this century by Mehemet Ali, habitually used 

> It WM cleared in 1S17, bj Caviglia, Engliibmen finding the £450 expended. 
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the grand face as a target, so that it is now terribly battered ; 
but, even so late as in the Arab period of Egyptian rule, it is 
described as very pleasing, and of a graceful and beautiful 
type; indeed, one might say, it smiles winningly." 

This wonderful monument was buried in the remote 
times of Thothmes IV. almost as completely as it has been 
in our own day, and was cleared by hi m in consequence of a 
dream apparently directing him to do so. The whole inci- 
dent is curious. Thothmes had been hunting the gazelle, 
and holding a spear-throwing at targets, for his pleasure, 
near Memphis. But as noon approached he had let his ser- 
vants retire for rest, and had himself gone to the temple of 
Sokar in the necropolis, to bring to the god Hormakhu — that 
is, the sphinx, worshipped as the Sun on the Horizon — 
and the goddess Ramni, an offering of ^^the seeds of the 
flowers on the heights," and to pray to the great mother 
Isis. The sphinx, close at hand, was held to be thigjifeeness 
of Kephra or Cheops, the builder of the Great Pyramid, 
whom the flattery of the multitude wor^ipped as a gqd, 
indeed, as the great est go d of these parts ; to whom all 
the inhabitants of Memphis, and of all towns in its districts, 
raise their hands, to pray before his countenance, and to 
offer rich sacrifices." On one of these days the prince in 
his wandering had stretched himself in the shade of the 
great god (the sphinx), when sleep overtook him, and he 
dreamed, exi^tly at noon, and it seemed as if the great god 
spoke to him with his own mouth, as a father speaks 
to his son, in these words : Behold me, look at me, thou, 
my son Thothmes. I am thy father, Hormakhu (the 
sphinx), Kephra (Cheops), Ra (the sun), Toum (the setting 
sun). The kingdom shall be given to thee, and thou shalt 
wear the white crown and the red crown on the throne of 
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the ei^;th-god Se^ the youngest among the gods. The earth 
shall be thine in its length and in its breadth, as far as the 
light of the eye of the Lord of All shines. Plenty and 
riches shall be thine. . . • The sand of the district in 

which I have my existence, has covered me up. Promise 
me that thou wilt do what I in my heart wish ; then will I 
acknowledge that thou art my son and my helper. * After 
this, Thothmes awoke, and resolved to obey the dream, 
which he did forthwith, by clearing away the sand from the 
sphinx, setting up, when he had done it, a great tablet of 
granite 14 feet high, in the temple space between the great 
paws, with an account of his dream in all its details, as I 
have given it : a memento yet to be seen, for the tablet is 
still in the position in which the old Egyptian Pharaoh had 
it placed, so many thousands of years ago. Such a signifi- 
cant dream, told of one of the kings who reigned during the 
Hebrew sojourn on the Nile, reminds us of those in the story 
of Joseph. 

Thothmes IV. was succeeded by Amenhotep III., a king 
well-nigh as great as Thothmes III., if we may judge from 
the number and beauty of the monuments he has left behind 
him, and from the contemporary records that have survived. 
Mesopotamia on the north, and the l§^ld^the nggroes on 
the south, were the boundaries of his empire. Strong and 
courageous, in his visits to Mesopotamia he delighted in 
hunting, and records that he speared with his own hand no 
fewer than two hundred and ten lions. In war, his greatest 
deeds were performed in Ethiopia, the California of those 
ages. Two colossal statues of him, which still rise seventy 
feet above the sand at Thebes, stood originally in front of a 
great temple of Amon, which he built, but is now entirely 

‘ Brngsch, vol. i. pp. 416-417. 
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gone. They looked wonderful in the evening light, when 1 
saw them. The sail over the Nile, with its broad, calm 
stream, green banks, yellow sand islands in the shallows, 
purple hills behind, and the picturesque accessories of 



The Colossi at Theses. Statitbs of Aicenhotep III. 


creaking shadoofs raising water for irrigation from the 
smooth-flowing current, a broken pigeon tower, beside a 
mud hamlet, and graceful clumps of palms fringing the 
alluvial wall of the shore, was delightful, and not less so waei 
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the ride for three miles to the statues. They stand about 
twenty yards apart, and all alone on the great plain, from 
which they once rose amidst the homes and glories of a 
crowded population. Originally hewn out of a single piece 
of gritstone, they have for two thousand years been more or 
less repaired by great blocks of stone let in to fill up gaps 
made by time or accident. So long ago as B.c. 70, one of 
them fell, hut, having been raised, was perfected with ma- 
sonry where necessary, in five layers. An earthquake alone, 
one would think, could overthrow such gigantic figures. 
The eastern statue was in antiquity the famous Memnon, 
from which came a metallic sound when the sun first shone 
into the hollow of its lap, where there seems to have been a 
sonorous slab, such as are known to exist, which the heat 
made for an instant vocal, perhaps by the expansion or vi- 
bration of its particles. A few peasants in blue cotton slips, 
with their little flocks of two or three sheep, or goats, or a 
camel, or a buffalo — that is, a black, flat-horned ox — were 
moving past as I stood before the great seated forms, their 
children playing round, or laying vetches before their four- 
footed companions, for the sheep and goats at least were 
playmates for the little ones. Instead of this humble sur- 
rounding, there had gathered there, more than three thou- 
sand years ago, day by day, the great ones of Egypt, the 
pomp of priests, the illustrious from all lands, and thousands 
of lowlier worshippers. It was a dream of Egypt as it once 
was and as it is to-day. 

Besides these huge colossi, Amenophis left temples, rows 
of sphinxes, and vast rock tombs as his magnificent memori- 
als. Above all, his wise sayings were treasured for ages, and 
he was, moreover, a great conqueror, carrying his arms far 

to the south, and ruling north and east to the Euphrates. 
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After his reign of thirty-five years came his son Amenho- 
tep IV., ^^the long lived, whose mother, the darling wife 
of his father, had been neither of royal blood nor even an 
Egyptian, as has been strikingly shewn with much detail in 
a series of clay tablets, eighty-one in number, very recently 
discovered, giving glimpses of both father and son. These 
documents have, besides, a special interest, since they help 
us to understand the old Hebrew and Western Asiatic rela- 
tions to the Pharaohs better than ever before. 

On the east bank of the Mle, between Minieh and Assi- 
out, a long row of mounds, now known as Tel-el-Amarna, 
cover the wreck of an ancient city. It was, during its short 
glory, the capital of ALmenhotep IV., or Khu-n-Aten, "^the 
Splendour of the round Sun,^^ who transferred to this spot 
the glory of his residence, in consequence of the trouble into 
which he had brought himself by adopting his mother^s 
religion and discarding that of Egypt. As a heretic, he 
had to retire from the hatred and treason of the priests of 
Thebes, and, having built a new capital, transferred thither 
his father^s archives and his own. Among other things car- 
ried to it was, fortunately for us, his own and his father^s 
foreign con*espondence, written in the wedge-shaped writ- 
ing and language of Babylonia, then the court-language of 
Western Asia, and naturally of Egypt, by which Western 
Asia was ruled, far and near. 

These priceless clay tablets were found in one of those 
treasure-houses of ancient annals, the tombs of the kings 
and their officers. In this case it was the grave of a royal 
scribe of Amenophis, or Amenhotep ” III. and IV., of the 
Eighteenth Dynasty — kings who reigned in the sixteenth 
century before Christ, and thus, about 200 years before 
the Exodus — which had given up its records, and also a 
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inimber of seals and papyri of great historical and artistic 
value. 

Xot only do these tablets explain the historical crux men- 
tioned above, but they introduce us to the family life of the 
early kings ; they picture to us the splendours of the royal 
palaces ; they enable us to assist at the betrothal of the 
kings’ daughters, and to follow the kings to their hunting 
grounds. Most of the tablets are letters addressed to Amen- 
liote}) III., among the most interesting of them being some 
written by Tushratta, King of Mesopotamia. We know 
from other sources that Amenhotep was a mighty hunter, 
and that during the first ten years of his reign he killed 102 
lions with his own hand in the plains of Mesopotamia. On 
the occasion of a certain expedition in search of these big 
game, he, like a king in a fairy tale, met and loved Ti, the 
daughter of Tushratta, the king of the country. In due 
time their nuptials were celebrated, and Ti went down into 
Egypt accompanied by 317 of her principal ladies. The 
establishment of this goodly array of Semitic beauties in 
Egypt led to the advent of a host of their countrymen, who, 
finding that the land offered a favourable sphere for their 
inherent business capacities, settled down in large numbers, 
and gradually, like the Jews in Russia at the present day, 
acquired possession of the lands and goods of their hosts. 
The fact of the -preservation of this library of cuneiform tab- 
lets testifies to the influence exercised by the queen, of which 
we also find mention elsewhere. Under her protection her 
countrymen doubtless enjoyed exceptional privileges, and 
during the reigns of the succeeding feeble sovereigns they 
were probably able to hold their own. But with the advent 
to 2 )ower of the Nineteenth Dynasty, about b.c. 1462, a 
change came over their fortunes. They were set to the un- 
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congenial tasks of making bricks and of building walls and 
pyramids ; and finally the oppression they endured ended in 
the outbreak which led to their triumphing gloriously over 
their taskmasters at the passage of the Eed Sea. 

Among the letters translated, the most interesting is one 
from Tushratta, addressed to the great king, the King of 
Egypt, my brother, my son-in-law, who loves me and whom 
I love," and begins, I, Tushratta, the great king, thy 
father-in-law, who loves thee, the King of Midtanni, my 
brother, have peace ; to thee may there be peace, and to thy 
house and to my sister the wife of Amenhotep III.), 
and to the ladies of tliy establishment, to thy sons, to thy 
chariots, to tliy horses, to the generals of tliy forces, to thy 
country, and to thyself may peace be greatly multiplied." 
Aiter a multitude of such complimentary phrases, he pro- 
poses to his son-in-law that they should continue the ar- 
rangement made by their fathers for pasturing double- 
humped camels, and in this way he leads up to the main 
purport of his epistle. He says that Manie, his great- 
nephew, is ambitious to marry the daughter of the King of 
Egypt, and he pleads the young man s cause with a prayer 
that Manie might be allowed to go down to Egypt to woo 
in person. The alliance would, he considers, be a bond of 
union between the two countries, and, he adds, as though 
by an after-thought, that the gold which Amenhotep ap- 
pears to have asked for should be sent at once, together with 
large gold jars, large gold plates, and other articles made 
of gold." After this interpolation he returns to the mar- 
riage question, and proposes to act in the matter of the 
dowry, in the same way in which his grandfather acted, pre- 
sumably on a like occasion. He then enlarges on the wealth 
of his kingdom, where gold is like dust which cannot be 
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counted/^ and he adds that he sends as presents of peace to 
the king by the hand of his grandson Giliya, ‘^a gold vessel 
inlaid (?) with lapis-lazuli, 20 pieces of lapis-lazuli, 19 in- 
laid gold objects of finely chased gold, 42 objects made of 
some kind of precious stone, 40 gold objects inlaid with 
the same sort of precious stone, harness for horses, chariots, 
carved wooden fittings, and 30 eunuchs.” 

Another letter is from Burraburiyash, son of Kuri-Galzu, 
King of Karaduniyash, the traditional Garden of Eden, to 
King Amenhotep IV., in which the writer acknowledges the 
receipt of two manas of gold, but adds that two more are 
absolutely necessary for the ornamentation of the house of 
his god and of his own palace. He promises to send in 
return anything that Amenhotep may wish to have from 
Babylonia, and in the mean time he begs him to accept 

three manas of lapis-lazuli, ten sets of harness for horses, 
five chariots, and various woods.” 

A third letter is from the King of Alashiyato Amenhotep 
III., and is interesting as showing the international rela- 
tions existing between the two countries, and the kindly 
ofiSces which were exchanged between the kings. The 
writer mentions that a native of Alashiya had gone down 
to Egypt and died there, having left his wife and family in 
his native land. As he died possessed of property, the king 
requests Amenhotep to send back his goods by his ambas- 
sador. The writer also begs Amenhotep to accept five 
vessels of bronze, the like of which are not made in the land 
of Egypt,” together with a bull which the king had asked 
for, and promises that the trees Amenhotep had expressed a 
wish to have should be sent him. In return for all these 
gifts he asks for only two kukupu jars, and a man who 
understands eagles.” Let us hope that he got them, and 
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that they afforded him some solace under the affliction ol 
the blighting hand of the god Bazbar (the plague ?), which 
was slaying the people of his land. 

The tablets of the reign of Amenhotep IV., like those to 
his father, were written by the kings and governors of Baby- 
lonia and Assyria, Mesopotamia, Eastern Cappadocia, Syria, 
and Palestine, which was then a dependency of Egypt, with 
Egyptian garrisons and Egyptian governors in its more im- 
portant towns. In other parts of Palestine, however, the 
native princes ’’ were allowed to hold their petty domin- 
ions, which often consisted of little more than single towns, 
with a few villages and fields round them. It is curious 
to read despatches about the political movements in places 
like Gath, Gaza, or Keilah, mentioned in Scripture ; but 
the chief interest of the tablets to general readers lies in the 
romantic story of the marriage of Amenhotep IV. to the 
Syrian princess, and its strange results in the fortunes of 
her son. 

Her name, it seems, was Ti, and she came from Aram 
Naharaim, that is, Syria of the Two Eivers, or Northern 
Mesopotamia. It was on the east of the Euphrates, though 
it sometimes gained land on the west of that river also. Its 
ruler was the nearest Syrian prince independent of Egypt, 
for those ae far as the western bank of the great stream were 
his vassals. 

Ti brought to her Egyptian home Semitic manners, fol- 
lowers, and religion ; and her arrival filled the court with 
officials who had come to her, or with her, from Asia, and of 
course bore names foreign to the Nile. Like the queen, 
they worshipped Baal, the Sun-god, using as his symbol the 
figure of the Solar disk, with wings for its rays, as we see in 
the early monuments of Western Asia. Amenhotep IV. was. 
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naturally, brought up in his mother^s creed, which was also 
that of so many magnates and others around him in the 
palace. When his father died he married another Syrian 
princess from his mother^s country, and introduced still 
more numerously than his father had done Canaanites and 
Phcenicians to the high offices of state. After a time he 
even went the length of publicly adopting the Syrian re- 
ligion, slighting the worship of Amon, the great god of 
Thebes, and of the other Egyptian gods. Hence, though he 
built temples to them, he worshipped only the One God of 
Light — the sun — in honour of whom he even changed his 
name, as I have said, to Khu-n-Aten — the Splendour of the 
round Sun.^' lie further erased the name of Amon and of 
his divine wife Muth from the monuments, and proclaimed 
himself a high-priest of Hormakhu,^^ and a friend of the 
round Sun.^^ Nor was this all. He sought to get the new 
faith adopted by Egypt instead of the faith of his race, but 
the cry of The Church in danger ! rose from the priests 
of the dishonoured god, and led to a rebellion, on account 
of which Amenhotep removed his capital from Thebes to 
Middle Egypt, that is, farther north. There a new city, 
Khu-n-Aten, the city of Aten, the sun, was forthwith built, 
with a grand temple to the Sun-god Aten, in a foreign style, 
and palaces and public buildings, nearly all of granite, labo- 
riously brought from Assouan or Syene. In this new me- 
tropolis he gathered round him a court of foreigners from 
Western Asia, Semitic in blood, as Edward the Confessor 
filled his court with his beloved Frenchmen. The Egyp- 
tians in attendance on him in court offices were only such 
as had gone over to his new creed, and hence the hatred of 
the priesthood grew still more intense against him. But the 
new city rose apace, with a grand temple to the Solar disk. 
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and a great palace ; represented now, with all else in the 
once busy capital, by the silent mounds of earth at Tel-el- 
Amama. 

Though soft and feminine in his featureis, and of a weak, 
unmanly figure, Amenhotep was far from being either 
weak or irresolute in character. Before leaving Thebes, he 
had compelled the dignitaries of the empire to unite with 
labourers and masons in building a huge pyramid of sand- 
stone in honour of the God of Light ; the noblest lords, 
including even the specially illustrious fan-bearers,^^ being 
required to play the humble part of overseers of the work- 
men who cut, shipped, and i)ut together the stone. But he 
was as tender and faithful in his domestic relations as he 
was proud and stern towards his opponents, and clung zeal- 
ously to his new faith ; which, indeed, was much purer and 
loftier than the creed he had discarded. His rupture with 
the priests must have been the great topic of the times in 
Goshen and over all the land, but it did not shake his 
throne, for he died in peace — leaving seven daughters but 
no son — after a reign not without glory from the deeds of 
his armies abroad, and famous for his honest worth at 
home. 

The husband of the third daughter of this king succeeded 
him on his throne, and has had his memory preserved by a 
remarkable painting in tlie tomb of a Theban contemporary. 
It shows us the king on his throne receiving the homage 
and tribute of the nations subject to him. Richly laden 
ships bring the gifts and dues of the negxpj)pp_ulations, and 
with ti^em appears a iifigrg^queen, who has come on a^ char- 
iot dra^ by oxen, surrounded by her slaves and officials, to 
visit the Pharaoh and lay rich presents at his feet, as the 
Queen of Sheba in a later age came to Solomon. 
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The brown-skinned kings of Palestine are also painted in 
rich dresses, their black hair elaborately curled ; offering to 
Pharaoh Syrian horses, led by red-bearded men of low stat- 
ure ; costly and beautiful works of their country, in silver, 
gold, blue stone and green stone ; and all kinds of jewels ; as 
an expression of their wish for peace, and of their respect. 
But Tut-ank-Amon, as the king called himself, was only an 
illegtimate pretender, for his queen, through her mother, 
was not of the pure blood of the Pharaohs ; so that, 
although he returned to the old faith, and thus gained the 
outward support of the priests, he failed to secure their 
warm loyalty. Hence, when he died, after a short reign, 
without a legitimate successor, the throne was seized by Khu- 
n-Aten^s former Master of the Horse — ^^the Holy Father 
Ai^^ — who seems to have made a remarkably good king. 
Gossip about him must have been rife from the Mediter- 
ranean to Nubia — ^how his wife had been nurse to King 
Khu-n-Aten, the heretic ; how this had raised Ai, already a 
lord of the court and a holy father of the highest grade, 
to even higher dignities ; how he had been successively 
fan-bearer on the right hand of the king, and superin- 
tendent of the whole stud of Pharaoh, and ^^the royal 
scribe of justice.” Nor had his wife fared less generously, 
for rumour would justly recount how the high nurse, the 
nourishing mother of the godlike one, the dresser of the 
king,” increased in riches and honour, year by year. 
Wisely orthodox, Ai had the support of the priests, and 
was allowed by them to prepare a tomb for himself amongst 
those of the kings at Thebes. As the Pharaoh, his armies 
preserved the wide limits of the empire, and even won great 
victories, but he had no heirs, and the succession to the 
throne was once more a difficulty at his death. Another 
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Pharaoh had to be discovered, and the good fortune fell in 
this case on a person who had no connection with royalty 
except his having married a sister of the queen of Amen- 
hotep III. His name, however, helped him, for it was 
Horemhib, or Horus, one of the great gods. An inscription 
records the strange steps of his elevation. In his youth he 
had the happiness of being presented to the Pharaoh, who 
named him guardian of the kingdom.^^ In all his deeds 
and ways/^ he tells us, he followed in the path of the gods 
Thoth and Ptah, justice and truth, and they were his shield 
and his protection on earth, to all eternity. He was after- 
wards raised to the great dignity of the Ad on of the land, 
and held the office for many years. This was the position 
granted to Joseph, and hence the honours paid the son of 
Jacob may be gathered from those shown to Horemhib in 
the same office. The great men at the court bowed before 
him, and the kings of foreign nations of the south and 
north came before him, and stretched out their hands at his 
approach, and praised his soul, as if he had been a god. 
His authority was greater than that of the king in the sight 
of mortals, and all wished him prosperity and health.” 

His adoption as the crown prince of the land followed, 
and, next, his selection for the throne, after the death of 
'^The Holy Father.” An inscription detailing the inci- 
dents of his coronation throws light on the relations of the 
priesthood to the Pharaohs and their immense influence in 
Egypt. ^^The noble god Amon (that is, his priests, the 
most powerful corporation in the land) gave command to 
conduct the god Horus (the intended king) to Thebes 
. . . to deliver him his royal office and to establish it for 
the term of his life,” Then came a grand coronation pro- 
cession, and Amon Ra was moved with joy.” The daugh- 
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ter of the late king was forthwith given to him as queen. 
. . , Then went Amon (that is, his image was carried by 

the priests) with his son (the new king) before him, to the 
hall of kings, to set his double crown on his head. There 
the gods (that is, the choirs of their priests) cried out : ^ We 
will to invest him with his kingdom ; we will to bestow on 
him the royal attire of the Sun-god Ra ; we will to praise 
Amon in him. . . And the great name of this god- 

like one was settled and his title recorded.” * 

After this festival in the southern country was finished, 
Amon, the king of the gods (that is, the priests bearing the 
image of Amon with them), went in peace to Thebes, and 
the king went down the river in his ship, like an image of 
the god Hormakhu. Thus he had taken possession of the 
land, as was the custom. He renewed the dwellings of the 
gods (the temples).* He had all their images re-sculptured, 
each as it had been before. He set them up in their temple, 
and he had one hundred images made, one for each of them, 
of like form, and of all kinds of costly stones. He visited 
the cities of the gods, which lay as heaps of rubbish in the 
land, and had them restored. ... He took care of their 
daily festival of sacrifice, and of all the vessels of the tem- 
ples, of gold and silver. He provided the temples with holy 
persons and singers, and with the best of the body-guards, 
and he presented to them arable land and cattle, and sup- 
plied them with all kinds of provision which they required, 
to sing thus, each morning, to the Sun-god Ea : ‘ Thou hast 
made the kingdom great for us in thy son, who is the con- 
solation of thy soul. King Horemhib. . . ” The great 

pyramid raised by the heretic King Khu-n-Aten was soon 

1 Hymns in whidi the Pbaimoh wm adored as the inn-god are sUU extant 

* P119. AnattaHt H. ▼. d. 
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after destroyed^ its stones being taken to raise an addition to 
the temple of Amon, and thus the triumph of the priests was 
at last complete.* When the last king of the Apostate House 
had thus died or been dethroned, the new city was forsaken 
for ever, with all its magnificence of temple and palace, and 
the new kings returned to the worship of Amon of Thebes, 
and Ptah of Memphis, and guarded against the dangers of 
Khu-n-Aten^s times by expelling the Semitic foreigners from 
the land, except in so far as it was thought well to retain 
some proportion, including the Hebrews, to serve as public 
or private slaves. 

With Horemhib expired the Eighteenth Dynasty. The 
Nineteenth was that under which the oppression of the 
Hebrews and their deliverance took place, but both were 
still some generations distant. 


> Brngscli, yol. L pp. 4(KM7a. 



CHAPTER III. 


THE OPPRESSION IN EOTPT. 

Of the history of the Jews in Egypt we know nothing 
directly except in its last period, and even of that we have 
only a few brief and fragmentary notices. They evidently, 
however, hy degrees laid aside, to a large extent, their tent 
life as wandering shepherds, and applied themselves in some 
cases to agriculture ; digging canals from the east branch of 
the Nile to water their fields : in others to the various trades 
and arts of Egypt ; and thus passed from a lower to a higher 
state of social development. Reuben, Manasseh, and Gad, 
indeed, alone clung to the old shepherd life after the Exodus. 

No country in these early ages was so far advanced in 
civilization as Egypt ; none could boast so grand a history ; 
such far-reaching power ; such splendour of architecture ; 
such knowledge of arts and sciences ; such royal magnifi- 
cence in its government, or such accumulated wealth in its 
national treasury and in the hands of its nobles and priests. 
To use the words of Ewald, Egypt— like Athens and Rome 
in later ages, in their relations to the northern races — was a 
magnet which attracted or drove from it the less cultured 
peoples round — a school for wandering, conquering, or con- 
quered nationalities, from which none went away as they had 
come.' A community settled in it, as the Hebrews, when 
they left it, had been, for over four hundred years, must 

< Q^oted in TThlemuin's Itraditm und Hykaos, p. 2. 
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have insensibly caught more or less the inodes of thought 
and special ideas predominant on all sides round them. 
Above all, they must have been largely influenced by the 
strange religion prevailing. Lofty and philosophical in 
theory or in the secret interpretation of the initiated ; 
splendid in its ritual and temples, and universally honoured 
in the land ; it had doubtless much to attract. Traces of 
the great primeval revelation of the One living and only 
God still survived,* though veiled and confused by the poly- 
theism which had sprung up. Thus in a hymn to the god 
Amon,* we And the lines : — 

“ One only art Thou, Thou Creator of beings. 

And Thou only makest all that is created. 


He is One only, Alone, without equal, 

DweUing alone in the holiest of holies,” 

A few among the higher priests doubtless whispered, as a 
mystery trusted only to themselves, the existence of this One 
only God, self existent, His own Father and Son,^^ ^^the 
To-day, Yesterday, and To-morrow, the ‘"I Am that I 
am ; ” * but these glimpses of the august truth were so 
thickly veiled and shaded by the countless and varied forms 
of the Egyptian pantheon, as to elude the recognition or 
comprehension of the multitude. In this very hymn indeed, 
Amon is said to be begotten by Ptah, the local god of Mem- 
phis. But to breathe even this confused vision of the truth 
beyond the small circle of the instructed fgw was an impiety, 

* Dureh Gomit p. 528. Uarda^ voL i. p. 46. 

* Bvlag BapyrU p. 17. Translated by Goodwin, Trans. Soc. Bib. Arch., voJ. ii. p. 
850. Bsoordsofthe Past, vol. il. p. 189. It has been translated also by Grebant and 
Stem. See, also, Uarda, vol. i. p. 45. 

* See this uame—afterwards rightly assumed by Jehovah as dne only to Him« 
qnoted from the hieroglyphics, in Ebers' Durch Qosen, p. 586. 
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to be severely punished.* To the world at large in the Nile 
valley, there were seven gods of the highest rank — Ea, the 
Sun-god, the great national divinity, and Osiris and his 
family. From these had emanated a second grade of twelve 
gods, at whose head stood the moon-god Thoth, and from 
these again, a third, of thirty demi-gods.* But all these 
divinities took so many names and forms of both sexes, that 
the mind could not retain more than a few. Nor was this 
the worst. From the earliest ages, it had been the strange 
custom in Egypt to regard certain beasts, birds, fishes, and 
even insects as the symbols of particular gods.* The croco- 
dile, the goat, the sheep, the scarabaeus beetle, the ox, the 
dog, the dog-faced ape, the shrew-mouse, the cat, the wolf, 
the ichneumon, the lion, the hippopotamus, the ibis, some 
serpents, the sparrow-hawk, some fishes, and some vegeta- 
bles, were sacred in wider or narrower districts, and although 
perhaps regarded by the educated or refiecting few as only 
symbols, were worshipped by the multitude as in some way 
divine. Offerings were presented to the sacred animals; 
priesthoods maintained in their honour ; magnificent temples 
built for their reception ; grand festivals held in their praise, 
and public lamentations made at their death ; whilst to kill 
one of them was a capital crime. They were regarded as 
incarnations in which the particular god had veiled himself, 
to watch the better, from this disguise, the lives of his wor- 
shippers and the current of events. Clement of Alexandria 
aptly expresses the feeling of the outside world towards this 
strange religion. The holy places of the temples," says 
he, are hidden by great veils of cloth of gold. If you ad- 
vance towards the interior of the building to see the statae 

^ TJarda^ vol. 1. p. 46. * LepsiaB, JBgyipUi^ Henog* voL i pb 

3 J. E. MtUler, in Hensog, Tol. xvi. p. 48 l 
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of the god, a priest comes to you with a grave air, chanting 
a hymn in the Egyptian language, and lifts a comer of the 
gorgeous curtain to show you the divinity. But what do you 
see ? A cat, a crocodile, a serpent, or some other dangerous 
animal. The god of the Egyptians 
appears ; it is a beast tumbling about 
on a carpet of purple." The multi- 
tude, ever incapable of refined dis- 
tinctions between the idol or symbol 
and the god who had veiled himself 
in its outward form, paid divine hon- 
ours directly to the sacred bird or 
beast. N'othing more degrading than 
such a monstrous faith could be con- 
ceived. Thus, the people of Thebes 
worshipped the crocodile, which was 
ThbGodThoth. Scribe as hateful farther up the Nile. 

OF THE Gods. , , . , 

A fine specimen having been caught, 
the priests taught it to eat from their hands, and carefully 
tended it. Golden ear-rings were hung in its ears and brace- 
lets set on its forefeet. * Strabo gives an account of a visit to 
one. Our host," says he, took cakes, broiled fish, and a 
drink prepared with honey, and then went towards the lake * 
with us. The brute lay on the bank, whither the priests 
went to it. Two of them then opened its jaws, and a third 
put into its mouth, first the cakes, then the fish, and finally 
they poured the drink down its throat. After this, the 
crocodile shambled into the water and swam to the bank on 
the other side. Another stranger having arrived with a 
similar offering, the priests took it, made the circuit of the 

* Herod., U. d9. 

• The sacred lake In the temple grounds, made for the divine crocodile. 
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lake, and, having reached the crocodile, gave it to him in 
the same wslj .” * It was not uncommon for rich people to 
spend immense sums on a splendid funeral of a sacred cat,* 
dog, or ram ; ® and so zealous were the multitude in their 
worship, that even so late as a 
century and a half before Christ, 
a Roman living in Alexandria, 
having by accident killed a cat, 
was seized by the crowd, on the 
fact being known, and put to 
death on the spot, though he 
was a Roman citizen, and 
though the king, who dreaded 
Rome and trembled for his 
crown, implored them to spare 
the unfortunate man’s life.* 

Some of these beast-gods were 
only locally famous ; others were 
honoured by the whole country. 

The ram was honoured at Thebes, 
where the great god Amon had a 
ram’s head. At Mendes, in the 
heart of the Hebrew district, the goat was sacred to the god 
Binebtat, who was represented with a goat’s head and legs. 
His worship, in keeping with his symbol, was wildly fanati- 
cal, and hateful for its orgies of lust and impurity.* At 
Kynopolis, the dog ; at Lycopolis, the wolf, and perhaps 

* Strabo^ xvli. 1. 

* Mne JBgypU KimiQst, vol. ii. pp. 61, 812. * Diodoras, i. 84. 

* Ibid,, i. 83. See, also, another case, Hours with the Bible, yol. i. p. 18. 

* The Hebrews seem to haye been drawn away by this idol and to have sacrificed 
to him. Lev. xvii. 7. Dent. xxxU. 17. In these texts the word devils " is to be 
translated '*goata.'* 

VOL. n.-« 
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the jackal ; at Bubastis, the cat ; at Tochompso, the croco- 
dile was worshipped. Every household, moreover, had its 
sacred bird, which it fed during its life and buried with 
the family after its death, when it had been carefully em- 
balmed.* The goddess Pecht had the head of a cat, Hathor 
that of a cow, and Osiris was worshipped under an ob- 
scene symbol. 

The goat of Mendes was the soul of Osiris ; the 
calf Mnevis of On, ‘^the soul of Ra,^^ the great Sun-god. 
The phoenix, a fabulous bird, was an incarnation of Osiris, 
as the ibis was of Thoth, and the sparrow-hawk of Horus. 
But the ox Apis, at Memphis, not far from Goshen, was the 
supreme expression of the divinity in an animal form. He 
was regarded as an incarnation of Osiris and Ptah together, 
and hence was honoured as, at once, ^^the second life of 
Ptah," and ^^the soul of Osiris."® He had no father, but a 
ray of light quickened him in the womb of his cow mother 
which henceforth could bear no other calf.® It was required 
that he be black, with a triangular white spot on his fore- 
head ; the figure of a vulture or eagle with outspread wings 
on his back, and that of a scarabaBus on his tongue. Such 
marks, it need hardly be said, never appeared, but the 
priests had symbols which they accepted in their stead, as 
astronomers fancifully recognize the outline of a dragon, a 
bear, or a lyre in the positions of the stars of different con- 
stellations. “ He was not allowed, however, to live more 
than twenty-five years. At the end of this period he was 
drowned in the sacred fountain of the Sun, and his em- 
balmed body was then laid with great public solemnities in 
a magnificent tomb.* 

» Creuzer’s Syrribolik^ p. 158. • Strabo, xvii. 1. 

* Herod., iii. 28. 

^ Mariette, BvUetin ArcJi. de VAthenasum^ 1855, p. 54. 


^ Page 19. 
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With all this degradation, however, the Egyptian religion 
had the glory of maintaining the immortality of the soul as 
one of its most cherished doc- 
trines, and with this the resur- 
rection of the body ; though 
they linked the continued exist- 
ence of the spirit to that of the 
frail tenement in which it had 
lived on earth.* 

In the midst of such an 
idolatry the Hebrews could 
for themselves see its results. 

Cherishing for generations the 
lofty faith of Abraham, they 
must have kept very much 
apart while the pure creed of 

the patriarchs still held its ^ . 

^ ^ ^ The God Amon. 

ancient place in their hearts. 

They saw tlie race which honoured beast-gods sunk into 
degradation, and treated as slaves by their kings and the 
higher castes. There was no reverence for man as man, no 
recognition of the personal freedom of the population at 
large. The Pharaohs boasted of descent from the gods, and 
were worshipped even during their life as divine, and the 
whole land and all the people in it belonged to them. If a 
portion of the soil were left to the peasant it was an act of 
grace. There was, in fact, no people ” in Egypt ; only 
slaves. They were forced to toil, at the royal will, in raising 
temples, pyramids, and cities, under the eyes of remorseless 
drivers.” Nor was any sympathy for the suffering multi- 



^ The best acconnt 1 know of Egyptian ideas of immortality is in Maspero's Egyp 
Han Arc/i<Boloffy. London, 1889. 
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tude shown by the priests, who steadily ranged themselves 
on the side of power. Thus, sunk in political degradation, 

the multitude sought compen- 
sation in immorality. Gentle 
and patient as they were, the 
Egjrptians were also specially 
impure. With such a worship, 
they gave the reins to the baser 
passions, for why should a man 
be better than his gods ? Un- 
natural vices prevailed on every 
side.* Universal and open im- 
purity marked their great yearly 
religious festivities at Bubastis 
and Dendera,* at which 700,000 
people sometimes were assembled. 

It would have been astonishing if, amidst such corrup- 
tion, the Hebrews had remained uncontaminated. Yet the 
wonder is they were not worse than they proved. Their 
independence and separate nationality, long respected, 
doubtless shielded them in part, yet they had, as a people, 
lapsed into a very low spiritual condition when Moses 
appeared. The name of the God of their fathers had been 
forgotten,® and they had defiled themselves with the idols 
of Egypt,* and worshipped a calf, perhaps the symbol of the 
god Mnevis, under the very shadow of Sinai. They would 
appear also, as already said, to have sacrificed to the sacred 
goat Mendes,* which was so much honoured in Egypt that 
the whole land mourned its death. Indeed, after the con- 

* Herod., ii. 46 Lev. xvili. 8 fl. “ After the doings of the land of Egypt wherein 
ye dwelt shall ye not do.” See, especially, ver. 23. Comp, with Herod., ii. 60. 

* Ebers, hurch. Gosm^ p. 488. » Exod. hi. 18. 

* Saek. xz. 7, 8. * Page 81, n. 
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quest of Canaan they still clung to the worship of Egyp- 
tian gods.* Nor was idolatry the only evil learned by their 
long sojourn on the Nile. Ezekiel, so late as the time of 
the Captivity, reminds them how even their maidens had 
jrielded to the impurities of Egypt, and had given them- 
selves up to shameless sin.* 

But if, on the one hand, the Hebrews were thus contami- 
nated by the religion and morals of the Nile valley, on the 
other hand, they gained much in their social and national 
development by residence there. Surrounded by the highest 
existing culture, they gradually became fitted for independ- 
ent national life. The sciences, arts, and mode of life of 
their neighbours re-appear more or less in their future his- 
tory; the medical knowledge of Israel, its civilization, 

its laws and customs, and even its knowledge of writing. 
Arithmetic, geometry, and acquaintance with the heavens 
were unknown to them before entering Egypt ; and arts, of 
which no trace exists in the patriarchal times, appear among 
them immediately after the Exodus. We find them then 
executing delicate work in gold, silver, wood, and stone; 
skilled in weaving, embroidering, and dyeing,* and able to 
cut, set, and engrave precious stones.* 

Nothing is told us of their history in Egypt, but an allu- 
sion in Chronicles* may refer to an unsuccessful attempt to 
break away from the Nile before the days of Moses. Their 
families grew into twelve, thirteen, or fourteen tribes,* and 

> Josh. xziT. S8. * Ezek. xxiii. 8. 

» Graetz, OtschickUy vol. 1. p. 14, TJhlemann, Die Israeliten^ p. 8. 

* Proved bj the tJrim and Thnmxnim, the stones on the high-priest's shonlders, 
and on his breastplate, etc. These were engraved with the names of the tribes. Bat 
the mention of a signet ring (Qen. zxxviii. 18) may imply the knowledge of atone 
engraving at an earlier period. 

* 1 Chron. vii. 21. 

* The nnmber of the tribes is asnally given as twelve, Ephraim and Manaaaeb 
being reckoned as two, and Levi not counted. Manaaseh, however, broke np intotwo^ 
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these maintained a steadfast relationship through common 
descent and traditions. To the Eeubenites, as descendants 
of JacoVs eldest son, the leadership would, under ordinary 
circumstances, have been assigned, but the patriarch, in his 
dying words, virtually deposed their forefather from the 
rights of the first-bom. Bubbling over like water , m 
his unbridled passions, he had defiled his father’s couch,^^ 
and would have no preeminence such as his birthright 
promised,* The Eeubenites, as has been noticed already, 
were and remained nomadic shepherds, as also did the Gad- 
ites and the eastern half -tribe of Manasseh, with whom simi- 
larity of life united them; but even among these Keuben 
took no foremost place. In the same way, the next eldest 
tribe, Simeon, remained always subordinate, and ended by 
being virtually lost in that of Judah. Over them, also, for 
their lawless conduct at Shechem, their father^s words hung 
like a blight, for their swords had been instruments of 
^violence.^^* ^^0 my soul,” the dying patriarch had added, 
of both Simeon and Levi, in this connection, ‘^come not 
thou into their council ; unto their assembly, mine honour, 
be not thou united ; for in their anger they slew men, and 
in their self-will they houghed oxen.”* Both, as he pre- 
dicted, were, literally, divided in Jacob and scattered in 
Israel.” Judah, although in later times the most power- 
ful and noted of all the tribes, was long in taking the 
leadership, which in Egypt and for ages afterwards, was 
naturally held by that of Joseph ; including from the 
first its two great branches — Ephraim, long supreme as 

tiiat on tbe east and that on the west of the Jordan, and hence there were thirteen 
tribes, or, with Levi, fonrteen. Graetz thinks the number of offerings in Numbers 
xxix. 13— thirteen— refers to thirteen tribes {Oeschichte, vol. i. p. 11), but if so, the 
fourteen offerings that follow would include I^vi, and make fourteen tribes. 

> Gesenius, Thes.^ 1098 d, 645 a. Mhhlau and Volck, under the word Yathar. 

a Gesenius, 67S5. * Lit. translation, Gen. zliz. 6. 
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the representative of its great forefather, and spoken of 
as ‘^Israel;” and Manasseh, which separated into the 
eastern and western branches of Machir and Gilead. The 
other tribes were always subordinate : Benjamin, Issachar, 
and Zebulon connecting themselves in a measure with the 
descendants of Joseph ; Dan, Asher, and Naphtali choosing 
a more isolated life, comparatively apart from their brethren. 
The tribe of Levi held a peculiar position. Assuming the 
moral leadership in Egypt, it afterwards rose to be the 
])riestly and ecclesiastical head of the nation . 

The tribal constitution of these various clans, in Egypt, 
was simple. They had no common chief, but lived under 
the rule of their own elders or sheiks. This simple pa- 
triarchal form of government they retained in common 
with their related nations, the tribes of Edom and those de- 
scended from Ishmael,' and with the Horites— or Cave-men 
— who lived among the Edomites, and were of Canaanitish 
descent.’ As the Edomites had Allufim, or heads, "Hhe 
dukes of our version, the tribes of Israel had chiefs, known 
as princes, even before the time of Moses, for there is no 
mention of their having been introduced by the great law- 
giver. Under these “ princes ’’ or elders, were subordi- 
nate chiefs of greater and lesser divisions ; each tribe being 
apparently divided into twelve Families,” or clans, and 
each clan into twelve ‘‘ Houses of the Fathers.”’ All these 
chiefs, no doubt, ranked among the elders ” of the nation ; 
but it is impossible to tell whether this name, the Hebrew 
Zaken, an elder — like the Arab Sheik, the Eoman Senator, 
the Saxon Alderman, or the modern Signior, which mean 
the same, was simply a title of rank, without reference to 

> Gen. zxv 16 ; xxxvl 10, 11. • Gen. xxxvL 29, 8a 

* Nam. 1 . 2. Josh. vii. 14, 17. 
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age, or is to be literally understood. Nor is there any hint 
of the mode by which the heads or elders were elected in 
cases of vacancy in their number.* 

Thus we have to think of Israel in Egypt not as a mere 
mob or multitude, but as a nation, or at least an organized 
community, of which the unit was the family, ruled by the 
father, with very extensive power. Separate households, 
moreover, grouped together into a minor clan, made a 

House of the Fathers/* and a number of these, springing 
from a common ancestor, formed a family,** or what the 
fiomans would have called a ^^gens,** over which, as a 
greater house, was also set a father,** or ^^head,** or 

prince.** The different tribes, however, showed very dif- 
ferent characteristics. Keuben, Gad, and Simeon, as has 
Deen noticed, clung to a pastoral life, while Benjamin was 
famous for its warlike skill and spirit. Military unions, 
known as thousands,** were common to all ; meaning, it 
may be, 1,000 soldiers from each, or bands selected from 
1,000 households.* From the earliest times, also, the man- 
hood of Israel were accustomed to act together ; consulting 
and determining, with a noble freedom, on their common 
interests. Every district and division of the whole people 
took part in these assemblies, by representation or otherwise, 
and nothing was binding on them which had not been voted 
at such a general parliament. Thus a healthy spirit of free- 
dom, and a patriarchal government, obtained from the first ; 
each head** or ‘‘elder,** in his lesser or greater sphere, 
representing its members in the gathering of the tribes, at 

1 MichaeliB, Moshisches Recht^ yol. i. p. 268. Ewald, OetehiehU^ yol. i. p. 619. 
Ewald, Alterthumer^ pp. 821 ff 

3 Ewald thinks the number of higher and lower elders (including princee) wm 
1,72S , i 12 princes, 12 heads of families of each tribe, and 12 heads of houses ** 
(in the collective sense) of each family. 
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which, in later times, over 400,000 men, fit for war, in some 
cases, met.* There was, moreover, under Moses, and appar- 
ently in all after ages, a senate or council ol elders, num- 
bering seventy or seventy-two, on whom lay a special re- 
sponsibility as the advisers of the nation. 

But notwithstanding differences so radical between the free 
internal organization of the Hebrews and the slavery of the 
Egyptian people, the stay of over 400 years on the Xile must 
have left many results of which the traces are lost. Some, 
however, which are still known, and have already been named, 
deserve more detailed mention. Of these the knowledge and 
\se of writing must rank among the chief. It is not men- 
tioned in connection with the patriarchs ; but Moses, after 
the Exodus, writes the commandments on two tables of 
stone, as he had seen done so often in Egypt ; and directions 
to write separate laws in a book are of frequent occurrence. 
Egyptian words, also, were incorporated with the Hebrew. 
The Jewish measures are called by Egyptian names — the log, 
the ephah, the hin, and the bath. * The local name for the 
Nile, Jeor, meaning at once a ditch, a canal, or a river, 
and used especially of the Nile, is transferred to the Bible 
text. So also the word Achu — the papyrus reed-beds — is 
the Egyptian word used in Genesis for the green edge of the 
Nile, from which the cattle in Pharaoh’s dream ascended to 
the shore.® Gomeh — the word used for the material of the 
ark in which Moses fioated — is pure Egyptian for the papy- 
rus. The month Adar bears the name of the Egyptian 
Athyr, and the Nablium, or ten-stringed harp, is common to 
both languages. Sus, the Hebrew word for horse, was 
adopted in Egypt. Adon, the name for the Ark” of the 
Covenant, and Tabah, that of the ark ” in which Moses 

> Jadg. zx. 2. s Graets, yol. 1. p. 869. Uhlemann, p. S2. * zlL la 
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was preserved, are also both Egyptian. Still more curious, 
it appears certain that the word On — the cry of mourning 
for the dead — was only the perpetuation in Hebrew of the 
lament for On/^ the winter retiring sun, raised yearly, to 
commemorate the death of Osiris, when thousands of Egyp- 
tian men and women beat their breasts as they walked in 
sad procession, uttering loud cries of grief. ^ The hierarchy 
of the Levites reminds us of the constitution of the Egyp- 
tian priesthood ; the divisions of the Tabernacle and of the 
Temple were similar to those of the Egyptian temples. “ 

How long the Hebrews enjoyed peace and independence 
after the death of Joseph is only conjecture. It is very 
probable that a great king like Thothmes III. , who needed 
such multitudes of labourers and workmen for his vast con- 
structions, pressed into his service, not only Egyptians and 
prisoners of war, but Asiatic races like the Hebrews, living 
on the Delta. 

But it was left to Eameses II., the Sesostris of the Greeks 
— ^his Egyptian name, Rameses, meaning in the hieroglyph- 
ics, Book of the Sun-god — the ninth king after Thothmes 
III., and the third monarch of the Nineteenth Dynasty, to 
earn for himself, especially, the evil distinction of the Op- 
pressor of the Hebrews. The Exodus is believed by MaS’ 
pero* to have taken place under Seti II., the next king but 
one after Eameses, but De Eouge, Chabas, Lenormant, 
Sayce, Lepsius, Brugsch, Ebers, and others agree in assign- 
ing it to the reign of Menephtah I., Rameses" son and suc- 
cessor. 

It is hard to speak positively of dates so remote as those of 
the reigns of the monarchs before the Exodus, but it is safe 
to say that about fifteen hundred years before Christ, Ram- 

> Graetz, vol. l p. 870. a Uhlemann, p.4. * Hiaiotre, etc., p. 250. 
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eses was on the throne of Egypt. In any other country the 
only means of knowing the personal appearance of one so 
long dead would be from some contemporary portrait or 
written sketch, but in the valley of the Nile the ancient 
practice of embalming preserves the withered lineaments of 
humanity through age after age. The mummy of Eameses 
and that of Seti I. , his father, with those of a large number 
of other Pharaohs, now lie as a show to all the world in the 
chambers of the museum at Gizeh. They were discovered 
in 1879 through the vigilance of Professor Maspero, then in 
charge of the Egyptian collections. Finding that the Arabs 
at Thebes were selling objects from some unknown royal 
tombs, he arrested the chief men and thus got the secret. 
In revealing it Maspero was led up the hills across the river, 
and shewn a cleft in the rocks, down which he was able to 
descend by a rope, into a deep pit, in which he found a 
chamber hewn out in the mountain. In this were eighteen 
huge mummy cases, including those containing Eameses and 
his father, and all were speedily lifted out and taken to the 
museum, where, on his mummy being unrolled, it was found 
that Eameses had been a man of five feet eleven inches in 
height. Of his features, now dried into black leather, no 
idea could, of course, be formed, beyond the fact that his 
nose was aquiline and his head rather under than over the 
usual size. It appeared that in the time of Eameses IX., 
about eleven hundred and thirty-three years before Christ, 
many royal tombs had been rifled, and that, to protect those 
still untouched, they had been removed and hidden where 
they have so recently been found. 

The first chapters of Exodus imply that the facts they re- 
count took place under kings who reigned in peace ; for had 
they had defensive wars on their hands they could not have 
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oppressed the Hebrews, lest they should join the enemy. 
Such internal peace, as we shall see, marked the times of 
Rameses II., who, though in the earlier years of his rule en- 
gaged in foreign wars, passed the longer half of it in undis- 
turbed quiet. The Nineteenth Dynasty had been founded 
by Rameses I., who had been succeeded, after a brief and 
obscure reign, by his son Sethos or Seti I., a great king. 
Under him the outer nations on the north-east, appar- 
ently an alliance of the remnants of the Hyksos with other 
related peoples, had once more overrun the Delta, to find 
sustenance for themselves and their cattle in the possessions 
of Pharaoh. But they had been driven back, and Palestine, 
their nearest stronghold, and even the region of the Orontes, 
had been invaded and conquered. Wars with Libya and 
with the nations south of Egypt had followed, but they had 
been succeeded by a long period of repose. 

New temples at Thebes, Memphis, On, and elsewhere 
had marked Seti's reign ; but the immense expenditure had 
pressed so heavily, that attention was once more given to 
the careful working of the gold mines of Nubia, to fill the 
empty treasury. The remembrance of the dangers of many 
former kings, from the shepherd races and their allies on the 
north-east, must, however, amidst all their glory, have caused 
both Seti and the young Rameses anxious thoughts ; for the 
Hebrews and other allied races formed the bulk of the popu- 
lation of the Delta, and were likely to join invaders con- 
nected with them by blood. To weaken and cripple these 
Asiatic communities inside the great wall, must, therefore, 
have long been a settled aim of Egyptian policy. 

Rameses ^ was undisturbed by any troubles in Egypt, or 

> For sketches of Rameses, besides Uarda^ see Bmgsch, Tram, cf Soc. Bib. 
Arch., vol. V. p. S8. Mne JSgypt KbnigatocTUer^ rol. i. p. S29. 
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by any invasion, though his wars with the great Hittite 
empire of Western Asia lasted from the fourth to the 
twenty-first year of his reign, and ended in a treaty gladly 
made on both sides, after a struggle in which each was 
equally exhausted. Memorials of their campaigns still sur- 
vive at widely distant points. I have seen with intense 
interest tablets sculptured by his command, on smoothed 
sheets of rock at the side of the narrow military road 
stretching to the Dog Kiver, near Beirout, the one passage 
for armies north and south. The sea beats against the foot 
of the precipice below : the road is merely a shelf cut out in 
the cliffs, which rise steep from its inner side. His victories 
and campaigns are set forth, and he himself stands in a 
separate sculpture, at full length, in his royal robes; the 
road being broader before these memorials than elsewhere, 
as if extra width had been created, to give room for the 
high ceremonial of their religious consecration, by the 
priests in attendance. I have also seen, on the walls of 
the great buildings of ^^meses, at Thebes, detailed sculp- 
tures of his Syrian wars. The forts of Tabor, in the land 
of the Amorites,^^ of Merom, of Salem, and of the taking 
of the revolted city of Ascalon are set forth among other 
historical delineations, which cover great spaces on the 
walls. The inscriptions, moreover, inform us that Rameses 
established a line of Egyptian fortresses as far north as 
Damascus : a fact to be remembered in connection with the 
invasion of Palestine by the Hebrews, not very much later. 
His wars were, however, not only carved on the great stones 
of his temples, but sung in lengthy verse by the court poet 
Pentaur. 

The result of so many years of wasting strife was, after 
all, far below what might have been expected. An offensive 
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and defensive alliance was formed between Bameses and 
the Hittite rulers, each promising to come to the assistance 
of the other, if attacked, and agreeing to give up political 
offenders, criminals, or runaway slaves who had sought 
refuge within the boundaries of either empire.* From this 
time peace reigned on the Nile, and Rdmeses was free to 
carry out his policy of repression towards the Hebrews and 
their related fellow-settlers of the north-east of Egypt — at 
once to utilize their labour and to break their spirit. Such 
a period of quiet did not recur under his successors, who 
were disturbed by internal commotions, and thus, as has 
been said, Kameses seems marked out specially as the 
Pharaoh of the Oppression. 

That he is rightly thought so, seems further established 
by the fact that the incidents related in the beginning of 
Exodus demand the long continuance of a single reign. 
Not only must the successive persecutions of the Hebrews 
have required a number of years, but Moses, on his return 
to Egypt after his residence of forty years in Midian, found 
the same king still on the throne. No Pharaoh, however, 
of the Nineteenth D3masty held the sceptre thus long but 
Kameses II. The son of one who was not of pure royal 
blood, he had been regarded as the true king, through his 
mother, even from his birth, and had hence, from child- 
hood/ been associated on the throne with his father ; though 
he dates his reign only from Seti’s death, when he himself 
was eighteen or twenty years of age. Yet he lived to wear 
the crown for sixty-seven years,* in wonderful accordance 
with the statement that after a long time the king of 

> Bragsch, vol. il. p. 68. 

t Lenonnant, Histoire Aneierme, Tol. I. p. 401 

• Brngsch, toI. ii. p, lUI. 
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Egypt died.” ‘ His reign, therefore, answers precisely the 
conditions required by the Bible narrative. 

The monuments of this great king still cover the soil of 
Egypt and Nubia in almost countless numbers, and show 
him to have been the greatest builder of all the Pharaohs.* 
There is not, says Mariette, a ruin in Egypt or Nubia that 
does not bear his name. Two grand temples at Ipsamboul, 
hewn out of the hills, with four colossal human figures, 
sixty-five feet high, at the entrances, were intended to per- 
petuate the memory of his victories over the Soudanese of 
Dongola and the Syrians. At Thebes, the great temple of 
Amenhotep III. was finished, and adorned with two huge 
obelisks in granite, one of which is now in Paris. The 
second huge porch or pylon of the great temple of Amon 
at Karnak was covered with tableaux, representing the wars 
with the Hittites or Kheta of the Orontes. The temple of 
Gournou, begun by Seti, was finished and consecrated. The 
Kamesseum of Thebes, another great temple, is covered 
with sculptures also commemorating the Hittite wars. The 
temple of Abydos, built in honour of Seti, shows that king 
sitting on the throne in the midst of the gods ; a club in 
one hand, in the other a sceptre. Gods sit on each side, and 
in rows behind him, while Itameses offers homage, in front, 
to his father, as to one of their number. Everywhere : at 
Memphis, at Bubastis, at the quarries of Silsilis, and at the 
mines of Sinai, similar memorials occur. The temple of 
Ptah, at Memphis, had a porch built by him at its entrance, 
at the sides of which were placed statues nearly fifty feet 

1 Exod ii. 23 : Laath's translation. AUgemdne Zeitunq^ 1877, p. 429. So, Be 
Wette and Angnsti. Hitzig, Chachichte^ p. 59, makes Joseph come to Egypt under 
Rameses II , and so does Berthean (p. 288). Mnnk more justly assigns the date as 
daring the reign of the Hyksos. PalHsUnat p. 264. So, writer in Trans. 8oc. 
Arcfi.^ vol. V p. 78. 

^ Maspero, pp. 225-6. 
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high.' of himself and his queen, besides the gigantic one 
rising more than a hundred feet high, near them, which 
has already been noticed. In the land of Goshen he built 
the vast temple of Zoan-Tanis, the city itself being, besides, 
rebuilt. He founded towns, dug canals, and filled the land 
with colossi, sphinxes, statues, and other creations. Of the 
thirty-two obelisks which yet exist in Egypt or elsewhere, 
twenty-one were either in whole or in part due to him ; and 
of the eight temples which still remain in the ruins of 
Thebes, there is only one which he did not complete or 
build entirely.® He also erected a chain of fortifications 
along the entire north-east frontier of Egypt, for 160 miles, 
to defend it from the invasions of the Syrians and Arabs. 
Cities which were endangered by the yearly inundations he 
protected by huge earthen dykes, and he intersected the 
entire region between Memphis and the sea with channels 
of irrigation so wide and so numerous, that it became hence- 
forth impracticable for cavalry or war chariots, for which it 
had before been especially adapted. Herodotus further tells 
us, that he marked off the land thus reclaimed in square 
blocks, and distributed them among his Egyptian favour- 
ites, treating the Delta as a new province, now, for the first 
time, incorporated with the rest of the kingdom. 

But with what an expenditure of human misery must all 
fchi^ have been attended ! It fills the mind with horror to 
think of the thousands of prisoners of war, or forced la- 
bourers and workmen, who must have died under the blows 
of the drivers, or under the weight of privations and toil too 
great for human endurance, in raising these innumerable 
creations. When slaves could not be had in sufidcient num- 

» Herod., tl. ItO. Died., 1. 67. They were thirty cubits high. 

* Notes on Obelisks, by J. Bonomi. Trans. Boyal 8oc. JM., toI. t. p. IM. 
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berSj after the close of the Syrian wars^ great dave-himting 
razzias to Ethiopia were organized^ to hany the far south 
and drag off thousands of victims^ in chains^ to toil in the 
brickfield^ the quarry, or the temple precincts. All the for- 
eign tribes of Semitic origin who had settled in the Delta 
were oppressed by forced labour. Even the native popula- 
tion had to suffer. A letter of the period is still extant, 
which tells how the tax-collector arrives (in his barge) at 
the wharf of the district, to receive the government share of 
the crops. His men, armed with clubs, are with him, and 
his negroes, with batons of palm-wood, cry out, ^ Whereas 
your wheat and there is no way of checking their exac- 
tions. If they are not satisfied, they seize the poor wretch, 
throw him on the ground, bind him, drag him off to the 
canal at hand, and throw him in, head first ; the neighbours 
running off, to take care of their own grain, and leaving 
the poor creature to his fate. His wife is bound, and she 
and his children carried off." * The numbers of prisoners 
taken in wars were, indeed, far too smidl to meet the de- 
mand for labour on such vast and countless works as Bameses 
undertook, for in the records of each campaign the returns, 
carefully given, are singularly insignificant ; men preferring 
death to the horrors of slavery.* He could only procure 
the toil required for works more numerous than those of 
all the other kings of Egypt for 2,000 years, by driving off 
to them, as forced labourers, all the population he could ven- 
ture to enslave, the Hebrews among them.* 

1 HMpero, Du Omr% cheu le$ Andmt J0BrypUen», Lenormaat, Maavud 

<ff PHUi, Andmne de P Orient^ vol. i.p. 488. The priests told Diodorus that no 
native Egyptian had had to work on these vast donstmctions, hot they knew wall 
that this was not the truth. 

s Even four, ten, or fifteen prisoners are carefully noted. The highest number 
taken in any one series of campaigns is given on the monuments 

* Homer, in the Odyswy^ xiv. 878, xvii. 441, make « TTIysses ^peak of the Egyptlaafi 
aa killing some of his crew sod driving off the rest to slave labour. 
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The tasks to which they were set included all that the 
plans of Bameses demanded. They were doubtless marched 
in gangs to the quarries to hew out huge blocks of granite 
and limestone, and then set to drag them to their respective 
destinations, or to ship them on rafts and pilot them down 
the Mle. They would be employed in digging canals ; in 
making bricks and mixing mortar for the countless erections 
always in progress ; in painfully raising the Nile waters into 
the canals for irrigation, and their circulation over the land, 
as we still see it along the banks of the river, where the 
peasants, naked under the burning sun, work through the 
day, like pieces of machinery, drawing up the buckets of 
water from the stream, to the fields above. All manner of 
service in the field, in short, would be exacted from them, 
besides all their (other) labour, which they put upon them 
with rigour.^’ ‘ 

It is very hard to make the smooth road on which the 
colossus is to slide along," says an inscription of the period ; 

but how unspeakably harder to drag the huge mass like 
beasts of burden." There was no machinery then ; little 
mechanical help ; the strain lay almost wholly on human 
thews and sinews. The arms of the workman," continues 
the inscription, are utterly worn out. His food is a mix- 
ture of all things vile ; he can wash himself only once in a 
season. But that which above all is wretched is when he 
has to drag for a month together, over the soft yielding soil 
of the gardens of a mansion, a huge block of ten cubits by 
six."* Egypt in all ages has been so marked by the oppres- 

1 Ezod. L 14 

3 AboQt 17 feet by 10. Pajiyrus SaUlir^ li. 6. 1. Ohubas, Beeherehet iur la 
XiX* Dym8it4sV‘ ^44. 120,000 men died in digging oat a canal to unite the Nile and 
the Bed Sea, in the reign of Pharaoh Necho, and, after all, the acheme waa absn* 
doned on acconnt of un adverse oiacle. See aleo vol. i. pp. 4^9. 
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sion of its toiling thousands, that one of the crimes from 
which an Egyptian had to clear himself before the judge of 
the soul, was cruelty to them. Thirty thousand men died 
in this very century in digging out the Mahmoudieh Canal 
with their hands, without picks, or spades, or wheelbarrows 
— falling worn out with toil exacted from them by the blows 
of their pitiless taskmasters ; and the monuments show sim- 
ilar misery to have been inflicted from the remotest ages. 
Doubtless the Hebrews suffered in the same way, and their 
groans and murmurs may well have taken the shape of those 
of the wretched fellahs of our own day, whose songs have 
such refrains as, The chief of the village, may the dogs 
tear him, tear him, tear him : They starve us, they 

starve us : They beat us, they beat us : But there^s 

some one above who will punish them well, who will punish 
them well.^^ ^ 

The records strangely surviving from remote ages, on 
potsherds used by those too poor to buy proper material for 
writing, on papyri, or from relics found in ancient ruins 
themselves, confirm the fact that the poorer classes have 
always been much oppressed in Egypt, and the Hebrews 
must have shared their hardships to the full. The social 
condition of the ancient fellah was mainly that of serfdom. 
He formed part of the rich landowneris estate ; and if the 
estate were sold, he went with the soil which his ancestors 
had tilled for immemorial generations. Yet he was not a 
slave. He was under the direct protection and supervision 
of the law. He was bound, for instance, to present himself 
at stated periods before the government scribes, who entered 
his name, age, and special employment in the official rolls, 
together with a description of his person, and a note as to 

* NasBaa Senior's Journal in EgypU 1856. Stephens' InddenU^t vol. i. p. 98. 
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his good or bad conduct during the year. This is a scene 
frequently represented in the tomb-paintings. If sent by 
his master from one part of the country to another, the serf 
was required to carry a written permit or passport. If he 
ran away, he could be pursued only by the police, and 
judged only by the magistrate. His owner, though wielding 
a paternal right of corporal punishment, was evidently no 
irresponsible proprietor of a human chattel. The stick 
might be laid freely enough across the back of an idle 
labourer ; the bastinado might be applied to the soles of his 
feet; but the master could not, in old Egyptian phrase, 
give breath." In other words, he exercised no power of 
life and death. In the case of runaway serfs, the law was 
supreme : not even a royal prince being free to act for him- 
self. The right of petitioning Pharaoh was open to the 
meanest of his subjects, even those who, being too poor to 
buy a bit of papyrus, had to write their lowly supplication to 
the monarch on a worthless potsherd. The craftsmen of the 
town were often serfs like the peasants, and it is hard to say 
which had the harder lot. In the old papyrus, already 
quoted, we have a glimpse of peasant life. Behold," it 
says, ^^the humble farm labourer. His whole life is con- 
sumed amid the beasts of the fields. His strength is spent 
in tending the vines and the hogs. He seeks his food in the 
fields. If he is well, he is well among the cattle ; if he is 
sick, he lies on the bare ground in the midst of the herds." 

Such was the condition of the mere labourer. The small 
cultivator — also a serf, but standing a grade higher in the 
social scale — was no better off. The terrible picture quoted 
on a former page, of the tyranny exercised on the fellah, to 
get his crop for the government, dates from the time of 
Bameses II., bat this of the &rm labourer is more than fif« 
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teen hundred years older, so that the same tale of misery 
had marked the peasant in all ages. 

But deplorable as was the lot of the fellah, the condi- 
tion of the workman would seem to have been even more 
wretched. In the country, his position somewhat resembled 
that which is occupied in India by the artisan dependents of 
the native nobles. He lived on his master^s premises, and 
plied his craft in workshops superintended by his master^s 
overseers. For, as in India now, every landed proprietor 
numbered among his hereditary bondsmen a staff of masons, 
joiners, painters, carvers, weavers, glass-blowers, metal- 
workers, and the like, whose labour belonged to their owner, 
and whose lives were consumed in toiling for his pleasure. 
I have already quoted some illustrations of their condition 
from an old papyrus dating from the Twelfth Dynasty, in 
which the sufferings of the workingman are sketched in the 
gloomiest colours that the writer’s palette contains. The 
metal-worker, he says, not only toils all day, but works at 
night by torchlight ; the mason, exposed to every bitter 
wind, is a prey to sickness ; the dyeFs eyes are worn with 
sleeplessness, and his hand never rests ; the blacksmith’s 
fingers are rough as crocodile-skin, and the back of the 
stone-cutter is well-nigh broken. 

The weaver, imprisoned inside the house, is more helpless 
than a woman. He sits crouching, his knees higher than 
his heart. He tastes not the free air. If for a single day he 
fail to weave the prescribed length of stuff, he is bound with 
cords, like a bundle of the marsh lotus. It is only by brib- 
ing the storekeeper with gifts of bread that he gets out to 
look on the light of day. The painted tombs of Thebes and 
Beni Hassan show that this picture is not exaggerated. All 
these craftsmen are to be seen at their work, and there is 



102 


THE OPPEESSIOH IH EGYPT. 


always an overseer, stick in hand, with them. How cruel 
the tyranny of this petty tyrant, may also be seen in frequent 
pictures of the bastinado inflicted at his orders on men, 
women, and even young children. 

A few craftsmen, like a few of the peasants, were independ- 
ent, working for wages, on their own account, but living, 
even in good times, after all their toil, only from hand to 
mouth. The great majority of town workmen, however, 
like the peasantry as a rule, were serfs. At Thebes, where 
the right bank looking down the stream was the city of the 
living, while the left bank was that of the dead, the work- 
men were mostly bondmen of the Church. Half, at least, 
of the inhabited city consisted of temples, sacred colleges, 
sacred enclosures, and ecclesiastic domains, while the whole 
of the city of the dead on the other side of the river belonged 
to the priests. On the right, the living side, the sacred 
buildings and grounds were all hemmed in by humble dwell- 
ings, the ruins of which may still be traced. On the left — 
the dead side — all the miles of cemetery up the stony valley 
and in the cliffs — slopes and cliffs being everywhere pierced 
with tier on tier of rock-tombs — were skirted by countless 
workshops, and by the multitudinous hovels of quarry- 
men, masons, coffin-makers, painters, gilders, carvers, and 
embalmers, who formed the population of the great city of 
tombs. 

The wages of these widely different and yet related trades 
were paid in bread, for coined money had not yet been 
invented, commerce being carried on by barter, metal rings, 
coils, and bars being only used in payment of tribute or in 
large transactions. The circulating medium needed in daily 
life, and the current cash in Ancient Egypt was com, which 
took the place of money from the earliest date of which we 
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have records. The state granaries were the public banks, and 
an order for so many measures of corn was equivalent to a 
draft on the treasury. Taxes were paid in corn. The soldier, 
the civil functionary,* the crown pensioner were all i)aid in 
corn. Loans were effected in corn ; and, long after minted 
money had come, under the Ptolemies, into general circula- 
tion, com continued to be the popular factor in matters of 
sale and purchase. As with the soldiers^ pay, so with the 
wages of the workmen. Corn for long payments, bread for 
short payments, was everywhere the rule. For a workman, 
two loaves, for a soldier, three, were the daily allowance ; 
a measure of oil being sometimes added to the workman's 
allowance where his task was specially laborious, as in the case 
of dragging heavy stones. Eespecting this kind of work, 
for example, a papyrus order is sent by the superintend- 
ent : ‘‘ As soon as thou shalt receive this written communi- 
cation, hasten to push forward the work in the abode of 
Kameses Mer-Amen (to whom be life, health, and strength !). 
Let there be no negligence, no lassitude. Note that the men 
be divided into three gangs, each gang under its captain ; six 
hundred men, making for each gang two hundred. Make 
them drag the three great blocks which are [lying] before 
the gate of the temple of Muth, and not for one single day be 
it omitted to give out their rations of com and oil. . . . 

Also, let oil be given to each driver of a pair of oxen.^’ 
Workmen, in many cases, were paid by the month, and as 
they were proverbially improvident, the com that should 
have served till next payment was often squandered long 
before it came. Hence rose grievous troubles. A note- 
book of a superintendent of the great Theban necropolis, for 
example, written apparently in the reign of Rameses III., 
informs us how the book-keeper and certain priests of the 
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necropolis were met on the first day of Tybi (December 27) 
by a deputation from the workmen's quarter. Behold,'’ 
said the spokesman, we are brought face to face with star- 
vation. We have neither food, oil, nor clothing ; we have 
no fish ; we have no vegetables. Already have we sent up a 
petition to our sovereign lord the Pharaoh, praying that he 
will give us these things, and we are going to appeal to the 
governor that we may have wherewithal to live.’' It was the 
first of the month, when the general distribution of corn was 
evidently due, and we are not told why that distribution did 
not take place. Perhaps the clerk of the stores was absent 
from his post, or perhaps the men had already drawn some 
of their wages on account. Be this as it may, their need 
was urgent, and the priests through compassion, or to keep 
the ajfiair from the ears of the governor of the necropolis, 
granted them one day's rations. How they fared after this 
we know not ; but a few weeks later they are in open revolt. 
Thrice they break out of their own quarter, which is sur- 
rounded by walls and closed by gates, like the Roman Ghetto 
of old. We will not go back," replies one to the police 
officers who are sent after them. Go tell your captain 
what we say : it is famine that speaks through our mouths ! " 
To parley with them is vain. There was much commo- 
tion," writes the superintendent in his note-book. I gave 
them the most serious answer I could devise, but their words 
were true from the heart." Pacified by a dole of half 
rations, they at length return to work, but in ten days they 
are on strike again. Ehons, the ringleader, urges his mates 
to help themselves. Let us go down," he says, to the 
store-house on the quay, and let the governor's men tell him 
what wc have done." The advice is acted upon as soon aa 
given. They force their way, not into the strong store- 
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house, but into the enclosure. The storekeeper remonstrates, 
gives them something, and induces them to return to their 
quarters. Again, after eleven days, the riot breaks out 
afresh. The commandant of Thebes passes by, and finds 
the men sitting on the ground behind the temple of Seti, 
at the northern extremity of the necropolis. They cry 

Famine I and the great man gives them an order for fifty 
measures of com, in the name of Pharaoh, who has sworn 
an oath,^^ he says, that you shall be fed.^’ The Pharaoh, in 
all probability, has never heard of those petty local mutinies 
or received the petition which the poor fellows drew up a 
month or two before. But of this they have no suspicion. 
Pharaoh to them represents an all-seeing and all-knowing 
Providence, and they go on their way rejoicing. 

Thus closes our notice of the earliest strike on record, 
lighting up for us the social condition of the poorer classes 
on the Nile in the days before the Exodus, and bringing the 
lot of Israel in those times vividly before us. Very wretched 
in any case, it must have been almost intolerable with great 
numbers, yet with such glimpses of lentils, fish, garlic, and 
cucumbers, in rare happy moments, as waked bitter recollec- 
tions of the contrast when they found themselves in the bare 
waste of the desert. When on the Nile, I, myself, indeed, 
saw a strange spectacle which seemed to bring back these 
long-dead i^es. A vast crowd of labourers had been col- 
lected to scoop out the soil, so as to form the channel of a 
wide and deep new canal. Wages they got none : they were 
driven to the spot to give forced labour. Swarms, thick and 
quick-moving as ants, hurried hither and thither in bewil- 
dering confusion : filling baskets with their hands and then 
marching off with them on their heads. The labourers at 
the sugar factories fared still worse, for they were hurried 
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^ong at a trot by taskmasters with great whips in theii 
hands, freely used where fatigue made the toiler slow. A 
lash over the bare back quickened even the faintest ; and if 
any one fell in a faint, for the day was very hot, a bucket of 
cold water was thrown over him, and there he lay, to die or 
get better, as might be. At night they lay on the ground, 
without any covering, though the nights were cold. Cough- 
ing rose on all sides in the darkness, for the exposure brings 
on disease of the lungs, from which many die. 

The Bible statement, that the Hebrews built for Pha- 
raoh the store cities Pithom and Eaamses,^^^ is strangely 
corroborated in the case of the latter by contemporary docu- 
ments, which mention the Israelites under the name of 
Aperiu or Aberiu, the Egyptian pronunciation of their own 
way of naming themselves, as the Iberim,” * or, as we say, 
Hebrews. In the first, a scribe called Kaonisar writes to his 
superior, the scribe Bekenptah, thus : For your satisfac- 
tion I have obeyed the command you gave me, saying. De- 
liver their food to the soldiers, and also to the Aperiu who 
transport the stone for the great Bekhennu — depots and 
fortified magazines — of the king Eameses, the lover of 
Amon, which are under the charge of Ameneman, the chief 
of the Mazai. I give them rations each month according to 
your excellent instructions.^^ * The second document is from 

1 By “ store cities '' are meant clt pots for all kinds of provisions, war material, etc., 
perhaps like Woolwich— great magazines for the public service, in short. Dureh 
Goaeriy p. 621. 

* The Egyptian plural ended in n, instead cS the m of the Hebrew. 

* Papyr. Bier, of Leyden, i. 848. Ebers, PwrcA Qoeen, p. 602. Chabas, dfUanges, 
1st series, p. 44 ; 3d series, vol. ii. p. 322. This papyrus was found in the tombs at 
Memphis. It shows that while corn was the staple of payment, the workmen ex- 
changed it at the dealers', for other articles as desired. Possibly, also, the rations in 
a few cases were varied, as in this papyrus, but it must have b^n a rare exception. 
Wheat, meat, fish, fresh or salted, and vegetables, were provided by government fot 
labourers, but the quantity was at times so insufScient that the wor^ had to be sue 
pended from the weakness of the starved men. Chabas, Deux Pap. Hier.t p. Si. 
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another scribe to his superior, Hiu, a high official of Bam- 
eses II. ^^I have obeyed," says he, ^^your command to 
give provision to the Egyptian soldiers, and also to the 
Hebrews who transport the stones" — ^great blocks dragged 
from the other side of the river — ^^for the Sun-temple 
of Eameses-Miamun, on the southern part of Memphis." 
Mazai, or gendarmerie, a corps of foreign mercenaries drawn 
from Libya, and thus in no danger of sympathy with the 
oppressed, filled the hateful office of the under taskmasters 
who punished the wretched gangs.' 

An interesting contemporary account of Eameses-Tanis, 
the Rameses especially mentioned in Exodus, has already 
been given, but a second, also, has fortunately been pre- 
served. His majesty, Rameses II.," writes a scribe to his 
friend, ^^has built for himself a town, Rameses. It lies 
between Palestine and Egypt, and abounds in delicious food. 
It is a second Hermouthis (a suburbs of Thebes), and will 
endure as long as Memphis. The sun rises and sets in it. 
Every one leaves his town to settle in its district. The fish- 
ermen of the sea bring it eels and fish, and the tribute of 
their lake. The citizens wear festal robes each day, with 
perfumed oil on their heads, and new wigs : they stand at 
their doors, bouquets in hand — green branches from the 
town of Pa Hathor — ^garlands from the town of Pahour, on 
the day of Pharaoh^s coming. Joy reigns and spreads with- 
out bounds. Rameses-Miamun, life, health, strength to 
him ; he is the god Muth * of the two Egypts in his speech : 
the sun of kings as ruler : the glory of Egypt, the friend of 
Turn, as general. All the earth comes to him. The great 
king of the Kheta — ^the Hittites* — sends his messenger to 

^ Qimny p. 75 . * One of Uie three gods of Thebes. 

* By the way, it is cartons to find that Rameses need blood-honnds to hnnt down 
his foes, in ^ Hlttito war. Tram, Bib, Arc/i,, yol 11. p. ISO. 
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his fellow-prince of Kadesh (on the Orontes), sajring, ^If 
thou be ready, let us set out for Egypt, for the words of the 
god Eameses II. are fulfilling themselves. Let us pay our 
court to him at Tanis, for he gives breath to him whom he 
loves, and by him all the people live.^ " * 

The excavations recently made at Tel-el-Maskhuta — the 
iu«ne given to large mounds near Tel-el-Kebir, so well 
known in the late Egyptian war — a place about thirty-five 
miles north-east of Cairo, near the railway to Ismailia, have 
settled the position of Pithom, and the fact that it was 
built by order of Eameses IL M. Naville found inscrip- 
tions which not only show that these mounds cover an an- 
cient city whose religious name was Pithom, while its civil 
name was Succoth, but also that the founder was Eameses 
II. In Greek times — ^long after the Exodus — its name was 
Heroopolis, or Ero, from the Egyptian word ara^ a store- 
house,^^ reminding us that both Pithom and Eameses, built 
by the Israelites, for the Pharaoh, were treasure or 
store cities. M. Naville even discovered the store cham- 
bers themselves. They are very strongly constructed, and 
divided by brick partitions from 8 to 10 feet thick, the 
bricks being sun-baked, and made, some with and some 
without straw. In these bricks without straw we have a 
commentary on the words of Scripture : Thus saith the 
Pharaoh, I will not give you straw.” The treasure cham- 
bers occupy almost the whole area of the old city, the walls 
of which are about 650 feet square and 22 feet thick. Its 
name was in Egyptian The City of the Setting Sun,” or 
Turn,” and we now see that the Hebrews finally set out 
from it — ^that is, from the very place where they were at 

1 Maspero, Du C^enre iSpiatolaire, €tc.y p KB. Chabas, M8lange$ JSgvpMpffigues^ 
Sd aeries, p. 151. For the divinity of the Pharaoh, see also Maspero, Ane^ 

p.9. Ai«f,Tol.i.pp. 6.8. 
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work — for Succoth/^ its civil name, is given as the ])oint 

from which they started.* 

The square area, which contains about 55,000 square 
yards, shows the ruins of a temple and various monu- 
ments, from which the inscriptions have been erased. The 
store chambers or granaries were intended to provide food 
for the armies sent out at any time to the north-east, over 
the desert, and the town was itself a fort of defence on that 
frontier. Its names. Pi Turn, The City of the Setting 
Sun,” and Succoth, were repeatedly found on other inscrip- 
tions. M. Naville^s words about the bricks are : Many of 
them are made with straw, or with fragments of reeds, of 
which traces are still to be seen ; and some are of Nile mud, 
without any straw at all.” In the lowest course the bricks 
are w^U made, in the middle ones there is rough straw or 
reeds in them, but in the higher courses there is neither 
straw nor reeds.* 

Rameses or Tanis,” named after the king, as Alexandria 
was after Alexander, or Constantinople after Constantine, 
ranked next to Thebes in the preference of its second 
founder. He could easily march from it against the Asiatic 
peoples, and it was near the frontier, to welcome him back 
from his wars. Hence it became his special residence. 
Connected with the sea by the Tanitic branch of the Nile, 
then broad and navigable, it also commanded the entrance 
of the great fortified road to Palestine, and thus was, in the 
fullest sense, the key of Egypt. It was doubtless for this 

> Exod. xiu. so. 

* Near the mhiB of Pitbom there are still some pools mentioned in an ancient 
papyrus, in connection with a request made to Menephtah, the king of the Exodus, 
from some Bedouins of Idumea, to be allowed to pasture their herds in the neigh- 
bourhood. The word used for the pools is Barkabuta, which implies tha residence 
of Semitic herdsmen around, for it is eyidently connected with the Hebrew word foe 
a pool, Beraichah, pi. Beraichoth. 
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reason that Bameses restored it from its ruins and trans- 
ferred his court thither ; making it in fact a temple city of 
the great gods of Egypt, and of Baal Sutekh, the god of the 
Hyksos.* In its glory, as Moses saw it, with its countless 
statues, obelisks, sphinxes, and other monuments, and its 
great temples and majestic royal palace, it must have been 
imposing in its magnificence ; especially in the eyes of the 
Hebrew population, in whose midst it had risen like a city 
of enchantment, though at a fearful cost of suffering to 
themselves. 

An old writing on the back of a papyrus, apparently of 
the date of Seti, the founder of the Nineteenth Dynasty, 
brings vividly before us a picture of the brickmaking, which 
was part of the labours of the Hebrews. Twelve masons, 
says the writer, besides men who are brick moulders in 
their towns, have been brought here to work at house 
building. Let them make their number of bricks each 
day. They are not to relax their tasks at the new house. 
It is thus I obey the command given me by my master. ® 
These twelve masons and these brickmakers, thus taken 
from their own towns to build this house, at a fixed rate of 
task work daily, may not have been Hebrews, but their case 
illustrates exactly the details of Hebrew slavery given in 
Exodus. Nor is it, in the opinion of so calm a mind as that 
of Ebers, too much to believe that the bricks of Pithom were 
moulded by Jewish hands.* Indeed, even the details of 
brickmaking like theirs are supplied by the monuments. 
In a tomb on the hill Abd-el-Qumah, a picture of the time 
of Thothmes III. has been preserved, in which prisoners of 
war, set to build the temple of Amon, are seen toiling at the 

> Bnigsch, vol. ti p. 95 * Durch Goten, p. 75. 

• Papyrui AnastaH^ back of pi. 8. Chabas, Melanges Mgypf^ Sd Beries, p. 188. 
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bitter labourg of the brickfield. Some carry water in jugs 
from the tank hard by ; others knead and cut up the loamy 
earth ; others, again, make bricks in earthen mouldy or 



flLA.TlS nr TBB BOTFTXAir Brickfixuib. 
From Tomb of A.bd-el-Qarnah. 


place them carefully in long rows, to dry ; and some are 
building walls. An accompanying inscription states that 
these are captives whom Thothmes III. had carried away, to 
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build the house of his father, the god Amon. The ^'baking 
of the bricks ” is for a new provision house of the god. Nor 
is there wanting a taskmaster ; for the overseer watches the 
workers ; the words, Don^t idle, the stick is in my hand," 
being painted as if coming from his lips.‘ 

The monuments often, indeed, speak of brickmaking 
by forced labour, and in the various paintings which 
represent this, or any other kind of '^task work," the 
overseer with his stick is rarely absent. Thus, among the 
pictures at Beni Hassan, workmen are represented being 
beaten severely with short sticks, which differed from the 
long rods of office, and were used solely to bastinado the 
unfortunate labourers. Some of these are seen thrown 
naked on the ground, two men holding the arms and 
another the feet, while the taskmaster showers blows on the 
exposed body. There are even pictures at Beni Hassan of 
women and children being thus bastinadoed. The task- 
masters in Exodus— literally Chiefs of the Tribute — were dig- 
nified officials, apparently over large divisions of the corv6e. 
Inferior officers were placed over sections of these, and 
the zekanim, or elders, and the shoterim, or scribes, of the 
Hebrews themselves, seem to have been responsible for the 
work to be done by the men of their respective localities. 

The Hebrew word for the straw used by the unhappy 
toilers is Teben— straw broken into pieces by the teeth of 
the threshing sledges, and by the feet of the oxen used to 
draw them.* It is kept in pits to be idways dry. One sees 
great stacks of it also, in the straw merchants^ yards, in 
Cairo. The Hebrews, not being supplied with this, as was 
usual in brickmaking, would have to lose time gathering the 

1 Bnnsan's Urkunden, vol. i. p. 114. Bragsch, La SortU Oei ffedmtx ttElffypU, ppk 
14, 16. Brngsch, HUtfotre^ vol. i. o. 878. 

^ vol. iv. pp. 871, 881. 
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straw left on the fields from the previous harvest, or the 
reeds from the banks of the canals or of the Nile, and yet 
had to finish a given number of bricks a day. 

Sun-dried bricks, like those made by the Hebrews, are now 
made, in Palestine, and also in Egypt, by leading water, or 
pouring it, into ditches dug in the clay. Teben is next 
mixed with the soft mass, which is then lifted in wooden 
bowls, and packed into wooden frames of about ten inches 
length, and of proportionate breadth and depth ; and these, 
when thus filled, are left in the sun, till the bricks are 
dried. They are made, in Palestine, in spring. 



OHAPTEB IV. 


HOSES. 

How long the policy of oppression had been in force 
against the Hebrews before the Exodus, can only be con- 
jectured. As far back as the days of the great Thothmes 
III. we have seen Asiatic prisoners of war toiling in the 
brickfields/ as the Israelites had to do under Bameses. The 
hostility towards all the Semitic races, as the special enemies 
of Egypt for ages, and as, for centuries, its masters, in the 
dark days of the Hyksos, would, indeed, naturally direct 
itself against the Hebrews, their brethren in race. Whether 
the distrust and hatred had been deepened by the part taken 
by the Asiatic population of the Delta during the long war 
of liberation, cannot now be ascertained ; but, even if they 
had been neutral, any favour shown them would have 
seemed an encouragement to the common enemy, within 
Egypt itself. It would almost appear, moreover, as if a 
clause in the treaty of Eameses II. with the Kheta or 
Hittites, alluding to fugitive subjects who were to be sent 
back from Palestine, hints at a restlessness in the Semitic 
races still in Lower Egypt, which needed to be vigorously 
repressed.* Nor is it clear that the Hebrews, a people full 
of young life and energy, and rapidly increasing in numbers, 
had not been for generations plotting their escape from the 
banks of the Nile ; for the fiight of bands sufficient to lead 

1 F»ge 110. • Brngtch, m&toirey vol. U. p. 74. 
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to a provision for their extradition, in the Hittite treaty, 
must have represented a state of feeling far from settled. 
That they were fierce and warlike, even while in Egypt, and 
that they often made forays into Canaan, is hinted at in 
various passages of the Old Testament. Thus, as has before 
been noticed, the sons of Ephraim are said to have made an 
inroad, during their father^s life, as far at least as Gath, to 
drive oft the cattle of the Philistines.* Sherah, a daughter 
of Ephraim, moreover, is said to have built the upper and 
lower villages of Beth-horon, the Hollow way,” the one 
at the head, the other at the bottom, of the wild steep pass 
of the border hills of Ephraim and Benjamin;* and, also, 
Uzzen Sherah — Sherah^s inheritance — another village pre- 
sumably in the same district.* The grandchildren of 
Judah, moreover, were not only famous in after ages for 
the fine linen which they had learned to weave, doubtless in 
Egypt, but also for having held the dominion in Moab.” * 
No wonder that the Pharaohs should have been alarmed lest 
such a race should multiply still more, and, joining their 
enemies, fight against Egypt in case of war, and ^^get them 
up out of the land,” * where slaves so hardy and enduring 
were essential for the public works. 

But while the mighty kings of the Nile valley were bent 
on weakening the Hebrews by every form of tyranny and 

1 Chron. vii. 21. 

* Purrer’8 PtUdstina, p. 14. “ Beth-horon,” in Biehm. 

» 1 Chron. vii. 24. 

* 1 Chron. iv. 22. The word Jashnbi-lehem is understood by Bertheau, Kurzge- 
fat%. Handbuch, as the name of one of the sons of Sherah. It means ” returning to 
the bread," perhaps an abbreviation of Beth<lehem, " returning to Bethlehem,” as 
Ruth did. By some scholars the words ” held the dominion,” are translated ” be- 
came citizens of.” So Septnagint, Vulgate, Schlottmann. But Gesenius, Bertheau, 
Keil, and Hitzig retain the meaning in our version. Hitzig translates the name 
Jashubi lehem by “ and requited them,” Ewald makes it ” broaght them home 
wives ; ” fanciful enough, both 1 

* Exod. i 10. 



116 


HOSES. 


oppression, they were themselves, in the providence of God, 
to be made the agents in preparing one of the hated race to 
become in due time its deliverer. Jewish tradition touch- 
ingly describes the condition of these ancestors of the 
nation. Joseph, it tells us, had been almost universally 
loved by the Egyptians ; but, after his death, though the 
Hebrews turned so much towards Egyptian ways, as even 
in many cases to neglect the circumcision of their children, 
popular dislike increased against them. Taxes and forced 
labour were exacted, instead of their being left free, as hith- 
erto. Fields, vineyards, and other possessions, given them 
by Joseph, were taken from them, and they were formally 
enslaved. They had, moreover, to build fortresses, store 
cities, and pyramids ; to lead off the Nile waters into canals, 
surround towns with dams, to keep off the yearly inunda- 
tions ; to learn all kinds of trades that they might work at 
them for their masters, and even the women had to toil in 
many ways.* But help was now slowly preparing. 

Among the Hebrew tribes in Egypt that of Levi appears 
from the first to have specially given itself to the higher 
culture which prevailed around, and to have held the fore- 
most place, as in some degree a priestly caste.* Other tribes 
doubtless gave themselves, more or less, to the arts and 
sciences which flourished in the valley of the Nile — the paint- 
ing, the sculpture, the weaving, the dyeing, the working in 
precious stones and in metals ; but to Levi the whole were 
indebted for the adoption of writing from the Egyptians,* 

* Beer’s Leben Mosiit p. 9. The Rabbis, in their desire to glorify the Hebrew 

matrons, gravely say that six. twelve, or even sixty children were b^ at a birth, 
all strong and well formed ! Ibid . , p. 12. The allnsion to the neglect of circnmdsion 
as copied from the Egyptians, is, of course, an error on the part of the tradition, as 
also is the reference to the building of pyramids. '' 

* 1 Sam. ti. 97, 88. These verses are to be read, not interrogative, hot as statemanti 

of facts. Ousts, p. 14. • Greets, vbl. L p. 14. 
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and the higher wisdom” was apparently left to their study. 
Among their number was Amram — the Kindred of the 
Lofty One ” — and Jochebed — she whose glory is Jehovah ” 
— ^his aunt/ both of the tribe of Levi/ and of the family 
of Kohath, the second of Levies sons. From the marriage 
of these two sprang the great leaders, Miriam, Aaron, and 
Moses, the first about twelve years older than her second 
illustrious brother, who was also younger than Aaron by 
about three years.* Their mother^s name, alone, proves that 
her family had remained true to the hereditary faith of their 
race, and still clung to the worship of the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob ; keeping far from Egyptian idolatry and 
corruption. Her children must have grown up in an at- 
mosphere of saintly morals and godliness, to have developed 
the character they afterwards showed. But to the inspired 
writers the most exalted human being was only dust and 
ashes in the sight of the Almighty, and details are studi- 
ously shunned which could by any possibility lead to a hero 
worship incompatible with the absolute and undivided hon- 
our due only to God. Hence we know very little of the 
personal history of the illustrious household. 

Moses appears to have been born about eighty years before 
the Exodus, for that was his age when he returned to Egypt 
from Midian. Thus, his youth runs side by side with that 
of Eameses II., the future oppressor of the Hebrews, but the 
national hero of the Egyptians, and the great Sesostris of the 
outside world ; whose glory, as, like all the Pharaohs, in the 
belief of all their subjects, a god in human form, was the 
special theme of Egyptian poetry and legend. Exodus tells 

1 Ezofi. Ti so. 

• and niiO. Exod.ii.1. ** Son** in oorTenloacs to** descendant.^ ICSuon. 

?I.«. 

• **]foaea,**lnBialisi 
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US, that at the time of the birth of Moses, an edict to put 
to death all new-born Hebrew male children was in its 
early vigorous force, so that Jochebed could save her infant 
during the first three months of its life only by hiding it. 
At that time his birth became known to Phamoh^s police, 
and nothing remained but to let him be put to death, or to 
trust him to the care of Providence in a way of which she 
may very likely have heard, in a legend brought by her 
ancestors, from their ancient home in Chaldaea. There, a 
great king, Sargon I., had caused a most romantic story of 
his own birth to be recorded on the clay tablets of the royal 
library. 

I am Sargon, the great king, the king of Agada,^' said 
he. ^^My mother was of the masters of the land, but I 
never knew my father. I was born secretly in the city of 
Atzupirani, on the banks of the Euphrates. My mother 
put me in an ark of bulrushes lined with bitumen, and laid 
me in the river, which did not enter the ark. It bore me 
to the dwelling of Akki, the water-carrier,* and he, in the 
goodness of his heart, lifted me from the water, and brought 
me up as his own son. After this he established me as a 
gardener, and (the goddess) Ishtar caused me to prosper, 
and, after years, I came to be king.^’® Acting either on the 
hint of this strange legend, or led in a like case to a similar 
course, Jochebed prepared a little ark of papyrus, and after 
coating it with bitumen, to prevent the water from reaching 

1 A labourer of the lowest and meanest class. See Josh. iz. 21, 28, 27. Here, it 
means, strictly, one who works a shadoof, to raise water from the river, for irrigation. 

9 Smith's Chxddoian OeneHs^ p. 299. Fox Talbot, in Trans, qf Soc. of Bid. 
ArcA., vol i. p. 271, and in'Becord^ qf ths PasU \ ol. v. p. 1 . Lenormant, Lea iVemidres 
vol. ii p, 104. Mr. Talbot tran!«late8 the last two lines thus : “ He 
placed me with a tribe of Foresters and they made me king." He supposes that he 
became captain of this band of mde people and from this rose to power. Ishtar was 
the Assyrian Venus. 
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the child, put him in it ; doubtless with many a prayer. She 
then laid it among the papyrus reeds on the edge of one of 
the broad canals at Tanis, or Rameses, where she lived, and 
set the infantas sister, a girl of about twelve, to watch his 
fate from a distance. An 
inscription found by Ebers, 
if he translate it aright, 
seems to point to Tanis, 

the field of Zoan," and 
the scene of his future 

wonders," as the birth- 
place of the destined law- 
giver. In this case his ex- 
posure took place, not on 
the broad stream of the Nile 
at Memphis, as one tradi- 
tion has asserted, but far to 
the north, among the He- 
brew population of the 
Delta, on one of the fiowing 
canals of irrigation which 
spread in a network over 
the land. Rameses, it would appear from the curious docu- 
ment in question, was living at Tanis exactly eighty years 
before the date* fijced by Lepsius* as that of the Exodus — 
B.c. 1314,* though this is not accepted by other weighty 
authorities, who assign it to the year b.c. 1460. Prom the 
vast numbers of the Hebrews who left Egypt, when Moses 
was eighty years of age, it is not likely that the command 

> Dureh Ooeent p. 88. 

* ChronologU der JBgypUr, toI. i. p. 814. 

■ Bzod. Yli. 7. Diestd thinkf the date of the Exodus, b.o. 1481. Schenkel giTea 
B.O. 1460. 
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to destroy the male infants remained long in force, but it 
could only have been given under the influence of immedi- 
ate contact with the evil against which it was directed ; that 
is, while Rameses was in residence at his northern Delta 
capital — Tanis. 

According to the custom of the court, his family doubtless 
attended him, and thus the presence of the princess by whom 
Moses was rescued is explained. In those days the papyrus, 
now found at the fountain of Arethusa and the Blue River, 
at Syracuse, in Sicily, and only in tlie far southern White 
Mle, must have grown thickly in the broad canals of Lower 
Egypt. In its pleasant screen the little ark would be pro- 
tected from the sun ; while the privacy secured would 
attract the ladies of the court to a spot so suited for the 
frequent bathing demanded alike from the heat of the 
climate, and as a religious requirement. The slow current, 
and limited surface, moreover, would prevent any danger of 
the ark being swept out of sight, as it might well have been 
on the broad bosom of the Nile.* 

If the dates on which Ebers relies be correct, Seti I. must 
have been still reigning when Moses was bom, and with him 
his young child Rameses, being associated with him as joint 
king ; for, as already said, he was thus honoured from his 
infancy, on account of his pure royal descent through his 
mother. The daughter of Pharaoh by whom the baby was 
saved * must, therefore, have been a sister of Rameses. Seti, 
however, in accordance with Egyptian custom, had made 
over to Rameses in his early youth, as his wives, a number 
of ladies from the royal harem, and among these, it is more 
than likely, the rescuer of Moses; for, as we have already 

* See Speaker's Comment., vol. i. p. 266. 

* The goigeoas dress of a daughter of Pharaoh is described in Ebers* Uctrda, vol 
i. pp. 68, 64, 297, and in his JBgypt, KMgstooMer, vol. ii. p. 247. 
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eeen^ a marriage of brother and gigter was thought in Egypt^ 
as in Ancient Persia^ the best possible for a prince ; to 
guarantee the purity of the divine blood of the royal house. 
The practice, indeed, prevailed on the Nile as late as the 
times of the Ptolemies.* 

Though not given in the Bible, the name of the 
daughter of Pharaoh has been handed down by tra- 
dition as Thermouthis," and also as Merris,® both which 
occur in the inscriptions. Thus, Thermouthis is the name 
of an Egyptian town, in a fragment of Stephen of Byzance,* 
and, in a list of princesses, the monuments name one as 
Meri, which is evidently identical with Merris;* while 
they give Thermouthis, the very name in Josephus, as that 
of one of the wives of Kameses.* He had also a favour- 
ite daughter. Bent Anat — ^the heroine of Bbers® charm- 
ing story Uarda — and married her, as he had done his 
sister Thermouthis. So low was the morality of the Nile 
valley, even round the throne of the greatest of aU its 
kings. 

A curious fact, which, however, is of questionable value, 
is mentioned by Brugsch. An inscription dating from 
about a hundred years after the death of Rameses II., the 
great Sesostris, speaks of a place in Middle Egypt which 
seems to refer to the Hebrew Lawgiver, fit is called T-en 
MoBh4 — ‘^the island," or *^the river bank of Moses." It 

1 jEgypt K9nigitocMer, yol. HI. pp. 19S SU. That, In spite of prohlliltion by tbs 
law (liev. xviii. 9, 11), marriages of brotbers and sisters were not unknown in Isiaela 
is seen from 9 Sam. xlii. 18. 

* Jos., AnLy n. ix. 6. s Soseb., JPra^. iSbonp., lx. 87. 

« A. Greek geographer of the sizch century, who wrote a great geographieal 
dictionary, fragmenta of which only ara extant. 

* Brogach, yol. ii. p. 118. 

* Lenormant, IlUtoire Aneianne, y<d. i. p. 488. Maapero, VIntcription IfidicaMrt 
du Tempts d'Abydos^ p. 89. Xben, Jharch Gbseo, p. 5BS. Thermonthis means 
** Beloved by the goddess Mnth.*V^ 
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lay on the eastern side of the river, near the city of the 
heretic King Khu-n-Aten.* But, unfortunately, the locality 
does not suit that of the exposure of the infant destined to 
be so illustrious. 

The meaning of the name Moses is given in Exodus as 
drawn out^^ (from the water) ; and this is supported by 
the fact that the words mo and slti^ respectively, mean still, 
in Coptic, the modern representation of ancient Egyptian, 
water, and ^^to tiike.^^ That it is a Hebraized form of 
an Egyptian name appears certain, but the original form is 
believed by modern scholars to have been Mesu, which often 
appears in Egyptian writings, and was written ^‘Mosis” 
by the Greeks.* Josephus® derives it from the Egyptian 
words, mo, water, and uses, the saved one ; and this was 
evidently the opinion also, before his day, of the Alex- 
andrian translators of the Bible, who give the name as 
Mouses. Keil and Delitzsch, by a slight change in the 
form of the derivatives, trace it to two Coptic words, mo, 
water,” and udsche, to be saved from,” believing that 
the combination of these two was softened in Mosche, the 
Hebrew way of writing the great prophet’s name. But here, 
as elsewhiere, the zeal of modern science has presented a new 
aspect of things. A Babylonian text lately discovered in 
Upper Egypt, dating from the old times of the Tel Amama 
tablets, shows that the name of one of the Mesopotamian 
gods, known also as Uras, ^^the god of light,” and Baru, 
i^the Creator,” was more commonly Masu, ^^the hero,” but, 
also, a leader,” a writer,” and used, besides, as the name 
of the Sun-god who rises from the divine day.” Masu, 
however, is, letter for letter, the same as the Hebrew Mosheh, 

s Brugseh, vol. 11. p. 112. 

* Lepsias, Chrondogie, toL 1. p. 826. Sben, Durek Ooten, p. 686. 
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our ** Moses. Ebers always speaks of him, when wishing 
to use the Egyptian form, as Mesu. 

>c Handed over to the care of his mother during his tender 
years — thanks to the quick wit of his sister Miriam — Moses 
became a permanent inmate of the palace in his early boy- 
hood. Once there, he was adopted by Thermouthis, and 
received the care and training of a king^s son ; Eameses the 
Oppressor becoming unconsciously his Protector ! Ebers 
has given us an idea of the splendour amidst which the 
wondering child must thus have grown up. The palace of 
Eameses, at Tanis, he tells us,ywas more like a little town 
than a house. The part of it used by the royal family com- 
manded a view of the Nile, from which it offered to the 
passing vessels a pleasing prospect, for it stood, amidst its 
surrounding gardens, in picturesque buildings of various 
outline, not as a huge and solitary mass. On each side of a 
large structure which contained the state rooms and ban- 
queting hall, three rows of pavilions of different sizes 
extended in symmetrical order. These were connected with 
each other by colonnades, or by little bridges, under which 
flowed canals that watered the gardens, and gave the palace 
the aspect of a town upon islands. 

The principal part of the palace was built of light Nile- 
mud bricks and elegantly carved woodwork, but the exten- 
sive walls which surrounded it were ornamented and forti- 
fied with towers, in front of which heavily armed soldiers 
stood on guard. 

The walls and pillars, the galleries and colonnades, and 
even the roofs, blazed with many colours, and at every gate 
rose tall masts, from which red and blue flags streamed 

> ITtxrda^ vol. i. p. S88. The palace described was at Thebes, bnt it none the lew 
help<^ ns to realise the splendonrs that siUToanded the childhood, yoath, and mMi> 
hood of Moees, till ha waa forty. 
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when the king was in residence. Tall brass spikes at theii 
top were intended at once to add to the splendour and tc 
act as lightning conductors. On the right of the principal 
building, and entirely surrounded with thick plantations ol 
trees, stood the houses of the royal ladies ; some mirrored in 
the lake, round which they stood at a greater or less dis- 
tance. In this part of the grounds were the king^s store 
liovxses, in long rows ; while behind the central building, in 
which the Pharaoh resided, stood the treasuries, and the 
barracks of the body-guard. The left wing was occupied by 
the officers of the household, and the innumerable servants, 
and by the royal horses and chariots. 

Two rooms of this palace, in the ladies* quarter, are also 
described by Ebers, from the monuments, and help us to 
realize the associations that must have been familiar to the 
early life of Moses. Passing through the gardens in which 
a hundred gardeners watered the turf, the flower-beds, the 
shrubs, and the trees, and crossing the quadrangles in which 
companies of guards came and went, and where horses were 
being trained and broken, the princess and her maidens, on 
returning from the river, would be received, as her litter 
entered the gates, by a lord in waiting, and then led by the 
chamberlain to her rooms, amidst low bows. One of her 
chambers commanded the river, to enjoy the beauty of 
which a doorway, closed with light curtains, opened on a 
long balcony with a finely worked balustrade, to which 
clung a climbing rose with pink flowers. The carpets in the 
room itself were of sky-blue and silver brocade from Damas- 
cus ; the coverings of the seats and couches had been richly 
embroidered with feathers by Ethiopian women, and looked 
like the breasts of ^birds. The im^es of the 
Hathor, which stood on the house altar, were of an imita 
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tion of emerald called Mafkat^ and other little figures were 
of lapis-lazuli, malachite, agate, and bronze overlaid with 
gold. On the toilet table stood a collection of unguent 
boxes, and cups of ebony and ivory finely carved — every- 
thing being arranged with the utmost taste. 

The other room was also worthy of such a kingly house. 
It was high and airy, and its furniture consisted of costly 
but simple necessaries. The 
lower part of the wall was lined 
with cool tiles of white and 
violet earthenware, on each of 
which was pictured a star. 

Above these, the walls were 
covered with a dark green ma- 
terial brought from Sais, which 
also covered the long divans 
skirting them. Chairs and 
stools, made of cane, stood 
round a very long table in the 
middle of the room, out of 
which several others opened ; 
all handsome, comfortable, and 
harmonious in aspect. Rare 
and magnificent plants, artis- 
tically arranged on stands, stood in the comers of many of 
the rooms. In others were tall obelisks of ebony, bearing 
saucers for incense, which all the Egyptians loved, at once 
for its perfume and as a disinfectant.* 

The garden stretching below the windows was as wonder- 
ful as all else. A famous artist had laid it out in the time 
of Queen Hatasu, and the picture which he had in his mind 

> Z^N^lFDl.i.pp.S86,988. 
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when he sowed the seeds and planted the young shoots^ was 
now realized, many decades after his death. He intended 
it to form a carpet on which the palace should seem to 
stand. Tiny streams, in bends and curves, formed the out- 
line of the design, and the shapes they enclosed were filled 
with plants of every size, form, and colour. Beautiful plats 
of fresh green turf everywhere represented the groundwork 

of the pattern, and flower 
beds and clumps of shrubs 
stood out from them in har- 
monious mixture of colours ; 
while tall and rare trees, 
which Hatasu^s ships had 
brought from Arabia, gave 
dignity and impressiveness to 
the whole.' 

A few more extracts from 
the same wonderful restora- 
tion of Egyptian life at the 
time of Moses, bring before 
us other aspects of the scene 
amidst which his early life 
was passed. A grand tempo- 
rary banqueting hall erected 
at Avaris or Pelusium, on the frontier wall towards Pales- 
tine, when Eameses came back from his wars with the 
Kheta of Syria, is thus described, in strict accordance with 
details gathered from the monuments. It was of unusual 
height, and had a vaulted ceiling, painted blue and sprinkled 
with stars, to represent the night heavens. This rested on 
pillars ; some carved in the form of date palms ; some, like 

* Varda, p, 292, 
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cedars of Lebanon. The leaves and consisted of art- 

fully fastened and coloured tissue : elegant festoons of bluish 
gauze were stretched from pillar to pillar across the hall, 
and were attached in the centre of the eastern wall to a 
large shell-shaped canopy oyer the throne of the king, deco- 
rated with pieces of green and blue glass, mother-of-pearl, 
shining plates of mica, and other sparkling objects. 

The throne itself had the shape of a buckler, guarded 
by two lions, which rested on each side of it, and formed the 
arms ; and it was supported on the backs of four Asiatic 
captives who crouched beneath the weight. Thick carpets, 
which seem to have transported the seashore to the dry land 
— ^for their pale blue was strewn with a variety of shells, 
fishes, and water-plants — covered the floor of the banqueting 
hall, in which three hundred seats were placed beside the 
tables, for the nobles of the kingdom and the officers of the 
troops. Above all this splendour hung a thousand lamps 
shaped like tulips and lilies, and in the entrance stood a 
huge basket of roses, to be strewn before the king when he 
should arrive. 

^^Even the bedrooms for the king and his suite were 
splendidly decorated. Finely embroidered purple stuffs 
covered the walls, a light cloud of pale blue gauze hung 
across the ceiling, and giraffe skins were laid, instead of car- 
pets, on the floors. A separate pavilion, gilt and wreathed 
with flowers, was erected to receive the horses which the 
king had used in the battle, and which he had dedicated to 
the Sun-god. 

Crowds of men and women from all parts,” of whom 
Moses may have been one, ^^had thronged to Pelusium, to 
welcome the conqueror and his victorious army on their 
return, and every great temple college had sent a deputation 
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to meet him. A few only of these wore the modest white 
robe of the simple priest : most were adorned with the pan- 
ther skin worn by the prophets. Each bore a staff decorated 
with roses, lilies, and green branches, and many carried 
censers in the form of a golden arm, with incense in the hol- 
low of the hand, to be burnt before the king. Among the 
deputies from the priesthood of Thebes were several women 
of high rank, who served in the worship of Amon. . . . 

Ere long, the flags were hoisted on the standards beside 
the triumphal arches, clouds of dust rolled up the farther 
shore of the Nile, and the blare of trumpets was heard. 
First came the horses which had carried Rameses through 
the flght, with the king himself, who drove them. His eyes 
sparkled with joyful triumph, as the vast multitude on the 
other side of the bridge hailed him with wild enthusiasm 
and tears of emotion, strewing in his path the spoils of their 
gardens — ^flowers, garlands, and palm branches. . . . 

The scene at the banquet, at which Moses may have been a 
guest, was in keeping with all this pomp. Hundreds of 
slaves hurried to and fro loaded with costly dishes. Large 
vessels of richly wrought gold and silver were brought into 
the hall on wheels, and set on the side-boards. Children, 
perched in the shells and lotus-flowers that hung from the 
painted rafters and from between the pillars hung with 
cloudy, transparent tissues, threw roses and violets down on 
the company." The sound of harps and songs issued from 
concealed rooms, and from an altar ten feet high, in the 
middle of the room, clouds of incense were wafted into 
space."* 

No details of the early life of Moses are furnished by the 

- In the ftory of Sinehn the Phantoh isdesciibed mb hiTing ** a jiavllioii of pan 
fold.** BeearOi Ilf yip. 147. • t/ordo, a iq^. 286 - 268 . 
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Bible, and the want can only be supplied by the fanciful 
inventions of tradition. Thus Josephus tells us that he was 
wonderfully tall when only three years old, and so beautiful 
that even the common people stopped to look at him as they 
went by. St. Stephen, indeed, corroborates the statement as 
to his comeliness, which he describes as uncommon.’ A 
short extract from Manetho has likewise been preserved by 
the Jewish historian, stating that Moses was born at On, and 
that his name was originally Osarsiph, from Osiris, the god 
of On, but that he changed it into Moses,* and that he was a 
priest of Osiris in the great Sun-temple of his native city, 
but was turned out of the priesthood for leprosy.* Josephus 
adds that he was appointed general of an Egyptian army, 
which marched under him against the Ethiopians and won 
great victories ; but all this rests on no authority beyond un- 
trustworthy legend.* His training in ‘^all the wisdom of 
the Egyptians, must have followed as a necessary conse- 
quence from his adoption by Thermouthis, which itself in- 
corporated him into the royal family and into the priestly 
caste. Tradition assigns the great Temple of the Sun at On, 
the chief university of Egypt, as the scene of his education, 
and if so his experience of Egyptian life in many striking 
aspects must have been wide, for the population of the tem- 
ple and its dependencies was well-nigh that of a small town. 
Shady cloisters opened into lecture-rooms for the students, 
and quiet houses for the professors and priests, in their 
many grades and offices ; there being room for all in the cor- 
ridors of the huge pile. Outside these, but still within the 

^ Acts Til. so. See also, Heb. zi. 28. • Contra Apion^ i. 26-28. * Idid, 

' The legend of Moses having led an army to Ethiopia may have risen from the 
of a Son of Pharaoh having alwa3rs been Messi, or Massni— Prince of Ethiopia. 
A dgh official is also called so on a rock tablet at Assouan. ISbers, Jhtrch Oaten, 
p 126. Bmgadi, vol. ii. p. 680. Lepsina, Kdnigebwsh, J. 86, Ko. 460. 
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precincts, were the cottages of the temple servants, keep- 
ers of the beasts, gate-keepers, litter-bearers, water-carriers, 
washermen, washerwomen, and cooks ; and the rooms of the 
pastophoroi who prepared the incense and perfumes. The 
library and writing chambers had their host of scribes, who 
all lived in the temple buildings, and there were besides, 
also as members of this huge population, the officials of the 
counting-house, troops of singers, and, last of all, the noisy 
multitude of the great temple school — the Eton or Harrow 
of the time— from which Moses would pass upwards to the 
lectures of the various faculties of the university.* 

Clement of Alexandria has fortunately preserved an ac- 
count of one of the many religious processions, a counter- 
part to which Moses must often have watched issuing from 
the gates of this vast sanctuary. It was in honour of Isis. 
The singers came first, their voices accompanied by instru- 
ments. Then followed, carrying a palm branch and his 
time-measurer, the horoscoper, who predicted the future 
from the stars ; then the holy scribes, with ink, pens, and a 
book. The first was required to know by heart thirty-six of 
the forty-two books of Hermes, with the hymns to the gods, 
and the rules for the king ; the second, those of the books 
of Hermes which treated of astrology ; the third, to be an 
adept at hieroglyphics, geography, the structure of the 
earth, the phenomena of the Nile, and the details of meas- 
ures and offerings. After these came the dressers of the 
god, carrying the rod of righteousness," and a vessel for 
the drink-offering. The chief of these was required to be 
skilled in all that related to the honouring of the idol. 
Next came the prophets, the foremost bearing a sacred 
vessel ; others, the holy bread. The chief prophet was the 

> Sb«n, ThA SUtert^ ’vol. ii pp. 8S-84. 
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president of the temple^ and had committed to memory the 
ten books of the priests. The pastophoroi * or sacred phy- 
sicians followed, clad in their robes like the rest, and hon- 
oured as having by heart the six books of medicine ; and 
these were followed by others, with endless display.® 

In what the ‘^wisdom in which Moses was trained con- 
sisted is not easy to learn, for the priestly scribes in their 
written allusions to it which are still extant, speak so meta- 
phorically, and hide their meaning so studiously, that it is 
always more or less uncertain. They held it, indeed, as 
their exclusive treasure ; to be communicated to none out- 
side their circle.® The belief in one supreme God seems, 
however, as is shown in the Book of the Dead, to have been 
the kernel of these secret doctrines ; but the wisdom 
must have included much besides that was lo^ty and attrac- 
tive, since the wisest of the Greeks — Lycurgus, Solon, Thales, 
Pythagoras, Democritus, Plato, and others — borrowed from 
it many of their principles in politics, geometry, astronomy, 
and physics. It included, also, moral and even medical 
precepts, and to these Moses doubtless owed much.* For it 
is striking to notice that the forty-two mortal sins from 
which the soul had to clear itself before the forty-two judges 
of the dead, in the next world, as a condition of a happy 
immortality, embrace nearly the whole Mosaic moral law ; 
presenting in fact, the quintessence of that universal hu- 
man morality which in all ages has made mankind jqstl v 
responrible^for thci^condupt, as the law written in their 
hearts," making them ‘^by nature" a ^^law ^nto thgm- 
selyes."* The ibis-headed god Thoth — the scribe of the 

> See p. 190. > Clemena Alex , Strom,^ vi. 4. 

• tJarda^ vol. i. p 2S. ♦ Uhlemann, p 60. 

* Rom. 11 . 14, 16. See Elne JEgypt, KlhhigaUichUr^t vi>l. ii. p 254 ; vol. ill. p. 271. 
Lepsint* Todtenhuch^ p. 185. 
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gods^ known to the Greeks as Hermes Trismegistos^ Hermes 
the thrice greatest— was given out by the priests as having 
written six books on medicine, which embraced anatomy, 
pathology, therapeutics, and treatment of diseases of the 
eye, so common on the Nile. These books, composed by 
learned priests, would be of great value to a mind of such 
comprehensive genius as that of Moses. Nor must we for- ) 
get that it is to Hermes or Thoth that the sublime definition 
of God is ascribed, as being a circle whose centre is every- 
where and the circumference nowhere. The library of the 
Bamesseum at Thebes— over the gate of which was seen 
the inscription, For the healing of the soul " — contained 
20,000 books ; nor is it without significance, as indicating a 
period of great intellectual activity, that the structure thus 
consecrated to knowledge was built by Rameses II. Statues 
of Thoth, the god of wisdom, and of Safekh, the goddess of 
history, adorned the entrance, and we still possess some 
priestly papyrus rolls dated from it. The library is, indeed, 
often mentioned in Egyptian book-rolls, and the graves of 
two of its librarians under Bameses II. are yet to be seen at 
Thebes. The two, it seems, were father and son, and in their 
life enjoyed the title of Chief of the Books." * Nor was this 
the only library in the times of Moses. That of Osiris Seb 
is mentioned in a copy of the Book of the Dead, and there 
was one belonging to the temple of Ptah at Memphis, in 
which medical books were included. Another, also, existed 
later, in the Serapeion at Alexandria. The temples, like our 
own monasteries in the middle ages, were, in fact, the libra- 
ries of the times, and often had valuable collections of books.* 
It is not probable that Moses permanently maintained 

> Lepsiiis, ChnnoUi^Sii^^ p. 80 . 

* JIfW SMgttachier^ voL ill. pp. 978-i. 
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associations with the royal family^ after he had grown to 
manhood. His absence while at the University of On, if he 
studied there ; the removal of the court to distant Thebes, 
which took place periodically ; and, above all, his sympathy 
with his own race, must have practically separated him, after 
a time, from the splendours of the palace. The lowly home 
of his parents would have more attractions than the halls of 
his princely benefactress, grateful as he might be to her. 
That his feelings were intensely national is seen by the one 
incident recorded, in Exodus, of his Egyptian life. In a 
sudden access of just indignation at the sight of a native 
overseer cruelly ill-using an Israelite, he fell on the oppressor 
and slew him, and as death was the inevitable punishment 
should the homicide be discovered, he could save his life 
only by a hasty flight from the country.* His guilt, indeed, 
was exceptionally great, for he had hidden the body and 
thus hindered embalmment, without which the soul of the 
slain man would never enter into the Egyptian heaven. 

The direction he took was, in all probability, straight 
for Pelusium or some other town on the line of the great 
frontier wall, offering escape into the desert beyond. He 
would breathe freely only when he had left Egypt behind, 
and even then, no course was open for him but to turn 
south, and seek refuge in the mountainous peninsula of 
Sinai. He could not, like Sineha,* hundreds of years before, 
flee to Southern Palestine, for the Hittite treaiy of Bameses 

> BealdM the short rods for the bsstinadOf the ** taekmaitere ** htd long, heavy 
Bconxgea made of a pliant wood imp<«ted from Syria. Chabaa, Foyope <f an 
Urn, pp. 119, 188. Old Egyptian proverbe tell of the fearful cruelty of theae 
** dtlvera.'* Thna, ** the child growa up and hia bonee are broken like the bonea of 
an au.** ** The back of a lad la made that he may hearken to him that beats him.'* 
Chabaa, Foyafl^ p. 188 n. JPapyrui A,natt., Y. tUL 8. 

« Chabaa, la^JPapyrui OmUiquu de pp. 88-51. Haqpero, p. 108. Stcordi 
tlfH^JPm,r6Lri,p,ttlk 
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had, as we have seen, an extradition clause, by which he 
would at once have been sent back to the Nile. But we can 
well fancy that, like him, he suffered not a little on his far 
longer and more painful journey. I went on foot,^^ says 
that fugitive of the age before Abraham, until I came to 
the fortress which the king had made to keep off the Eastern 
foreigners, and an old man, an herbseller, sheltered me. But 
I was alarmed at the sight of the watchers on the wall, who 
were changed daily. When the night was passed, however, 
and the dawn came, I went on from place to place, and 
arrived at the station of Kamur. But thirst overtook me on 
my journey, and my throat was so parched that I said, ^ This 
is the taste of death, ^ till, hearing the pleasant voice of cat- 
tle, I lifted up my heart, and braced my limbs. Presently 
I saw a Bedouin, who asked me whither I journeyed, 
addressing me as from Egypt. He then gave me water, 
and poured out milk for me, and I went with him to his 
tribe, and they brought me on from place to place till I 
arrived at Atuna.^^ 

Moses betook himself, with a wise foresight, to the south- 
ern part of the Peninsula of Sinai, a mountainous triangle 
of more than 120 miles, north and south, from the line of 
Suez. The north of the peninsula was held by the Amalek- 
ites, but the southern portion was the district of a part of 
the great tribe of Midian, known as the Kenites,‘ and as 
such descended from Abraham through Keturah. The 
bond of common race would thus secure the fugitive a 
hearty reception, and it laid the ground, moreover, for a 
possible alliance against Egypt, when the Hebrews should 
make an effort for deliverance. Beaching the headquarters 
of this people, which were, as usual, near a famous well, he 
Wiidg.L 16 ;lr.U. 



HOSES. 


135 


received, at once, a friendly welcome from the chief, to 
whose daughters he had shown a kindly courtesy. The 
simple manners among which he now found himself breathe 
of the early patriarchal age. His host was both the sheik 
and the emir of the tribe — ^its civil and religious head, bear- 
ing as the former the name of Jethro — the head man — 
and as the latter, Eaguel — the friend of God.” Marriage 
to Zipporah — the little bird” — one of Jethro^s daughters, 
of whom there were seven, soon followed. But the name of 
the first son of the wanderer shewed that his heart was still 
on the banks of the Nile, among his oppressed people, for he 
caljed him Gershom, in his deep and abiding feeling that 
he himself was only ^^a stranger there.” 

The region in which Moses was to spend many years — 
that of tlie Sinai Mountains — ^was singularly fitted at once 
to shelter him by its seclusion from the outer world, and to 
train him by its influences, for the high duties which lay 
before him. The white limestone of Palestine and of the 
Wilderness of the Tih stretches into its northern portion. 
Beyond this, towards the south, come hills of sandstone, 
usually of only moderate height, but of wonderful variety 
and splendour of colour, and grotesqueness of shape. These, 
however, ere long, give way to the mountains of Sinai, which 
fill up the lower end of the Peninsula — vast masses of primi- 
tive rock, rising in their highest summit 9,000 feet above 
the sea. Memorials of the earliest age of creation, their 
crystalline masses have remained the same as they are to- 
day through all the modifications of the surface of the world. 

Their granite, porphyry, mica schist, and greenstone shafts, 
pinnacles, and buttresses have towered from the beginning 
over the ocean, undisturbed by the change from the Siilurian 
age to the Devonian, from the Carboniferous to the Liassic ; 
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from the Oolite to the Chalk."* Ifo vegetation covers the 
bareness of the vast walls of rock, but their colours are so 
varied and so sharply defined that they seem, notwithstand- 
ing, to be veiled in a rich and varied world of plant life. 
The light-effects, moreover, in the dry pure air and under 
the deep blue of the sky, have an indescribable power and 
beauty, in their varying tints, from blinding white to deep 
violet. To one coming from the rich fields of the Egyptian 
Delta all this splendour of rock and sky cannot, however, 
have made up for what he had left behind, and must have 
seemed desolation. Yet in the days of Moses the whole 
region was much less barren than now. The destruction of 
trees age after age, for the use of the miners of ancient 
Egypt, and for the manufacture of charcoal, which is still 
carried on, has not only destroyed the forests, but has in- 
tensified the sterility of the soil by diminishing the fall of 
rain. Many a valley which now shows only a few stunted 
bushes may well have been shaded by woods 3,000 years ago. 
So late as a.d. 400 an eyewitness tells us that there was 
great plenty of wood and broom over the whole region — the 
wood not failing in any part of it.® Even to-day there are 
oases in at least five of the Sinai wadys, and no valley, 
in the very heart of the mountains, is entirely bare of 
vegetation. Acacias and tamarisks grow in Wadys Sheik 
and Gharandel in great numbers, and the palm groves of 
Wadys Feirdn, Kid, Dahab, SToweyba, and Tor yield a rich 
harvest of fine dates. Broom bushes and other thorny 
growths, and a great variety of strong-scented plants, espe- 
cially thyme, nestle in the cracks of the steepest precipices. 
The broad-leaved colocynth grows in the sandy plains on the 
border of the wilderness of the Tih, and the bright green 
> FnuuB, Aim dem Orient^ p. 7. * J>ur^ Qn$en^ p. 851. 
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of the caper plant makes a striking contrast to the dark 
leaves of the swallow-wort or asclepia, on many a wall of 
rock. Thousands of goats and sheep find sufficient pasture 
during the whole year, and many chamois and mountain 
badgers frequent the almost inaccessible gorges of the 
heights. Panthers also are met with in these upland 
valleys. Singing birds enliven the copses by the clear cool 
springs of the mica schist, and, occasionally, huge flocks of 
quails, wearied by their long flight from the west, over the 
Red Sea, settle for the time on the rocky slopes and open 
plains. Wild ducks, moreover, abound in the small lakes 
of one or two of the wadys. ISTor is the land, alone, thus, 
in a measure, astir with life. The dugong seal is still, at 
times, caught in the bays on each side of the peninsula ; its 
thick hide being much prized for sandals to protect the feet 
from the many acacia thorns in every path. Even with the 
rude appliances of the Arabs, moreover, the take of fish and 
mollusks from the neighbouring Red Sea is very large.* 
Snakes, both poisonous and harmless, are numerous in some 
parts. 

But, as a whole, the Sinai Mountains rank among the 
wildest regions. From a distance they rise, red and gray, 
in huge masses and peaks of porphyry and granite. On all 
sides lie heaps of dark ashes of bumt-out volcanic fires, or 
of fragments of porphyry, red as wax. Walls of rock, with 
a green shimmer, rise naked and threatening ; uncouth, 
wild crags tower steeply above mounds of black and brown 
stones, which look as if they had been broken by the ham- 
mers of giants. The horizon takes new forms with every 
short advance, as one closed-in valley rises above another ; 
the sublimity of the landscape increasing with the ascent 

> Fnxrer, /Sinai, in Schenlwl, vol. t. p. 8S7. 
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As each new level is reached, the mountains rise in huge 
heights around, but as the journey leads on to the next 
plateau they seem to shrink into tameness before the new 
giants that encircle the way.* Were I a painter," says 
Bbers, and could I illustrate Dante^s Inferno, I would have 
pitched my camp-stool here, and have filled my sketch-book, 
for there could never be wanting to the limner of the dark 
abyss of the Pit, landscapes savage, terribly, immeasurably 
sad, unutterably wild, unapproachably grand and awful." * 
The influence of such a district on a mind like that of 
Moses must have been great. No region more favourable 
to the attainment of a lofty conception of the Almighty 
could have been found. Nature, by the want of water and 
the poverty of vegetation, is intensely simple, presenting no 
variety to dissipate and confuse the mind. The grand, sub- 
limely silent mountain world around, with its bold, abrupt 
masses of granite, greenstone, and porphyry, fills the spirit 
with a solemn earnestness which the wide horizon from most 
peaks and the wonderful purity of the air tend to heighten. 
The wanderer looks down, for example, from the top of 
Jebel Mfisa, the Mount of Moses, with a shuddering horror, 
into the abyss below — and round, on the countless pinna- 
cles and peaks, cliffs and precipices, of many-coloured rocks ; 
white and gray, sulphurous yellow, blood red, and ominous 
black ; entirely bare of vegetation. To the north, the 
desert of the Tih stretches out beyond the mountains in end- 
less perspective. On the east and west the reflection of the 
blue sea shimmers up from the depths ; beyond it, towards 
sunrising, are seen the pale sands of Arabia ; while towards 
sunset the mountains of Egypt rise half veiled in the blue 
of distance. Such a place was far more fitted than the 

* IHtr^ OoBen^ p. 181 . • iWrf., p. 188 . 
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narrowly hemmed-in valley of the Nile, or than Palestine^ 
to call forth great thoughts.* 

In such a desert region we take refuge in our own 
reflections from the monotony around ; the senses are at 
rest. Undisturbed and uninfluenced from without, the 



View erom the Sumiot of Sinai. 

Bj Pemiasion. From Piof. Palmer's Dettiri afihe Eaeodtus. 


mind follows out every train of thought to the end, and 
examines and exhausts every feeling to its finest shades. 
In a city there is no solitude : each is part of a great 
whole on which he acts, and by which he is himself 
affected. But the lonely wanderer in a district like Sinai 
is absolutely isolated from his fellows, and must fill up 

> Fairer, Die Bedtutung der Bib. Oeographie fUr der Bib. Eaoegeae, p. 5. Bitter, 
Brdkundet yoL xIy. pp. 8, 64^518, 684. 
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the void by his own identity. The present retires into 
the background, and the spirit, waked to intensity of life, 
finds no limits to its thoughts. In a lofty spiritual nature 
like that of Moses, the solemn stillness of the mountains 
and the boundless sweep of the daily and nightly heavens 
would efface the thought of man, and fill the soul with the 
majesty of God. As he meditated on the possible deliver- 
ance of his people, the lonely vastness would raise him above 
anxious contrasts of their weakness compared with the power 
of Egypt, which might have paralyzed resolution and bidden 
hope despair. What was man, whose days were a hand- 
breadth, and whose foundation was in the dust, before the 
mighty Creator of Heaven and Earth — the Kock of Israel ? * 
Even less lofty spirits than his had, indeed, been kindled, 
age after age, to a nearer sense of the presence of God, 
amidst these magnificent and awful solitudes; for Serbal 
had been from the earliest times sacred to the worship of 
Baal, and, even still, the wandering Bedouin sacrifices 
lambs within stone circles raised on it, as thank-offerings 
for any special blessing received.® So, Horeb already bore 
the name of the Mount of God ” when Moses came to live 
near it,® and the whole group of mountains, like Ararat or 
the Himalaya, were holy among the tribes around.* 

In this sanctuary of the hills, awaiting the time when the 
advancing purposes of God had ripened Israel for the great 
movement of its deliverance, and, meanwhile, unconsciously 
preparing for the mighty task before him, Moses spent, as 
St. Stephen informs us, no fewer than forty years.* His 
wanderings would make him acquainted with every valley, 

< GeUde'B and Words (/ Christy toI. t p. 882. 

s Sepp, Jerttsalsm tt, das HsUigs Zand, vol. ii. p. 776. 

•Exod.iT.87. 4BwBld*B<3<^AioA^TOl.lLp.flaL 
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plain^ gorge, hill, and mountain of the whole region ; with 
its population, whether native, or that of the Egyptian 
mines; with every spring and well, and with all the re- 
sources of every kind offered by any spot : an education of 
supreme importance towards fitting him to guide his race, 
when rescued from Egypt, to the safe shelter and holy 
sanctuaries of this predestined scene of their long encamp- 
ment. Still more, in those calm years every problem to be 
solved in the organization of a people would rise successively 
in his mind and find its solution and above all, his own 
soul must have been disciplined and purified, by isolation 
from the world and closer and more continual communion 
with God.* 

) Bertheaa thinks that Moses in Midian wonld come in contact with a form of the 
faith of Abraham, preserved in Jethro’s tribes, pnrer than survived among the Jews 
In Egypt QeschiclUet p. 84S. 
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THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 

The long interval during which Moses lived in Midian 
as a humble shepherd, must have been one of ripening 
progress towards future deliverance on the part of the 
Hebrews on the Nile. Parents whose home training had 
resulted in a family like Miriam, Aaron, and Moses — true to 
the God of their fathers, and, as such, filled with an intense 
aversion to the religion of Egypt — could not have been the 
only instances of a hereditary loyalty to the faith and aspi- 
rations of Israel. Doubtless Amram and Jochebed bore in 
their names * the proud assertion of a creed cherished by not 
a few of their race besides, even in these dark times. There 
had been, it may well be believed, too much indifference to 
the memories of Bethel and Beersheba ; but trouble had 
quickened the religious feelings of the nation, and given a 
value,’ which had not latterly been assigned them, to the 
promises made by Jehovah to Abraham and his descend- 
ants.® This great spiritual revolution was brought about, 
so far as can now be seen, through the agency of the tribe 
of Levi, to which the parents of Moses belonged, and their 
children lived to be its chief promoters. But Amram and 
Jochebed doubtless received from others of a former gener- 
ation, the Puritan impulse which their family was destined 
to spread so widely and to conduct to such triumphant 

> Ctoseniiis. 6th ed. See ante, p. 117. * Szod. ii. 28. 
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results. That their tribe should hereafter be honoured with 
the national priesthood was, therefore, its natural inheri- 
tance. It was through it, in Egypt, that its brethren 
turned again to Jehovah, and it was by the efforts of its 
sons, Aaron and Moses, that they became a people. Pio- 
neers, in Egypt, of national revival, religious and political, 
perhaps for generations, the tribe of Levi was designated 
from the first, alike by its past services and its special 
fitness, for the dignity ultimately assigned to it. 

Aaron was doubtless the chief agent in this great work, 
but he would have the assistance of the elders " of the 
people ; that is, of the heads or princes " of tribes, of 
clans, of sub-clans, and of households, in spreading his 
infiuence through the whole population. To do so, how- 
ever, with any aid, would be no easy task ; for the masses 
are slow to rouse to spiritual ideas, especially when crushed 
by a hard life. Yet it was essential they should be thus 
quickened. To free them in a merely physical sense would 
have left them unfitted for their high destiny as the People 
of God. The foundation of a permanent and earnest rec- 
ognition of Jehovah as their national God, demanded that 
the contrast between the true and the false should be 
brought home to them and burnt into their hearts, while 
they were still surrounded by Egyptian idolatry, and aglow 
with enthusiasm against its votaries, as their oppressors. 
Nor is it without significance that the Greek Bible speaks 
of God as gradually becoming known to them."* The 
Hebrew overseers in charge of each gang of their brethren, 
under the Egyptian taskmasters, doubtless shewed them a 
sympathy which extended beyond their physical sufferings ; 

1 The words, ch. ii. 95, God had respect onto them,** are, in the Septnashiti 
** God became known onto them.** 
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for these overseers or “ officers ” * are elsewhere identified 
with the elders,” who were in close communication with 
Aaron.* The heads of each clan or sub-clan were evidently 
made responsible for the behaviour of those connected with 
them, and tribal communication was thus intimately main- 
tained. That Aaron should have gone to Sinai to meet his 
brother Moses speaks, moreover, of his work being at last 
ripe for great results, and of a correspondence having been 
maintained between the two ttirough the years of their sep- 
aration; if only by messages carried by traders passing 
through Jethro’s district. 

The preparation of Moses for his great task must, like 
that for all high aims and spheres, have been gradual and 
slow. To feel one’s self summoned to play the part of a 
prophet of God implies an elevation, an enthusiasm, and 
a concentration of soul only attained by degrees. The out- 
ward duties of such an office must indeed be the spontane- 
ous expression of profound personal conviction, rising above 
all doubt and question where others hesitate most, and this 
is necessarily slowly reached. Every utterance of the pro- 
phetic impulse ultimately exhibited by Moses, implies that 
the existence and continual presence of God, as the supreme 
directing and controlling force in all human affairs, must 
have been realized by him with an overpowering vividness, 
carrying with it his whole nature. It may be that his flight, 

1 Exod. T. 6, 14, 19. The word is shoterim. Even the seventy elders are so called, 
Nnm. zi. 16. So are, afterwards, the heads of the diEcarent sections of the tribes, in 
the march throngh the wilderness. Dent. xz. 9 ; xziz. 9 ; zzzi. 28. Josh. 1. 10 ; ill. 
2 ; vlii. 88; xxiii. 3 ; xxiv. 1. The mnnidpal dignitaries of the towns of Israel also 
bore, in after days, this name. Dent. zvi. 18. 1 Cbron. zziii. 4 ; zxvi. 29. The 
shoterim seem to have had charge of the genealogical records of the tribes. 

3 Exod. iv. 29. It is noteworthy that Pharaoh complains of the people “ listening 
to lying talk,'' abont going oE to sacrifice in the wilderness. This shows that their 
leaders had access to them, and we may feel anre that they had long used this 
privilege to quicken them to worthy thoni^. See Exod. v. 9. 
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after killing the Egyptian taskmaster, was the first step 
towards this lofty inspiration, by breaking ofE every tie with 
Egypt, and committing him unreservedly to the cause of 
his people. For, though his heart had always been theirs, 
even amidst the learned seclusion of the temple cloisters at 
On, or the splendours of the palace at Tanis — and though 
he had often stolen away to mingle with those whom he 
loved as his brethren, and to sympathize with them in 
their ‘ ^ burdens — his flight must have flrst set him free 
from an embarrassing position, and left him wholly at their 
service. 

The prophet, in the true meaning of the word, is the 
mouth of God among men, whether in respect to the present 
or the future. Prediction is only one form of the Divine 
communications he announces. To proclaim the present 
purposes and will of God is his main commission. But to 
rise to a condition of mind in which he thus becomes the 
articulate voice of the Eternal to his fellow-men must come 
by a natural advance. Before the spirit can thus be filled 
with the Divine, like a lamp with light, it must have been 
long concentrated on it to a degree unknown to other men. 
Earth must well-nigh have disappeared, before the heavens 
thus open as the familiar home of the thoughts. The 
Unseen must have become the great reality, before which the 
visible and temporal rank as infinitely subordinate. In this 
sense Moses was, at once, the first and the greatest of the 
prophets, for no one before Christ has spoken in the name 
of God with such commanding majesty, or shed such a fiood 
of light on the Divine nature and laws. All future prophets 
draw their light from his central splendour, for he estab- 
lished in the hearts of his race the great truths which his 
BaooesBors had but to press home on their contemporaries. 
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The burning bush of Horeb was, indeed, only a symbol of 
the sacred fire which glowed through his being, and kindled 
in the world, unextinguishably, the light of the true relig- 
ion. But what long wrestlings of soul ; what ponderings 
over the mysteries of nature as seen around and above him ; 
what mental struggles with the teachings of his Egyptian 
masters ; what contrasts of the gods of the ^^^ile valley in all 
their higher and lower aspects, with the traditional faith in 
the One living and true God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
must have passed through his soul, before Jehovah stood out 
alone, supreme, universal, as the holy Lord God of heaven 
and earth ! To think one’s way, even with all supernatural 
aids, to such a stupendous conclusion, in the clearness and 
intensity with which it rose before him, sets him apart 
among men ; for the God of Moses, though also the God of 
Abraham, is revealed with infinitely fuller circumstance, in 
His relations to mankind and in the disclosures of His own 
Being. Eevelation doubtless poured into his soul the light 
by which it realized such truths, but his whole nature must 
have strained towards that light with a grand earnestness, 
to have been fitted for such communications. In spiritual 
things, it is ever to those only who have, that more can be 
given. 

Apart from this concentrated Divine enthusiasm, how- 
ever, raising him slowly, through years, to the conviction 
that he was called to be a prophet to his people, and to 
speak to them, as such, for God; the vast task before 
Moses demanded the intellect of a statesman, a legislator, 
and an organizer on a grand scale, and it was the union of 
these with his supreme authority as the recognized mouth- 
piece of God, that qualified him supremely for his great 
work. 
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It was in the wilderness of Sinai, the Bible tells us, 
amidst the mountains of Horeb— ^^the dry,^^ a name for 
the vast heights of the Sinai group as a whole — while he 
was feeding the flocks of his father-in-law, that Moses was 
first honoured with the Divine communication which trans- 
formed him, henceforth, in his whole nature, by bringing to 
a crisis the inarticulate dreams and spiritual aspirations of 
the past. Tradition has fixed the spot, since tlie sixth 
century, in the deep seclusion to which he afterwards led 
the children of Israel, and the convent of Justinian is built 
over what is held to have been the very spot where he was 
commanded to put the sandals from off his feet. But 
whether this valley of Jethro,’^ or the plain at Mount 
Serbal, was the scene of the event, the circumstances around 
were equally fitting. The awful majesty of the hills, which, 
as Josephus tells us,* had already invested them with a spe- 
cial sacredness in the eyes of the Arab tribes as the Moun- 
tains of Qod,^^ looked down on the wanderer from every 
side. He had followed his flocks of sheep and goats as they 
sought the aromatic shrubs on the ledges of the rock, or in 
the folds of the narrow valleys, or by the side of chance 
springs ; little thinking to what they were leading him. 
The wild acacia, the seneh of the Hebrew Bible — a gnarled 
and thorny tree, not unlike our solitary hawthorn in its 
growth* — dotted the bare slopes and the burning soil of the 
ravines. But now, suddenly, a glow of flame, like that 
which was consuming Israel in the furnace of affliction, 
shines forth amidst the dry branches of one of these before 
him, and yet, as he gazes, the bush,^^ though ^^it burned 
with fire," was not consumed. Drawing near to see this 
great sight," a voice which he instinctively recognizes aa 

« Ant.t IL xtt. L * Tri8tram, Nat, HUt. of Bible, p. 80L 
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Divine sounds from its midst, commanding him to remove 
his sandals, as on holy ground ; * revealing new and closer 
relations of God to His chosen people, and imposing on the 
awed shepherd a unique commission as His prophet. He 
had been known to their forefathers, and was known to 
themselves, by names more or less used by related peoples, 
in speaking of their gods — ^the names El, or Elohim, or 
Shaddai — ^^the mighty One." The worship of Jehovah, 
indeed, was generally diffused through Assyrian and West- 
ern Asia at an early date ; for, as far back as B.c. 822, the 
names of Assyrian officials are in part made up, like so 
many Jewish names, by incorporating part of it. Even in 
B.c. 887, the name Abijah occurs on the Euphrates as an 
Assyrian name, and in the time of Sargon, the destroyer of 
Samaria in B.c. 721, lanhida was king of Hamath, on the 
Orontes; Jbram was king of Edom; ZedekiaA, king of 
Ascalon, and PadfaA, king of Ekron. There is, moreover, a 
Joel in a Phoenician text from Malta. The name Jehovah 
was, indeed, common, at least as early as the tenth century 
before Christ, to all Semitic peoples of Western Asia as far 
east as Nineveh. The Hebrews themselves had, in fact, also 
used the name, as we see in that of cTbchebed, the mother of 
Moses, but its wide import had never been fully revealed to 
them.* Henceforth, the gulf between the true God and the 
idols of Egypt and of the nations, should be marked by the 
adoption of the name Jehovah in its full significance, as 
expressive of the One only Living God — ^the true I am 
WHOM I AM," the mysterious Fountain of all Being. ^^Go 

> **Oar habit of respect Is to take off the hat ; theirs^ to take off their shoes. Gon- 
seqaeotly. they never enter their places of worship, or generaUj their own rooms, 
without taking them off and leaving them at the doors.'* Mill's SamarUanit pp. 

» 5 . 


• Oehler, In Heni^ vol. vL p. 400. 
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to your brethren^ the children of Israel," continued the 
Divine voice, and say to them, ' Jehovah, the God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you. This shall be My 
name for ever : so shall you call Me for ever and ever.^ " * 
All other gods were mere Elilim* — nothings" — ^had no 
existence, but were only inventions of man. He alone, by 
the very name Jehovah, proclaimed Himself as the One Liv- 
ing God. Moses was to tell his brethren that this mighty 
Being — ^mindful of His covenant with Abraham — ^was about 
to deliver them from oppression, and gather them beneath 
the mountains where the Voice then spoke, that He might 
give them their future laws as His people, and afterwards 
lead them to the good land which He had promised to their 
fathers. 

Instinctively shrinking from an office at once so lofty 
and so difficult, Moses naturally craves special assurances 
of God^s presence with him, before he can face the majesty 
of Pharaoh^ or hope to rouse the apathy of a down-trodden 
race. But these, also, are given him. Overpowered with 
the vision, and yet divinely exalted in soul ; shrinking in hu- 
mility as he thinks of himself, but strong in a holy trust as 
he remembers Jehovah, he turns back to his flocks another 
man. Henceforth, he is in the fullest sense inspired, and 
rises to the height of the great enterprise committed to him. 
If he be slow of speech, has not Jehovah said that Aaron 
would speak for him to Pharaoh and to the people ; he him- 

1 Geseniiii, Lex.^ 8th edition, art. “Zftcher,'' p. S89. It is etrikiiighow thissapreme 
name of Ctod had its echoes in other nations than Israel— perhaps from the first age 
of innocence. laO was at times the name assigned by the Greeks to the highest God 
(Macrob., Saium^i, 18). The Chaldaeana spoke of laO, and the Ichthyophagi an 
said to have used the name laO Sabaoth, as a charm or spell in their fiahing. Bee 
Knobel's JBMvt, p. 89. Perhaps these nations borrowed the name tram the 
Hebrews. * Ps. xcvi. S. 
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self acting, through him, as the representative of God ? It 
would thus be his to indicate : Aaron would put his instruc- 
tions in fitting words. To himself it was vouchsafed to 
stand to the people in the place of God ; to Aaron he would 
be as God is to a prophet whom he inspires.* Did he wish 
a symbol of his high office ? Had not the shepherd^s rod in 
his hand been already made the instrument of Divine power ? 
His task was to be performed by no mere human aid. Had 
he been required to front the majesty of Egypt by raising an 
insurrection and trusting to military success, he might well 
have despaired ; for how could the multitudes of an enslaved 
population win the day against disciplined armies ? But the 
peaceful symbol he bore — the staff with which he had guided 
his kinsman^s flocks — spoke, as the wonders he had already 
seen wrought by it showed, of an invisible Power before 
whom the might of the Pharaohs availed nothing. In the 
modest humility of such an emblem he could go forward, 
assured that Jehovah who had sent him would also fight the 
battle for Israel.’ For, had not this simple rod, at the 


* Enobers Prcphetismusj vol. i. p. 104. Bwald's OesehicJUe^ vol. ii. p. 86. 

* The incident of the circumcision of Qershom, the son of Moses, at the carayan- 
serai, on the way to Egypt, is striking. Moses had neglected to perfonn the nte and 
was suddenly struck by severe ilincss, which he traced to this oversight of his duty. 
Zipporab, learning the fact, forthwith circumcises the child, and Moses presently 
recovers ; on which Zipporah tells him that she has won him again for her bride- 
groom by the child's blood ; that his life is spared on account of it, and she has him 
as it were, given to her anew— now this duty is fulfllled. Ezod. iv. 24-27. That the 

sons " of Moses should be set on an ass, implies that they were of tender years, so 
that his marriage mast have taken place long after his going to Midian, or the birth 
of his children must have been long delayed Herodotus says that the Arabs were 
wont to confirm covenants by cutting their middle finger with a sharp stone (iii. 8). 
In the case of Moses it was fitting that the covenant made with Abraham, and now 
virtually renewed with himself, should be solemnised by the sign divinely appointed 
at its first institution. But it marks strikingly the extent to which the patriarchal 
faith had passed from the common Hebrew mind, that even Moses should have 
n^lected to circumcise his children. Gesenius quotes with approval the statement 
of some Jewish expositors, that a mother called her son spouse when he was 
drcumciBed. Theiourm^ p« 680. 
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bidding of God, turned to an angry serpent, the symbol of 
death, and had not the hand that held it been alternately 
withered and restored by the same Voice ? Had not the 
vision of the burning bush shown that though thorns could 
not of themselves resist the shining flames, but were, rather, 
the very thing that would most easily fall a prey to them, a 
Power was at hand who protected even what was so frail ? 
Israel might be unable in itself to oppose Egypt, but its 
Redeemer was mighty. As God was in the flame of the 
bush and hindered its consuming that in which it glowed, 
BO He was with His people in their trials, and would keep 
them from being destroyed. They would be saved, not by 
the skill or intellect of any leader, but only by the power 
and loving-kindness of Jehovah Himself. Their deliverance 
should be so clearly His work alone, that they would in all 
future ages see in it a pledge of His having divinely chosen 
them for His own, and of His tender love and pity towards 
them.’ 

The meeting of Aaron with his brother must have filled 
both hearts with joy and confidence in God, for if Moses had 
to speak of heavenly encouragement in their great enterprise, 
so had Aaron. He had to report, besides, that the Hebrews, 
their brethren, were at last, after long years, roused once 
more to an enthusiasm for the religion of their fathers, 
which insured their co-operation in any plan for speedy 
deliverance from the burden of Egyptian slavery, and the 
hated presence of Egyptian idolatry. Nor was it necessary 
to wait any length of time for the proof of this. All the 
elders of Israel being summoned and told of the approach- 
ing crisis, the tidings soon spread through every division of 
the tribes, and were received with universal joy. The elders 

1 Kdhler’s LeMuch der Bibr ChtoMcMh ^ t P> 174. 
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indeed could report that ''the people believed, and rejoiced 
that Jehovah had visited them" through His chosen mes- 
sengers, and that they had bowed their heads and wor- 
shipped.' 

The struggle which had now come to a head between 
Israel and Egypt, was at once a revolt of slaves against their 
masters and the conflict of one religion with another. 
The Pharaoh had aimed at destroying the nationality of 
the Hebrews and incorporating them with the general popu- 
lation, but this involved their accepting Egyptian idolatry. 
Israel had, however, clung with a desperate tenacity to the 
faith of their race, and craved leave to perform the sacriflces 
it demanded. But these required the slaughter of rams and 
oxen — the former sacred to Amon ; the latter the symbol of 
Osiris and Isis — and to kill animals thus sacred, would have 
roused the whole nation to exterminate a people guilty of 
such impiety. It was inevitable that if these sacrifices were 
to be offered at all, the Hebrews must be allowed to go out- 
side the bounds of the kingdom. 

Demanding an audience, therefore, from Pharaoh, Moses 
and Aaron requested that their brethren should be permitted 
to go a three-days^ journey to the wilderness, and there hold 
a solemn religious festival to their God.® The refusal of a 
proposal so fair and moderate would at once justify their 
obtaining for themselves this natural right, and with it their 
personal freedom, by any worthy means that offered. 

The Pharaoh who now reigned was Menephtah II., the 
thirteenth son of Eameses II., who had died after reign- 
ing well-nigh seventy years, leaving many survivors of his 

1 Bxod. W. 81. Septnagint and EnobeL 

* The Egsrptians had their own religions pilgrimages and sacriflclal festiyals, at 
BnbastiStBiisiris, SaiSf Heliopolis, Boutos, and Papiremis. Herod., ii. 58. See also 
Vaihinger, J3tu<Uenu. £rUU^tm,p.9ri. 
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immense family of 170 children.* Menephtah was already a 
man of about sixty when he ascended the throne, and he 
held his court habitually in Lower Egypt ; at Memphis, On, 
and Tanis or Zoan,® where monuments bearing his name 
still exist, thus corroborating the statement of the Bible, 
that it was at Zoan Moses encountered him.® The date of 
his accession is said to have been b.c. 1325, but it is hard to 
reconcile this with the accepted dates of earlier and subse- 
quent events. 

From the time of Seti I., the grandfather of Menephtah, 
the people of Libya had threatened the western frontier of 
Egypt, but the vigour of Rameses II. had driven them back, 
and held them in check while he lived. After his death, 
however, things changed. A great alliance was formed by 
the Libyans with the Greeks— of whom this is the first 
historical mention known — the Sicilians, the Etruscans,, the 
Sardinians, and the Lycians ; and Egypt was invaded from 
the north, by sea and land. In such a time the persecution 
of the Hebrews must have been suspended, for it would have 
been madness to have tempted them, by ill-treatment, to 
join the invaders, who were finally driven off after days 
and months," leaving the unusual number of ‘9,376 prisoners 
in the hands of Menephtah.* Mounds of hands and dis- 
membered limbs laid at his feet attested the ferocity of the 
Egyptian troops, especially the cavalry, of whom Menephtah 
particularly boasts. But besides these, there were more 

> Lenormant’s Manudt vol. 1. p. 483. Birch’s Ancient Egypt from theMonuments^ 
p 188. Ebers, in Riehm, p. 888. Maspero, p. 858. De Bought Examen Critique de 
V Ouvrage de M, le Cheoalier de Bunsen^ 8d partie, p. 74. 

* Chabas, Becherches sur la XIX* Dynaetie, pp. 79, 80. Chabas, Milangee ihyp- 
toiogiquea, 8d series, vol. 11. pp. 117, 161. 

> Ps. Izxviii. 18. 43. 

« Inscription at Kamak translated In Becorde qf the Past, vol. iv. 87-48 ; also by Do 
Boag6 in the Bevue Archadogique, 1867, p. 167 ; and by Chabas, iStudes de VAntH 
qyiti Hiatoriquet Paris, 1870-78. Ebers, Mgypten vnd die BUeher Moee8\ p. 154. 
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valuable spoils : multitudes of horses and oxen, over 9,000 
copper swords, 1,308 bulls, many goats, 54 gold vases, a 
number of silver drinking cups, and more than 3,000 of 
other materials ; coats of mail, skin tents, and much else. 

Peace once more established, the oppression of the He- 
brews recommenced with additional severity ; perhaps from 
the doubtful attitude taken by them during the invasion ; 
but, it may be, only from the natural fear that a people so 
numerous, so vigorous, so distinct from the Egyptians, and 
so fiercely opposed to the national religion, should hereafter 
giveiirouble if fresh complications arose. Among other pre- 
cautions, Menephtah, like his father, took up his residence, 
usually, at Memphis or at Tanis-Zoan, whence he could 
most easily dominate the alien populations of the Delta, and 
stand, as it were, on guard, at the entrance of Egypt, against 
invasion from Syria or Arabia. An allusion occurs, in the 
inscription which records the great Libyan inroad, to the 
condition of these parts after peace had been restored, and 
also in the old Hyksos days. On * or Heliopolis and Mem- 
phis were additionally fortified; other places which had 
been ruined were rebuilt, and lines of defence were thrown 
up at weak parts ; perhaps in part as measures of repression 
towards the Hebrews. Then follows a glance at the condi- 
tion of the Delta and Lower Egypt, generally, in the old 
Hyksos times, and since. Never was the like devastation 
seen as in the invasion of the Libyans and their allies — not 
even in the times of the kings of Lower Egypt, when the 
land lay in the hand of the enemy, and misery reigned — in 
the times when the kings of Upper Egypt could not drive 
the invaders out. (In the Libyan invasion) the open lands 

2 The Septnagint adds the name of On to those of Ptthom and Rameses, as a city 
on which the Hebrews performed forced labour. 
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were left untilled, as pasture for cattle, because of the bar- 
barians. These parts had been infested from the times of 
our ancestors, when the kings of Upper Egypt lay in their 
tombs, and when those of Lower Egypt, in the midst of 
their towns, were surrounded by dwellings of corruption.* 
Their troops had not auxiliaries enough to enable them to 
act efficiently.’^* The Delta was still, as in the past, the 
weak point of Egypt, from the large foreign element in ite 
population, holding close relations to the inexhaustible hos- 
tile regions outside. The whole position of affairs, after the 
expulsion of the Libyans and their European and Asiatic 
allies, might naturally suggest the sternest measures towards 
the already dangerously numerous Hebrews. 

Tanis, the scene of the plagues by which Pharaoh was at 
last compelled to yield to the demands of Moses, has been 
already described.* Fortunately, we have on one of the walls 
of the great temple of Karnak, a plan of its ruins made in 
the time of Seti I., grandfather of Menephtah, before it 
had been rebuilt and beautified by Rameses II. The Tanis 
branch of the Nile flows through the town and its suburbs, 
and is crossed by a bridge. In the water are crocodiles and 
aquatic plants. The sea, not far off, is also represented, 
with its fish ; * for in the Hyksos days the ships of Palestine 
and other countries could sail up to the wharves of Tanis, 
as they again were in the time of Kameses II., though the 
canal which now represents the river is only navigable for 
the fisher-boats from Lake Menzaleh, which did not then 
exist. 

> An alien popnlation. 

* Records of the PaeU vol. Iv. p. 41. Ebers, JSqypten^ p. 807. Ylgoaroiiz, toI. U. 
p.846. Chabas, p. 94. 

» Page 29. 

« Bmgsch, Inscript, Oeog,^ I. pi. 48. La Sortie des Bikrmtx d^Bf/ypU, Confiniioe, 
Akzandrie, 1874, p. 80. 
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Menephtah was about twenty years younger than Moses, 
and had doubtless heard of his early life in the palace, and 
of his subsequent flight and its cause. Time, however, had 
long effaced these recollections, for even the flight had hap- 
pened forty years before. But to make any impression on 
a Pharaoh, in favour of despised slaves, needed more than 
words, however reasonable or weighty. Menephtah had 
been taught to regard his lightest fancy as the law which all 
must obey. That he should be required to do the least trifle 
against his pleasure was inconceivable. Court laureates had 
addressed him in odes, one of which, still preserved, is 
doubtless a sample of many. He was, they told him, the 
lover of truth, the sun in the great heaven, enlightening 
the earth with his goodness, and chasing the darkness from 
Egypt.- 

** Thou art, as it were, the image of thy father, the Sun 
Who rises in heaven. ... No place is without thy goodness. 

Thy sayings are the law of every land. . . . 

Bright is thy eye above the stars of heaven : able to gaze at 
The sun. Whatever is spoken, even in secret, ascends to 
Thine ears. Whatever is done in secret, thy eye sees it, 

0 1 Baeura Meriamen,* merciful Lord, creator of breath ! ” * 

The first approaches of Moses and Aaron to this man-god, 
on behalf of their people, the despised beings by whose la- 
bour he was executing the public works of the district, only 
drew down on the sufferers a heavier lot. Hitherto they 
had been allowed tebben, the broken straw of the thresh- 

> A name of Menephtah II. The expression of belief that he was the tme living 
representative of Deity on earth was donbtless sincere, for all men in Egypt, aa has 
been already aaid, worshipped the Pharaoh as the incarnate Sun-god. Proofs of this 
are met with constantly. 

3 Papyrus Anastasia translated by Ohabas, MSlanges ^gyptotcgiqwsy 1870, p. 117, 
•ad by Mr. Goodwin, Ttom, Soe, Bib. Arc/i., vol. 11. p. 868. BscarOs of the PasU 
vol. vl. p. lOL 
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ing floor, to use in binding the clay they had to make 
into bricks ; but now they were to get it where they could, 
from the fields far and near ; the same number of bricks as 
before being still demanded from them.* It must have been 
some time about the end of April ; for the wheat harvest is 
then just over in Egypt and leaves the plains of the Delta 
covered with standing straw — soon to be gathered and torn 
or trampled to pieces for fodder : the reapers in Ancient as 
in Modern Eg3rpt cutting off the grain close to the ear. 
The Nile would be at its lowest, and the hot sand wind from 
the Sahara would have begun to blow, as it does for fifty 
days together at that season, making the heat almost unen- 
durable. But the Hebrews had to face it, and waste their 
strength and lives on their impossible task.* The burden 
had become intolerable, but deliverance was at hand. 

The signs and plagues by which Menephtah was in the 
end compelled to let the Hebrews go, began, we are told, 
with a repetition of the wonder that had already been 
wrought at Jloreb — the turning a rod into a serpent : a 
miracle imitated, however, by the magicians of Egypt." * 
The great lesson of all these manifestations — the superiority 
of Jehovah to the idols of Egypt — was in none, however, 
more vividly shown than in this, by Aaron^s rod swallow- 
ing up" all the others.* 

The jugglers and magicians of the East have in every age 
exhibited feats of skill, or of unholy powers, which startle 
the senses and seem to defy explanation. Egypt especially 
was the land of ^"^the black art," which indeed got that 
name from the dark colour of the soil of the Nile valley.* 

> Bzod. V. 15 S. • Osburn, Israd in Egypt, p. SJ52. * Bzod. vU. 11. 

* All official Egyptians carried rode in their hands, as indications of their rank, etc. 

• Alchemy means pretended science,*' and is derived from Eemla |>U(dc--4lM 
asilTe name of Egypt. Hence it was the black azt.*^ 
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Exodus supplies us with the names of some classes of its 
wonder-workers — the Hakamim, or wise men, who specially 
dealt in secret arts ; the Mfikashphim, who muttered magic 
spells and adjurations for driving away spirits, or the more 
tangible dangers of crocodiles, asps, snakes, and the like ; * 
and the Hartummim, who were, as Brugsch tells us, the 
high priests, presiding at the different religious services in 
the very city of Zoan-Tanis, where Moses and Aaron 
wrought their miracles. Their name means, we are told, 
the warriors, in allusion to the myths of conflicts of the 
gods, so common in Egypt.* This class were perhaps, equiv- 
alent to the sacred scribes, and appear to have been at 
once the literary men of their temples, and skilled in utter- 
ing spells by the use of sacred names and words.* In this 
relation they were the scribes of occult writings, and 
formed, with the other classes named, the council of the Pha- 
raoh, to consult the magic books for him, when summoned. 
The names of the two chief opponents of Moses and Aaron, 
Jannes and Jambres, have been preserved by St. Paul,® and 
are both Egyptian ; An or Annu, which is identical with 
scribe, being frequently found in writings of the date of 
Moses, while Jambres is the name of a sacred book, and 
may mean Scribe of the South. ® Buxtorff gives some of 
the traditions of the later Jews respecting them, under the 
names of Jochanna and Mamre. They were said to have been 
sons of Balaam, and to have perished with Pharaoh in the Red 
Sea, but it is idle to repeat such inventions at any length.' 

* See references in the Book of the Bead, 

» Bmgsch, The Exodus and 1M Egyptian Monuments^ Trans, Orient, Congress^ 
London, 1874, p. 373. Dillmann {Exodits, p. 68) rejects this etymology. 

» Sbers, jEqypten,, etc., p. 841. * Speaker's Comment.., vol. 1. p. 279. 

» 2 Tim. ill. 8. • Speaker's Comment., vol. i. p. 279. 

* BoxtorlTB Leas. Ch, it Tat., pp. 948-0. RosenmUller, Bos AUe v. Nem Morgm 
Irntf, voL i. p. 27S. 
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Like all the other signs and plagues, that of the rod 
turned into a serpent was a direct challenge from Jehovah 
to the idols of Egypt ; for serpents were worshipped in vari- 
ous parts of the country,* and the living symbol of the god 
of Pithom, in the Hebrew district, was one of these creat- 
ures, dignified with the name of ^^the Magnificent,^^ and 
^^the Splendid. The asp was also the symbol of the god 
Kneph — the creator and sustainer of the world,® and Serapis 
was frequently represented with a serpenPs body."* To dis- 
credit this reptile, therefore, at once dishonoured a multi- 
tude of Egyptian gods, for their utter impotence as com- 
pared with Jehovah could have had no more signal illustra- 
tion, than the vanishing of all the rods of the magicians 
before that of Aaron. 

How the feats narrated of these wonder-workers were per- 
formed it is impossible to tell, but it is certain that, in both 
ancient and modern times, conjurers in the East have 
boasted of amazing power over serpents. An African race, 
the Psylli, were believed to be proof against their bites, 
handling them recklessly, in reliance on the protection of 
spells and incantations. Throwing them into a helpless 
lethargy, they then played with them as mock rods or 
staves.® Even at this day Egyptian jugglers are accus- 
tomed to catch a serpent by the head, and by some strange 

' Herod., ii. 74. Easebins speaks of two serpents worshipped at Thebes, as the 
greatest of all the gods. 

> Bmgsch, The Exodvs and the Egyptian Monuments^ p. 969. 

> Creuzer’s SynMik, p. 166. 

* Winer, Schlange. Lane, in his Modem Egyptians^ states that each quarter of 
Cairo has a special guardian genius, in the form of a serpent. This is no doubt a 
relic of ancient serpent worship. Every visitor to this wonder (hi city must have seen 
the serpent charmers, who have their performing cobras, carried about by them in 
baskets, and taken out for the amusement of the foreigners at the hotels, to go 
through their dancing motions on the pavement. 

A See authorities in KnobeFs Eseoduty p. 61. Dillmann, p. 69 



160 


THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 


power make it stiff and motionless^ as if changed into a 
rod.* 

The second sign " and first plague " — the turning the 
waters of Egypt into blood — was a blow at the whole relig- 
ion of Egypt, than which none could have been more im- 
pressive, whether to the Egyptians or Hebrews. The Nile 
was, in the strictest sense, regarded as divine, and was wor- 
shipped under a variety of names. A hymn as old as the 
days of Moses, still preserved, shows how deeply this rever- 
ence had taken hold of the Egyptian mind.* 

“ Hail to thee, 0 Nile! 

Thou who hast revealed thyself to this land, 

Coming in peace, to give life to Egypt! 

Hidden god! who bringest what is dark to light, 

As is always thy delight! 

Thou who waterest the fields created by the Sun-god 5 

To give life to all the world of living things. 

Thou it is who coverest all the land with water. 

Thy path, as thou comest, is from heaven ! 

Thou art the god Set, the friend of bread ! 

Thou art the god Nepra, the giver of grain! 

Thou art the god Ptah, who lightenest every dwelling! 

Lord of Pishes, when thou risest over the fiooded lands 

Thou protectest the fields from the birds. 

Creator of wheat: Producer of barley; 

Thou sustainest the temples. 

When the hands of millions of the wretched are idle, he grieves. 

If he do not rise, the gods in heaven fall on their faces, and men die. 

1 Champollion-Figeac, p. 26. On serpent charming in Egypt, see Mm 

jBgypt. KfMigstoehter^ vol. i. p. 286. In the Description de rj^gypte^ yol zxiv. p. 82, 
it ie said, “ They can turn the Eajd (a serpent) into a titck and make it appear dead. 
They then reyive it, when they choose, holding it by the tail and rolling it briskly 
between their hands. See also, for extraordinary feats performed with poisonons 
snakes, Drummond Hay's Western Barbary ^ p. 64. Tristram's Nat, Hist, qf Bible, 
p. 87S. 

* Papyrus Saltier, 1. 11-18. Anastasi, YII. It is translated by Canon Cook, Beo^ 
ardsqfthe Past, pp. 4, 105. Dftmichen, Qesch. des Alien jSgyptens, p. 11. Haspero, 
BksMre Aneimne, p. 11. The two latter translations are wonderfhlly alike, bnt both 
dllEsr considerably from that of Canon Ckxdt. 
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He makes the whole land open before the ploug^h of the oxen. 

And great and small rejoice. 

Men invoke him when he delays his coming, 

And then he appears as the life-giving god Khnonm< 

When he rises the land is filled with gladness, 

Every mouth rejoices : all living things have nourishment: all teeth 
their food. 

Bringer of FoodI Creator of all good things I 
Lord of all things choice and delightful, 

If there be offerings, it is thanks to theel 
He maketh grass to grow for the oxen; 

He prepares sacrifices for every god. 

The choice incense is that which he supplies! 

He cannot be brought into the sanctuaries, 

His abode is not known; 

There is no house that can contain himl 
There is no one who is his counsellor! 

He wipes away tears from all eyes! 

0 Nile, hymns are sung to thee on the harp; 

Offerings are made to thee: oxen are slain to thee; 

Great festivals are kept for thee: fowls are sacrificed to thees 
Incense ascends unto heaven : 

Oxen, bulls, fowls, are burned I 
Mortals, extol him! and ye cycle of gods! 

His Son (the Pharaoh) is made Lord of all. 

To enlighten all Egypt. 

Shine forth, shine forth, O Nile, shine forth 1** 

As the bountiful Osiris,* and under many other divine 
names, the Nile was the beneficent god of Egypt — the repre- 
sentative of all that was good. Evil, however, had also its 
god, the deadly enemy of Osiris — ^the hated Typhon — the 
source of all that was cruel, violent, and wicked. With this 
abhorred being the touch or sight of blood was associated. 
He himself was represented as blood-red ; red oxen and even 
red-haired men were sacrificed to [him, and blood, as hia 

1 Cieiiaer, p. SOi. 


sOUIL-a 
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symbol, rendered all unclean who came near it. To turn 
the Mle waters into blood was thus to defile the sacred river 
— to make Typhon triumph over Osiris — and to dishonour 
the religion of the land in one of its supremest expres- 
sions. 

The law of Divine government by which, even when 
miraculous results are to be produced, natural phenomena 
are utilized as far as they go, has led to many attempts to 
explain the change • effected on the waters of Egypt, as 
caused by a special employment of ordinary means. Thus 
it is known that the Nile at a certain stage of its yearly rise 
assumes a red colour. The sun," says Mr. Osburn, was 
just rising over the Arabian hills, and I was surprised to see 
that the moment its beams struck the water a deep red 
reflection was caused. The intensity of the red grew with 
the increase of the light, so that even before the disk of the 
sun had risen completely above the hills the Nile offered the 
^'pp^rance of a river of blood. Suspecting some illusion, I 
rose quickly, and leaning over the side of the boat, found 
my first impression confirmed. The entire mass of the 
water was opaque, and of a dark red, more like blood than 
anything else to which I could compare it. At the same 
time, I saw that the river had risen some inches during the 
night, and the Arabs came to tell me it was the Red Nile."* * 
It is fatal, however, to the belief that such a familiar 
phenomenon explains the wonder of Exodus, since ^^the 
water is never more healthy, more delicious, or more refresh- 
ing," than when thus discoloured.* 

The phenomenon has been traced by Ehrenberg to the 
presence and inconceivably rapid growth of infusoria and 

> Osborn's Mmumentai ^tory pfEgypU i. p. 10. 

> BosenmtUler, DatAUn u. Nem Margenkmdt hiM raried informatioiii on Uiii mil 

L p.87a. 



THE PLAGUES OP EGYPT. 


163 


minute cryptogamous plants of a red colour.* Many cases 
of such appearances are recorded. Ehrenberg himself, in 
1823, saw the whole bay of the Bed Sea, at Sinai, turned 
into the colour of blood by the presence of such plants.* 
Similarly, the Elbe ran with what seemed blood, for several 
days, in the beginning of this century. The Nile, also, has 
been known to have the same look, and to remain blood-like 
and fetid for months. In Sillirnan^s Journal there is an 
account of a fountain of blood in a cave in South America. 
It grew solid and burst bottles in whicli it was put, and dogs 
ate it greedily. Before the potato rot in 1846 small red 
spots appeared on linen laid out to bleach, and in 1848, 
Eckhardt, of Berlin, saw the same on potatoes, in the house 
of a cholera patient ; the spots in this last case proving to bo 
caused by one of the slgdd—Palmella prodigiosa. In 1852 a 
similar appearance on food, both animal and vegetable, was 
noticed in France, by M. Montague. In 1825, Lake Morat 
became like blood in different parts. In the steppes of 
Siberia, also, lakes have been noticed thus strangely dis- 
coloured. In the time of the Eeformation, M. Merle d^Au- 
bigne tells us, blood seemed in some parts of Switzerland to 
flow from the earth, from walls, and other sources, and the 
same thing has been noticed on bread, at Tours, in a.d. 
503 ; at Spires, in 1103 ; at Rochelle, in 1163 ; at Namur, in 
1193 ; and elsewhere at various times. The cause of these 
wonders is a minute alga which grows so rapidly that it act- 
ually flows, and is so small that there are from 46,656,000,- 
000,000, to 884,736,000,000,000 plants in a cubic inch.* 

> Cryptogamous plants are those in which the rvQct^fication is concealed. Such as 
ferns, mosses, licheus, alg», and fungi, or mushrooms 

» Lengerke’s Kenaan^ p. 406. 

• Macmillan. Infusoria, fungi, and volcanio dia' are also, perhaps, occasionil 
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We are told that this appalling visitation was inflicted at 
the moment of PharaoVs going to the river ;* apparently at 
the head of a religions procession ; on the formal visit usually 
made each day at sunrise, when the inundation was begin- 
ning, to note the height of the waters, and to pay religious 
homage to the river.* The daily increase of the river was 
carefully registered under the personal superintendence of 
the king, who announced the god to be worshipped that 
day: for a different god presided over every new phase of 
the waters. But not only was the Nile affected : the miracle 
showed itself also, at once, in all its branches; in the 
rivers," or rather canals, which covered the whole land 
with a network of broad streams or silver threads ; in the 
ponds," including the few natural springs, and all the 
cisterns and tanks of the towns and villages ; and in all 
the pools," or reservoirs, some of which were of enormous 
extent.* Nor did even the water in the stone or wooden 
Jars of households, escape. To add to all, a great mortality 
followed among the fish of the river — on which the popula- 
tion largely depended for food. 

Yet, though thus broadly stated, it is clear that some of 
the water must have been left unchanged, for we read that 
the magicians did the same by their ^^enchantments;" 
which would have been impossible if there had heen no 
water left for them to manipulate. Marcos, the leader of 
a heretical sect in the ancient Church, seems to have had 

> Sxod. vii. 15. 

s Irwin uw atrcxq;) of maidenB go ont, at midnic^t, dancing and singing, to the 
banks of the Nile, then beginning to rise. After bathing in the holj waters, thej 
sang the praises of the stream. Irwin's IfyAdmU, sfe., p. XM. 

* The words used prove the sacred writer's intimate knowledge of Egypt, for fhej 
include all the water sonroes of the land ; the arms of the Kile, the canals of Irrign- 
tion, the ponds left by the Kile, and the artUlcial r es ervo l ia. Hengstenberg. See 
elio dpm M trU OommanL^ voL L p. 277. Dillniann, p. 7t. 
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the knowledge of chemical secrets on which the Egyptian 
priests, also, may have acted. Having filled wine cups of 
transparent , glass with colourless wine, he began to pray, 
and the fiuid, as he did so, became in one of the cups lilood- 
red, in another, purple, and in a third, an azure blue.* 

That the Almighty could, if he chose, turn water into 
blood as easily as His divine Son turned it into wine, can 
be questioned by no one, but it deserves notice that equally 
exact language is used elsewhere in Scripture when only a 
similarity in appearance is meant. Thus it is said in Joel * 
that ^^the moon shall be turned into blood.” It is strik- 
ing, moreover, that in the announcement of the threatened 
infliction, it is not said that the Egyptians would be quite 
unable to drink the water, but that they should weary 
themselves"* in their efforts to do so, and be forced to 
dig round about the river" for supplies. That they ob- 
tained enough by this means is certain, else all the popula- 
tion would have died ; but the mere filtration of the river 
water through the soil would not have made it drinkable 
had it been changed into actual blood. Moreover, in the 
climate of Egypt, the smell of corrupting blood would have 
killed every living creature, both man and beast, long be- 
fore the seven days had ended. 

The Second Plague, of frogs, like all the others, directly 
assailed Egyptian idolatry, for Heki — ^^the driver away of 
frogs" — 2k female deity, had the head of a frog, as also had 
the god Ptah, worshipped in southern Egypt, as the wife of 
Khaoum, the god of the cataracts of the Nile.* The frog, 
moreover, as a symbol of renewed life after death, was con- 

> Epiphan., Oontra Emrea,, yoL i. p. S4. 

• Chap. ii. 81. Acts ii. 80. « Sxod. vii. la. Knobel. 

« Brngsch, Qeog,^ p. 284. Bier, Wlirterbwh^ p. 47& Qnunmaire Eker., p. loa 
Plutarch says that the frog was an emblem of the auu. 
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nected with the most ancient forms of nature worship in the 
country at large.* It was embalmed and honoured with 
burial at Thebes. When the Nile and its canals are full, 
in the height of the inundation, the abounding moisture 
quickens inconceivable myriads of frogs and toads, which 
swarm everywhere even in ordinary years, and now did so 
to an extent never before known. But Hepi was so utterly 
powerless to deliver her worshippers from them, that even 
the houses and the very kneading-troughs were polluted by 
their presence ; a trouble very serious to a people so ceremo- 
nially strict in their ideas of purity. The magicians, with 
their muttered spells, could only add to the evil by appear- 
ing to bring up more frogs from the marshes ; when the 
land had to be cleared of them. Pharaoh needed to ask the 
aid of Moses and Aaron.* That he sought their help was 
the first sign of his yielding ; but his relenting humour soon 
passed away. 

The Third Plague was not preceded by any such warning 
as had been given before the two former. The soil of Egypt 
was as sacred as everything else in the valley of the Nile, for 
it was worshipped as Seb — ^the father of the gods.® But 
now it was to be defiled, by its very dust seeming to turn 
into noisome pests. At the stroke of Aaron^s rod there 
arose gnats on man and beast, or, as our version renders it, 
^^lice.^^ In this instance, also, the natural phenomena of 
the season were utilized, as far as they went, to carry out 
the judgment. When the inundation has risen above the 
level of the canals and channels and is rapidly flowing over 

1 DtUnichen. JBgypt. ZHtachrifty 1869, p. 6. 

• The words of Hoses, “ glory over me, etc.” (Bxod. vUi. 9), are equal to “ Thine 
he the honour to appoint the time when I shall entreat for thee and thy servants, 
etc.” He would show that he could remove the plague at any time on Pharaoh^s 
yielding. ” Have this honour over me, of saying when I shall, etc.” 

* Bmgsch, ZHt$ehriit^ 1868, p. 1S8. 
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the entire surface, the fine dust or powder into which the 
mud of last yearns overfiow is triturated, and with which 
the fields are entirely covered, presents a very extraordinary 
phenomenon. Immediately on its being moistened with the 
waters, gnats and fiies innumerable burst from their pupae, 
and spring into perfect existence. The eggs that produce 
them were laid in the retiring waters of the former fiood. 
They have matured in the interval, and vivify instantane- 
ously on the dust absorbing moisture enough to discolour it. 
As the flood advances slowly onwards, a black line of living 
insects on its extreme verge moves with it. The sight of 
them, and of the birds and fishes that prey on them, is a 
very singular one.* The word used in Exodus* apparently 
includes various poisonous flies and insects. Origen traces 
the plague to swarms of mosquitoes.* The Greek Bible, 
translated by Jews, who, like Origen, lived in Egypt, uses a 
word * which includes not only harmless insects, but winged 
pests, which were fatal even to horses and cattle.* Brugsch 
thinks the word used in the Hebrew Bible * the same as the 
Egyptian word for the mosquito, and says that it has still 
this meaning in the Coptic, which is the representative of 
the Ancient Egyptian language. Sir Samuel Baker, how- 
ever, speaks of a plague of vermin in Africa in terms so like 
those of the English version as to suggest that mosquitoes 
were not the only form of the visitation. There is a kind 
of tick, he tells us, which lives in hot sand and dust, and is 

the greatest enemy to man and beast. From the size of 
a grain of sand, in its natural state, it swells to the size of a 

1 Osbam, Itrail in EgypU p. S65. • Bxod. viii. 18, 17. 

* HomU. IV. inExod. Migne, Patrol. Or., xli. 822. 

4 Sknlph&i. The ineecte that deetroTed the horses of Sapor's army at the siege q( 
Nisibis are thus xuaned. Theodoret, H. JS., it 80. 

• Knobet Bxod., p. 71. UddeU and Scott : «« Kxdps." IMllmaim, p. 78. 
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hazel-nut after having preyed for some days upon the blood 
of an animal." ^'At one place it seemed," he says, ^^as 
though the very dust were turned into lice. " * Dr. Tris- 
tram * thinks mosquitoes cannot be meant, as they rise from 
the waters, not from the dust, and he supposes lic^e ar(‘ 
intended; but Baker remarks that lice " would shiivel ai 
once in the hot dust of Africa, and therefore contends foj* 
the terrible ticks he names. To a scrupulously (dean people 
like the Egyptians, and especially to their priests, “ lice ” or 

ticks " would be a terrible visitation ; while the inability 
of the magicians to remove the pest, if it were that of mos- 
quitoes, was a direct confession of impotence on the part of 
the gods to whom was intrusted the preservation of the 
country from such visitations. Fly-gods " were character- 
istic of all hot countries, in antiquity — as, for exaraph^ Zeus 
Apomyius, the driver away of flies," who was worshii)ped 
at Olympia, in Greece ; and Myiagros, the protector against 
flies," invoked at the festival of Athena. Apollo Parnf)pius 
was the averter of locusts ; the god Acchor the protectoi* 
from flies" at Cyrene. It was believed that no flies or dogs 
would approach the temple of Hercules Myiagros at Koine ; 
and at Ekron, in the Philistine country, the god Beelzebub 
— the Lord of Plies" — ^was the recognized guardian of the 
land from insect plagues. All that could be pretended was 
that the evil gods of their land were fighting against the 
good ; that it was the work of Set, the Sutekh or Typhon 
of later mythology — ^the Egyptian Satan. 

The Fourth Plague was another visitation of insects, of 
a different kind, but equally terrible. The Hebrew word 
used,* appears to include winged pests of all kinds,* as 

* BakerV iVUe TtiduUffieSj p. 84. • Mtt. History of the Btble, p. 804. 

• Arob. 

« So tbe Jewish expositors imdezstaDd it, and also Aqulla and Jerome. 
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might be expected in a country in which, as in Egypt, flies 
swarm in clouds of which inhabitants of northern countries 
have no idea. Their countless myriads fill the air in October 
and November, after the season of frogs is over. One eats 
them, drinks them, and breathes them.* I remember seeing 
the eyes of an infant at Thebes fringed with a row of them 
which the little creature never tried to drive away, being so 
used to them. The cockroach, cricket, and beetles generally 
seem also implied in the Hebrew word,* and, if this be so, 
the most sacred symbol of the Egyptian religion, the scara- 
baeus ® or common dung beetle of the country, must have 
been part of the plague. This insect, which I have often 
seen busy at its task, was believed to be of no sex, but to be 
produced directly from the balls of ox dung in which it lays 
its eggs, and which it afterwards buries in the ground ; and 
hence, as the Egyptians did not suspect the presence of these 
eggs, it was chosen as the emblem of the creative principle. 
Other fanciful analogies made it be regarded also as the 
emblem of the sun, which was at times symbolized by an 
idol with the form or head^ of a scarabaeus ; of consecration 
to the gods; and of the abiding life of the soul, notwith- 
standing any change of body in future stages of its existence. 
It was sculptured on every monument, painted on every 
tomb, and on every mummy chest ; engraved on gems, worn 
round the neck as an amulet, and honoured in ten thousand 
images of every size and of all materials.* That it, among 

^ Wood’s BibU Animofo, p. 683. 

s Rosenmtlller, Dos MU u, Neue Morgenlandf vol. L p. 286. Qesenlas, 9th edition, 

p fi6L 

’ Prof. Drake, in SmWCs Bible BicL^ translates “ swarms of flies,’* by “ swarms of 
beetles , ” Ko Kalisch and others. Hog, quoted by Winer, thinks that the fly, onde)^ 
the form of which Beelzebnb was represented, was the scarabens. 

* Crenzer’s Symbolik^ p. 162. There was a god— Ohepem— with the head of a 
beetle. 
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other insects, should be multiplied into a plague, was a blow 
at idolatry that would come home to all. But stinging flies 
were added to the visitation : vast swarms of them, perhaps, 
being blown northwards to Lower Egypt, from the great 
marshes of the Upper Nile, by the south wind, as sometimes 
happens still.* Among these the cattle-fly, which is far 
worse in its bite than the mosquito, is perhaps especially 
meant. Coming in immense clouds, it covers all objects 
with its black and loathsome masses, and causes severe in- 
flammation by its bites. Indeed, in Abyssinia, it is still so 
much dreaded, that at its approach in the rainy season, 
the inhabitants move off with their herds ; man and beast 
being alike unable to endure them.® 

But the trouble caused in Egjrpt even by the common fly 
is almost indescribable. When the country is mostly under 
water, during the height of the inundation, they increase to 
a fearful extent. No curtains, or other precautions can 
exclude them. Their food being diminished by the great 
amount of land under water, they seem literally mad with 
hunger, and light in countless numbers upon whatever 
promises to satisfy it. Every drinking vessel is filled with 
them, and they cover every article of food in a moment. 
If, however, it be thus in some years even now, what must 
it have been when they came in such millions, that Egypt 
seemed turned into a region as much to be loathed as it was 
formerly loved.® 

The Fifth Plague touched the honour of the Egyptian 
religion in one of its tenderest points — the worship of Isis 
and Osiris, to whom the cow and the ox were sacred, and of 
the great god Amon, of whom the ram was the living sym- 

> Fliegeiif in Schenkers Lea;., and in Blehm. 

* One ia reminded of the tsetse II7 of the ZambeaL 

* Szod. vili. SI “ The land was comxpted, eto.** 
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bol. The sacred cow, the ox Apis, and the calf Mnevis, were 
in fact their greatest deities. It is the custom to strew the 
surface of the inundation waters with seed of lentils, vetches, 
and other plants,* and trample them into the soil to prevent 
their being washed away, by driving cattle of all kinds, back 
and forward, through the soft mud. In this process, how- 
ever, the herds suffer so greatly that numbers of sick beasts, 
tended by skilful herdsmen, are represented in almost all the 
pictures of it in the tombs. Perhaps this common passage 
in Egyptian agricultural life was the starting point of the 
terrible calamity now sent on the land. It may have been, 
however, at the close of the inundation, when the water is 
very foul ; for murrain has been noticed to occur at that 
season.* In any case, a wide mortality broke out suddenly, 
not only amdng the sheep and oxen, but even among the 
camels, horses, and asses, and threatened to destroy them 
utterly.* Murrain is even yet not uncommon in Egypt, and 
sometimes is very fatal. Thus, in 1842 the rinderpest swept 
off great part of the cattle of all kinds,* and in 1786 they 
were almost exterminated by a similar disease.* But the 
plague brought on them by Aaron could not be confounded 
with such natural visitations, for, like that of the flies, it 
was limited to the strictly Egyptian districts, and did not 
enter Goshen, while it also came and ceased with equal 
suddenness at the word of Moses. 

^ Eccles. zl. 1. 

* Knohel, Exodus^ p. 77. It breaks out almost yearly after the subsidence of the 
inundation. Chabas, MeLamget jfgyptolMfiques^ Ist ser. p. 89. Dilimann, p. 88. 

t Bxod. iz. 6, says aU the cattle of Egypt died," but in verse 19, and in chap. zi. 
5, it is seen that this is not to be understood as it reads. The poverty of the Hebrew 
language is, in fart, the cause, in this and many other cases, of universality being 
stated when it is not really designed. There were no words to ezpress limitations. 

« Lepsius* Britfe out Egyptm^ p. 14. 

* In 180B the murrain began in November and was at its height in December. Hiis 
is its usual ttane. apeoker't Comment 
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In the Sixth Plague the hand of God pressed still more 
heavily on the Egyptians, for now they themselves were 
smitten. Nor was the lesson taught by the new visitation 
less striking than the others in its religious aspect. Hand- 
fuls of ashes from the furnaces," it may be the smelting 
furnaces for iron* — the special emblems in Scripture of 
the bitter slavery of the Hebrews — were sprinkled towards 
heaven in the sight of Pharaoh ; an act familiar to those 
who may have seen it done, though the import could not for 
the moment be realized. In various Egyptian towns sacred 
to Set or Typhon, the god of Evil — Heliopolis and Busiris, 
in the Delta, among them — red-haired and light-complex- 
ioned men, and, as such, foreigners, perhaps often Hebrews,’* 
were yearly offered in sacrifice to this hideous idol. After 
being burnt alive on a high altar, their ashes were scattered 
in the air by the priests, in the belief that they would avert 
evil from all parts whither they were blown.* But, now, the 
ashes thrown into the air by Moses, instead of carrying bless- 
ing with them, fell everywhere in a rain of blains and boils 
on the people, and even on the cattle which the murrain had 
spared. Grievous to every class, this plague, which some 
have thought the leprosy,* must have fallen with special 

1 The image of a fomace for smelting Iron is often nsed in this connection. Thus, 
**1 hare brought you forth out of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt.'* Deut. ir. SO. 
**1 hare brought them forth from Egypt, from the iron furnace.” Jer. xi.4. ”I 
have choeen thee out of the furnace of affliction.” Isa. xlviii. 10. **Out of Egypt, 
from the midst of the furnace of iron.” 1 Kings nii. 51. 

* Thus David was “ ruddy.” 1 Sam. xvL 18 ; xvii. 48. My beloved,” says Canti* 
cles, “ is white and ruddy/* i.^., ” daazling white and red. ” Delitzsch, Da» Bc^ieU, 
V. 10. 

> ” In India, when magicians pronounce an imprecation on an individiial, a village, 
or a conntiy, they take the ashes of cow dung from a common lire, and throw them 
into the aiTt saying to the objects of their displeasure. Such a Mcknesa, or such a 
cuiseshaUaarely come onyou.” Boberts’ Oriental MuitratUme, 

* It is perhaps in vague reference to this that Tadtns says : ” Many authors agree 
that a pl^e which made the body bideous having bn^en ont in Egypt, the king, 
Bocchoria,aQtheooimael of the oracle of Anunon, from whkh be had aaked what 
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severity on the priests, by rendering them unclean and thus 
incapacitating them for their duties. No attempt could be 
made to imitate such a judgment. The ^^interpreters of 
secret signs could not even stand before Moses. 

Six plagues had now failed to make Pharaoh own defeat 
and grant the Hebrews permission to leave the country. To 
lose a whole nation of slaves was hardly worse than to admit 
that the gods of the land had been humbled by Jehovah. 
A Seventh Plague was therefore sent. It was now about 
the month of March, for the barley was in ear and the flax 
it. blossom, but wheat, rye, and spelt were yet only green.* 
A terrible storm of thunder and lightning, aecompanied by 
hail, presently devastated all the land except Goshen, which 
it did not affect. Such a phenomenon was unheard of, for 
though thunder and hail are not unknown in Egypt in 
spring, they are rarely severe. Wittman, indeed, encoun- 
tered a great thunder-storm with lightning, in November, 
and Lepsius notices another in December, accompanied with 
hail,® but even these were very unusual occurrences. How 
must it have shocked a nation so devout towards its gods, to 
find that the waters, the earth, and the air, the growth of 
the fields, the cattle, and even their own persons, all under 
the care of a host of divinities, were yet, in succession, 
smitten ])y a power against which these protectors were 
impotent ! But the lesson was sinking into the hearts of 

he should do, was ordered to purge the kingdom of thoee thus afflicted, and to send 
them away to other countries, as hateful to the gods/' HisUt v. 8 Contagious dis- 
eases are'said, in an old Egyptian document, to hare been frequent in December, 
Pap Sail., iv 

1 Exod lx 31, 32. Barley and flax are generally ripe in Egypt in March ; wheat and 
spelt in April. In Paiestiue, except the Jordan valley, these crops are from a month 
to six weeks later The flax crops were very Important, from the wide use of linen 
m Bgyi>t fur priests and others. 

> Kiiohers Kxodua. p. 81 . One at Beni-Hassan, in February, of extreme severltj,** 
jS mentioned in the Speakar'i Oommmt.., vol. i. p. SBo. Dillmaun's p. 97. 
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the Hebrews^ if not of the Egyptians, that the earth is 
Jehovah^s,^^ and that idols were vanity. 

The Eighth Plague took the dreaded form of a miraculous 
visitation of locusts, than which nothing more terrible could 
follow the devastation of the hail.* The invasions of these 
insects are one of the heaviest calamities to the regions they 
afflict. In the Old World, the vast sweep from the Cape of 
Good Hope to Norway, and from China to the West Coast 
of Africa ; but especially from Arabia to India, and from 
the Nile and the Bed Sea to Greece and the north of Asia 
Minor, is exposed to their ravages. Their legions have been 
known to cross the Black Sea and alight on the fields of 
Poland, and to pass over the Mediterranean and fall on the 
green plains of Lombardy. Always advancing in a straight 
line and leaving behind them the countless germs of future 
swarms, they devour everything green that comes in their 
way. Their numbers exceed computation : the Hebrews 
called them the countless," and the Arabs know them as 
^^the darkeners of the sun." Unable to guide their own 
flight, though capable of crossing large spaces, they are at 
the mercy of the wind, which bears them as blind instru- 
ments of Providence,* to the doomed region given over to 
them for the time. Innumerable as the drops of water or 
the sands of the sea-shore, their flight obscures the sun and 
casts a thick shadow on the earth. It seems, indeed, as if a 
great aerial mountain, many miles in breadth, were advanc- 
ing with a slow unresting progress. Woe to the countries 
beneath them, if the wind fall and let them alight ! They 

> Lociuts seem to visit Egypt, whmi they do come, from March to May. The 
Egyptians were passionately fond of trees. There are many notices of the imimrta- 
tion of foreign ones to beautify the land. 

9 ** The pest of the apger of the gods," is the name Pliny gives them. JTist. 

U.». , 
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descend unnumbered as flakes of snow, and hide the ground. 
It may be ^4ike the garden of Eden before them, but behind 
them it is a desolate wilderness. At their approach the 
peoples are in anguish; all faces lose their colour. No 
walls can stop them in their winged stage : no ditches arrest 
them : flres kindled in their path are forthwith extinguished 
by the myriads of their dead, and the countless armies 
march on. If a door or a window be open, they enter and 
destroy everything of wood in the house. Every terrace, 
court, and inner chamber is filled with them in a moment. 
Such an awful invasion now swept over Egypt, consuming 
before it everything green, and stripping the trees, till the 
land was bared of all signs of vegetation. Nor did they 
cease their ravages till Pharaoh had called Moses and se- 
cured his intercession for the land by a promise to let Israel 
go. Then, at the ^‘entreaty of His servant, Jehovah sent 
a strong north-west wind from the Mediterranean which 
swept the locusts into th^ Eed Sea.® 

Once more, for the moment. Pharaoh was humbled. 
Even this visitation failed to influence him long. It is, 
after all, only a natural event, whispered the priests, and so 
Israel was still kept in bonds. There had, indeed, been a 
show of concession before the locusts came, but Moses had 
justly refused it. The men might go, by themselves. 
Pharaoh had said, to hold a religious feast to Jehovah, but 
the rest must stay. Jehovah will certainly be with you,^^ he 
had added, with a sneer, when I let you and your little ones 
go together ! You intend evil. The men may go and serve 
Jehovah: you wanted that" — and he drove Moses and 

1 Joel ii 6 Gitenlly translated). 

* The remoTEl of locasts is generally bronght about by the wind. Being carried 
off by the wind/* says Pliny, '* they fall into seas or lakes." EisU Nai.^ xi. 85. The 
imtrefaction of the masses of locasts thoa drowned sometimes causes a pestilence. 
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Aaron out of his presence.* But now that a plague so awful 
had come, he was willing that only the flocks and herds 
should be left behind, as a pledge for the return of the 
Hebrews. He had, however, refused the first request for 
only three days^ journey away from Egypt,* to a spot 
where sacrifices of creatures sacred among the Egyptians 
could be offered without infuriating the population ; and 
now the demand was indefinitely increased — even the cattle, 
to the last hoof, must go with them. J^or was anything 
more said of a merely temporary journey.* Meanwhile, 
before it had come to this, the Ninth Plague fell upon the 
land. The sun was the supreme god of Egypt, and he, too, 
was at last to veil himself before Jehovah. From whatever 
cause, natural or miraculous, an intense darkness was 
brought over all Egypt, except Goshen, for three days, 
during which men could not see each other, and all move- 
ment was stopped. A physical phenomenon, frequent in 
Egypt, though of less intensity, m^y possibly illustrate the 
agency divinely used to produce this result. A hot wind, 
known as the Chamsin, blows from the equator, in Africa, 
towards the north, in April or between March and May. 
The name means fifty, from the Chamsin prevailing in- 
termittently for sometimes two, three, or four days together, 
during that number of days, with a calm between the 
storms, of it may be a month. In the desert it raises vast 
whirlwinds of sand, which sometimes bury entire‘ caravans. 
Indeed, they once overwhelmed the whole army of Camby- 

1 Exod. X. 9-11. 

^ The Egyptians seon to have had religions pilgrimages to points outside their 
own country. There are still stone monuments with inscriptions by the Pharaohs, 
at Surabit el Ehadim, which seem to mark it as a place to which such pilgrimages 
were made. The request of Moses would not. therefore, be anything strange. 
Robinson's vol. i. p. 198. Lengerfce's Kmoan^ p. 408 

* Exod. X. 9-11, 94. 
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ses, sent against Amon^ so completely, that it disappeared 
as if swallowed up by the waves of the sea/ It is always 
•attended with a thickness of the air, through which the sun 
sheds at best only a dim yellow light ; even this passing in 
many cases into complete darkness. On these occasions the 
people in the towns and villages shut themselves up in their 
houses, in the innermost apartments, or in underground 
cellars, if tliere be any, and those in the desert dig holes in 
the eartli, or hide themselves in caves or pits, and await the 
end of tliG storm. Artificial light at such times is of little 
use, for it cannot pierce the opaque air. The streets are 
perfectly empty, and a deep silence, like that of night, 
reigns everywhere. An Arab chronicler, about the ejj^ of 
the eleventh century, records a great storm accompanied 
darkness so intense that it was thought the end of the world 
was at hand.® Startled by the awful intensity of the dark- 
ness in the present case. Pharaoh once more seemed about 
to yield. But the demand of Moses, that the Hebrews 
should take with them the whole of their flocks and herds, 
again roused his stubbornness, and the interview ended 
amidst angry threats of the king that the audacious in- 
truder on his peace should die if he came to him again. 
His cup, however, was nearly full, and Moses, knowing the 
future, could repeat the words with an awful significance — 
that he would indeed see his face no more.* The Exodus 
was at hand. 

> Herod , iU. 26. Kallsch, Mcod., p. 129. 

* Bopenmoller^s Alt^rthurnskunde, yol. Ui. p 220. Denon's Trav^^ toI. i. p. 285. 
The words darkness that may be felt/' in onr version, are translated by Kalisch, 
**Bo that they may grope in darkness " Znnz translates them, *‘The darkness 
will continue." Uirsch and Be Wotte agree with our version. 

* The rage and fury " of Nebuchadnezzar at the thwarting of his least whim 
(Dan. iii. 18), may help ns to picture the interview between Moses and Menephtah. 
Ezod. lx. 81 explains what is said elsewhere of God hardening the heart of Pharaoh, 
lor it distinctly tells ns that Pharaoh hardened his own heart. See StudUn vm4 
MHUken, 1844, p. 481. 
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THE TENTH PLAGUE AND THE EXODUS. 

Ko great national crisis is of sudden growth. More than 
a generation had passed since Moses^ in a sudden heat of 
irrepressible indignation, had smitten down the Egyptian 
overseer for his cruelty to a Hebrew ; a first outbreak against 
the enslavement of his people which he, in all likelihood, 
hoped would prove the signal for their general uprising, to 
strike for freedom under his leadership. In his secret 
thoughts he had doubtless long dreamed of their possible 
emancipation, and it might well seem that, now he had 
committed himself to them, they might rally round him, and 
break away, as free men, into the desert which was so near. 
But the iron had entered into their souls, and his daring 
patriotism, far from finding support, seemed likely to end 
only in his death, through the evidence given by Hebrews 
themselves against him. From that time, in the depths of 
Midian, the one thought had still engrossed him. But he 
had had to endure the pain of hope deferred for many years, 
while, in his absence, Aaron was gi^ually educating his 
brethren, through their tribal organization, to higher 
thoughts, and to a sense of religious and national unity, in 
opposition ^ the Egyptians. At last the time seemed ripe, 
and Aaron, divinely prompted, could go to Midian, to com- 
mune with his brother, and prepare for the future. 
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But the religious development of the Hebrew communiiy 
was still imperfect, for centuries of residence among the 
idols of Egypt, and of the Asiatic tribes of the Delta, had 
sadly lowered the spiritual sensibilities of most, and had 
created almost imperceptibly a leaning towards the corrupt 
worship around them. It was necessary, therefore, before 
they broke away from the Nile valley, that they should 
be constituted, formally, a distinct community, chosen by 
Jehovah for Himself, and recognizing Him, only, as their 
God. To secure their adoption of a divinity almost new to 
them — ^for they had well-nigh forgotten the faith of their 
patriarch forefathers — ^it was imperative that they should 
.feel His supreme greatness, as contrasted with the false gods 
they were required to abandon for His sake ; and this the 
successive plagues effected. Egyptian idolatry had been 
utterly dishonoured and discredited by Him whom they 
were henceforth, alone, to worship. To this great Being, 
moreover, they were permitted to look, henceforth, as their 
Protector and Heavenly King, and as the God of their 
fathers. To be His ^ first-bom sons * by this separation 
to His service, was to be impressed on them as their greatest 
glory, and the imperishable pledge of their futuie. 

One act more remained of the sublime drama, by wnich 
these mighty revelations should be brought home to the 
hearts of all Israel. The Pharaoh, still obdurate, was to be 
humbled to the dust by a judgment so terrible that he 
would gladly resign the contest with Jehovah, and let the 
race whom so awful a Power thus championed, ^"go, alto- 
gether;" thankful to be rid of them, and even "^thrusting 
them out" * from the Nile valley. But, thus to abase the 
Pharaoh was to degrade the national idolatry in his person 
>Bxod. iT.SSL 


a£xod. zL 1. 
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— ^for he was, himself, the incarnation of the great Sun-god 

It was necessary, however, that the Hebrews should be 
prepared for their sudden departure, and for entering on a 
tent-life in the desert, like that of their forefathers. Their 
training in the arts and occupations of Egypt secured them 
the elements of a higher civilization than that of mere shep- 
herds, and fitted them for their destined part as a settled 
community in Palestine. But their humble position, as a 
whole, in Goshen and throughout Egypt, especially for the 
long period of their slavery, left them unprovided with 
adequate means for their religious or social wants as a 
community. While some may have gained wealth, the 
multitude must have been very poor, for the Egyptians, for 
generations, had forced them to labour for them without 
wages. They were now about to set out on a great religious 
pilgrimage to Sinai, a holy region to the tribes around, 
related to them, and then to enter on an independent life as 
a nation ; and this demanded, among much else, due pro- 
vision of robes, ornaments and vessels, for religious festivi- 
ties. They and the bulk of the Egyptian people had lived 
on friendly terms, for the native population, like the poor 
Mussulmans in Turkey, were hardly less oppressed than the 
Hebrews themselves. Even among the wealthy, moreover, 
who had supported the tyranny of the Pharaohs, and in the 
court itself, the events of the last months had made all feel 
the necessity of deprecating further plagues from God. 
When, therefore, the word went forth from Moses to Israel, 
to ask ‘ from all around them, likely to have sqph^ things, 

> Not to borrow. Exod. lil. 2S ; zi. 8. The Hebrew word i^ply means ** to make 
a request*' The wealth so obtained was doubtless regarded by the Hebrews as only 
a jost return for long service and cmel wrongs. Knobel and Kallsch both reject the 
Idea of ** lending." In India, even the poorest are seen at religions festivals waO 
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the dresBes/ and ornaments, and vessels which the wilder- 
ness could not yield, the appeal was widely successful. 

And now, as the first step towards an independent 
national organization under Jehovah, their invisible king ; 
as the formal inauguration of His worship as the national 
God, and in recognition of their emancipation being due to 
Him alone, a sacrificial feast — the Passover — was instituted. 
But, first of all, the date from which their year began was 
changed ; for it was fitting that the deliverance of the 
nation should open a new era. It was the time of the gg,r- 
ing of the wheat — almost our April — and, henceforth, the 
month, known from this, as Abib — the earing — should 
be the first of the ecclesiastical year. Hitherto they had 
contented themselves with the Egyptian calendar, which 
began about the time of the summer solstice,® when the Nile 
was rising, and harvest is over in Palestine.® From this 
time, however, all connection with Eg 3 rpt was to be broken 
off, and the commencement of the sacred year was to com- 
memorate the time when Jehovah led them forth to liberty 
and independence. 

It would seem as if the Hebrews, like other ancient races, 
had held yearly festivals at the different seasons, even while 
in Egypt. Spring, when the green ears shoot out, wa^ in 
aU nations of antiquity marked by religious festivities, the 
great characteristic of which, however differently expressed, 
was a desire to avert evil from the community by propitiat- 
ing the higher powers. It was doubtless on the existence of 
such a custom among his own people that Moses based his 

•domed with jewels which they heye hwrowed for the occasion from their richer 
neighboars. Boberts. 

1 Bxod. 3CiL 85. 

* Lepsiiis, Chnn, der JBgypter^ ycd. L p. MB. 

a Ley. zziii. IB. 
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demand^ bo many times repeated, that they should be al- 
lowed to go outside Egypt, to hold a great sacred feast, with 
their national rites.* Availing himself of this established 
usage, he at the same time changed it, from a mere vague 
expression of religious feeling, to a distinctly historical and 
theocratic institution. Israel was henceforth to base its 
religion on the assurance that it was the chosen people of 
Jehovah, standing in a special relation to Him, as a royal 
and priestly race : the great deliverance from Egypt by 
which He separated them to Himself, consecrating them as 
such. The old feast of spring was therefore, from this time, 
changed to a yearly celebration of a unique and transcend- 
ent event. On the tenth day of Abib each head of a family 
was to set apart a kid or a lamb ; which must be a male, 
without blemish, in its first year. If a household were too 
small to consume the whole,* members of another were to 
join. Four days later, in the minutes between the sunset 
and the appearance of the stars, the whole ^^congregation” 
were to kill the victims thus selected ; each family sprin- 
kling its blood on their doorposts and lintels, as the parts 
most readily seen, and holding the feast in their own 
dwelling. The lamb or kid was to be roasted entire, with 
head, legs, and entrails — of course after being cleansed — the 
bones unbroken ; and any part of it left was to be burned next 
morning. The directions for the meal were also striking. 
They were to stand, their sandals on their Seet, their staff in 
t^ir hands, their girdle bound round them, as in prepara- 
tion for a journey, and they were to eat ^^in haste.” Ho 

» Exod V. 8, 17; vii* 16 ; tIU 1, 80, 25 IT. ; ix. 1, 18; x. 9 . The name of the 
month, Abib, ie given In chap xiii, 4. It wae called Nlaan by the later Hebrews-- 
from the Assyrian Nisannn. The early Syrians called it Nisan. De Vogild, Syrie 
Cmtrak. p. 5. 

* The later Targnms say, that ten were required at each Paaaover circle. 
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one was to le^ the house that night. No foreigner could 
join in the festival, and the flesh must not be carried out- 
side the house. Every care was to be taken that no part of 
it should be applied to profane uses, or shared by any but 
the chosen people. It was ^^holy to Jehovah," and a 
memorial of His relations wi& Israel a lone . 

The Hebrew population were, meanwhile, to be ready at a 
moment^s notice, to set out on their flight for liberty, when 
summoned, before morning, to do so.* The awful signifi- 
cance of the blood sprinkled on the door-posts and lintels of 
their houses was moreover impressed on them by the an- 
nouncement, that God was to pass through the land of 
Egypt that night, to smite all the first-bom, both of man 
and beast, and thus to execute judgment against ^ the 
gods of the land ;* but would ^^pass over" every house on 
which the blood was seen, leaving its inmates unharmed.* 
Every detail, indeed, was significant. The sprinkled 
blood marked the rite as a sacrifice, for it redeemed them 
from the death let loose on Egypt.* As that of a sinless 
victim, the household might, as it were, hide behind it and 
escape the just punishment of their sins.* That the lamb 
was given them as a feast was, moreover, a sign of Jehovah^s 
favour, and brought Him, as it were, to be their guest. 
There being as yet no common sanctuary, e^h hpi^ had 
ite OErn sacrifice ; in the absence of a public altar to Jehovah, 
the blood was to be sprinkled on the door-posts and lintels ; 

> Bxod. xii. 90. 

t Bxod. xiL IS. This donbtlesB implies that the sacred animals were smitten. In 
e^(£ 0 ^ temple the 1^ dend. 

* Bxod. xii. 1^. 

* It is a curious illostration of the vitality of religions rites, that the Mohammfr> 
dans even to thia day, at the great feast of Bairam, yearly, sacrifice sheep and spiinUa 
the blood on the door-posta of their honaes. Stranas, Sinai and Golgotha^ p. 61 

* Kflliler,vol.ip.l95. 
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no priests having as yet been consecrated, these duties were 
fulfilled by each household father. 

Coupled with this, a second feast ^ was to be observed — 
that of unleavened bread, with the same object of keeping 
permanently alive the remembrance of their being thrust 
out from Egypt, so suddenly that they had to take with 
them their dough before it was leavened, and bind up 
their kneading-troughs in their clothes upon their shoul- 
ders.'^ * The Passover lamb was eaten with such unleavened 
bread, to remind them of this, and with hitter herbs as a 
memento of the affliction they had undergone ; and only 
unleavened bread was to be used for seven days after the 
Passover, to impress on them that for many days after their 
escape from Pharaoh, the hot haste of fliglit left no time to 
prepare any other kind. Kor was tlie yearly recurrence of 
these festivals thought enough to stamp on the heart of the 
nation, age after age, the memor}" of its wondrous birth. 
The first-born of man and beast were demanded for Jehovah, 
to be bought back only by a ransom, in impressive acknowl- 
edgment that when the first-born of Egypt perished, that of 
Israel, though spared, had been justly exposed to the same 
doom, but for the propitiating sacrifice.® 

> The word tor feast is Haj— the word for a religioup pilgrimage among the 
Mohammedans now. 

* Exod. xii. 84 

3 The characterifltics of the original observance of the Passover may in some 
meai*ure be preserved in the rites with which it is kept by the modem Samaritans. 
The following is the account of these given by the Bev John Mills in his Modem 
Samaritans^ pp 250-256 

“The tents, ten in number, were arranged in a kind of circle, to face the higheai. 
point of the monntain, where rose their ancient temple, now lying in mins. Within 
a radius of a few hundred yards from the place where I stood, clustered all the spots 
which make Gerizim to them the most sacred mountain, the house of God. Under 
my feet was the mmed wall of their famous temple ; a little on my left, to the south, 
were the seven steps of Adam out of Paradise ; still a little further southward was 
the place of the offering of Isaac ; close by it, westward, was the rock of the Holy 
Place ; and just by the wall on which 1 stood, northwestward, were the celebrated 
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The curse now broke over the doomed land. It came 
to pass, that at midnight Jehovah smote all the first-born 
in the land of Egypt, from the first-born of Pharaoh, that 
sat on his throne (that is, who reigned with him), unto the 

Joshua stones. A few hundred yards westward was then encampment, in front ot 
which was the platform for the celebration of their holy feast. 

** About half-past ten, the officials kindled the flretoroa'^t The lambs. Forthii 
pnrpo.<te, a circular pit had been sunk in the earth, about six feet deep and three feet 
in diameter, and built round with loose stones In thi&> a dre, made of dry heaths, 
and briers, etc., was kindled, the minister of the synagogue meanwhile standing on a 
large stone, and offering up a prayer suited to the occasion. Another fire was 
kindled m a kind of sunken trough, close to the platform w'hcre the service was 
to be performed. Over this, two caldrons lull of water were placed, and a short 
prayer offered. We then returned to the priest's tent, fur a short time, to regale 
ourselves with lemonade, till, about half an hour before mui-day, the whole male pop- 
ulation assembled to commence the regular service There were forty-eight adnlts, 
besides women and children ; the women and the little ones remaining in the tents. 
The congregation were in their ordinary dress, with the exception of the two officers, 
and two or three of the elders, who were dressed in their white robes, as in the syna- 
gogue. A carpet was laid on the ground, near the boiling caldrons, where Yacub, 
the minister of the synagogue, stood, on the stone, with his face to the people, and 
chanted the service, assisted by some of the elders— all taming their faces towards 
the site of the temple Six lambs driven by five young men, dressed in blue cotton, 
their loins girded, now made their appearance. At mid-day, the service had reached 
the place where the account of the Paschal sacrifice is introdneed ; ' And the whole 
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it m the evening* (Exod. xii. 6) ; 
when, in an instant, the lambs, one after another, were thrown on their backs by the 
blue-clad young men, and in a moment lay dying under the flashing knife of one of 
their number The young men now dipped their fingers in the blood, and marked a 
spot on the foreheads and noses of the children and some of the females ; but on 
none of the male adults The whole male congregation then came up close to the 
reader ; embracing and kissing one another, because the lambs of their redemption 
had been slain Next came the deecing— not skinning— while the service still con- 
tinued. It was done by pouring boiling water from the caldrons, the effect of 
which was to scald off the wool so that it could be easily removed. Each lamb was 
then lifted up, with its l^ad downwards, to drain off the remaining blood. The 
right fore legs, which belonged to the priest, were next removed, and, tc^ther with 
the entrails and some salt, placed on the wood, already laid, and then burnt ; but 
the liver was carefully replaced. The Inside being sprinkled with salt, and the ham- 
strings carefully removed, th$ spitting began. For this purpose they had a long 
pole, which was thrnst through from head to tail, a transverse peg near the end pre- 
venting the body from slipping off. The lambs were now carried to the oven, which 
was by this time vrell-heated, and were lowered into it carefully, so that the saeriftce 
might not be defiled by coming in contact with the oven itself. This accomplished, 
a hurdle was placed over the mouth of the oven, and well-Kiovered with moistened 
earth, to prevent any of the heat escaping. By this time it was about two o'clock, 
and this part of the service was ended. 
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first-bom of the captive that was in the dungeon ; and all 
the first-born of the cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in the 
night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians ; and 
there was a great cry in Egypt ; for there was not a hpuse 
where there was not qae dead. * And he called for Moses 
and Aaron by night, and said. Rise up, and get you forth 
from among qaj people, both ye and the children of Israel ; 

At sunset the service was recommenced. Ail the male population, with the lads, 
assembled round the oven A large copper dish, filled with unleavened cakes and 
bitter herb'», rolled np together, was held by the nephew of the priest, and its con- 
tents distributed amongst the congregation The hurdle was then remo\ ed, and the 
lambs drawn up one by one , but unfortunately one fell off the spit, and was taken 
up with difiiculty. Their appearance was anything but inviting, for they were burnt 
as black as ebony. Carpets having been spread to leceive them, they were removed to 
the platform where the service was read The congregation str)od in two files, the 
lambs, stiewn with bitter herbs, being laid in a hue between them. Most of the 
adults had now a kind of rope round the waist, and staves in their hands, and all had 
their shoes on, in exact compliance with the words, ‘ Thus shall ye eat it , with your 
loins girded, your shoes on your feet, your staff in your hand ’ (Exod. xii. 11). The 
chanting was now continued by the priest for about fifteen minutes, ending with the 
blessing; after which the congregation at once stooped,'** and, as if in haste and 
hunger, tore up the blackened masses piecemeal with their fingers, eating them at 
once, and carrying portions to the females and little ones in the tents In less than 
ten minutes the whole, with the exception of a few fragments, had disappeared. 
These were gathered and placed on the hurdle, and the area carefully examined, 
every crumb picked up, tosjether with the bones, and all burnt over a fire, kindled 
for the purpose in the trough where the water had been boiled. ^ And ye shall let 
nothing of it remain until the morning ; and that which remaineth of it until the 
morning ye shall burn with fire’ (Exod xii. 10). Whilst the flames were burning, and 
consuming the remnant of the paschal lambs, the people returned cheerfully to their 
tents.” 

1 In the Egyptian accounts this destruction was ascribed to a battle with the hated 
“ Shepherds.” Jos , c., Ap. i. 27. The Psalmist ascribes it to a sudden and terrible 
visitation of the plague. ” He spared not their soul from death, but gave their life 
over unto the pestilence ” Fs. Ixxviii. 51. Tlie plague is noticed as often following 
the Chamsin or pitchy-dark storm wind. Its mortality is sometimes awful In 1580, 
50,000 men died of it in Cairo in eight months. In 1696, as many as 10,000 men in one 
day 1 In Constantinople in 1714 it was reckoned that 300,000 died of it. Even in 
Palestine it made awful ravages, for in 2 Sam. xxiv. we read that 70^003 died of it in 
three days. Uhlemann strikingly reminds us that the plagues are connected with 
the natural peculiarities and phenomena of Egypt, and that they show the narrator's 
intimate^nowledge of the country. “The Almighty hand of Cod,” he continues* 
** shows itself, hence, not so much in the wonders themselves, as in their wide reach, 
their intensity, and the swift succession in which they came, at the Divine command 
—for, in^vidually, they are spepltdly characteristic of Egypt, in a c ertain degree, at 
all times."” ♦ l^en Dean Stanley saw the cei^ony they all sat to eat. 
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and go, serve Jehovah, as ye have said. Also take your 
flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone ; and 
bless me also.^^ These last words seem to gleam through 
the tears of the humbled king, as he lamented his son 
snatched from him by so sudden a death, and trembled with 
a sense of the helplessness which his proud soul at last felt, 
when the avenging hand of God had visited even his palace. 
Striking to say, a monument confirms the fact that Me- 
nephtah during his lifetime lost his eldest son, who bore the 
same name as himself. This prince, associated with him on 
the throne, is commemorated on a colossal statue of his 
father now in the museum at Berlin. He is the Uraeus 
snake on the front of the royal crown ; the son whom Me- 
nephtah loves, who draws towards him his father^s heart ; 
the royal scribe ; the singer ; the chief of the archers ; the 
Prince Menephtah,^^ and is represented as adoring Sutekh, 
^^the great god, the lord of heaven and as ^^the justi- 
fied,^^ or, as we should say, ^^the glorified one,^^ and ^^the 
blessed,” that is, the departed.* 

To this it had all come at last. In the panic fear of the 
moment things might go as they liked. The policy of 
generations had given way. No matter, now, if the masses 
in the Delta, sprung from the foreign prisoners of reign 
after reign ; the various shepherd tribes admitted from time 
to time to its bounds ; and the vast throngs of Hebrews, the 
most useful and the cheapest labour power of the country 
— were to be lost in one sweep ! Menephtah^s reign, mostly 
peaceful, had seemed more secure from danger than that of 
the kings before him, for he was in close friendship with 
the warlike nations of Palestine ; his eastern boundary was 

t Lauth, Aw AlUJBgvpHtchtr ZdA, Fharao, Mowb und JBscodw* AUg, ZeUung^ 
2SI11 July, 1875. 
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strongly fortified ; and there were no enemies with whom the 
Hebrews and other foreign races in Egypt could ally them- 
selves. Treaties, moreover, bound the Canaanite kingdoms 
to give up any fugitives, and those kingdoms, on the edge 
of whose rich territories the nomades of the Egyptian fron- 
tier, the Hebrew slaves, and the other alien population of the 
Delta, hung like a war cloud — as the Arabs threaten the 
French province of Algiers — were too highly civilized not to 
dread their escape from the Nile valley, as much as the 
Egyptians themselves. Yet all had now happened which 
had seemed impossible ! Every effort had been made to pre- 
vent these masses gathering to a centre. They could be 
kept under so long as they acted only in isolated bands, but, 
if they succeeded in rallying to one point, the small brooks 
which, singly, could be easily dammed, would swell to a tor- 
rent that might perhaps rush, wasting and destroying, on 
the rich provinces west of Eg3rpt, or turn to the east against 
Palestine. But even in this case how many thousand pri- 
vate Egyptian interests must suffer, where the alliance was 
so close as with these countries, and how certain was a new 
war of resentment ! 

That Menephtah under such circumstances should have 
done his utmost to keep the Hebrews scattered over the 
land, in harmless fractions, was natural. For at least a year, 
therefore, he had tenaciously maintained an unequal strug- 
gle for this end ; a struggle of the mightiest on earth against 
the surely self-accomplishing will of Heaven. He had 
striven hard to break through the net, but it only drew 
round him the more closely after each attempt to escape 
from it. Distracted between granting a demand which 
undermined his throne, and the breach of promises, each 
violation of which filled him with dread of new chastise^ 
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ments from Heaven^ his resistance had finally given way 
when the awful darkness covered the land with a gloom like 
that of his own spirit. He had then yielded so far as to 
grant that the Hebrews might go off into the wilderness, if 
they left behind them, as a pledge of their return, the herds 
in which their wealth consisted, from which they derived 
their nourishment, and without which they were helpless. 
But Moses had rejected such a conditional favour, and had 
filled the cup of Menephtah^s alarm with the bitter threat of 
the death of the first-bom of all Egypt, and the prediction 
that he and his courtiers would presently throw themselves 
at his feet, beseeching him to leave the stricken land. And 
all this had come to pass ! ’ 

The terrors of the plagues must have sunk more deeply 
into the Pharaoh^s soul than they otherwise would have 
done, from the fact that his dynasty — the Nineteenth — es- 
pecially honoured the Canaanitish god Sutekh or Set, who 
had, it was thought, greatly aided Bameses II. in his wars 
in Palestine and Syria. He would readily confound this 
foreign god, whose favour his house had received in the 
past, and whose anger was therefore the more to be dreaded, 
with the God of Moses — in his eyes a Canaanite by descent 
— and fancy that the very power in which he had trusted 
was turned against him.* 

The number of the Hebrews in Egypt may be approxi- 
mately gathered from the repeated statement that there 
were among them Qflfl,000 men able to bear arms — that is, 
between twenty and sixty years of age.* This would imply a 
total of at least 2,000,000 of men, women, and children ; * 
an aggregate so great as to have led many to fancy an error 

> iHireA Ooien^ pp. 81-S8. * Diflstol, In p. 1083. 

> Sxod.xi{.87;xzxTliL86. NBm.i.45,46. 

« Berthean taktnlatea 8,000,000. 
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in the text. In apparent confirmation of this supposition, 
the number of the first-bom males, at Sinai, is given ‘ as 22,- 
273, which allows only 1 to every 30 men. But the first-bom 
of purely Hebrew families may, alone, have been reckoned 
in this case, while the foreign multitude, and the daves who 
went out with the Hebrews, may be counted among the men 
fit for war.* Nor is it possible to argue from the present 
condition of the Sinai Peninsula and the regions immedi- 
ately south of Palestine, as to the population able to live 
there for a lengthened period, over 3,000 years ago, by mov- 
ing from place to place, as the Hebrews did.* 

Everything had been prepared for the final moment, and 
now the Egyptians, filled with terror, urged the instant de- 
parture of the Hebrewa Nor did the long-enslaved multi- 
tudes delay. Summoned in the midst of their Passover 
feast, before the dawn of the 15th of the month thenceforth 
called Abib, every father hurried, by the light of the full 
April moon, with his wife and children, to the rendezvous 
already appointed — to put himself under the leaders of his 
tribal division ; his little ones and the sick in the panniers 
of asses, his cattle driven before him, the unbaked bread, in 
the family kneading-trough, wrapped up in his abba on his 
shoulder.* As the avalanche grows in its onward rolling, so 

1 Nnm. iii. 43. 

9 Joeeph'8 marriage with an Egyptian was no doubt widely imitated, so that many 
of the Hebrews wonld be of mixed blood, and many Egyptian women would leave 
Egypt with them. This intermarriage may in part explain the great increase of the 
Hebrews. It is to be remembered that even Moses married a Cushite wife. Many 
slaves and retainers, moreover, had come to Egypt \^ith Jacob, and had most prob- 
ably been merged into the Hebrew tribes before the time of the Exodns. See Uhle- 
mann, Jaraditen u. Hykeosy p. 61. Also Lev. xxiv. 10. 

3 Berthean, Ouchichte der Israditen^ p. 256. Ebers and some others think there is 
an error in the nnmbers, but Berthean, an acute and independent critic, accepts 
them, as does also Ewald. The Bev. 8. Clark, in the Speaker's Comment.^ vol. i. p. 
299, thinks the numbers do not exceed a reasonable estimate of the increase of the 
Israelites, inclnding their numerous dependents. 

4 *'Sach Arab wears round his shoulders a sheepsktu, which serves the double 
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swelled the march of the Hebrews as they touched town 
after town, and were joined not only by fresh crowds of 
their own race, but by throngs of Semitic prisoners of war, 
by kindred bands, like themselves, sorely oppressed, and by 
multitudes of slaves ; bringing with them additional herds 
and flocks. From Tanis, on the west, they poured south t<? 
Fakusa, and thence to Pithom. From Avaris, on the east, 
on the far north coast, at the fortified wall, past Migdol. 

the tower, * with its castle and garrison, they pressed 
south-west to Tanis. From On, in the south, and all the 
country between, they streamed northwards, to join the 
great contingent from the north, at Pithom, where the great 
canal, running to the Crocodile Sea, branched off from an 
arm of the Nile. Bubastis, to the east of that town, sent its 
hosts, and the united multitudes, meeting near Pithom, 
struck due east to Rameses, on the canal from Bubastis, 
where all the tribes assembled to follow their great leader. 
Swift-footed messengers, who are never wanting in the east,* 
had carried the command to start at once for that city. 
Three or four days after the morning of the 15th would find 
all gathered at the common centre ; separated roughly into 
their respective tribes, with what arms they could muster, 
and arrayed for the march, if Ewald be right, in five 
divisions ; the van, centre, two wings, and rear-guard.* 

purpose of a cloak and a baking board. Spread on the ground, fleece downward, 
the dough is kneaded on it in thin round cakes. They also carry small wooden 
bowls or troughs to make the dough. Their mill on a Journey is simply two stones. 
Kindling a hot fire of dry camels' dung, they beat the ground well, then brush off the 
Are, lay down the cake, cover it with the ashes, and in ten minutes it is baked." 
Stewart's Teni and the Khan, 

* From Migdol to Syene," was in Egypt equal to " from one end of the country 
to the other," like from Dan to Beersheba," in Palestine. 

■ Mehemet Ali rode 85 miles in 11 hours on a dromedary— from Suez to Cairo— and 
one of his slaves ran alongside all the way, holding on by a cord. 

* Ewald's OeschieMe, vol. 11. p. 80. See Bzod. xili. 18 ; " harnessed " may mean 
" armed," "in battle array," "girt for the journey," or, tm the margin of onr Biblds 
roads it, " by fives in a rank.'* 
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They had gained their freedom without bloodshed ; the first 
people who had valued liberty so highly ; ‘ the unconscious 
champiqns, for all future ages, of the inalienable rights and 
dignity of man. 

The vast host presently started from Eameses, under 
Moses, the earliest proclaimer of the essential equality of all 
races and ranks. He was virtually king, but he disdained 
the ambition of the name. His office brought with it im- 
measurable difficulties. These tens of thousands of freshly 
emancipated slaves, only a few of whom understood the 
mighty work that had been done for them, followed their 
leader, glad to escape from the lash of the drivers ; but only 
to murmur at their first difficulty on the morrow. Such a 
people, migrating in mass, he had to lead through the des- 
ert to the Land of Promise, caring for them and training 
their minds and hearts I Out of a horde he had to form a 
nation ; conquering a home for it, giving it social and relig- 
ious laws, and making it fit for a noble national life. Nor 
could he reckon on much help in this gigantic task. The 
tribe of Levi, to which he belonged, was the only one on 
whose intelligent aid he could rely.* 

The scene must have been strange. Leaving behind them 
the shining forest of granite obelisks before the great temple 
of Amon Ra, glancing ‘back perhaps at the gilt copper roof 
of the'palace, at the soft flowing river, with its multitudinous 
sails, at the long streets, the avenue of sphinxes and gigantic 
statues, with that of Eameses towering over all to a hundred 
feet in height, all of one stone, and at the great clumps 6f 
palms overshadowing the wide plain on which Tanis lay, they 
streamed out towards Pithom ; a crowd seemingly endless 
and boundless ; some of them men who had amassed large 

Gnate, toI. 1 pti 90. * Gnets, p. 90. 
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property and had great herds and flocks, but the yast ma- 
jority poor creatures whose lives had been passed in clay 
hovels which a kick would bring down about them. The 
Egyptians were for a moment unable to check the flight. 
The men with their heads shaved, in universal mourning for 
the death of their first-born ; the women with ashes strewn 
on their foreheads in grief at the terrible calamity in every 
household, could only wail and curse, or content themselves 
by a massacre of such of the hated race as from age or sick- 
ness or accident failed to escape with the rest. It was a 
night never to be forgotten by that or any future generation. 

Yet, at first, all went well. Grateful wonder at the good- 
ness of Jehovah, intense anxiety to escape from the hated 
oppressor, joyful trust in their leader, and bright hopes of 
the future, had roused the long-enslaved masses to a won- 
drous energy, and the sight of the thousands on every side 
must have awakened a new sense of power. No dread of 
future Bufferings or dangers yet threw its shadow over them. 
They had still fresh water and rich fodder for their cattle, 
and the way was still open before them. The one thought 
in every bosom was Canaan — ^the land flowing with milk 
and honey — theirs by the promise of God ; and their one 
tacit demand, that they should be led thither at once. This 
wish seemed to be granted, when, after a brief rest, the vast 
host entered on the direct road to Palestine, and at the close 
of a march north-east, of about fifteen miles, apparently in 
the line of the fresh-water canal to the Bitter Sea, encamped 
at Pithom, the Hebrew name of which was Succoth, the 
tents. Water had been within reach all the way, but many 
of the women must already have fallen behind ; children 
must have been exhausted and iU, and the cattle must have 
been jaded. Amidst aU this, moreover, faint-heartedness 
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crept over the men as they thought of the great fortifi^ 
wall before them, and that they would presently contend 
with the swords of well-trained soldiers, whose very sticks 
had hitherto made them tremble. Pithom, the city of the 
great god Turn, had been built by their brethren, who were 
eagerly awaiting their approach to join their vast encamp- 
ment when at last they rested on the broad level outside the 
town. The vast store-houses built by them for Pharaoh, 
and filled with every kind of provision for the army, may, 
very probably, have been stormed and plundered by the 
mob, for the few Egyptian soldiers guarding them could 
easily be overpowered, at such a time of distraction, by the 
rush of numbers; and from those vast victualling places, 
tens of thousands of measures of wheat and barley, rye and 
dourah, lentils, dates, and onions could easily be taken, 
for sustenance hereafter. Sacks, pitchers, skins, kneading- 
troughs, jars, cloths of all kinds would serve to let down 
the treasures from the opening on the roofs, by which access 
was obtained to them, cords or ladders helping the plun- 
derers to get them safely to the ground. Thousands of 
lanterns would be gleaming everywhere that night to light 
the revolting Hebrews to their eager labours ; but, after all, 
they were only a vast horde of peasants and labourers, well- 
nigh unarmed. There would be no lack of axes, staves, 
sickles, and brazen pikes, or of heavy poles, or slings, 
familiar to them as the weapon of shepherds against the 
wild beasts of the desert; but of bows and arrows, the 
musketry of those ages, they had none. No wonder, there- 
fore, that their excitement was mingled with alarm. Port- 
resses guarded all the eastern frontier, before them, from 
the days of Abraham, and these were skilfully provided with 
scarp and counterscarp, ditch and glacis, and manned by 
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the best troops of Egypt, with sentinels pacing the ramparts 
along their whole length day and night. Nor was the 
prospect beyond this terrible barrier cheerful, for the whole 
Philistine plain was very probably held, at this time, by 
Egyptian garrisons, since we have a representation of the 
siege of Ascalon by Kameses II., and know, incidentally, that 
Palestine had been, for ages, virtually an Egyptian province. 

Khetam, or, as the Hebrews wrote the word, Etham, was 
the Egyptian name of a range of strongholds defending the 
gates and weak places of Shur, the great frontier wall ; and 
the nearest and largest of these was within a few hours of 
Pithom-Succoth. There is on the walls of the Temple of 
Kamak a picture of Seti I., father of Kameses II., returning 
victorious from Syria, and welcomed with wild rejoicings at 
one of the great castle-like gates of this fortified barrier. It 
is the one which protected a canal, cut, perhaps, as early as 
B.c. 4000, through the Isthmus of Suez, and thus anticipat- 
ing the triumph of Lesseps by nearly sixty centuries. When 
the present canal was being dug, a fresh-water canal, to sup- 
ply the wants of the countless labourers, was excavated from 
the Nile to the line of the projected works ; and this, as it 
advanced, struck into the bed of the ancient Egyptian 
Canal, which, in some parts, may still be seen as a deep 
hollow, near the site of Pithom-Succoth. What the country 
was in these old days may again, as I have said, be imagined 
from the results of this modem introduction of water to it, 
for the Wady Tumilat, through which it passes, has been 
transformed from the awful desolation in which it had lain 
for perhaps thousands of years, into a fruitful tract of gar- 
dens and fields. 

Moses had apparently intended to launch the vast multi- 
tudes behind him on the nearest fort, trusting that the sud- 
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denness and impetuosity of the attack might sweep away the 
garrison and permit the Hebrews to pass out to the direct 
road towards the Promised Land. The sufferings of the 
march from Tanis had, already, damped the spirits of most, 
and it was clear that to lead the assault against the fortress 
while this gloom prevailed could only lead to a fruitless 
butchery of thousands. 

All this Moses and the other leaders felt still more deeply, 
when, on the next day, the vast throng moved nearer the 
fortified wall. From afar they could see the great fort ris- 
ing gaunt and bare from the stony soil, with no relief of 
even a single palm or shrub to soften its outline ; its wooden 
stockade, its ramparts, its scarped walls, its watch-tower look- 
ing westward, the broad, flat roof swarming with soldiers. 
Out from the scarped walls, moreover, a platform projected 
to hinder the use of scaling ladders, and along this were 
ranged armed men, at close intervals, for the garrison no 
doubt had already heard of the revolt of the Hebrews, and 
were on the watch to prevent their escape. Every man 
would be at his post, and on the roof the gong-men would 
be placed ready to give the alarm with their heavy wooden 
mallets on the huge gongs, if an attack were begun. It was 
clearly impossible to force the gate thus watchfully and 
strongly defended. Among the Hebrews, at the sight of 
such an insurmountable barrier in their way,* fear grew 
louder, and though they were still on Egyptian soil, voices 
were heard regretting that they had not remained slaves 
rather than follow Moses, to die in the desert.* 

Their great leader, however, knew not only the character 
of his countrymen, but also the relations of Egypt with the 

* JMtfa, by Georg Eben, gives Tivid picfcaies of the Exodoe. 

• Sxod. ziT. 18 . 
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kings of Palestine, and had foreseen what had now hap- 
pened. He knew that he would be attacked, not only by 
the garrisons of the frontier Egyptian fortresses, but, ere 
long, even if these were overpowered, by the princes of 
southern Canaan, who, whether allied with the Pharaoh or 
not, would assuredly fall upon a vast migration of escaped 
slaves and shepherds, seeking a new home. He was, in- 
deed, virtually between two armies, even were he to succeed 
in breaking through the frontier wall, for the Egyptian 
chariot soldiery could soon overtake him. He would then 
have them and the forces of Palestine on his front and rear, 
and must be destroyed ; since, however numerous the crowds 
that followed him, they were not an army, but a people cum- 
bered with women and children. He knew the disciplined 
array he would have to face, and the want of training, the 
insubordination, and the over-confident rashness of those he 
had to lead. Even thus soon, they had revealed their ob- 
stinacy, selfishness, and conceit ; their want of discipline 
and of moral strength. In the comparatively small limits of 
an ordinary caravan the strictest order must be maintained 
at the pitching or striking of the tents. The presence of 
women and children may, indeed, elicit the best characteris- 
tics of some ; but, on the other hand, perverseness, selfish- 
ness, coarseness, and vice show themselves grossly. The 
tent-pins will not hold in every soil ; a tent cannot be raised 
without a neighbour's help ; where water for large numbers 
is to be had only from one spring, strict order must be kept, 
and the thirsty willingly abide their turn, if quarrels are to 
be avoided ; when pasture is insufficient for the herds, every 
shepherd seeks to get a good strip for his cattle, if necessary, 
by force ; and the property of all is exposed before or in the 
tents. If everything be not ready at the right hour when 
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the tents are struck, either all are delayed, or those who lin- 
ger behind must be abandoned. But if this be the case with 
a small body, how much worse would it be with 3,000,000 
of people ? The camps at Succoth and Etham, in spite of 
all tribal separation and sub-division, must have been a cha- 
otic confusion of men, women, children, and cattle, which 
no leader could reduce to order.* No wonder, therefore, 
that the mingled evil of the mass broke out in murmurs and 
unmanly regrets. It was partly on this account, no doubt, 
that they were led, not through the way of the land of 
the Philistines, although that was near ; for Grod said, ^ Lest, 
peradventure the people repent when they see war, and re- 
turn to Egypt ; ^ but made to turn (from before the Wall) 
towards the way of the wilderness of the Weedy (Red) Sea ; 
though they went up in battle array from the land of 
Egypt.- 

They had, indeed, set out full of hope that they would 
soon reach and, if necessary, conquer the Promised Land, 
and had struck into the well-known road to Palestine, with 
no foreboding of the weary years they would have to spend 
in the wilderness, or of the graves awaiting nearly all of 
them there, or of the difficulties through which their chil- 
dren were to reach the longed-for goal. Moses could give 
them no hint of his plans, for had they known them they 
would assuredly have returned to the Nile valley. He had 
led them to the frontier fortresses, and now that they storm- 
ily clamoured for their old life of slavery, rather than face 
the death that threatened them, he could cheer them by the 
intimation that they would not have to fight ; as God had 
another, less dangerous road for them, towards the Red Sea. 
He had first to lead them out of Egypt with as little loss as 

> Dwrch OoMn, pp. 94-86. • Bxod. x5XL 17 OitenUj). 
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possible, and then to train them to discipline, order, and 
worthy aims in life. This point reached, they could receive 
intelligently the full revelations destined for them, and be 
led victoriously to Palestine. Escape from Egypt lay near 
at hand, but their education as a people could only be at- 
tained by the long work of years, after they had received the 
laws they were to obey. 

Turning therefore * to the south, at some miles distance 
from the frontier wall, the multitude hastened on, in fear 
of the Egyptian troops ; and, in hope of speedy escape from 
them, pressed forward without taking more rest than was 
needed to refresh them. At last they reached a spot — Pi- 
hahiroth — the place where the reeds grow,^^ * over against 
Baal-zephon, as the grand limestone mountains of the 
Ataka range behind Suez were called by the Phcenician 
sailors.* There they could pitch their tents, and take much- 
needed rest, amidst springs of fresh water and abundant 
pastures. They had turned the great frontier wall with its 
line of forts, and were safe for the time. For the moment 
they had escaped any conflict with disciplined troops. 

Their advance to the fortress wall, and their subsequent 
apparent retreat, and disappearance in the wilderness, had 
had the additional result of deceiving the Egyptians, and 
leading them to suppose that Moses had lost his way, or had 
given up his design of breaking through to the east, and was 
now wandering in the desert. The garrisons of all the fron- 
tier forts must have been informed of the approach of vast 
masses of people, and would be on the watch ; doubtless 
preparing themselves for an expected attack, and very pos- 
sibly Ailing the Hebrews with terror by the blare of their 

> Exod xiv 8. 

t Oedemas, 9th ed., p. 684. Bat see meaning in Brogach, p. 194. 

• Sbers, Jhurch Qosen^ p. 96. 



200 


THB TENTH PLAGUE AND THE EXODUS. 


trumpets, resounding afar over the silent desert. Uncertain 
where the attempt to break out would be made, they would 
remain under arms, vainly awaiting assault, and would send 
off posts to Pharaoh, at Tanis, begging for reinforcements,' 
and telling him that the advancing hordes had disappeared 
in the desert, to the south-west. It was natural, therefore, 
that he should believe that they had become entangled and 
lost in the wilderness.* 

The messages brought him must have shown Menephtah 
at once that Moses had now altogether different intentions 
from merely going off into the desert to sacrifice ; and the 
loss of such a vast multitude of slaves came back on him in 
all its force. Why have we done this,^^ said he,^‘ that we 
have let Israel go from serving us ? * He had permitted a 
pilgrimage to the wilderness to hold a religious feast, with 
the utmost reluctance, when he could not help it ; but now 
that the Hebrews were evidently bent on flight, they must 
be hindered by all the means in his power. They had had a 
lengthened start of him, but his cavalry could soon overtake 
them. Ordering his own war chariots, therefore, and 600 
selected chariots besides, as his immediate escort ; supported 
by all the chariot-force of Lower Egypt, with fighting men 
in each, and his ^^horsemen,^"'® he started in hot haste after 
the Hebrews. 

Under Menephtah, the chariot force of the army had been 
more assiduously encouraged than under any other of the 
Pharaohs. The name of one of his Heads of the Horse " 
is still preserved ; a chief prophet” of Set, and general of 

* Bzod. xiv. 8. s Brod xlv. B. 

* From horsemen being mentioned separately it would seem that, though not 
named on the monuments, there were cavalry, in our sense, in the Egyptian army. 
Diodorus Siculus says that Rameses 11. had 2^000 horse soldiers besides hli 
chariot regiments. 
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d at Tanis, the city from which 
The Delta — ^that is, the former 
fact the breeding place of the 



chariot horses, for which its open flatness and its pastures 
especially suited it. Menephtah’s chariot squadrons were 
Ifls glory, and are constantly mentioned, for .their deeds in 
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the fields in the long inscription at Karnak which commem* 
orates his victory over the Libyans and their allies.* 

Some time, during which he remained inactive, must, 
however, have intervened between the departure of the 
Hebrews and the pursuit. The piety of the Egyptians to 
the dead was so great that the weightiest political affairs 
would necessarily be neglected while the king paid the last 
honours to his dead son. Besides, in this case, the families 
of the officers and soldiery had also been universally be- 
reaved. Seventy to seventy-two days were required for 
public lamentation,* and during this time all else would be 
forgotten by the Pharaoh. It was not till ten weeks after 
death that the mummy was put in its resting place, with 
the needful rites detailed in the Book of the Dead. Till 
then all was at a standstill. Loud wailing rose in the public 
streets at the moment of death ; the forehead was covered 
with dust or mud, and the head smitten by the hands as a 
sign of deepest sorrow. When the corpse was opened at the 
embalming house, the relatives were required to be present. 
The embalmers then went to their doleful work, not later 
than the third day, and the family, meanwhile, shut them- 
selves up in strict seclusion till the process was completed, 
over two months later.* 

But if Menephtah was thus forced to give the Hebrews a 
lengthened breathing time, during which they in a measure 
organized themselves, while resting in the comparatively 
rich tract round Pi-hahiroth, his pursuit was now so much 
the hotter. Launching his magnificent squadrons after the 

» Lepsins' ZhnkmlUet\ vol. ill. p. 199. Dtimicheii, SUtorUehe Inachriftent Taf. 
i.-T. Chabas, j^des, etc. Thus it says, ** He sent bie cavalry in all directions.** 

His Mi^esty with his cavalry attacked them.'* He sent the cavalry after them,** 
and BO on. 

* Herod., ii. 86. Diod., I 72, 90. Gen. 1. 8, 

* Udrda, voL i. p. 87. JSgypt. JSMkgttochter^ vol. iii. p. S78. 
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prey ; the horses," to use the words of an old papyrus,* 

swift as jackals ; their eyes like fire ; their fury like that 
of a hurricane when it bursts ; " the doom of the Hebrews 
seemed fixed. The fugitives had at last broken up their 
encampment and were marching slowly towards the Eed 
Sea, which they designed to reach in the afternoon, at the 
ebb tide.* The murmur of the waves on the beach was 
already heard when the clouds of dust on the horizon behind 
told them they were pursued. Terror seized the host once 
more at the sight, and fierce accusations of Moses were 
mingled with loud despair of escape. But the great leader, 
ever calm in the presence of danger, kept the alarm from 
degenerating into ruinous panic. Jehovah will fight for 
you," said he to the terrified crowds, ^^and ye shall be 
still ; " words which shone out on the despairing multitudes, 
to use the fine figure of Ebers, like the sun rising in calm 
majesty on the lost and almost spent traveller." * 

The van of the pursuers was already in sight from the 
shore. The danger was great, but Jehovah had heard the 
cry of Moses, and ordered the vast host to go forward, 
though the waters apparently barred their way ; promising 
that, at the uplifted rod of His servant, the waves would be 
divided and offer a broad pathway on dry ground.* 

The exact locality at which the Hebrews crossed the Bed 
Sea appears to be more nearly pointed out than in the past, 
by the results of recent investigation. Pi-hahiroth may be a 
place called Pikaheret in an inscription found near Tel-el- 
Maskhuta, on the railway line to Suez from Cairo, and also 

> Anast.f L * Dureh Ooseriy p. 101. 

* Durch Oaten^ p. 101. No taunt could be more bitter than that used, ** Because 
there are no graves in Egypt hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness f " 
Exod. xiv. 11. Egypt was the land of graves, and especially round Memphis the 
cemeteries were of immense extent. * Exod. xiv. 96. 
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close to the fresh-water canal, which runs near the line a 
great part of the way. It is near the canal which in anti- 
quity led from the Nile to the Red Sea, over nearly the same 
track as the present fresh-water one, but Ebers places Pi-ha- 
hiroth much nearer the Red Sea. The Hebrews, according 
to the latest study of the question, appear to have marched, 
after turning from the great wall, towards the waters, then 
much broader than now, which are called Lake Timsah, or 
Lake of Crocodiles," a small spot of water, two or three 
miles across, and seven or eight miles long, about forty-five 
miles in a straight line from Suez, and now used as part of 
the channel of the Suez Canal. North of this a few miles, 
just beyond the town of Ismailia, is the highest point on the 
isthmus, which has always been dry land, connecting Africa 
with Asia. Over this lay the road from Tanis to Philistia, 
and also to the Gulf of Akaba ; in fact, to the east generally. 
The first march of the Hebrews seems to have been towards 
this high road to the lands beyond, above the present Lake 
Timsah ; but the sight and thought of the fortress on the 
wall alarmed the multitude, and they turned to the south, 
past the present Bitter Lakes, which, also, are utilized for 
the Suez Canal. Here they were beyond the great wall 
with its castles, for the waters were now a suflBcient defence 
of the Nile valley. But they found themselves still in a 
sore strait, for the range of the Ataka mountains rose to 
the south, on the African side of their march, while before 
them and at their side were the waters of the Bitter Lakes, 
then pai?t of the Red Sea, and behind them were to be, very 
soon, the chariots of Pharaoh. What was to be done ? 

^^To the north of the Gulf of Suez, and extending ten 
statute miles to the Bitter Lakes, there exists at the present 
day a neck of land, across which the Israelitish host might 
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have marched into the wilderness of Etham, on their way to 
Mount Sinai, and over which the army of Pharaoh, with its 
chariots, would probably have been unable to follow. . . . 
Ever since the Pliocene period, down to very recent times, 
the land has been gaining on the sea, over this area. At 
the Pliocene period the whole of Lower Egypt and the 
borders of the Mediterranean were submerged to a depth of 
at least 200 feet below the present sea-level, and since then 
the land has been slowly rising. It is not too much to 
assume that 4,000 years ago the process of elevation had not 
been completed to its present extent; and that, in conse- 
quence, the waters of the Gulf of Suez stretched northward 
into the Bitter Lakes, forming a channel, perhaps of no 
great depth, but requiring the exercise of Almighty power 
to convert it into a causeway of dry land, in order to rescue 
the chosen people from their impending peril. The levels 
taken for the Suez Canal show that a depression of about 
25 feet would suffice to bring the waters of the Gulf of Suez 
into the Bitter Lakes, and this submergence would still leave 
the neck to the north of the Bitter Lakes in the position in 
which we know it to have been in the times of the Pharaohs, 
when the road between Egypt and the East ran over it.^^ ‘ 
This geological fact seems to point to the shallow head of 
the ancient Red Sea, now occupied in part by the Bitter 
Lakes, as most probably the place at which the Hebrews 
crossed, for Suez in the days of Moses would be under- a 
very deep body of water. I have, myself, been both ^ at 
Lake Timsah and Suez, and feel assured that the ascertaifled 
elevation of the mud during the ages since the Exodus shows 
that the Bitter Lakes or their vicinity must have witnessed 
the amazing scene of the Hebrew crossing. 


t p. ITS. 
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“ Professor Hull," says Sir John Coode, the eminent 
engineer, shows that the beds of sand and gravel con- 
taining shells, corals, and other marine forms now existing 
in the waters of the Gulf of Suez (which beds are found on 
either side of that gulf up to at least 200 feet above the 
present sea-level), form complete evidence of the elevation 
of the whole land area of that particular region, but that 
this elevation must have taken place at a time long an- 
tecedent to that of the Exodus. He points out, what is 
true, that if at the time of the Exodus an elevation of 
not more than from 25 to 30 feet had remained to be 
effected, the land now forming the southern part of the 
Isthmus of Suez would have been submerged by the waters 
of the Eed Sea, and he regards it as in the highest degree 
probable that as far back as the time when the Exodus 
took place the waters of the Red Sea extended northwards 
up the valley at least as far as the Bitter Lakes, producing 
a channel 20 to 30 feet in depth, and perhaps a mile in 
breadth — a terrible barrier to the Israelites, and sufficient 
to induce a cry of despair from the whole multitude. 

Having quite recently traversed the whole isthmus, 
making a special examination of the portion between Is- 
mailia and Suez, the following incident, which then oc- 
curred, appears to me to be worthy of notice, inasmuch as 
it is eminently corroborative of Dr. Hull's view. 

Whilst engaged with other members of the Inter- 
national Commission upon the investigation of various 
matters connected with the question of improving the 
Suez Canal, some of our party landed from time to time, 
and on one occasion at a point between what is now the 
north end of the Gulf of Suez and the south of the Bitter 
Lakes — not, in fact, very far to the north of the bridge ot 
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boats by which the pilgrims to and from Mecca cross the 
canal. 

Desiring to test for myself the character and hardness of 
the unbroken ground at this pointy and at a height of about 
. 12 or 15 feet above sea-level, the first stroke of a pick turned 
up, from three inches below the surface, a thick cake of a 
dull white substance which at the moment appeared to be 
gypsum ; and, whilst stooping to pick it up, I remarked that 
accordingly, but simultaneously, a colleague who was stand- 
ing at my side, exclaimed ^ salt.' On asking him how it 
came to pass that he so instantly arrived at this conclusion, 
he replied that the whole district thereabouts was full of 
such salt. 

^^When it is explained that this gentleman had the 
engineering charge of a considerable length of this part 
of the Suez Canal at the time the work was in course of 
construction, and consequently had thus acquired an in- 
timate knowledge of this district, and also that on testing 
the ground at other points thereabouts I found salt existing 
below a thin covering of sand, at heights considerably above 
the sea-level, there is ample warrant for saying, as I have 
done, that the extensive existence of salt in this form and at 
such a height cannot be regarded otherwise than as a proof 
that the waters of the Eed Sea did at one time extend as far 
north as the Bitter Lakes. A specimen nearly an inch thick 
is before me as I write. 

Further evidence that, at some period antecedent to the 
formation of the Suez Canal, the sea extended as far up the 
isthmus as the Bitter Lakes is found in a remarkable sample 
of salt, which was cut from the bottom of the Bitter Lakes 
by the engineers of the Suez Canal Company, before the sea 
was let in to effect the completion of the water communi* 
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cation between the northern and southern sections of the 
work. * This block of salt, to which my attention was 
directed by M. de Lesseps, is preserved in the courtyard 
attached to the offices of the canal company at Ismailia ; 
it is fully seven feet in height, and, according to M. Voisin 
Bey, who, at the time it was taken out, acted as the com- 
pands chief engineer in Egypt, salt certainly existed to a 
still greater depth, but to what precise extent is not known. 

may here mention that whilst passing over the 1,500 
miles from the Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb to Suez, the water 
of the Red Sea is so far changed by evaporation, that 
samples taken from the surface at Suez have been proved 
to be nearly two parts in 1,000 salter than those at Bab-el- 
Mandeb. It should be borne in mind, moreover, that an 
exceptionally great amount of evaporation would necessarily 
take place within such a comparatively shallow inland basin 
as that of the Bitter Lakes, having its surface swept by the 
hot, dry air of the Arabian desert, and shut in from the 
Mediterranean by the high land at Serapeum immediately 
to the north, or, at any rate, by the still higher ridge of 
country at El-Guin. These conditions would obviously 
contribute to the formation of such a remarkable deposit 
of salt as is found in the specimen above described. 

peculiar feature in this specimen is the presence of an 
occasional thin layer of sand, most probably caused during 
the prevalence of violent southerly winds which from time 
to time raise the sea-level at Suez nearly three feet above 
that of an ordinary spring tide in calm weather. The strong 
current to the northward on such occasions would be certain 
to carry a considerable quantity of sand into the Bittei 
Lakes, sufficient, it may be assumed, to account for the lay- 
ers of sand in question. 
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** The facts to which I have here called attention appear 
to me unquestionably to confirm the view entertained by 
Professor Hull. I feel, with him, that, according to this 
view, the physical conditions at the time of the Exodus will 
be brought into harmony with the Bible narrative, and that 
the difficulty which has hitherto surrounded the subject of 
the passage of the Israelites through the Bed Sea will thus 
have been to a great degree removed.” * 

If the present Bay of Suez was thus so deeply submerged 
in the time of Moses, and the Red Sea extended to near 
Ismaila, we need no longer trouble ourselves about the 
instances recorded of individuals having succeeded, under 
special circumstances, in crossing Suez. It is not now what 
it was then, but has been raised proportionately as much as 
the rest of the Isthmus. Had the position of land and sea 
been the same as at this period, it would have been possible 
for the Israelites to cross into Arabia Petraea without the 
interposition of God. 

It is pleasant to read in so acute a writer as Niebuhr : It 
would be a great mistake to imagine that the passage of such 
a great caravan (as the Israelites) could have been effected 
by purely natural means. No caravans go this way nowa- 
days, at least from Cairo to Sinai, though it would be a 
great saving of distance if they could. But it was even less 
possible for the children of Israel to cross thus thousands of 
years ago, for the water was then apparently much broader, 
and, besides reaching farther to the north, was far deeper. 
The water seems not only to have retreated since, but the 
bottom of this shallow point appears to have been raised by 
the sand blown in for ages from the desert.' 

The night set in dark and stormy, with a violent north- 

> StiJ<dtn Good., XMtrtoM. ItaM*. * von AraUm^p. tii. 

VOL. n.-M 
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east gale,* which blew all night, and drove back the waters 
till the sandy and shallow bottom was laid bare. The storm, 
prolonging the ebb, delayed the flow of the tide, and thus 
before morning, the whole of the Hebrews — ^here, going 
round pools, there, kept back by the tempest, and by the 
slow progress of the cattle — were able to reach the east 
shore ; after a long struggle, aggravated by the terrors of the 
night. What these must have been may be imagined from 
the description in one of the Psalms, ages after : 

“ The clouds poured out water : 

The skies sent out a sound : 

Thine arrows (the lightnings) also went abroad. 

The voice of Thy thunder rolled along the heavens,* 

The lightnings lightened the world : 

The earth trembled and shook.” * 

The pursuing Egyptians reached the strand when most 
of the Hebrews, with their cattle, had crossed in safety. It 
was a question whether they should at once dash after them, 
or seek to overtake them by the circuit of the shore. Man 
and horse were tired out by the forced marches of the last 
few days, and the night was impenetrably dark. Since their 
advance to the great wall with its fortresses, Jehovah had 
vouchsafed to guide His people by a cloud through the day 
and fire by night,* as Eastern armies still follow, in many 
cases, signals of fire and smoke seen at the front of the 
march.* This light, which the Pharaoh perhaps fancied 

1 It is to be remembered that the Hebrews gave names only to the fonr winds 
fiom the four cardinal points, so that north-east and sonth-east, the winds employed 
by Jehovah in this case, wonld be regarded as east winds. 

* Gesenins says, “ was in the whirlwind.” 

» Ps. Ixxvii. 17, 18. * Exod. xiii. 21. 

* Alexander the Great had a huge cresset set np on a tall pole over his tent as a 
signal for departure, seen far off by all, by its lighjt in dArkpess and its smoke by 
day. CnitinB, v. 2. On the march the holy fire was always carried before the army 
on silver altars. Cnrtins, iii. 2. Seetzen qnotes from an old Arab MS. the fact that 



THE TEJS^TH PLAGUE AHD THE EXODUS. 


211 


such a signal, now moved from before the Hebrews and 
came to their rear,* at once quickening and guiding lag- 
gards and stragglers, and misleading the Egyptians as to the 
progress made by the host. Thinking that the storm would 
keep back the waters, and seeing their prey so near, passion 
overcame prudence in the pursuers. Their squadrons, there- 
fore, rushed to the edge of the channel, rank pressing on 
rank after those who claimed to know the way, towards the 
light which they might well fancy marked the leader s 
place, at the front. Meanwhile, according to Josephus,^ a 
terrible storm of rain, with dreadful thunder and lightning, 
broke out, and helped, with the loud and fierce wind, to be- 
wilder the charioteers ; who, it may be, were led still more 
astray by different signal fires of the sections of the He- 
brews, kindled as a flaming banner, to guide their divisions 
in the wild blackness. But, now, when the host of the 
Egyptians were floundering in the dangerous sands to the 
ford, the wind suddenly veered round, and blew towards the 
north instead of from it ; driving before it the foaming 
waters of the rising tide. Advance was henceforth hopeless, 
but so, also, was retreat, for the narrow wheels of the chari- ' 
ots sank in the water-soaked bottom, and bent or snapped 
the axles,* hurling the charioteers headlong from their 
jilaces, to use the metaphor in the sacred text, like stones 
from a sling. 

the caliphs nsed Are to send news swlftlj—the brightness serving this end by night 
and the smoke by day. The vast pilgrim caravans to Mecca, guide themselves in a 
similar way. An fi^jptian general, in an ancient inscription, is compared to a flame 
streaming in advance of an army, and this is repeated in an old papyrus. Chahas, 

V. E,p 54. Pap. Anorf ., i. 

1 Bxod. xiv. 19, 20. The Peshito reads, And there were clouds and darkness all 
the night, but there was light to the children of Israel all the night.'* The Sep> 
tUHfdnt reads, ** There arose clonds and darkness, and the night passed," etc. 

* Jos., Ani.f n. xvi. 8. 

The Septnagint reads that the wheels were ** bound " or “ clogged " the sand. 
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Mortal terror now seized the pursuers ; for the God of the 
Hebrews was looking out on them,” and once more fight- 
ing against them from that fiery cloud. ^ But escape was 
impossible. The south-west wind blowing wildly from the 
clefts and gorges of the Ataka lulls — the wind most dreaded, 
in our own day, by the boatmen of Suez — drove the waters 
before it, and ere long the chariots and the heavily mailed 
soldiery of Pharaoh, held in the remorseless grip of the 
yielding sands, were overwhelmed, and miserably perished. 
Next morning all was over, and the triumphant Hebrews 
saw the corpses washed up, in heaps, along the sea-shore. 
Such a deliverance filled all minds with awe, for they felt 
that Jehovah alone had infiicted this great defeat upon their 
enemies. Now, as never before, they feared and believed in 
Him, and in his servant Moses.* 

A document translated by M. Chabas may perhaps refer 
to the escape of the Hebrews. It runs thus : Notice ! 
when my letter reaches you, bring the Madjai at once, who 
were over the foreign Safkhi who have escaped. Do not 
bring all the men I have named in my list. Give attention 

> Ezod. ziy. S4. Translate troabled ** as “ threw into confnsion.** 

s Ezod. ziv. 80, 31. The name of the Bed Sea, really, the Weedy Sea, Tam Snph, 
is supposed by Stickel {Studien u, Kritikm, 1850, p. 880) to be derived from the 
woolly tuft of the ripe shore reed, which grows very thickly on the edge of the sea. 
It was called in Egypt the Beedy Sea. On the other hand, I have lately met the fol- 
lowing proposed derivation t “ As we emerged from the month of a small defile the 
waters of this sacred gulf (tho Bed Sea) burst upon our view ; the surface marked 
with annular, crescent-shajied, and irregular blotches of a purplish red, extending 
as far as the eye could reach. . . . This red colour I ascertained to be caused 
by the subjacent red sandstone and reddish coral reefs. A similar phenomenon is 
observed in the Straits of Bab-el-Mandeb, and also near Suez, particularly when the 
xays of the sun fall on the water at a small angle.’* The late Captain Newbold, in 
Jcum. qf Royal Asiatic Soe.j No. xm. p. 78. The Hebrews divided the night into 
three watches ; the first from sunset to ten ; the second from ten to two ; the third 
from two to sntirlse. The passage of the sea was in April, when the spn ipse about 
six A.M. Bosenmfiller, Alts u. Reuc Morgmiand^ vol. li. p. 18. Hunk thinks the 
passage was eilected at some part of the Bittw Lakes, not far from Ismailia. PaliU- 
Una, 980. 
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to this. Bring them to me to Takhu^ and I will admit 
them and you.^" Takhu was a fortress which defended the 
eastern frontier of the Delta, and this letter may well be an 
order to recfdl the gendarmerie who had watched the wall 
when the Hebrews were advancing to it.* 

It is, of course, idle to expect that Egypt would record a 
disaster so terrible as that of the Bed Sea, but a papyrus of 
the next period strangely confirms its magnitude, by show- 
ing the virtual breaking up of the kingdom of the Pharaohs 
from that date. The events of the later period of Meneph- 
tah^s reign are passed over in perfect silence * by the monu- 
ments. After him, the empire which Seti I. and Eameses 
II. had established at so great a cost of war and energy, 
went ignominiously to pieces, and his successors, Seti II. and 
Menephtah II., could not prevent even single counties of the 
Delta from breaking loose from their rule, declaring them- 
selves independent, and setting up dynasties of their own. 
The great Harris Papyrus says of this time : The popula- 
tion of Egypt had broken away over the borders, and among 
those who remained there was no commanding voice, for 
many years. Hence Egypt fell under dynasties which rul^ 
the towns. One killed the other in wild and fatal enter- 
prises. Other disasters succeeded, in the shape of years of 
famine. Then Aarsu, a Syrian, rose among them, as prince, 
and the whole land did him homage. One leagued with the 
other and plundered the magazines, and the very gods acted 
as men did — ^that is, they seemed to waste the earth by their 
judgments. 

In Menephtah*s eighth regnal year a report was sent to 
him saying that ^^the passage of tribes of the Shasu (or 
Bedouins) from the lan4.<^ Edom had been effected through 

1 Ficg». Ancuit,, V. IS, 6, pi. 19, 2, • Bnigaoh, yoL tt. p. 180. 
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the fortress of Khetam (Etham) which is situated in (the 
district of) Succoth (Thuku) to the lakes of the city of Pi- 
thorn, which are in the land of Succoth, in order that they 
might feed themselves and their herds on the possessions of 
Pharaoh.” But this must refer to an inroad, from the 
desert without, on the fertile pastures of the Delta round 
Pithom : not to an exodus of any kind. The mummies of 
Seti, Bameses, and other kings of the dynasty have been 
found, but no mummy of Menephtah ! 



CHAPTER m 


THE MARCH TO SINAI. 

How long the Hebrews remained in Egypt has been much 
disputed. It is stated by St. Paul that from the date of the 
covenant with Abraham, to the proclamation of the Mosaic 
law on Sinai, was 430 years,* and this is stated also in Exo- 
dus.* In Genesis* the Egyptians are predicted as destined 
to afflict the Hebrews 400 years, and this is repeated by 
St. Stephen in his defence.* Respecting these two numbers, 
430 and 400 years, there is little difficulty, as the one is only 
a round number, whilst the other is a precise statement. 
But in Genesis * it is said that the return to Canaan was to 
be in the fourth generation from the time of God^s covenant 
with Abraham ; so that an average of over 100 years is thus 
presumed for each, Jewish interpreters, however, assuming 
the length of a generation as only about 50 years, have di- 
vided the longer period into two ; allotting 215 years to the 
interval between the descent of Abraham to Egypt and that 
of Jacob, and the same time to the residence there of his 
posterity. But this is not necessary, if we remember the 
length of life assigned in the Bible to the patriarchs, for 
Abraham himself died at the age of 175,* Isaac at that of 
180,^ Jacob at that of 147,® Joseph at that of 110, and 

> Gal. ill. 17. * Exod, xli. 40, 41. < Gen. zr. la. 

* Acte vil. 6 * Gen, xv. 16. • Gea. xxr, 7. 

’ Gen. XXXV. 28 

^ JHcL qf BibU^ art. ** Jacob.'' Schenkel'a Lw. makes him 170. 
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Moses at that of 120.* It is hardly to be expected that evi- 
dence in corroboration of such matters should be accessible 
from outside sources, but on many Egyptian inscriptions we 
still meet with the prayer which very few would think of 
offering now, that the writer may reach the perfect age of 
110 years ; and in a papyrus, preserved in Paris, of the date 
of the Twelfth Dynasty,* that is, at least as old as Abraham, 
one Patah-hotep, who describes himself as 110 years old, 
speaks of his father, the reigning king, as still alive, and, 
indeed, addresses him ; so that he must have been about 130 
years old.* 

Their miraculous escape had raised the excitable spirit 
of the vast host to a delirium of joy. From the extremity 
of peril they had passed, in a night, to safety. An almost 
helpless multitude, cumbered with women, children, and 
cattle, with the sea before them and the terrible chariots 
of Egypt behind — they had seen a way made for them 
through the waters, and the chivalry of the greatest empire 
in the world overwhelmed when pressing after them. They 
had been simply spectators of the great deliverance wrought 
for them by the invisible God, whom Moses had proclaimed 
as their Leader, and whom their fathers had worshipped. 
There was no room for pride : they could only look with 
grateful eyes to the heavens, from which alone their rescue 
had come. Jehovah was assuredly a God above all gods, 
and He had proclaimed them His chosen people, by redeem^ 
ing them thus with a mighty hand and an outstretched 
arm. Such an event, which distant ages would remem- 
ber with lasting awe, demanded a corresponding recogni- 

* Deut. xxxiv. 7. 

* Maspero, p. 85. BmgMsh, vol. L p. 98. 

* FactifniU ftun FapyruM EgyptiUii, Pv M. PklaM d'Arennea. FL 19, IhiM 
7and8. 
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tion from tlioBe who had witnessed it. The emotion that 
filled all hearts could find adequate utterance only in song 
and public rejoicing, in honour of their divine Protector. 

The sacred dance was a part of most ancient religions. 
Even now the young women of Egypt thus greet the rising 
of the Nile — a relic of the old sacred festival of the river. 
The Indians, in antiquity, danced before the rising sun, in 
his honour, and sacred dances were in use among the 
Eomans. Indeed, the Greek Church stills retains at Easter 
some traces of this antique form of worship, and the danc- 
ing dervishes of Turkey and Central Asia are well known. 
It seemed, in fact, to the ancient world as fitting to express 
their joy thus as by singing, to which it appeared the nat- 
ural adjunct, expressive of the gladness of the worshipper^s 
whole being.* It is not surprising, therefore, that the He- 
brew word for a religious festival means, literally, a circling 
dance,* or that when Moses asked Pharaoh to let the peo- 
ple go, to hold a feast to Jehovah in the wilderness, the 
word refers to this chief characteristic of such festivities.* 
The deliverance of the nation, by the direct intervention of 
Jehovah in its behalf, was hence naturally celebrated by a 
solemn festival in His honour, in which sacred dances took 
a prominent part. But the dance was always an accompani- 
ment to song, and this was provided in the grand lyric 
known as the Song of Moses — the oldest and noblest tri- 
umphal ode we possess. It ran thus : * 

1 Bzod. xxxll. 6. There are 8tl]I, at fixed times, sacred dances in the Cathedral of 
Seville, as part of the pnhllc worship. 

* Hag, m Qesenins, 9th edition, p. 252. 

* Exod V. 1. It is the same in Lev. xxlii. 41, Ye shall keep feast (or * dance 
nnto Jehovah seven days in the year.*' In Ps. xiii 4, ** The malUtade that kept holy 
day," is literally, " that celebrated rellgioos dances." 

« See translationB of Koster (jStudisn k. Krttiken, 1881, p. 69), Knobel, Ewald, 
Herder, Bnnsen, and BMIaeh. 
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I will sing to Jehovah, for He hath triumphed gloriouslyi * 

The horse and its rider hath He hurled * into the sea. 

Jehovah is my Victory and Song: He is my deliverer; 

He is my God, I will praise Him ; 

The God of my fathers, I will exalt Him ! 

Jehovah is a hero of war: Jehovah is His name! 

The chariots of Pharaoh and his Might He cast into the sea: 

His chosen captains* were drowned in the Weedy Sea. 

The depths covered them ; 

They sank to the bottom like a stone.* 

Thy right hand, O Jehovah, glorious in power. 

Thy right hand, 0 Jehovah, broke in pieces the foe. 

In the greatness of Thy excellency Thou hast overthrown them that 
opposed Thee, 

Thou didst let loose Thy fiery indignation, and it consumed them like 
stubble.® 

Before the breath of Thy nostrils ® the waters piled themselves up ; 

The floods stood up like a dam — 

The waves were congealed in the midst of the sea. 

The foe said: I will pursue: I will overtake : 

I will divide the prey; I will glut my revenge on them, 

I will draw out my sword, and destroy them.” 

Then thou breathedst with Thy wind; the sea covered them: 

They whirled down, like lead, in the rushing waters. 

Who is like unto Thee, among the gods, 0 Jehovah! 

Who is like unto Thee; so great in Thy majesty I 
So fearful in glory; doing such wondrous deeds! 

1 Literally, He ie gloriooBly glorioiu. > As from a sling. 

* Officers of the highest rank especially attending the Pharaoh. 

^ The weight of their armour would make them helpless to escape The corselets 
of the officers were of bronze, with sleeves reaching nearly to the elbow, and coTer- 
ing the whole body, and the thighs nearly to the knees. The chariot waiTiors also 
are always represented with heavy coats of mail. Wilkinson, vol. i. p. 8d6. 

^ The word for stnbble in the Hebrew text is Egyptian. 

* A poetical expression for the natural agency of the stormy wind All natural 
phenomena are thus ascribed by the Hebrews to the direct act of God—*' Gk>d than- 
ders,''—** God gives rain,’ w‘ Gk>d giveth snow,” etc. 
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Thou stretchedst out Thy right hand, 

Then the earth swallowed them up. 

Thou leddest by Thy grace the people whom Thou didst ladeeoiy 
Thou leddest them by Tny strength to Thy holy habitation. ‘ 

The peoples shall hear it and be afraid, 

Trembling shall seize the inhabitants of Philistia.* 

The princes of the tribes of Edom are in terror; 

The mighty men * of Moab, trembling seizes them; 

The inhabitants of Canaan melt lor fear ! 

Fear and dread fall on them. 

At the greatness of Thine arm they stiffen, in terror, like stone, 

Till Thy people, 0 Jehovah, have passed over;^ 

Till Thy people, whom thou hast made Thine own, have passed over, 
Till Thou hast brought them in, and planted them on the mount vi 
Thine inheritance.* 

The place, 0 Jehovah, which Thou hast m^de Thy dwelling; 

The Sanctuary, 0 Jehovah, which Thy hands have prepared! 

Jehovah is king for ever and ever ! 

For Pharaoh’s horse, and his chariots, and his riders, went into the 
Sea, 

And Jehovah brought back over them the waters; 

But the children of Israel went on, dry, through the depths. 

> PaleBtine. 

* The first who would expect an invasion. Pelasheth, the country of the Phffia* 
tines, is, as ban been said, the original of the name Palestine. 

s Literally, the rams,'' a metaphor for strength, etc. See Jer. zlviii. 29, 41. The 
men of Moab were famous for their strength and size. The metaphor applies aptly 
to them as great “ sheep'masters.'' 

* The Jordan. 

Palestine, a country of hills, was holy to Jehovah, and is probably meant, as a 
whole, but the allusion may be to Mount Moriah, at Jemaalem; though it was not 
used for sacred purposes till after David bought the threshing-fioor of Araunah, on 
it, and Solomon crowned it with his temple. In Isa. Ixv. 9, Canaan is called by Je- 
hovah, ** My monntalns." It is also called ** that goodly mountain,'' Dent. iii. 2fi, 
and this mountain," in Ps Ixxvih. 54. It is ulso called in that verse, " Bis Sanctu- 
ary," as lu the Song of Moses, though the words may be translated, " His holy 
border." 
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The burden of this magnificent ode sank into the hearts 
of the Hebrew race, and fired the genius of inspired poets, 
century after century, reappearing again and again in psalm 
and prophecy/ As here, the strain of all these allusions to 
the great deliverance is, that not unto us, not unto us, 0 
Lord, but unto Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy and for 
Thy truth^s sake/^® Nor did its echoes die away with the 
Jewish dispensation. As a triumphant celebration of God^s 
victory over His enemies, it is even transferred in the Apoca- 
lypse to those who stand on tlie sea of glass mingled with 
fire, having the harps of God, and singing ‘‘the song of 
Moses the servant of God, and of the Lamb.''^ 

Uttered first, in all probability, by a single voice, from 
some point which lifted the reciter above the vast multitude, 
its refrain was caught up by the women and maidens of 
Israel, and sung by them as they danced for joy, their tam- 
bourines held over their head, and struck in unison as they 
moved. Miriam,® the sister of Aaron and Moses, noblest 
as well as first of the daughters of the people, led the way, 
the whole chorus of sisters following, their right hands beat- 
ing in time the skin disk of their simple instrument, round 
which rows of shells, or pieces of metal added to the joyful 
noise. Then would strike in the deep, solemn chorus of the 
men, eveiy voice expressing, in its loudest chant, enthusi- 
asm and gratitude for the wondrous deliverance vouchsafed. 
In one of the Psalms we have a glimpse of a scene in some 
respects similar : the rejoicings at the consecration of the 
Tabernacle erected by David. Then, Singers went before ; 

* See Pb. Ixxvii. 12-^ ; Ixxviii. ; cv. ; cvi ; cxiv s Pb. cxv. 1. 

s Miriam is called a ** prophetess,'' bnt this often means in Scriptnre only one who 
says or makes known the doings of Ood, or His praises, whether with or without 
musical instruments Thus the singers appointed by David are called ** prophets," 
and are said "to prophesy with harps," etc., and “to give thanks and to praise the 
liord." 1 Chron. zz?. 1-1. 
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players on stringed instruments followed after, and, be- 
tween, came damsels playing on timbrels.* In full choir, 
the sons and daughters of the Fountain of Israel praised 
God, even Jehovah ; ” * David and all the House of Israel 
l>laying before Jehovah with all their might and with sing- 
ing/ even on harps, and on psalteries, and on castanets,* and 
on cymbals. 

Traditions of an event so striking as the escape of the 
Israelites, lingered for ages among the neighbouring peoples. 
The tribes on the east of the lied Sea, says Diodorus of 
Sicily, who was in Egypt shortly before the birth of Christ, 
“ have a tradition which has been handed down among them 
from age to age, that the whole bay at the head of the sea 
was once laid bare by ebb tides, the water heaping itself on 
the other side, so that the bottom was seen.^^ Artapanus, a 
Greek who lived some time before Christ, and wrote a book 
on the Jews, of which some fragments have been preserved 
by Eusebius, records that ^‘the priests of Memphis were 
wont to say that Moses had narrowly studied the time of 
ebb and flow of the Red Sea, and led his people through it 
when the sand was bare. But the priests of Hieropolis tell 
this story otherwise. They say that when the king of Egypt 
pursued the Jews, Moses struck the waters with his rod 
and the waters forthwith turned back, so that the Israelites 
passed over dryshod. But the Egyptians having ventured on 
the same dangerous path, were blinded by fire from heaven, 
and the sea having rushed back to its bed, they all perished, 
partly by the thunderbolts, partly in the waters. • 

A theory advanced by Brugsch, with respect to the 

1 The tambourine is still used uDiverssUy in the Bast by women when they denct 
or sinjif. Niebuhr, in Rosenmtlller's Scfu^ia^ vol. i. p. 495. 

* Pb. Ixvlll. 25, 26. Ewald. 

^ 2 Sam. yi. 5. Septuagint and most recent critics. 

4 Literally. See also Ps. cl. 8-5. • is. 87, 486^ 
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scene of the destruction of Pharaoh^s host, has excited some 
attention. This eminent scholar, differing from all others, 
supposes that the Israelites, instead of turning southward 
towards Suez, marched to the north-east, in the direction of 
Pelusium.* Baal-zephon, he thinks, was a temple on Mount 
Casios, outside the Egyptian boundary wall, in the direction 
of Canaan, while, instead of the Bed," he rightly thinks 
we ought to read the Weedy Sea a name given not only 
to the Red Sea but to the wide and terrible abysses known 
as the Sirbonian Lakes, between Pelusium and Goshen, near 
the Mediterranean coast. Between these lakes and the Med- 
iterranean there still runs a narrow bar of coast, forming 
a possible line of communication between Egypt and Pales- 
tine, but covered in great storms by the foaming waters of 
the outside ocean. Along this pathway, he supposes, the 
Israelites were led in safety, while Pharaoh^s army, attempt- 
ing it, were met by a blinding storm, which submerged the 
narrow coast line, and threw them into such confusion that 
they lost their way, and were swallowed up in the bottom- 
less lakes at its southern edge. We cannot adopt this hy- 
pothesis, but the great reputation of M. Brugsch claims a 
statement of it in his own interesting words. 

According to monumental indications," he says, ^^in 
accordance with what the classic traditions tell us of it, the 
Egyptian route led from Migdol to the Mediterranean, up 
to the wall of Gerrhon (the fortified wall of Egypt), at the 
extremity of the Lake of Sirbonis." 

Separated from the Mediterranean by a tongue of land 
which offered in ancient times the only Egyptian way into 
Palestine, this lake, or rather lagoon, covered with a rich 
vegetation of rushes and papyri, but in our day almost dried 

> Peliiflliim s Mud-town (Btd. art. ** Sin ^ 
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ap, hid the unforeseen danger which lurked in the nature ol 
its borders, and in the presence of its fatal gulfs, of which an 
ancient author has left us the following description : 

‘ On the side of the Levant, Egypt is protected, partly 
by the Nile, partly by the desert, and by the swampy plains 
called by the name of Barathra, gulfs. There is in Coele- 
Syria and in Egypt, a lake which is not very large, of a 
prodigious depth, and in length about 200 stadia.* It is 
called Sirbonis, and is very dangerous to the traveller ap- 
proaching it unawares, for its basin being very narrow, like 
a ribbon, and its swampy borders very wide, it often happens 
that these are covered with a mass of sand, brought by the 
continual south winds. This sand hides from sight the 
sheet of water which intermingles with the soil. Through 
this, whole armies have been swallowed up, in ignorance of 
the place, and from having mistaken their way.* The sand 
slightly trodden on, leaves at first only the trace of the steps, 
and thus deceives those who have venturea or it, until, sus- 
pecting their danger, they seek to save themselves at the 
moment when there remains no means of escape. For a man 
thus engulfed in the mud can neither move nor extricate 
himself, the action of the body being hindered : neither can 
he get out of it ; having no solid support by which to raise 
himself up. This intimate mixture of the water and the 
sand, constitutes a kind of substance on which it is impos- 
sible to walk, and through which one cannot swim. Thus, 
those who find themselves caught there, are dragged away to 
the bottom of the abyss, since the banks of sand sink with 

* About twenty-five miles. 

» Compare Milton, Par. Lost, II. 592 

** A gulf profound as that Serbonlan bog 
Betwizt Damiata and Mount Caaioa old. 

Where anniea whole have sunk.'* 
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them. Such is the nature of these plains, to which the 
name Barathra — gulfs — ^perfectly suits. 

The Hebrews, on approaching this tongue of land in the 
north-east direction, found themselves thus confronted by 
these gulfs : or, according to the Egyptian texts, opposite 
Khirst — ^the ancient name, which answers exactly to the 
gulfs in the Lake of Sea Weed — near the place Gerrhon. 
Thus will be perfectly understood the Biblical expression 
Pi-hahiroth, a word which literally designates ‘ the entrance 
to the bogs,^ and agrees with the geographical situation. 
This indication is finally pointed out by another ; — for Baal- 
zephon — ^ the Master of the North ^ — was, as Baal Zaponni — 
the Egyptian god Amon, of Thebes, the great falconer, who 
crossed the lagoons ; the master of the northern countries, 
and, above all, of the marshes, to whom the inscriptions give 
the name of the Master of Khirst, that is to say, ^gulf ^ of 
the papyrus lagoons. To the Greeks he became Zeus Casios, 
and had a sanctuary at the point of the extreme Egyptian 
frontier on the eastern side. . . . 

After the Hebrews crossed on foot the shallows which 
extend between the Mediterranean and the Lake of Sir- 
bonis, a high tide overtook the Egyptian horsemen and 
the captains of the chariots of war who fiercely pursued 
them. Baffled in their movements by the presence of their 
frightened horsemen, and thrown into disorder by their 
chariots of war, there happened to these soldiers and char- 
ioteers, that which in the course of history has sometimes 
occurred, not only to simple travellers, but also to whole 
armies. • . • 

^'When, in the first century of our era, the geogra- 
pher Strabo, a wise man and great observer, was travel* 


> niodoras. L 80. 
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ling in Egypt, he entered in his journal the following 
notice : 

^ At the time of my sojourn in Alexandria, there was 
a high tide at the town of Pelusium, and near to Mount 
Casios. The waters inundated the country, so that the 
mountains appeared to be islands, and the road near them, 
leading towards Pelusium, became practicable for ships/ 

Another fact of the same nature is related by an ancient 
historian. Diodorus, in describing a campaign of King 
Artaxerxes, against Egypt, mentions a catastrophe which 
happened to his army at the same place : 

' When the Persian king,^ says he, ^ had united all his 
troops, he made them advance toward Egypt. Having 
arrived at the Great Lake, where they found places named 
gulfs, he lost part of his army, because he was ignorant 
of the character of this region.^ " * 

This theory, which seems so plausible, has not, however, 
as has been said, commended itself to scholars, and has been 
rudely shaken by recent investigations of the locality. In- 
stead of a connected road along the shore, it has been found 
that there is a long interval which is bare only at ebb tide, 
making it almost impossible to pass by this way to Palestine.* 
The coast line may certainly have changed in three thousand 
years, but, even if so, the fact that this route would have 
brought the Hebrews face to face with the Egyptian army 
at Pelusium seems conclusive that it could not be the one 
followed by Moses. 

The Egyptian account of the escape of the Hebrews from 
the Kile valley is necessarily very different from that of the 
Bible, but its very contrast is interesting, while some details 

* TrantacUoM OrieniaUit CongrtM^ 1874, pp. 277-978. 

* JRci^ Fund 1880, p. 148. 

yOL.IL— 16 
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seem to throw light on particulars not otherwise known. 
Manetho, the Egyptian historian, paraphrased, and in part 
quoted verbatim by Josephus, thus describes it : * 

^^Amenophis (a corrupted form of Menophthis or Me- 
nephtah) had a desire to see the gods, as Horus,* one of his 
predecessors, had done, and had told this to another Ameno- 
phis, the son of one of the priests of Apis — tlie Sacred Ox — 
who had the reputation of being inspired, from his wisdom, 
and because he could foretell things future. Tliis man had 
said to him that he would see the gods when he liad cleansed 
the country of all lepers ® and other polluted persons. The 
king, rejoiced at this, gathered every one who had a bodily 
uncleanness, from every part of Egypt, to the number of 
80,000, and sent the whole to the quarries on the east side of 
the Nile, to work in fchem, and be wholly separated from the 
other Egyptians. Among them, Manetlio says, were some 
priests of note who were polluted by leprosy. The wise, 
prophetic man, Amenophis, now dreaded the wrath of the 
gods on himself and the king, when he saw how these men 
(the lepers, etc.) were treated, and in the end he predicted 
that certain people would come to their help, and would 
rule over Egypt thirteen years. Yet he did not venture to 
say this to the king, but he committed it to writing for him, 
and then killed himself. The king, at all this, was in 
great trouble. Then,^^ says Josephus, Manetho continues, 

^ When these people had lived miserably in the quarries for 

1 Job., CktfUra AjAon^ i. 15, 26, 29. I use the TeiBlon of BnnBen, founded on the 
best text of Josephus. Urkunden, vol. i. p. 184. 

* The last king of the Eighteenth Dynasty. 

* The leprosy was regarded by the ancients as a disease peculiar to Egypt. Pliny 
(zxvi. 1) calls it so, as also does Diodorus (i. 80). Lucretius says expressly, ** Leprosy 
is a disease l)fim in Egypt, along the waters of the Hlle, and nowhere else.*' So that 
the Hebrews brought it with them from their Egyptian sUv^f (Quoted in Uhle- 
mann, p. 60. 
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a good while, the king was asked to appoint them as a 
colony and guard, in the city Avaris, then lying desolate, 
through the departure of the Shepherds (the Hyksos). 
This town from the first had belonged to the god Setb 
or Typhon (the evil one). "When, now, they had gone to 
this town, and had thus reached a point from which they 
could readily break out of the country, they made a certain 
priest of Heliopolis, by name Osarsiph — the consecrated to 
Osiris — their leader, and swore a solemn covenant that they 
would obey him. He gave them first, as a law, that they 
should not bow down before any of the gods, and that 
they should not refrain from eating the holy animals most 
revered in Egypt, but should kill and use them all for food, 
and they were further to associate with none but members 
of their league. After he had given them these laws, and 
others similarly opposed in the highest degree to Egyptian 
customs, he commanded them to strengthen the walls of 
Avaris to the utmost, and prepare for war against Ameno- 
phis, the king. Moreover, he gathered round him some of 
the other priests and polluted ones, and sent ambassadors to 
the town called Jerusalem, to the Shepherds whom Thoth- 
mes had driven out. He told them his position and that of 
his fellow-outcasts, and besought them to invade Egypt 
along with him. He promised to lead them first to Avaris, 
the city of their fathers, and to provide tliem richly with all 
necessities, if required, and to subdue the country to them 
without difficulty. They, greatly pleased, forthwith came 
to Avaris with 200,000 men. When, now, Amenophis, the 
king of Egypt, learned of the invasion of these people, lie 
was in^great fear, had the holy animals which were held in 
the highest honour, and kept in the temples, brought to his 
capital, and commanded the priests to conceal all the images 
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of the gods as securely as possible, and sent his son Sethos— 
who was five years old, and was called, also, Bameses, after 
Rameses, the father of Amenophis — ^to his friend the king 
of the Ethiopians. He himself crossed the west arm of the 
Nile with his army, which consisted of about 300,000 
soldiers of the greatest prowess. Yet when he reached 
the enemy, he fought no battle, but taking the fancy 
that he was fighting against the gods, he fied and came 
back to Memphis. There he took the Apis and the other 
holy animals which he had collected round him, and 
marched off with them, and with his whole army, and a 
multitude of Egyptians, to Ethiopia, the king of which — 
at once his friend and tributary — received him, and pro- 
vided all his train with everything the land offered for food, 
besides granting them sufficient cities and villages, for the 
thirteen years during which he believed the sovereignty of 
Egypt was to be taken from him. In addition, the king of 
Ethiopia set an army on the watch on the borders of Egypt, 
along with those whom King Amenophis had left behind 
him there. This happened in Ethiopia. But the Jeru- 
salemites who had invaded the land, along with those 
polluted ones of Egyptian origin, bore themselves so cruelly 
that the dominion of the Shepherd Kings seemed a golden 
age \o those who saw the present wickedness. For not only 
did they destroy the towns: they even burned down the 
temples, and mutilated the carved images, and habitually 
used the holy of holies of the venerated sacred animals 
for kitchens, and forced the priests and prophets of the 
holy animals to kill them (for food), after which these 
venerable men were themselves killed, and their bodies 
thrown out, naked, on the streets. It is said that the 
nnii Osarsi^h of Heliopolis, who founded their state and 
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made their laws, when he went over to these people, changed 
his name and was called Moses/ 

I pass over,^^ says Josephus, for brevity, other partic- 
ulars which the Egyptians relate of the Jews. Manetho, 
however, tells further, that Amenophis afterwards returned 
from Ethiopia with a great army, and with his son Rameses, 
who also led an army : that they fought with the polluted 
ones, overcame them, killed many, and drove the rest to the 
boundaries of Syria." 

The confusion of events and times is evident in this 
strange story ; but thejre seems to glimmer through it a 
proof that the Exodus was preceded by fierce religious dis- 
putes between the Hebrews and the Egyptians, and by terri- 
ble persecutions, extending even to the better classes. The 
reproach of leprosy, indeed, was only an ordinary expression 
of religious hatred, embodying the idea of religious rather 
than physical impurity ; for all unclean " persons were 
habitually denounced in this way. Leprosy has always been 
more or less prevalent in the Hile valley. Indeed, it was 
regarded by the ancients as a disease peculiar to it, but it is 
now known that it was common and much dreaded in Meso- 
potamia, from which the Jews came. The hero Gis-dubar in 
the Deluge tablet has to go to the spirit-land to be cured of 
it, as no man could cure it. His body, we are told, was full 
of leprosy, his skin consumed by it. He could only be healed 
by bathing in some water of the other world, and, having 
done so, his skin returned to health and shone like snow, so 
completely was he cleansed. Till then he had been banished 
from his city, but now he could go back to it. The purifica- 
tion lasted six days and seven nights. So sorely had he been 
stricken that his body had been covered with ulcers. It is 
easy from this to see that the Egyptians had good grounds. 



THE XAECH TO SIHAI. 


in speaking of Western Asiatics, and among them the Ho* 
brews, as leprous. 

The first camping place of the Hebrews, after their leav- 
ing the farther side of the Eed Sea, appears to have been 
the spot known still as Ayun Mfisa — the Springs of Moses. 
To reach it they would need to advance round what is now 
the Gulf of Suez, to a little oasis in the desert sands, some 
miles southwards from the present town of Suez and some 
distance back from the Red Sea waters. I went to it by 
boat, across the Gulf, and then by riding, Egyptian fashion, 
on a donkey, over the unspeakably barren tract between it 
and the shore, once itself under the waters which it now 
borders. Crystals of salt sparkle on the surface of the hard 
sand, roughened only by stone, or stray plants that can stand 
such a soil. Channels of winter torrents seam it into low 
hollows, here and there, but on all sides, one sees only vari- 
eties of forbidding waste. Ayun Musa has several springs, 
but the largest, known as that of the Three Palms,” is the 
richest in vegetation. As you approach, over reaches of 
loose sand like that of any beach, above high water, some 
palms, half invisible from the sandy dust on their fronds, 
are seen struggling through the yellow moving sand waves. 
The highest are poor stunted things, and between these and 
others, barely rising off the sand, are some of all low heights. 
There is sand round them, sand on them, sand everywhere. 
The large pond — of the Three Palms — I found to be fifty 
steps round. In fact, it is about the size of a horse pond and 
of no depth. Nor is there any strength in the spring, for 
the outlet is so shallow and narrow that a single stone of 
no great size is enough to fill up its channel. What water 
flows out, is led to the wretched palms at hand, but it can 
do little indeed for them, in such surroundings. As to gar* 
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Aem, it is ont of the question to speak of them. Among 
the dwarf palms, a few wretchedly poor Arabs had made a 
shelter of some palm fronds, in which no one in England 
would have housed an animal, and this was their home. 
The place could only he noticed at all, from the hideous 
sandy desert in which it is found. The whole so-called oasis 
is f.Dout five furlongs in circumference. There are several 
springs, some of them warm — that is, from seventy to 
eighty-four degrees Fahrenheit, but the water is, in some 
cases, very salt and bitter, though in others quite drinkable, 
and only slightly brackish. I was too disgusted with the 
squalor of everything round the largo spring, to go to the 
others, but, at the best, the Hebrews must have been sorely 
pressed to think much of them. As to a supply for any 
number of people such as the Hebrews, in themselves, and 
their followers, things must have been very different to have 
yielded it. 

The huge Hebrew camp broke up at last from this spot, 
after we know not how long a stay, and the host moved on, 
following its leader, to the south. On their right, across 
tlie narrow ribbon of blue sea, rose the wild peaks of the 
Ataka mountains, almost the last glimpse they were to have 
of Africa ; on their left, Asia was shut out from them by 
the hills of El Baha ; the western edge of the upland wilder- 
ness of the Tih. The track still used for caravans from 
Sinai, to Suez or Cairo, must have been followed ; leading 
them wearily, at some distance from the sea, amidst the 
glowing heat of skies without a cloud, scorching even as 
early as March, over a desert hard to the feet, and strewn 
with sharp flints. Wadys, mostly dry, but occasionally 
trickling with salt-tasting water, had to be crossed, but no 
drinkable springs Invited the vast host to refresh them* 
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selves and their herds. Everything was dreary and barren. 
Nothing living met their eye, except, perhaps, a raven, a 
beetle, or a lizard. High sand-hills shut out the sea on 
their right ; the Ealia hills frowned down on tliem on the 
other side of the march, and the road, 'whitened with the 
bleaching bones of camels which had fallen ])v the way,® in 
the past, grew more rolling and hilly as they advan(*ed. It 
was the wilderness of 8hur, that is, of tin* gn'at frontier 
wall, known also, as that of ^^Ethain,^* the wall “ forts.'’* 
For three days the vast multitude toiled along, relying on 
the waterskins they had brought with them ; but these wei’c 
at last exhausted, and the agonies of thirst began to tell on 
all. It was a dismal beginning of their new history, and 
contrasted keenly with the expectations tliey must have 
formed after their triumphal deliverance from Pharaoh. 
The coast of the Red Sea along which the Hebrews marched 
continues the same as to Ayun Mhsa — a raised beacli with 
long intervals of hard gravel, roughened by hillocks and 
waves of sand, in low terraces and knolls, where the surface 
has, in past ages, been sawn through by torrents, or stretched 
out by the sea. Many torrent beds, dry except after storms, 
but sometimes deep and dangerous with sudden floods, dur- 
ing the rainy season, break the level, at times indenting the 
shore for the breadth of a mile. Fierce hurricanes, filling the 
air with sand, are not infrequent at some times of the year, 
and occasionally overpower both man and beast. It is to be 
hoped the Hebrews had neither floods nor sandstorms on 
their weary, burning route. At last, however, they reached 
Huwarah, then known as Marah, and found water, but it 
was too salt and bitter to drink.* Their moral training had 
already begun. Jehovah had saved them at the Red Sea, 

> Ezod. XV. 22. Nam. zxzili. 8 * Marah,'* in Riehm, p. 258. 
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and would have them leant to tnist Him for the future 
But it was a hard lesson, and the camp once more broke out 
in loud murmurs against Moses. It was, indeed, an awful 
test of their reliance on their unseen Guide and Protector. 
At dawn, in these regions, it is mild and balmy as an Italian 
spring, and inconceivably lovely in the colours it sheds on 
earth, air, and sky. But presently the sun bursts up from 
the sea, a fierce enemy that will force every one to crouch 
before him. For two hours his rays are endurable, but after 
that they become a fiery ordeal. The morning beams op- 
press you with a feeling of sickness, their steady glow blinds 
your eyes, blisters your skin, and parches your mouth, till 
you have only one thought — when evening is to come. At 
noon the heat, reverberated by the glowing hills, is like the 
blast of a limekiln. The wind sleeps on the reeking shore. 
The sky is a dead white. Men are not so much sleeping as 
half senseless. They feel as if a few more degrees of heat 
would be death.* The shores of the Red Sea and the neigh- 
bouring regions, east and west, are, indeed, the hottest por- 
tion of the world, as may bo judged from the thermometer 
sometimes rising above the heat of boiling water at Suakim. 
Under such circumstances the want of water is an indescrib- 
able calamity, and the excitement and confusion when some 
is found, or is supposed to be found, are terrible. The 
crowd of thirsty men," says Buckingham, describing such a 
scene, plunged at once into the stream in the darkness of 
the night, ignorant of its depths, which drowned some of 
the horses. The cries of the animals, the shouting and 
quarrelling of the people, and the sense of danger on every 
hand was awful."* No wonder that in the wondrous open- 
ing passage of Mendelssohn^s '^Elijah," genius, trying to 
1 Bartoa'c J£io 0 aA,adad.,pw MS. • BacJringhain^t MuopaUmUOf toL tl p. 8 > 
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represent the despair of a whole people perishing from 
thirst — rafter giving it vent at first in sullen, restless mur- 
murings, pictures it as gathering at length a terrible cumu- 
lative strength, and bursting forth almost appallingly, in 
cries of heart-rending and importunate agony. 

Yet help was near at hand, could they but have believed 
in the God to whom they had vowed themselves so recently. 

And Moses cried unto Jehovah : and Jehovah showed him 
a tree, which when he had cast into the water, the waters 
were made sweet,” and the thirst of all relieved. A gra- 
cious promise was, besides, vouchsafed, that, if they faith- 
fully obeyed the Divine commands and followed Jehovah 
loyally, they would have no such diseases sent among them 
as had been inflicted on the Egyptians. 

Huwarah is from fifteen to seventeen hours of the slow 
tread of camels from Ayun Mfisa, and thus suits the posi- 
tion of Marah, as ^Hhree days” distant from that place. 
On a sand-hill on the caravan road to Sinai, surrounded by 
a few straggling palms and thorn bushes, there is still a 
shallow spring, from which Ebers, attempting to drink, was 
warned off by his guide with the cry, Morra, Morra,” the 
Arab for Marah, bitter.” Indeed, even after his adding 
brandy, it was found bitterly salt.* The Arabs and their 
camels only drink it when in the extremity of thirst, and 
even then some will not taste it.* The small quantity of 

> Ebers, p. 117. This Is caased the action of sesqaicarbonate of soda, with 
which the soil of the whole neighbourhood is impregnated. 

* Bnrckhardt, in Knobel's ExoditA^ p. 160. Robinson and Seotzen, however, saj 
their camels drank readily of it. Bobmson's Palest.^ vol. i. p. 106. Its taste seems 
to depend on the time of the year. Enencker supports the opinion that the 
Hebrews crossed the Bed Sea above Suez, at the ** Bitter Sea," the water then, he 
thinks, reaching thither. He conseqaently fancies Marah much farther to the north 
than Hnwanih. Pibd-LeoEieon, vol. iv. p. ill. There is certainly at the place he 
taidicates, Ain Hnba, three hours south of Suez, a very bitter spring, of much larger 
voinme than that at Huwarah. Brogsch and Hitzig also tutny this was ]ttxali» 
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water now found has been urged as a ground for questioning 
the correctness of its identification with the Marah of Exo- 
dus ; hut the sand may have choked up the spring in thou- 
sands of years, besides affecting the supply otherwise, and, 
moreover, there are traces of its much greater abundance in 
some years than in others. It is the first water found in 
any quantity after leaving Ayun Mfisa, and suits the re- 
quirements of the sacred narrative both as to distance, and 
from the fact that there are no other bitter springs in the 
neighbourhood.* 

Travellers, with one exception hitherto, have failed to dis- 
cover any tree or plant in the district which has any effect 
in sweetening the spring. Lesseps, however, tells us, that 
Arab sheiks assured him they were accustomed to put a kind 
of barberry which grows in the desert into such bitter water, 
to make it palatable;^ and the remark of Palmer is worthy 
of notice, that the Bedouins use the word tree for every- 
thing with any medicinal properties.® There are, besides, 
in otlier countries, plants and trees with the very qualities 
ascribed by Exodus to the tree of Marah. Thus a tree which 
grows on the coast of Coromandel — the Nellimaram — sweet- 
ens bitter water. The missionary, Kiemander, tells us that 
a spring in the Mission garden, having become bitter from 
want of rain, was made palatable by throwing into it a 
branch of this tree, and this is confirmed by another mis- 
sionary, Sattler. The bottoms of newly dug wells are, in- 
deed, floored with the Nellimaram, by the Tamulese, for 
the very purpose of keeping the water sweet. In Peru, also, 

■apposing that the crossing took place at the Bitter Sea. It is indeed impossible to 
speak with confidence on matters of which so many details are unknown. 

> Bnrckhardt and Wellsted, quoted by Knobel, p. IGO. Seetzen's Jieisen, toI. ill 
p. 117. 

* Ebers* i>urfiA Qfmn* p. 117. 


* DMtrtqf (he vol 1. p, 8fi 
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there is a plant called Yerva by the Spaniards, which has 
the power of purifying any water, however salt or bad, and 
making it drinkable. The people carry it with them when- 
ever they travel any distance, to correct the unwholesome- 
ness of the water on the road.* 

Breaking up * from Marah, the next station, two hours 
farther on, was Elim — the trees — so called from sev- 
enty palms which marked the presence of no fewer than 
twelve springs. This spot, so inviting to the Hebrews, is 
identified by most with the Wady Gharandel, only two and 
a half hours south of Huwarah or Marah. It is a broad 
hollow running north-east to south-west, from near the hill 
chain of El Baha to the sea, a distance of about twelve 
miles. It is, after that of the Wady Feirdn, farther on, the 
largest oasis of the Sinai Peninsula, and is still famous 
among the Arabs for the abundance of its waters, though 
their estimate in such matters is that of Orientals, rather 
than one from Western or Northern standards. Even so 
early as March, only shrunken threads of water, hardly deep 
enough to float a boy^s paper boat, were visible ; but, as he 
tells us, one need only have wandered in the desert for a 
few days to appreciate the worth and charm of even such a 
spot. When it has not rained for a length of time, the water 
does not reach the sea ; but the Arabs say that it does so 
after wet weather. It tastes somewhat salt, but is drink- 
able. A few palms, mostly low and bushy, with some tama- 
risks and acacias, ornament the valley, and strips of grass 

> Boeenmtiller'B Morgenland^ yot ii. p. 29. 

» The rapidity with which a large Eastern encampment breaks up is wonderfal. 
In quarter of the time which it would take a poor family in England to get the furni- 
ture of a single room ready for removal, the tents of a large encampment will be 
struck, and. together with all the movables and proviglons, packed away on the 
badu of camels, mules, or ass e s, and the whole party will be on its way, leaving not 
angora halter behind them. HdorUU£ible^yQl,\,'»,9t, 
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and herbage offer pasture for the camels of passi ig Arabs or 
travellers. 

At different times, in fact, the wady preset ts very dif- 
ferent appearances. Niebuhr says that, after rain, a pow- 
erful stream rushes through it. Burckhardt says that the 
spring from which the water flows is copious, but that the 
stream from it is only a small one, though the water is 
the best between it and Cairo. Robinson thinks that, though 
salt, it is not so disagreeable as that of Huwarah; and finally, 
Harper, on two occasions found a delightful small stream 
of good water running through the wady. There were 
bushes in plenty and clumps of the stunted palms of the 
desert. There were even pools in some parts, but they were 
only like those of a Scotch bum.” Forget-me-nots and 
maiden-hair ferns hung on the banks, and birds shewed 
themselves. There is, also, some pasture of the Eastern 
type, which is very poor, in some parts of the wady.* But 
vegetation seems to have been much more abundant in 
former times, for old travellers speak of it in glowing terms, 
dwelling on the many trees and the small copses it boasted, 
and especially noting the palms and numerous tamarisks ; 
though the destruction of trees by the Arabs for ages has 
no doubt lessened the general richness which greeted the 
Hebrews. The soil and the limestone hills which bound 
the valley are, on the whole, however, now very bare. On 
the other side of the sea, dark, shattered, and verdureless, 
rise the boundary hills of Upper Egypt, while the Baha 
chain shuts in the view on the east. But, if even now, the 
valley be hailed by the Arabs as almost a Paradise, in 
comparison with the desert in which it lies, what must 

1 Harper, The BHUt and Modern DUcorertee^ p. 118. r^iebuUr's Jftieebeech.^ voL i 
u. : Barckhardt's StfHa, p. 778. Ebers' Dutch Ooeen^ d. 1*20. 
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it have been 3,500 years ago to the weary and thirsty 
Hebrews ? 



From Elim, where they probably rested a few days, the 
way led through the Wady Taijibeh, a comparatively pleas- 
ant valley sprinkled with tamarisks, bushes, and palms, with 
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the dwarf trunks and shaggy branches peculiar to their kind 
in this stony region.* Water is found in wells, which have 
been sunk in past ages with great labour, but Seetzen heard 
of one spot with a rich spring and many date trees.* The 
road was hilly, and the view shut in on both sides ; the 
limestone of the past changing, as the host advanced, into 
red and light yellow sandstone, which by its bright colour 
lends a striking character to the landsciipe. Eight hours 
from Gharandel they had reached the huge jnoimtai]i mass 
of hard limestone, known perhaps ever since as Pharaoh^s 
Bath a blunted pyramid rising in layers for 1,000 feet, 
and broader than its height ; its sides so cleft, rent, worn, 
and naked, that it looks like the wreck of some giant con- 
flagration.* Great gaps, larger and smaller, lead far inward, 
and mineral springs, heated in its depths and passing 
through the cracks and faults of the rocks which stretch 
towards the coast, come to light on the shore amidst clouds 
of steam, as hot springs, disagreeably salt in taste, but 
famous among the Arabs, as a cure for all ailments. The 
name, Pharaoh^s Bath, they say, records how Pharaoh, for 
his sins against the Hebrews, was thrown into the boiling 
caldrons in the abysses under the liill, to suffer there in the 
scalding depths for ever. Before reaching it, the road had 
crossed Wady Useit, dotted with a few wild palms and a 
small pool of bad water ; then on, through limestone hills, 
to Wady Thai, where the road forks east and west up other 
wadys to Wady Taijibeh. The host of the Hebrews, with 
their herds and waggons, now passed through a succession 

X Bltter'8 E^kunde^ vol. xlv. p. 769. 

< Eberg Bays there is only a small spring of bad water. Durch Gosen^ p. 194. Who 
will reconcile these contradictions ? I presume the month of a traveller's visit and 
the drought or rain before it, acconnt for the very opposite appearances of the same 
plaee described. * Sbers' l>urch Qoam, p. 181 . 



240 


THE HJlBCH to SIHAI. 


of plains shut in by naked white-yellow hills and rocky 
walls of sandstone, many of which in the distance seem like 
the work of man. Closing on all sides like an amphitheatre, 
they so surround the traveller, that he looks in vain for an 
exit ; but, as he advances, the way opens of itself after a 
long, weary ascent. The road winds on thus from one plain 
to another, every short advance bringing a new view exactly 
similar to that just left. The shapes of the hills, indeed, 
vary, but as long as the sun is up the colours remain the 
same — yellow, gray, brown, and black ; the only tints, as it 
appears, that nature has had to spare for this desert region. 
There is little verdure, and even the creatures which make 
these parts their dwelling, the camel, the hyena, and the 
antelope, have the colour of the wilderness in which they 
are bred, in illustration of the fact that the creatures of any 
region are always found coloured so as to secure them the 
greatest safety, or to help them most in the struggle for life 
in that region. Mount Taijibeh, however, varies the land- 
scape, rising in sloping beds of different colours ; gold-3"el- 
low bearing on it great bands of red, then a broad belt of 
black, and this is crowned, finally, by a summit of yellow. 
Here, on the edge of the Ked Sea, amidst the sound of its 
waters, the tents of the Hebrews were once more pitched.* 
Why they were led thus to the shore again we can only con- 
jecture. Was it for the springs of fresh water for the host ? 
Or to take advantage of the landing port from Egypt for 
the Sinai mining region, which might secure them many 
commodities, of which they would hereafter stand in need ? 
Or was it to get food for the multitude, from the magazines, 
and from vessels in the harbour ? * 

» Num. xxxlii. 10. 

9 Ebers thinks that the number of men fit for war— 000,000— given as that of the 
Hebrews at the Exodus, must be a corruption of the toxl, copied from one transcribei 
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The road from the seashore encampment led for some dis- 
tance along the coast. Leaving the high ch^y cliffs of 
Wady Taijibeh, with their blinding glare, the Hebrews 
would enter on the plain of El Markha, called in Exodus 
the wilderness of Sin, which runs along the strand — a deso- 
late expanse of flints, gravel, and sand, nearly destitute of 
vegetation, broken from time to time by equally desolate 
wadys opening ou it from the interior. There is hardly any 
more dismal tract in the whole peninsula. Even in winter 
the heat is iTidescribable during the day, and it was now 


to the other. In explanation of his opinion he says : In Qoshen two millions of 
people— the gross number which 600,000 menpresupposes— not inclnding the Egyp- 
tians who lived among them, would have made a denser population than that of the 
kingdom of Saxony : in other words, it would not have been an agricnltural, far less 
a pastoral people, but a manufacturing. The whole area of Sinai,'' he continues, is 
about 2,000 square miles (English), so that if the Israelites had ever been equally dis- 
tributed over it, which is not said, and naturally could not have been the case— leav- 
ing out of the reckoning the resident tnbes of Midianites, Amalekites, etc.— the 
population to the square mile would have been 10 per cent, denser than in the Grand 
Duchy of Weimar ” * 

“The water supply is another difficulty. Assuming that the Prussian military 
allowance of two Prussian quarts daily— equal to half a gallon— was required for each 
person, a quantity rather too small than too great m such a climate, 1.000,000 gallons 
would be required each day, or 18,518 hogsheads. But all the cattle, which were very 
numerous, had, besides, to be supplied. Allowing only 10 hours a day for water- 
drawing, a time so short as to be wholly unequal to the requirements, a spring would 
have needed to yield 28 gaUons a second to supply the human wants, without reckon- 
ing those of the cattle. At the present time the Bedouins of the district are in serious 
trouble if a caravan of even a few hundred men draw water, in passing, from even 
their largest springs ; lest they shoold exhaust it for the time." The water-supply of 
London is at present 154,000,000 gallons a day— for, say 5,000,000 persons. On this 
scale, supposing the Hebrews, with the mixed multitude that went out with them, 
numbered in all, as many think, about 3,000,000, this would require a daily supply of 
about 68,000,000 gallons, Bhpposing this quantity to maintain the cattle and flocks as 
well. But oven if we lowered the required amount to 60,000,000 gallons a day it 
means no less than 207,857 tons weight of water every day. But the populousness, in 
ancient times, of neighbouring districts, now well-nigh aa barren as Smai, disturbs 
all these calculations. 

* At 11,500 square miles, the area of the peninsula given by the Ordnance Survey 
2,000,000 would give 174 to the square mile over the whole surface, counting the 
mountains as level ground. Palmer’s Sinai, p. 4. The 2,000 square miles of Sinai 
Buut refer only to the triangle of the Sinai mountains. 

VOL. IL-K 
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approaching the middle of the year, Prom about nine till 
eleven in the morning of a bright day," says Palmer, when 
the sun^s power is not yet tempered by a cooling sea breeze, 
travel is almost intolerable, especially to the new-comer. 
Heat is everywhere present, seen as well as felt. The waters 
of the gulf, beautiful in colour — deep azure far out from 
land ; slowly fading, as they near the shore, to the most del- 
icate blue, are mirror-like — almost motionless — ^breaking on 
the beach only in a sluggish, quiet ripple. The sky, also 
beautifully blue, is clear, hot, and without a cloud ; the soil 
of the desert is baked and glowing. The camel-men, usu- 
ally talkative and noisily quarrelsome, grow pensive and 
silent — their fiercest wrangles hushed in the heat of a fiercer 
sun. The camels grunt and sigh, yet toil along under their 
burdens, in a resolute plodding way which one can scarcely 
understand. Even the Bedouins, usually indifferent to the 
sun^s rays, draw their thalebs, or white linen tunics, over 
their heads and shoulders, and tramp along under the lee of 
their camels ; glad to avail themselves of the niggard scraps 
of shadow, which, though the sun is now approaching the 
meridian, the tall forms of these animals afford. When, at 
last, the sea breeze comes, one breathes a little more freely : 
the heat, though still great, feels less oppressive : clouds di- 
versify the sky : the sea breaks into life and motion, and all 
the conditions of the march improve. 

Evening brings with it, however, the pleasantest part of 
the day, but the halt is followed by a scene of uproar and 
confusion which almost baffles description. The baggage 
camels, in nine cases out of ten, stoutly refuse, at first, to 
sit dovm to be unloaded, and each animaPs refusal is the sig- 
nal for a savage onslaught from its master, aided by every 
available ally he can summon to the fray. The struggle 
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that follows is desperate and noisy : the camels resist with a 
hideous series of unearthly snarling roars : the Bedouins 
swell the din by yells and screams, and curse everything 
they can think of ; especially, of course, the camel, who, 
perverse as he is, gives in at last/^ * If, instead of a cara- 
van, we imagine a countless host, this vivid picture, no doubt, 
answers, in the main, in the unchanging East, to the scene, 
as the Hebrews toiled wearily on, with their wives, children, 
multitudinous herds, and vast aggregate of baggage. 

To add to the general distress, the stores of wheat, flour, 
and food of various kinds, brought from Egypt, which must 
have been enormous to have lasted so long, began to fail, in 
spite of any additions which may have been procured at 
their last station ; for it was now six weeks since they had 
crossed the Bed Sea. Water had failed them before, and 
the intolerable agonies of thirst had raised murmurs against 
Moses. Famine now threatened, and in the presence of 
this new fear, the miracles of the past were forgotten. 
Fierce cries rose against both Moses and Aaron, and bitter 
regrets were heard on all sides that they had not stayed in 
slavery on the Nile, where they had had flesh pots, and 
bread to the full.^^ * It is hard for even the best of men to 
trust calmly in the Providence of God when all human 
resources are failing, and it must hav^ been harder still for 
a mixed host like that of the Hebrews, to whom their very 
religion was new, to do so. They had not realized that since 
they were under the care of Jehovah Himself, they could 
never want. But flesh and bread were about to be supplied 
from sources they little imagined, for the evening saw a 
great flight of quails alight amidst the encampment, and on 
the ne^t morning manna covered the ground far and near. 

> Pilmer^s Saeptorations^ p. 90. 


t Sxod. zvi. 9. 
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Ifo great flocks of birds of any kind are found in the 
Sinai Peninsula, though one meets single birds, and among 
them larks -and our common starling. Quails, however, not 
unfrequently pass over it in great migratory swarms, on 
their way from the interior of Africa, in the late spring, 
when the Hebrews encountered them, and they necessarily 
alight for rest. They fly, as a rule, in the evening,* and al- 
ways before the wind,* keeping near the ground * — ^birds of 
the earth rather than of the air, as Pliny remarks.* Ex- 
hausted with their journey, they are easily killed with 
sticks, or caught in nets, or even by the hand.* The Egyp- 
tian monuments show such scenes, and the quails being 
snared by bird-catchers with nets and traps. They were 
eaten, in many cases, merely dried in the sun and salted, 
without being cooked — the monuments furnishing pictures 
of the process.* So plentiful, indeed, were these birds at 
times, that a colony of wretched Egyptian offenders, muti- 
lated by having the nose cut off, and banished to the mouth 
of Wady el Arish, on the coast between Egypt and Pales- 
tine, are recorded to have lived on them, by setting up nets 
made of split reeds, along the shore, to entangle them as 
they came, in clouds, tired and heavy, over the sea.’ These 
swarms are in fact familiar in many parts of the East. In 

> Exod. zri. 18. 

» Ps. IxxTiii. aj. Bead “ 8. E. wind,” for “ E.” 

• Our Tendon, in Nnm. xi. 81, reads as if the quails were two cubits thick on the 

ground, one over the other. It should be “flying about two cubits aboye the 
ground.” See Enobel, p 66. Also, Vulgate. The Targwn qf Onhdos rightly 

says, “ The wind bore them upon the camp at the breadth of a day^s Journey here, 
and a day's Journey there, round about the camp, and as at a height of two cubits 
over the face of the ground ” Dean Stanley snggests that instead of quails we 
should read storks, from the height above the ground, but the true sense shows the 
fancifnlness of this explanation. The stork, also, is uneatable. 

• Pliny, jVof. JBsf., x. 83. » Furrer, in Xaa?., vol. v. p. 

• Bbers' Burch Goscn^ p. 568. Bawliiison's Herod., U. 110. 

V Uiodorost i. 60. 
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Palestine, and on the Euphrates, they are very common 
after the spring rains, and immense numbers of birds are 
caught for food and sale — their flesh being greatly prized.* 
Their flight being weak, they instinctively select the shortest 
sea passages in their migrations, and avail themselves of any 
island as a resting place. Hence, in spring and autumn, on 
their way from Africa, and on their return to it, they are 
slaughtered in great numbers in Malta and the Greek 
islands, where they remain, each time, only a day or two. 
It was natural, therefore, that the Israelites should meet 
them in the desert of 8in, for they would follow the land in 
Africa till the Red Sea was narrowed by the projecting Sinai 
Peninsula, and take advantage of it to cross to Asia. In- 
deed, vast flocks are known to visit the Sinai deserts, even 
now, at the time of migration. Tristram tells us that in 
Algeria, also, he has found the ground covered with them, 
over many acres, at daybreak, where, on the preceding after- 
noon, there had not been one. They were so fatigued, he 
adds, that they scarcely moved till almost trodden upon. 
He noticed the same phenomenon in Palestine, on a smaller 
scale — catching one with his hands, in the Jordan valley, 
while another was actually crushed by his horse^s feet.* 

The supply of manna* has been variously explained ; but 
though natural phenomena may indicate the direction in 
which miraculous aid was vouchsafed, they are inadequate^ 
in their ordinary exhibition, to account for the whole facts 
recorded. One theory, which has met with favour from 
many, is that manna was simply the sugary exudation from 

1 Hammer, Quck. d. Osmmlschen Reiches^ 2te Anf. vol 1. p. 724. 

> Trlatram, HUU qfthe BihU, p. 281. 

* The word manna Beems to mean, primarily, a gift '' (from Qodi), bat that in ne 
way exclndea the play on it by the Hebrews, as was nsnal with them, by making it 
•loo mean What is it which its form permits. Han-hn was also an Egyptian 
word for the manna of the tamariak tree. 
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the twigs of the tamarisk tree, which from the earliest ages 
has been called man/’ or manna/’ by the Arabs. The 
twigs, not the feathery leaves, distil a sweet, syrupy, honey- 
like substance, which falls in heavy drops, and is gathered 
by the Bedouins and put into leather bags, to be used, in 
part as a relish with their thin flat bread ; partly for sale at 
Cairo, and to the monks of St. Catherine’s convent at Sinai. 

The tamarisk is richer in sap than almost any other 
growth of the Peninsula, retaining its greenness when every- 
thing else is withered by the fierce summer heat. Its 
manna ” exudes from punctures made by an insect in the 
tender skin of the twigs in spring. It flows most freely 
after heavy rain, but needs to be cleansed and prepared be- 
fore being fit for food. 

White manna ” is mentioned on the Egyptian monu- 
ments as a kind of vegetable food,* and was used both in 
oflerings, and in the laboratory as a medicine ; so that the 
substance has been known from the earliest times. The Bed- 
ouins still speak of it as raining from heaven,” because it 
falls from the trees with the dew. Like the true manna, it 
also lies on the ground like hoar-frost in the earliest morning. 
That there was dew when it fell, in the case of the Hebrews 
is, by the w^ay, a proof that their camp was not in the arid 
wilderness, but where water and pasture existed. The ap- 
pearance of worms ” in what was gathered, if kept too 
long, has been explained by that of the larvae of the fly 
that produces the tamarisk manna, which erelong show 
themselves, if it be not cleansed by passing through a 
coarse cloth. Like that of the Bible, this manna looks like 
coriander seeds ; tastes like honey, and melts in the sun.* 

To the objection that the tamarisk manna is found only 

* Ritter, Shrdkunde, yoL Yiii. AbedL L pp. 680 fl. 


t Ditrch 0<mn^ p. 2S6. 
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for a month or two in springs Hitter answers that it is not 
said in the Bible to have fallen every day of the year, but 
was only an addition to the food of the Hebrews, who had, 
besides, dates,* and docks and herds, for milk and flesh,* and 
doubtless bought food from the Amalekites, Midianites, and 
Ishmaelites who lived in the district, as they wished after- 
wards to do with the Edomites.* 

As to the smallness of the quantity now obtained. Bitter 
says, very justly, that the produce of the few trees at present 
existing, cannot be taken as a measure of that which a prob- 
ably much greater number yielded in the days of Moses. 
It is certain, indeed, that Sinai, in ancient times, was much 
more fertile than it has since become. There are still, in- 
deed, traces of ancient lakes, in the now arid valleys of Sinai, 
which have only gradually risen to their present elevation 
from a submergence in later geological ages of at least two 
hundred feet under the waters of the Eed Sea, raised beaches 
being found with shells, corals, and crinoids of species still 
living in the adjoining waters. The climatic changes of 
Palestine from a land of abundant rain to its present com- 
parative want of moisture must have affected the condition 
of a district so near it. There is no doubt, indeed, that the 
vegetation of the wadys has greatly decreased, in part as 
the inevitable effect of the winter torrents. The trunks of 
palm trees washed up on the shore of the Dead Sea, from 
which the living tree has now for many centuries disap- 
peared, show what may have been the devastation produced 
among those mountains, when the floods, especially in 
earlier times, must have been violent to a degree unknown 
in Palestine; whilst the peculiar cause — ^the impregnation 
of salt — ^which has preserved the vestiges of the older 
>Bxod.zT.8r. • Xzod.xU.88; xyU.S. <I)aat.ii.8. 
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yegetation there, hae, of course, no existence here, in 
Sinai.* 

Long before the children of Israel marched through the 
wilderness, says the Rey. F. W. Holland,* the mines 
were worked by the Egyptians, and the destruction of trees 
was probably going on. It is hardly likely that the Israel- 
ites themselves would have passed a year in an enemy's 
country, knowing that they were to march onwards, with- 
out adding largely to this destruction. Their need of fuel 
must have been great, and they would not hesitate to cut 
down the trees, and lay waste the gardens ; and thus, before 
they journeyed onwards from Mount Sinai, they may have 
caused a complete change in the face of the surrounding 
district. 

^^It is a well-known fact that the rainfall of a country 
depends in a great measure upon the abundance of its 
trees. The destruction of the trees in Sinai has, no doubt, 
diminished the rainfall, which has also gradually been less- 
ened by the advance of the desert, and decrease of cul- 
tivation on the north and north-west; whereby a large 
rain-making area has been gradually removed. 

^^In consequence, too, of the mountainous character of 
the Peninsula of Sinai, the destruction of the trees would 
have a much more serious effect than would be the case in 
most countries. Formerly, when the mountain-sides were 
terraced, when garden- walls extended across the wadys, and 
the roots of trees retained the moisture, and broke the force 
of the water, the terrible floods that now occur, and sweep 
everything before them, would be impossible. 

In the winter of 1867 I witnessed one of the greatest 
floods that has ever been known in the Peninsula. I was 

> Sinai and * JBtoovery qf J€ru8aleint p. SIS. 
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encamped in Wady FeirAn, near the base of Jebel Serbal^ 
when a tremendous thunder-storm burst on us. After little 
more than an hour^s rain, the water rose so rapidly in the 
previously dry wady, that I had to run for my life, and with 
great difficulty succeeded in saving my tents and my goods ; 
my boots, which I had not time to pick up, were washed 
away. In less than two hours a dry desert wady, upwards 
of 300 yards broad, was turned into a foaming torrent, eight 
to ten feet deep, roaring and tearing down, and bearing 
everything before it — tangled masses of tamarisks, hundreds 
of beautiful palm trees, scores of sheep and goats, camels 
and donkeys, and even men, women, and children ; for a 
whole encampment of Arabs was washed away a few miles 
above me. The storm commenced at five o^clock in the 
evening ; at half -past nine the waters were rapidly subsid- 
ing, and it was evident that the flood had spent its force. 
In the morning only a gently flowing stream, a few yards 
broad, and a few inches deep, remained. But the whole 
bed of the valley was changed. Here, heaps of boulders 
were piled up, where hollows had been the day before ; 
there, holes had taken the place of banks covered with 
trees. Two miles of tamarisk wood, situated above the palm 
groves, had been completely washed away, and upwards of 
1,000 palm trees swept down to the sea. 

The fact is that, in consequence of the barrenness of the 
mountains, the water, when a heavy storm of rain falls, runs 
down from their rocky sides Just as it does, in Britain, from 
the roofs of our houses. There is nothing in the vaUeys to 
check it, and so it gathers force almost instantaneously, and 
sweeps everything before it. The monks used formerly to 
build walls across the gullies leading down from the moun- 
tains ; they planted the wadys with fruit trees, and made 
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terraces for their gardens, and these checked the drainage 
and let it down by degrees, so that the storms in those days 
must have been comparatively harmless. The Amalekites 
and former inhabitants of the Peninsula, adopted probably 
the same means for increasing the fertility of their coun- 
try.” 

Fire, also, has played its part in making Sinai the desert 
it, in great part, now is ; for a spark from the pipe of a 
Bedouin may destroy all the trees of a valley. Charcoal for 
local mining purposes must, moreover, have been required 
from the earliest ages, and have caused a terrible destruction 
of trees. Even now, indeed, that made from the acacia may 
be said to be the only traffic of the Peninsula.* Camels 
loaded with it are constantly met on the way between Cairo 
and Suez. Hence, in the valleys from which the acacia 
wood was readily procured by the Hebrews, for the building 
of the Ark and many other sacred uses, the tree is now 
utterly unknown. 

The greater number of trees, formerly, would, moreover, 
not only increase the rainfall ; the fertility of the region, 
thus caused, would attract a denser population that can now 
exist in these regions, and their care and labour would in- 
crease the vegetable richness of the district. Not are indica- 
tions wanting, both in the Sinai Peninsula and in the desert 
regions south of Palestine, of the presence of a far larger 
population than the present. The Egyptian mines created 
extensive intercourse with the Me ; and in Edom, and the 
southern wilderness of the Tih, remains of cities still prove 
that a traffic and bustle of human life, almost inconceivable 
at this day, once animated these now silent landscapes. 

Yet, with eveiy allowance for greater fertilily over the 

s Sinai ana FOlsttinSf p. 87. 
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Peninsula and the desert north of it in the time of Moses, 
we fear that the explanation of the supply of manna as hav- 
ing come from the tamarisk tree is wholly inadequate. 

Another idea has, however, been advanced — that of its 
having been derived from the manna rains known in various 
countries. There is an edible lichen which sometimes falls 
in showers several inches deep, the wind having blown it 
from the spots where it grew, and carried it onwards. In 
1824 and in 1828, it fell in Persia and Asiatic Turkey in 
great quantities. In 1829, during the war between Persia 
and Russia, there was a great famine at Oroomiah, south- 
west of the Caspian Sea. One day, during a violent wind, 
the surface of the country was covered with what the people 
called bread from heaven,^^ which fell in thick showers. 
Sheep fed on it greedily, and the people, who had never 
seen it before, induced by this, gathered it, and having re- 
duced it to flour, made bread of it, which they found palata- 
ble and nourishing. In some places it lay on the ground 
five or six inches deep. In the spring of 1841, an amazing 
quantity of this substance fell in the same region, covering 
the ground, here and there, to the depth of from three to 
four inches. Many of the particles were as large as hail- 
stones. It was gray, and sweet to the taste, and made ex- 
cellent bread. In 1846, a great manna rain, which occurred 
at Jenischehr, during a famine, attracted great notice. It 
lasted several days, and pieces as large as a hazel-nut fell in 
quantities. When ground and baked it made as good bread, 
in the opinion of the people, as that from grain. In 1846, 
another rain of manna occurred in the government of 
Wilna, and formed a layer upon the ground, three or four 
inches deep. It was of a grayish white colour, rather hard, 
irregular in form, without smell, and insipid. Pallas, the 
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Bnssian naturalist^ observed it on the arid mountains and 
limestone tracts of the Great Desert of Tartary. In 1828, 
Parrott brought some from Mount Ararat, and it proved to 
be a lichen known as Parmelia EscuUnta, which grows on 
chalky and stony soil, like that of the Kirghese Steppes of 
Central Asia. Eversmann described several kinds of it, last 
century, as found east of the Caspian, and widely spread 
over Persia and Middle Asia. It is round, and at times as 
large as a walnut, varying from that to the size of a pin^s 
head, and does not fix itself in the soil in which it grows, 
but lies free and loose, drinking in nourishment from the 
surface, and easily carried off by the wind, which sweeps it 
away in vast quantities in the storms of spring, and thus 
causes the manna rains in the districts over which the 
wind travels.* 

It has been acutely remarked* that the description of 
manna in Exodus seems to imply that there were two kinds 
of it, since the same substance could not be ground in 
mills or beaten in mortars "and yet ^^melt in the sun." 
There would then be room for supposing that both the tree 
and the lichen manna may have played a part in the supply 
of the Hebrews ; but, in any case, there were special features 
which imply miraculous agency. The quantity of manna 
now gathered in the Peninsula in the best season is not 
more than 600 or 700 pounds weight a year, and generally 
not more than a third of this quantity, so that no probable 
estimate of the greater fertility of the district in ancient 
times qould suppose the production equal to the wants of 
the vast host of Israel. That which they enjoyed was nutri- 

1 Bitter, Xrdkunde^ toI. viii. Absch. L pp. 600 ft. MAcmillan's Footnote from fh$ 
Pago of Nature^ p. 104. 

s K a Mii cli, JSxodutt V BdbinBon'* PalutUu^ toI. 1. p. 170. Lftborde*t Etcothu 
and Ihmberot p. 97. 
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tious and Batisfying, whereas the tree manna is rather a con- 
diment than a food^ and was rightly classed by the Ancient 
Egyptians^ for its effects on the body^ as a drug^ and kept^ 
as such, in the medical storerooms found in all temples. 
That a double quantity fell on the sixth day, and none 
on the seventh, points,* moreover, to direct providential 
arrangements, and it certainly looks as if the tree manna, 
which has always been well known, could not have been so 
great a wonder to the Hebrews, as to have required a sample 
to be preserved to future generations. 

The explanations of earlier writers have, at times, been 
very curious. Manna was supposed, for instance, to have 
been the dust of trees blown off by the air, or sweet vapours 
rising from them, and falling, when condensed by the dew, 
in a thick honey -like substance. Air manna was the name 
given to this fanciful creation.* ^^The intense heat in 
Arabia, says Oedman, draws a number of sweet juices 
from the trees and shrubs growing there, and the odours of 
these rise in the air and float so long as they are lighter than 
the atmosphere, but thicken as the evening cools, and fall 
with the dew in a sticky, honey-like form." This theory is 
supported by authorities which are at least curious, however 
scientifically incorrect. Avicenna,* in his great book on 
medicine, describes manna as ^^a dew which falls on stones 
or plants, has a sweet taste, is of the thickness of honey, and 
hai'dens into a grain-like form." In another place he speaks 
of a kind of manna which is the vapour of trees and plants, 

^ The words ** abide ye every man in his place on the seventh day/* were held by 
one Jewish sect as a command that no one shonld move at all daring the irtiole 
Sabbath from tiie spot and position in which its commencement found him. Booth, 
On HegeHppw^ S, S.^ vul. i. p. SS5. 

V See a long list of authorities in BosenmUller's Das AlU u, Nsm Morgm^ms^ 
vol. ii. p. 84. 

* Bom near Bokhsim, ▲.!>. 878. IBedat Ecbatana, in Persia, a.d. 1088. 
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undergoing a certain preparation in the air and falling like 
honey, at night, on trees and stones. In the same way Aris- 
totle says, Honey falls from the air, especially at the ascent 
of the larger stars, and when the rainbow is seen, but not 
before the rising of the Pleiades.^' Pliny, agreeing with 
this, writes, From the rising of the Pleiades honey falls 
from the air, about daybreak. At that time the leaves of 
the trees are found bedewed with honey, and any one early 
afoot has his clothes as it were anointed, and his hair ropy.^^ 
Shaw, in strange keeping with these fancies, tells ^ us that 
when travelling in Palestine, his bridle and saddle were one 
night covered with sticky dew. The monks at Sinai also 
speak of manna falling on the roof of their cloister, but this 
may be the manna of the tamarisk, carried by the air. 

A number of trees, in fact, yield more or less of a sweet 
substance known as manna. Two kinds of ash in Sicily 
and Italy produce it; the camePs-thorn of India, Egypt, 
Arabia, Northern Persia, and Syria, is equally famous over 
these widely separate regions ; the plant called gharb, which 
grows in the valley of the Jordan, yields what is called the 
Beiruk honey ; and several kinds of oak, in different coun- 
tries, have also a saccharine exudation, due to the punctures 
of the leaves by insects. All these sorts, which, however, 
are rather a form of sugar than any more substantial food, 
are gathered for use ; but they throw little light, after all, 
on the manna of the Hebrews. The edible lichen seems in 
all respects most similar to the famous heavenly bread " of 
Sinai and the wilderness,’ but there is no record of its hav- 

> Fnrrer thinks the tamansk manna that of Bxodns. Bibel Lex.y voL !▼. p 109. 
So also does the author of the art ** Manna,'* in Riebm's Handwbrterbuch. Ebers* 
Ihtrch Gosen^ pp. 283-1547 Winer, RecUwOrterbuch, art ** Manna.” Ritter, Wrd- 
kund€t vol. ziv. pp. 665 it Mhhlan and Volck, Gesenius^ Lex,, 8te Anf. p. 478. 
Knobel, Exodus, p. 173. Captain Palmer thinks the quantity too small to have ever 
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ing been observed in the Peninsula of Sinai. Dean Stanley 
forcibly sums up the improbability of the tamarisk manna 
being that of Exodus : An exudation like honey, produced 
by insects ; used only for medicinal purposes ; falling on the 
ground only from accident or neglect, and at present pro- 
duced in sufficient quantities only to support one man for 
six months, has obviously but few points of similarity with 
the ^ small round thing, small as the hoar-frost on the 
ground; like coriander seed, white; its taste like wafers 
made with honey ; gathered and ground in mills, and beat 
in a mortar, baked in pans and made into cakes, and its 
taste as the taste of fresh oil/ In his opinion the manna 
of Kurdistan and Persia — ^the edible lichen, ^^far more 
nearly corresponds to the Mosaic account/^* Vaihinger 
thinks that the tamarisk manna, even if miraculously in- 
creased, would not satisfy the requirements of the sacred 
narrative. His closing remarks deserve quotation on various 
grounds. All recent travellers," says he, inform us that 
the whole peninsula has not at this time over 6,000 inhabi- 
tants, and maintain that its barren soil could not support 
many more. But as in the time of the Exodus there were 
Midianites in the south of it, and Amalekites in no small 
number lived in its northern parts, it seems hardly conceiv- 
able how a nation of 2,000,000 persons could find room in 
addition, and secure food. Yet this estimate of the Israel- 
ites is confirmed by two different reckonings. * An increase 
of fertility to the extent of five hundred-fold must therefore 
be assumed during forty years, to explain the support of the 
Israelites; and, moreover, the tamarisk manna cannot be 
made into bread. 

been of any moment, while, Tiesides, It is only foond in May and June. Beetnt 
p. S4. 

> iSinai and voL i. p. SS. • Exod. ziL Si'. Knm. i. 46 ; ii. ; zzvL 6t 
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besides, the number of Israelites at the Exodus is 
right, and we have no reason for doubting it : if the forty 
years^ wandering in the wilderness be a historical fact: 
nothing remains but to regard the manna as a miraculous 
gift for the support of the Chosen People." * 


> Vaihinger, in Herzog, vol. viii. p. 796. 



CHAPTER VIII. 


STILL ON THE WAY TO SINAI. 

Travelling is at best very slow among Orientals, a short 
distance of ten miles being regarded as a special effort by 
an Arab encampment, while the ordinary progress made is 
no more than six. A vast multitude like the Hebrews would 
be even slower in its movement than the population of a few 
tents, and hence it would require a long time before the 
host reached the tangled and difficult passes of the Sinai 
Mountains. The course was necessarily determined by the 
facility for obtaining water, and it is thus more or less easy 
to conjecture ; the springs and wells of the possible routes 
being known to us. To lead them must have been a most 
formidable task, for the breaking up of a vast encampment, 
the moving and the pitching of the tents, the securing 
cattle, baggage, the feeding and watering them, and a 
thousand things besides, in the evening would create a 
world of confusion and uproar in an excitable multitude 
of so immense a size. What each morning on which they 
woke up brought with it, may be in some degree realized by 
Burton^s description of the daily scene at the starting on its 
successive marches, of the great pilgrimage to Mecca. 

At half -past ten that evening," says he, we heard the 
signal for departure ; and, as the moon was still young, we 
prepared for a hard night^s work over rough ground covered 
with thicket. Darkness fell upon us like a pall ; the camels 

VOL. n.— 17 



258 


STILL ON THE WAY TO SINAI. 


tripped and stumbled, tossing their litters like cock-boats in 
a short sea. It was a strange, wild scene ; the black basaltic 
field was dotted with the huge and doubtful forms of spongy- 
footed camels, with silent tread looming like phantoms in 
the midnight air, the hot wind moaned, and whirled from 
the torches sheets of flame and fiery smoke, whilst ever and 
anon a swift-travelling native carriage, drawn by mules and 
surrounded by runners, bearing gigantic blazing cressets, 
threw a passing glow of red light upon the dark road and 
the dusky multitude.''^ 

At last, however, the Hebrews had reached the more diffi- 
cult portion of their journey. Leaving the barren sweep of 
the Desert of Sin, which stretches along the seashore to the 
very south of the Peninsula, the mountain system of Sinai 
was close before the Hebrews in all its grandeur. Huge 
precipices and peaks of every form, in bands and masses 
of gray, red, brown, green, chalk-white, and raven-black, 
rose on every side. It seemed as if legions of evil spirits 
had united their strength and hostility to life, in piling up 
the hard, naked, desolate, barren cliffs, pinnacles, peaks, 
and perpendicular walls; to be alone amidst which would 
be to despair. Yet the spirit of gain had led men even 
here, for ages before Moses. It was the beginning of the 
mining district of the Ancient Egyptians. The route lay 
through Wady Maghara, past Wady Sidr, to Wady Mo- 
katteb. Mighty walls of rock on both sides appeared to 
block up the way with masses hewn by Titans and heaped 
up one on the other. Red and black stones, broken as small 
as if by the hand of man, lay in great heaps, or strewed the 
path, which led imperceptibly upwards, through passes dis- 
closing fresh landscapes, at the sight of which the pulses 
throbbed and a shudder ran through the frame. Countless 
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pinnacles and peaks, cliffs and precipices, of every colour — 
white and gray, sulphurous yellow, blood-red and ominous 
black, rose anew in wild confusion and to vast heights.’ 
Wady Maghara, a wide valley, closed in by two hign and 
rocky mountains — the Ta Mafka of the Egyptians and the 
Dophkah ® of the Hebrews, now opened before the host : its 
steep and lofty southern cliffs of dark granite ; its northern, 
of red sandstone varied by a light brown. Here, for well- 
nigh a thousand years before the days of Moses, the Egyp- 
tians had worked their treasured mines of copper and tur- 
quoise, a stone to which, eveh now, the Arabs ascribe the 
power, when worn, of warding off misfortune, strengthening 
the eyesight, gaining the favour of princes, securing victory 
over enemies, and driving away bad dreams.* In the midst 
of the valley rose a hill, surrounded by a wall, and crowned 
with small stone houses for the guard, the officers and the 
overseers ; their only roofs a slight covering of palm 
branches brought from the Oasis of the Amalekites, which 
was near.* On the highest peak of the hill, where it was 
most exposed to the wind, were the smelting furnaces, and 
a manufactory where a peculiar green glass was prepared, in 
imitation of emerald ; that stone itself being found only 
more to the south, on the western shore of the Eed Sea. 

Inscriptions and rude sculptures, which still remain, 
show the extreme antiquity of these mines ; the very 
oldest of which we have any record ; dating further back 
than four thousand years before Christ. One group shews 
three figures bearing the royal crown ; the third holding 
fast, with his left hand, an enemy wearing a feather head- 
dress, who kneels at his feet — the representative of the 


1 Eben' TJardoky ii. p. 100. 
* Thn'fih Oomii p. 187. 


* Nnm. xxziii. 13 

* Varda, vol. fi. p, lOS 
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whole local population; the right hand being raised to 
strike the suppliant a deadly blow with an uplifted war- 
club. The Pharaoh thus portrayed, is Senefru, the last 
king of the ancient Third Dynasty ; beside him is Cheops, 
the builder of the Great Pyramid. The inscriptions range 
from the reign of Senefru, four thousand years before Christ, 
to that of Thothmes III., sixteen hundred years before the 
birth of our Saviour, and even to that of Eameses II., the 
Oppressor. 

After leaving Egypt the Hebrews had advanced leisurely, 
with abundant time for stragglers to regain the main body 
at each change of the encampment. They had rested and 
refreshed themselves at well-chosen spots, where the cattle 
could b^ watered, fed, and cared for, and the flesh of slaugh- 
tered animals divided and cooked. How long the stay at 
each halting place had been is not told, but it must always 
have been more than one day, as it would have been impos- 
sible for the whole multitude to break up, and encamp 
afresh, daily. But, in spite of all the care of Moses, the 
region through which he was leading his people sadly dis- 
pirited them. The terrible Wilderness of Sin had been suc- 
ceeded by landscapes of such almost unequalled desolation 
and wildness that even the Bomans, in after ages, were 
appalled by their savage horrors, as of huge Alps, bared to 
their stony skeletons, with no display of verdure on their 
gloomy sides. Through such scenes the host had advanced ; 
surrounded and pressed together by narrow defiles; the 
hanging rocks overhead apparently ready to topple down on 
them ; stumbling over loose stones and wearily climbing up 
rocky paths, offering no green blade towards which the 
thirsty tongue of the cattle might stretch out ; the herds of 
o^els and cattle, and the flocks of sheep, blocking up the 
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narrow gorges, and hindering the march of the men, women, 
and children. The road they had thus passed had been ter- 
rible, but that which now opened before them must have 
looked like the valley of death. They would have been 
more than human if they had been able to endure, without a 
murmur, experiences so different from those which they had 
fancied liberty would bring them. 

Why should Moses have led them so terrible a road ? 
The question can be answered only when we know whom, 
and what, the great leader expected to find at Dophkah. 

Inscriptions still remaining show that the mines in this 
gloomy region were in full operation during the reign of 
Kameses II., the Oppressor, but none have been found of 
that of his successor, the Pharaoh of the Exodus ; a fact 
which, together with the evident richness of the abandoned 
workings, seems to point to some external cause having led 
to their sudden stoppage. 

Copper was very early known not only in Western Asia 
and Egypt, but also in Palestine.* Homer speaks of Sidon 
as rich in copper,^^ and the metal is mentioned no less 
than forty times in the Pentateuch, while iron is mentioned 
only twice, if we except the notices in Deuteronomy. In 
the book of Job we are told, 

“ There is a vein for the silver. 

And a place for gold, which they refine ; 

Iron is taken out of the earth, 

And they melt stone into copper, 

Man sinketh a shaft far from a sojourner ; ’ 

There the forgotten live, away from the feet of passers by ; 
Away from man, they hover • on the rocks.” 

1 Mover's Phdnizier^ vol. !i. p. 6tf. > Fiv from human dwellings. 

* Job xxviii. 24. An obscure passage. The rendering given is combined from 
DellUsch, Dillnuum, and Men^ 
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In the City of the Dead at Memphis^ many bronze and 
copper articles are found, which, like the mines of the Wady 
Maghara, date as far back as the time of the pyramids ; and, 
indeed, the wondrously fine hewing of the blocks of stone by 
the builders of these structures ; the delicate sculptures, in 
relief, in the tombs of Gizeh ; and, especially, the almost 
matchless statues of Cephrenes, the builder of the Second 
Pyramid, cut out of the hardest breccia, would have been 
impossible without metal tools.' 

The condition of the miners in the torrid and desolate 
Egyptian workings at Sinai was sad in the extreme ; for 

to work in the mines " had as ominous a meaning to the 
population of the Kile, as it now has in Bussia, when spoken 
of the mines of Siberia. Many notices on the monuments 
cast a dismal light on the horrors of those condemned to this 
fate, but a still more vivid picture of them has been left us 
by an old Greek writer, who describes, from personal knowl- 
edge, the misery of the labourers in the gold mines which 
lay on the boundaries of Egypt and Kubia, between the 
Kile and the Red Sea.* 

The kings of Egypt, says he, send to the gold mines 
condemned criminals, prisoners of war, and persons con- 
victed on false accusation, or banished in the heat of pas- 
sion. By this means they procure the labour necessary to 
obtain the great treasures these mines yield ; the punish- 
ment being often extended not only to the offender, but to 
all related to him. The number of the convicts is very 
great, and they are all chained by foot irons, and have to 

> Bbers thinks these must haTe been of copper, which he assnmes to haye preceded 
iron, as childhood does manhood. Bat Dr. Dabn, on the other hand, proyes that iron 
is often found earlier, not only than copper, but eyen than bronae. UrgescMchU der 
Oermardschm FZtfibsr, 1881, yol. i. p. 4. 

* Agathaicides (about b.c. 160), quoted by Diodorus Siculua, UL xi. ziL zUL 
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work continually, without an interval for rest. Not only 
is there no break of work for them by day : the very night 
brings them none, and, withal, every chance of escape is cut 
off from them ; for foreign soldiers, whose language they 
do not understand, are set over them, so that no one can 
move his guard by friendly words or entreaties. Where the 
gold-bearing soil is hardest, huge fires are kindled to loosen 
the ground, before the miners begin to dig ; but as soon as 
the rock is burnt enough to require less violent labour, 
many thousands of the unfortunates are set to break it up 
with quarry tools. The oversight of the whole work is 
under the charge of a skilled officer, who knows the differ- 
ence between rich and poor stone, and directs the toilers 
accordingly. The strongest drive shafts into the rocks ; not 
in a straight line, but as the glittering metal may lead, and 
these shafts wind and turn so that the hewers have to work 
with a lamp on their forehead, else they would be in total 
darkness. They have, moreover, constantly to change their 
position as the rock demands, till finally they get the pieces 
broken off and thrown down on the fioor of the galleries. 
Meanwhile, the overseers keep them up to this heavy task by 
roughness and blows. 

The boys who have not yet come to their strength, have 
to go into the shafts in the rocks,, and painfully raise and 
drag out to the open day, the pieces of stones broken off by 
the miners. From these lads, men, who must be over thirty 
years of age, receive each a fixed quantity of this quarried 
metal, and have to pound it in stone troughs, with iron 
pestles, till it is no larger than a pea. 

The wives and the old men then take these fragments 
and pour them into mills, of which a number stand in a 
row, and these are driven by two or three persons, by a 
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winch, till the whole is ground as fine as fiour. One cannot 
look at these wretched creatures, who not only are unable to 
keep themselves clean, but are too ragged even to hide their 
nakedness, without lamenting their fate. For there is no 
care or pity for the sick, the injured, the gray-headed, or 
for the weakness of woman. All, driven by blows, must 
work on till death comes to end their sufferings and their 
sorrows. In the bitterness of their agony, the condemned 
anticipate the future as even more horrible than the present, 
and wait eagerly for death, which is more fondly desired 
than life. The discovery of these mines dates from the 
earliest times : they must have been begun, already, under 
the old kings. 

To this dismal narrative may be added the testimony of 
hieroglyphic inscriptions, still extant at the ancient mines 
of Sardbit-el KhMim, another spot in the Sinai Mountains, 
where similar scenes were to be witnessed in these old, 
wicked times. One of the principal tablets refers to a cer- 
tain Hur-ur-ra, superintendent of the mines, who arrived 
there in the month Phamenoth, in the reign of some mon- 
arch not mentioned, probably of the Twelfth Dynasty. The 
author of the inscription declares that he never left the 
mine ; he exhorts the chiefs to go there also, and if your 
faces fail,” says he, ^^the goddess Athor will give you her 
arms to aid you in the work. Behold me, how I tarried 
there after I had left Egypt — ^my face sweated, my blood 
grew hot. I ordered the workmen daily, and said unto them, 
^ There is still turquoise in the mine, and the vein will be 
found in time.^ And it was so ; the vein was found at last, 
and the mine yielded well. When I came to this land, 
aided by the king^s genii, I began to labour strenuously. 
The troops came and entirely occupied it, so that none 
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escaped therefrom. My face grew not frightened at the 
work, I toiled cheerfully ; I brought abundance, y^, abun- 
dance of turquoise, and obtained yet more search. I did 
not miss a single vein." 

Another inscription runs : I came to the mines of my 
lord. I commenced working at Mafka, for turquoise, at the 
rate of fifteen men daily. Never was like done in the reign 
of Senefru, the justified." 

The explorations of Major Palmer have, in recent years, 
helped vividly to illustrate some details of this sad narrative. 
In the little Wady TJmm Themdim, he discovered the mouth 
of a mine a short way up the face of the hill, and on enter- 
ing found himself in a labyrinth of narrow winding galler- 
ies, leading about 400 feet into the rock. Most of these 
were so low that he had to creep on his hands through 
them, and a safe return was only secured by the precaution 
of unwinding a cord as he advanced, to mark his proper 
course in getting out again. The air was oppressive in the 
extreme, for there was no ventilation ; the fresh outer at- 
mosphere finding no entrance to the depths of the moun- 
tain ; bats, moreover, fiew out in great numbers, entangling 
themselves in bis hair and beard. The walls of the galleries 
were still black with the smoke of the lamps used, ages before, 
by the miners, and a wooden prop was found which had 
supported the roof of some side gallery perhaps before the 
building of the First Pyramid : " for so old were the work- 
ings that even the hieroglyphics at their mouth were well- 
nigh worn away by time.* 

It will be noticed that not only persons obnoxious to the 
Pharaoh, but their whole families and connections ; chil- 
dren, men, wives, and old people, were banished to the 
> FaliQfir*i pp. 106 ff. 
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mines; and it may readily be conjectured that this con- 
vict population was recruited, in the time Bameses !!• 
and his successor, from the troubleame eluents in the 
Delta. Indeed, great numbers of Hebrews of all classes, 
with their families, must have been thus put out of the way ; 
and among those thus banished to worse than death, it may 
well be that friends and relatives’ of Moses himself, con- 
demned after his flight to Midian, might be found. 

The mines were, in fapt, even in the times of the Roman 
emperors, the equivalent of our penal settlements, or rather 
of the French Bagnios ; since* the condemned worked in 
chains. In the famous porphyry quarries between the Nile 
and the Red Sea, the miners were exclusively persons sen- 
tenced to this fate, and included not a few noble elements, 
such as the multitude of* Christian qpnfessors banished by 
Diocletian to these wretched places. 

In the "Same way, as before noticed, Manetho^s account 
of the Exodus informs us, that Amenophis (Menephtah) 
ordered all the lepers and other unclean persons to be 
brought together from all Egypt-^80,000 in number — and 
sent to the stone-quarries east of the Nile, to work there,’ 
apart from the Egyptian convicts. There were, we are told, 
some learned men among these unfortunates — priests in- 
fected with'^Heprosy.^’ It is to be remembered, moreover, 
that Manetho names a priest of On-r-Osarsiph or Moses — as 
chosen by these unclean ” as their leader. The quarries, 
however, were probably not the only place to which these 
outcasts were sent, or perhaps not even the real one, but 
that the mines of Sinai had their share. Indeed, the men- 
tion of the quarries on the Nile seems only a later invention, 
m keeping with the wild confusion of places and dates 
which marks the story. 
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^That these so-called lepers were no other than the He- 
brews, admits of little doubt. Those who were obnoxious 
to the Egyptians, either from neglecting the sanitary laws 
so strictly enforced on the Nile, or from opposing the relig- 
ion of the country, were habitually branded as leprous. It 
is, moreover, beyond question, as already stated, that iep- 
rosj^actually afflicted the Hebrews when they left Egypt. 

We may fairly conclude, therefore, from what we know 
of the policy of the Pharaohs in deporting all who incurred 
their suspicion or displeasure, to the mines of Sinai, with 
their families and connections, that Moses would find there 
gfeat numbers of his people, whom he could free from their 
terrible sufferings, and carry off with him into liberty. 

The route by the mines would be the more practicable 
since, even in the absence offsprings, there was doubtless a 
supply of water for the miners, in huge tanks excavated in 
the rock. In a curious Ancient Egyptian plan of* the gold 
mines, now preserved at Turin, such a reservoir occurs, and 
an inscription found at Kukan, on the Nile, informs us 
that Rameses II. took care to provide one on the road to 
them. He had heard that. much gold was to be had in 
the district,, but that the drivers and their asses perished 
from thirst on the way. The head men of the^ part were 
therefore summoned, and being asked how this could be 
prevented, returned an answer which, curiously enough, as- 
cribes to him, in high oriental fiattery, the power of work- 
ing the very ’miracle which Moses wrought with his rod ; 

Thou bommandest the water — ^ Flow over the rocks 
and an ocean hurries forth in obedience to thy wqrd.^' Nor 
is this the only case in which similar care for the provision 
of water, in like circumstances, is mentioned. In the very 
region of the Sinai mines, in Wady Maghara, there is a 
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tablet cut on the rocks, which shows the Pharaoh Rathoures, 
of the Fifth Dynasty, with a great vessel at his side, from 
which water is streaming out; the word ^^Life^^ being 
thrice repeated, and an inscription, written above, The 
Lord of the Mountains. He brings here the gift of water.” 
The figure of the Pharaoh himself is accompanied by words 
which illustrate the awe in which the monarchy of Egypt 
was held by its subjects ! Thrice over he is styled The 
great god, the lord of both lands, the king of Upper and 
Lower Egypt.” 

This tablet was cut in memory of a victorious military 
expedition of a division of the army of Eathoures against 

the Bedouin tribes of Sinai,” and also as a grateful recog- 
nition of his care for the sup^fiy of water for the miners 
and the Egyptian force that watcihed them. Traces of the 
reservoirs he provided are, indeed, still to be seen at the 
garrison post. 

The expectation of freeing a large number of his coun- 
trymen from a dismal fate, and at the same time, the knowl- 
edge that he would find water for his host in the huge 
cisterns on the route, the shortest to Sinai — perhaps, also, 
the belief that he would secure supplies of various kinds in 
the magazines provided for the wants of the miners and of 
the garrison, may well have induced Moses to pass through 
Dophkah. The small Egyptian force, which a tablet of the 
Twelfth Dynasty * informs us was at that time only 738 men 
strong, could give no effective resistance, and in all proba- 
bility withdrew before the vast host of the Hebrews, to join 
the neighbouring hostile Arab tribes, and offer, in their com- 
pany, at a later time, a front to the invaders. 

From Dophkah the road to Sinai lay in a direct line 

1 LepsloB, DenkanOler, vol. ii. p. 137. 
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through Wady Mokatteb and Wady FeirAn ; the former 
famed^ through many centuries past, for the inscriptions 
from which it has received its name.' 

The wady, at first broad, gradually narrows into a ravine, 
on the west side of which, almost exclusively, these inscrip- 
tions are found. None of them, whether in Sinaitic (Na- 



Entraitoe to tub Wady Mokatteb. 
Palmer’s Desert of the Dxodus. 


bathfisan), Greek, Coptic, or Arabic, are cut into the rock 
to any depth, or with any care. Even the best are only 
scratched on the surface, some so lightly that it seems as if 
a nail, a knife, or a flint, had been used rather than a chisel. 
Beside, many are outlines of animals and other objects, but 
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the artistic skill of these is on a par with the rude designs 
on the house-doors of the Fellahs, or those of children in 
their first attempts at drawing ; indeed, they are such as only 
infantile minds could condescend to execute. Armed and 
unarmed men ; laden and unladen camels ; horses, with and 
without riders and leaders ; long-horned antelopes ; stars 
and crosses, have been in special favour with the creators of 
this strange gallery ; but there are also ships, fish, and such 
elementary hunting scenes as a dog chasing an antelope. 

These inscriptions date, apparently, from a few centuries 
before and after Christ ; some of them the work, it may be, 
of heathen ; others, without doubt, of Christians of the 
earliest centuries of our era. Already, in the sixth century, 
Cosmas Indicopleustes * speaks of them as memorials of the 
passage of the Jews from Egypt, and thinks the characters 
in which they are written a proof, in Hebrew, of the truth 
of the Bible narrative. Similar inscriptions are found more 
or less frequently over the whole of Arabia Petrsea, as far 
as Egypt on the west, and the Hauran on the north-east. 
But they are most abundant in the Sinai Peninsula, where 
their similarity in the most widely separated wadys, even 
those most off the ordinary lines of travel, seems to show 
they were the work of the resident tribes. The exact re- 
semblance of the written characters employed, to those on 
the coins’ of the Nabathaean princes, who resided in the 
rock-city of Petra, between the Dead Sea and the branch of 
the Red Sea which bounds the Sinai Peninsula on the east, 
has also been noticed as a proof of their local origin. 

That they were, however, in all cases the work of people 
who, though local, were yet unsettled, is shown in various 
ways. They are found in the greatest numbers precisely 

1 Aboat A.o. 585b * Hie earlieet of these coins date from b.c. 151 to 146 
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where persons on a journey could find shade : they are al- 
ways so low that they can be reached without difficulty from 
the ground, and they have been thrown off so carelessly that 
the rock has hardly in any case been smoothed to prepare 
for them. Had the writers lived on the spot, they would 
have spent more time on the stony memorials by which they 
sought to immortalize themselves, and would not have been 
satisfied with scratches that would long ago have been illeg- 
ible, but for the dryness of the air and the heat, which have 
not only preserved the stone wonderfully, but, in many 
places, covered it, as it were, with a glassy coating. Men 
do not care, moreover, to perpetuate their names where they 
habitually live, but rather at spots which they only visit for 
a time. 

Already, in the fourteenth century before Christ, the great 
Eameses chiselled his name and his likeness on the moiyitain 
walls of the lands he had conquered. Mercenaries of Psam- 
metichus I,,* who had journeyed to the second cataract, 
carved their names on the leg of one of the colossi which 
keep guard over the temple of Abu-Simbel ; on the great 
Sphinx of Gizeh; on the walls of the famous tombs near 
Thebes, and on many other similar placed ; just as in' the 
Written Wady of Sinai, hundreds of Greek and Eoman 
travellers have inscribed mementoes of themselves, in prose 
and verse, often along with their names. It was, thus, the 
whim of antiquity, as much as of to-day, to leave some 
record of one^s self in passing noted scenes. 

The fact that nearly all the Sinai inscriptions refer to a 
wandering life, strengthens the grounds for referring them 
to a similar origin. Outlines of laden camels, ships, men 
with staves in their hands^ and gazelles, the symbol of the 

1 B.c.e64^ 
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desert^ occur most frequently. Other representations point 
to special circumstances which caused many to make this 
valley the limit of their journey. It is also noticeable that 
the inscriptions follow certain directions. The chief stream 
flows, as it were, towards Mount Serbal ; another, much 
feebler, towards Mount Sinai ; a third, towards the rock-ciiy 
Petra, and a fourth is found in the Hauran. But the Wady 
Mokatteb must have had especial attractions, for its sides 
show an unwonted number of inscriptions. 

The first step towards the understanding of these strange 
records was made by Professor Beer, of Leipsic, in the year 
1840, by the discovery of the value of some of the signs. 
But Beer died soon after this feat, leaving it to be followed 
to noteworthy results by others. In 1849, Professor Tuch, 
also of Leipsic, following the hints thus given, was able 
to show that the authors of the inscriptions were mostly 
heathen Arabs, who had perpetuated their names when on 
a pilgrimage to the holy places of their Sabaean worship — 
Sinai, Serbal, and the Wady FeirAn. The ancient Arabs 
worshipped the sun and moon, and also the brightest of the 
stars, preferring the tops of the highest mountains for sanc- 
tuaries, as nearest to their god Baal — the sun. Their prim- 
itive temples were only some stones of special shape, laid 
rudely on each other, but they also liked to pray under the 
shade of broad-spreading trees, which seemed an emblem of 
the Moon-goddess, who sent fruitfulness and prosperity. 
To such a religion the authors of the inscriptions belonged, 
for many of them describe themselves as Servants,” Fear- 
ers,” or Priests” of the Sun-god, Baal, and of the Moon. 
Among all the names, moreover, numerous though they be, 
not one, according to Tuch, is Christian or Biblical. But in 
this he differs from other scholars. 

VOL. n.— 18 
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The Christian crosses and signs which accompany many 
inscriptions, seem either to be more recent additions, or the 
work of the latest pilgrim visitors, who had embraced Chris- 
tianity, but still retained the use of the Nabathaean writing. 

Tuch thinks that the inscriptions date from the centuries 
immediately preceding the spread of Christianity over the 
Sinai Peninsula, and that the language in which they are 
written is an Arabic dialect, with some Aramaic words. 
Levy, a professor at Breslau, on the other hand, contends 
that they are written in Aramaic, but show signs of Arabic 
influence ; but, after all, Aramaic and Arabic may be called 
dialects of a common speech. He thinks most of them date 
from the century before Christ, and that the latest must be 
as old as the fourth century of our era. The idea in the 
mind of the writers, says he, may have been that such in- 
scriptions would keep them always, as it were, before the 
gods, and secure their permanent favour. To make this the 
surer, they often added rude pictures of themselves, perhaps 
with some detail of their personal surroundings ; and thus, 
it may be, we have at the side of an inscription, the outlines, 
sometimes of the individual alone; at others, with the 
accompaniment of a camel or horse, as if to make him be 
remembered more easily. 

Palmer^s hypothesis seems to have much to recommend it 
as an explanation of the numbers of inscriptions found in 
Wady Mokatteb. He thinks that a great Arab fair must 
have been held periodically there. To this Ebers adds the 
idea that it may have been the scene, from time to time, of 
a great religious or national feast, like those which still take 
place among the local Arabs. Palmer describes such a great 
national feast of the Bedouins, at which games, races of 
camels, and rejoicings of all kinds took place. In old timest 
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such a gatherings held in this wady, would bring together 
the population from all parts; uniting as it would, like 
similar occasions now, the attractions of a large fair or 
market, to those of popular amusements and spectacles, and 
religious observances. 

The inscriptions in Greek are of as little value as the 
Nabathaean. According to Ebers, some show heathen, some 
Christian names. Beside that of a Deacon Job, a soldier, 
who evidently had a poor opinion of Christians, has written, 

A poor set of trash these. I, the soldier, have written this 
all with my own hand.^^ ‘ 

Alush, the next camping place of the Hebrews,* may have 
been near a spring which bubbles up not far from the 
entrance to Wady Feirdn, where the mountains and the 
ground show a strange variety of colours ; red predominat- 
ing so greatly that many of the ridges and lower elevations 
look at a distance like fallen brick walls. 

Wady Peirdn itself, with its background of. distant peaks, 
is, in many parts, like the valleys of the Alps, where the 
pinnacles rise barest and most abruptly to the heavens, 
seeming to forbid approach. Inviting, above other valleys 
of Sinai, as it advances, its entrance is destitute of any other 
vegetation than the poor growth of the wilderness, and the 
dark green leaves of the Coloquintida, with its bright golden 
orange-like fruit. But the outward similarity is all, for it is 
at once very bitter and in some degree poisonous, though 
used by the Arabs, in small quantities, as a drug. 

A sketch by Ebers of this part of his route brings the 
landscape and its people vividly before us. On the follow- 

> IHirch Oosen, pp. 163-179. 

• Nnm xxxiii. 13 Alnsh, in tho Targ'jrnislp^ means “a crowd of men.” Knobel 
p 162), followed the Spe>iket'*> ('nnvifTiinry, thinks the Hebrewi 
•ffdded Wady Feir&n, but Eber'^ leads thorn through it 
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ing morning," says he, we broke up very early. The fires 
of our Arabs were still burning when the camels were loaded, 
and the last quarter of the waning moon stood in full splen- 
dour in the heavens. It was cold and quite dark when we 
began our march. But red light soon showed itself in the 
east, then golden stripes ; the air growing colder as the day 
approached. Yet this was very soon over, for the night 
turned to day wondrously fast, and as the pale sickle of the 
moon faded before the flaming disk of the sun, the cold gave 
way to heat." Ere long he had a glimpse of young life in 
the wady, such as, in these unchanging regions, it may have 
shown itself in the days of Moses. 

We had far outmarched the camels, and were awaiting 
them under the shadow of a rock, when two Bedouin girls, 
with the back of their heads veiled, but their faces bare, 
came near. The one was specially attractive ; with great 
black eyes, that looked out astonished into the world ; a fine 
nose, and teeth like veritable pearls, which shone out in two 
rows of radiant white amidst the golden brown of her 
complexion. The second, though less charming, was more 
lively than her sister, and like her wore only a blue cotton 
veil and a poor tunic of the same stuff, which reached to the 
knees, leaving her slender legs and small ankles and feet ex- 
posed. As soon as they saw us they left th^^r brown goats 
and hid behind a rock. 

Calling them, and holding out a few piastrcb. the 
plainer one ventured first to come near us, then the othel; 
E^er to get the proffered gift, they held out their slender 
but well-formed arms for it, but would not venture to take 
it, lest we should touch them with our ^ unclean ^ hands. 
When at last, however, we had thrown the piastres so far 
that they had no fear of us, one of our Arabs came in sight, 
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and^ instantly^ both the girls^ climbing the steep rocks on 
the left, were off out of sight so swiftly that they might 
really well be compared to gazelles. It seems that they 
could hardly hope to get husbands if they had approached 
a stranger ; and they would, moreoTer, have had to bear 
reproaches and blame from their parents. 

In one of the side valleys close by. Palmer found a rock 
which the Arabs venerate as that from which Moses brought 
forth the waters miraculously.* It is surrounded with heaps 
of little stones, which lie also on each fragment in its im- 
mediate neighbourhood, and has the following legend con- 
nected with it : When the children of Israel had encamped 
beside the wondrous stream, and were resting after they had 
quenched their thirst, they amused themselves by throwing 
small stones on the rocks before them. Hence rose a cus- 
tom of doing the same, which the Arabs still keep up to 
preserve the memory of the miracle. They think it makes 
Moses especially friendly ; and, in this belief, any one who 
has a sick friend throws a small stone in his name, confi- 
•dent that the sufferer will soon get better through this being 
done.* 

A detached rock in the south-east of Jebel Mhsa, which 
has some curious fissures and weather markings, has also 
been claimed as the rock smitten by Moses. It is an insu- 
lated block of granite about 12 feet high, and of an irregu- 
lar shape. Some apertures on its surface, about twenty in 
number, are said to be those from which the water issued. 
They lie nearly in a straight line round three sides of the 
stone, and are for the most part 10 or 12 inches long, 2 oi 
8 inches broad, and from 1 to 2 inches deep, though a few 

* Dutch OosentP, 188. 

• Bzod. xvii. 6, 7. Musah a temptatton. Xerlbah a chiding. 

s Palmar'a Duett t^the SsBOdue^ p. 160. 
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are as deep as 4 inches. As to their character^ Bnrckhardt 
says : Every observer must be convinced on the slightest 
examination, that most of them are the work of art, though 
three or four may be natural, and may first have drawn at- 
tention to the stone, and have induced the monks to call it 
the rock of the miraculous supply of water. But not only 
are the holes themselves evidently artificial ; the spaces 
between them have been chiselled to imitate the action of 
water on the stone, though it cannot be doubted that if 
water had fiowed from the fissures, it must generally have 
taken quite a different direction. The neighbouring Arabs 
venerate it highly, and put grass into the fissures as offer- 
ings to the memory of Moses, in the same way as they put 
grass on the tombs of their saints, because it is to them the 
most precious gift of nature, and that on which their exist- 
ence chiefly depends."* 

A curious passage from the geologist Fraas,* deserves 
notice in this* connection : ^^A sharp eye sees at the foot 
of Horeb, at a moderate height above the valley, on the 
smooth bare wall of rock, a number of green spots, some 
higher than others." Having climbed to one of them on 
the east of the mountain, Fraas adds, a granite wall rose 

3 The Bey. Canon Norris, Bible Bducaior^ yol. i p. 157, adds to the miracle which 
actually took place, that ** a perpetual running river foUowed the Israelites in all 
their Torty years' wanderings ; not running up hill, as some have absurdly said, but 
doubtless renewed at the head of every vidley which they entered, m«lring every 
wady a watercourse for the time, and only ceasing when they reached Kadesh 
Bamea, the northern limit of their wandering." But the plain of Horeb is 4,000 feet 
above the sea, while the course of the Israelites was alternately a descent and an 
ascent, first to the seashore, and then, by a series of steep ravines, to elevation after 
elevation in the Negeb or South Country. Nor was Kadesh the northern limit of 
their march, for they went beyond Hormah, which is considerably north of it ; and, 
moreover, they had no water at Meribah, near Mount Hor. All this is only the 
result of a misconc^tion of St. Paul's all^ory, in which Christ, under the figure of 
a spiritual Bock," ia said to have foUowed Israel through the wHdemesa. (1 Oos 
X. 4 See Meyer.) 

* Av$ dem Orient^ 1887, p. 88. 
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perpendicularly from the debris below. A fig tree at its 
foot is first seen, but, as one approaches, shrubs and verdure 
show themselves, quickened by a smaU basin of water fed 
from a spring close at hand. This runs from the smooth 
face of the rock, about breast high, with the fulness of a 
good-sized well-pipe. But on looking more closely, the 
opening through which it burst out proved to be artificial. 
No traces can be seen of water elsewhere in the mountain 
wall, to betray the presence of a spring thus previously 
hidden behind the granite. On the whole face of the rock, 
in its height of forty feet, only crystals of felspar glitter, 
showing no indications of the water behind. The spring 
has been struck out of the rock by a human hand ; a 
circumstance which reminds a geologist acquainted with 
the Bible, of Moses, the great student of the hills and of 
man, who struck a rock on Horeb and the water flowed 
from it." 

In entering Wady Feir^n from the west the mountains 
are of sandstone, brown-red granite, and dark porphyry, 
varied by green and grayish yellow rocks, which hem in the 
wanderer. Underfoot there is nothing but sand. After a 
time, however, the thorny and scant growth of the wilder- 
ness begins to be more abundant and stronger, and the sight 
of shrubs indicates the nearness of water and fertility. Pres- 
ently a fertile spot opens, with a thread of palms, tamarisks, 
acacias, and other vegetation, marking the course of the 
streamlet of which the whole are a gift. The flow must 
have been much larger in former times, here and in other 
wadys, for one meets not a few traces of the soil having been 
formerly cultivated, where it is now left untilled, from the 
increasing drought. Along the feeble brook in Wady 
Feir&n are the first Bedouin gardens met in the Penin« 
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Bula^ if we may use the word garden of rude enclosures 
of a few trees. On one side are remains of grain-houses 
and watch-towers, now no longer needed, as the plough has 
now no work in these parts. Farther on are the huts of 
Arabs, with a few trees among them. For a good half-hour 
you plod on, eastward, amidst this unusual blush of life in 
the midst of the desolation around. There are still five 
thousand palms in the wady, paying taxes to the Egyptian 
government ; the shadoof being used to raise the water of 
the streamlet to their roots. As I have already said, the 
fatal error of requiring the taxes to be paid in charcoal is, 
however, constantly tending to the destruction of what trees 
remain, as the destruction of vegetation to procure it in- 
creases the drought, now, as it is, very great. In Wady Fei- 
rdn, among other spots in the Peninsula, banks of earth are 
found, left by ancient lakes, when water was plentiful, fresh- 
water shells in the hardened mud showing its origin. The 
change from such means of fertility into the present state of 
the region, which is even more arid than the great southern 
desert of Palestine, must have been very gradual, so that in 
the days of Moses the scene may have been very different 
from what it is now. 

The Arabs of Wady FeirAn are very poor, but they are 
industrious. The dates of their palm clumps supply their 
chief food, the stones of the dates being pounded and 
boiled down for their goats. They eke out a living by 
hiring out as camel drivers, or for work in gardens, in 
Egypt. The population of the whole Peninsula, including 
that of this wady, where it is most dense, is only from four 
to six thousand, and the whole triangle of the Sinai region 
could not support more than fifty thousand. Indeed, a 
region made up for the far greater part of hopelesdy 
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barren granite mountains could never have been fit to 
sustain any large number of human beings, even if trees 
covered the wild mountains wherever possible; but the 
narrow valleys would, of course, have been much more 
suitable for life than they are now, in that case. 

Leaving Wady Feirdn, the landscape changes, and Mount 
Serbal, believed by many to be the Mountain of the Law, 
rises in awful majesty, closing in the view. 

Various points in this great centre of the mountain 
system of the Peninsula have had the honour ascribed to 
them of being that from which the law was spoken. Ebers 
decides for Serbal ; but his verdict, we fear, can hardly be 
accepted after the more thorough study of the region by 
Major Palmer. His description of Serbal, however, well 
merits quotation: ‘‘Mighty and sublime, a great master- 
work of Him who created the earth and the worlds, the 
giant peaks of Serbal, on which Moses prayed, rise to heaven 
from their vast foundations. How imposing its naked, 
stony, immense height ! The sun sank to rest. The lower 
pinnacles, towards the west, gleamed with pure gold, while 
the lofty, jagged granite tops of the holy mountain were 
bathed in violet, red, and yellow vapour. The resplendent 
golden orb of the sun disap^ared behind the summit, with 
its crown of five peaks, and the pinnacles of the giant 
diadem glowed in colours never to be forgotten. Every 
line of the rocks, high up in the ether, was hung with 
garlands of purple-rose and gold-opal, and while these shone 
wondrously, the sun once more appeared, to sink again to 
rest behind the lower mountains. The streaming glory 
round the profile of Serbal now faded, and its peaks and 
pinnacles began to shine with a delicate, transparent red, 
tender as that of a lady’s fingers held in the night against a 
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bright light. Finally the colours died away, and when the 
stars came out, and the mountain drew oyer itself a black 
robe, its mass was so great that it conquered the darkness, 
and the majestic height could still be seen in its outlines.'^ ‘ 

Mount Serbal is undoubtedly the most magnificent moun- 
tain in the Peninsula. Serbal is a vast mass of peaks, 
says Dean Stanley, which, in most points of view, may be 
reduced to five, the number adopted by the Bedouins. All 
of granite, they rise so precipitously, so column-like, from 
the broken ground which forms the root of the mountain, as 
at first sight to appear inaccessible. But they are divided 
by steep ravines, filled with fragments of fallen granite. 

. . . The summit of the highest peak is a huge block of 

granite, on which, as on the back of some petrified tortoise, 
you stand and overlook the whole Peninsula of Sinai. . . . 
On the northern and somewhat lower eminence are the visi- 
ble remains of a building which may be of any date, from 
Moses to Burckhardt. A point of rock immediately below 
this ruin was the extreme edge of the peak. It was flanked 
on each side by the tremendous precipices of the two neigh- 
bouring peaks — itself as precipitous — and as we saw them 
overlooking the circle of desert, plain, hill, and valley, it 
was impossible not to feel that for the giving of the law, to 
Israel and to the world, the scene was most truly fitted. I 
say, ‘ for the giving of the law,^ because the objections urged 
from the absence of any plain immediately under the moun- 
tain, for receiving the law, are unanswerable, or could only 
be answered if no such plain existed elsewhere in the Penin- 
sula." • 

Besides the authority of Ebers, Mount Serbal has in its 
favour, as the Mountain of the Law, the support of the ear- 
1 Dureh Go$erh p. W. * Sinai and Palestine, p. 72. 
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liest traditions^ for it was undoubtedly identified with Sinai 
by all known writers, to the time of Justinian, as confirmed 
by the position of the episcopal city of Paran at its foot. 
Among modem investigators its claims are maintained by 
Burckhardt and Lepsius. But as there is no plain near it 
of sufficient size to offer camping ground to more than a 
fraction of so large a host as that of the Hebrews, it would 
have been impossible for them to approach it, or to see 
from below the awful splendours of the descent of God on 
its summit. 

The traditional Mount Sinai, however, twenty-five miles 
to the south-east by the nearest road, advances rival claims 
in favour both of its southern heights — Jebel Mfisa, the hill 
of Moses — and of its northern face, known as Eas Sasdfeh, 
which is now generally considered as best meeting the re- 
quirements of the Bible narrative. An ascending pass, 
amidst masses of rock, with a thread of water for the most 
part just visible, but here and there forming clear pools 
shrouded in palms, leads from Wady Feirdn to the second 
aa|d highest stage of the great mountain labyrinth, of which 
Jebel Mfisa, 7,363 feet above the sea, is the centre.* It is 
one of a cluster of gigantic mountains forming a mighty 
altar about three and a half miles long, nearly north and 
south, by about one and a half from east to west : the whole, 
known traditionally as Mount Sinai. 

Jebel Mfisa was held by Bitter * to be the Holy Mountain, 
and has for ages been consecrated as such by monkish 
legends and traditions, embodied as it were in the convents 
on its sides, still famous for their colonies of Greek ascetics. 

» Sinai and Palestine^ p. 40. 

* Serbal rieea 6/3 1 feet abov« the aea (Palmer''8 Sinaia p. 168). 

* Erdktmdf^ydi xiv. p 593 D'Israeli— Lord Beaconsfield— has a Ughly wxouglit 
chapter o.i Jobel Mdsa, m his Tancred^ liook iv. chap. 7. 
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The ascent of the mountain lies between vast heights and 
rocks^ of the wildest and grandest character. The view 
from the summit comprehends a vast circle. Mount Sinai 
itself, and the hills which compose the district in its imme- 
diate vicinity, rise in sharp isolated conical peaks. From 
their steep and shattered sides huge masses have been splin- 
tered, leaving fissures rather than valleys between their 
remaining portions. These form the highest part of the 
range of mountains spread over the Peninsula; and in 
the winter months are very generally covered with snow, the 
melting of which occasions the torrents which everywhere 
devastate the plains below. No villages and castles, as in 
Europe, animate the picture. No forests, lakes, or falls of 
water break the silence and monotony of the scene. All has 
the appearance of a vast and desolate wilderness, either gray, 
or darkly brown, or wholly black. Few who gaze from the 
fearful height of the summit, upon the dreary wilderness 
below, will fail to be impressed with the fitness of the whole 
scene for the sublime and awful dispensation of the law 
given to Moses.* The view from Jebel Mfisa,^^ says Hen- 
niker, where the particular aspect of the infinite compli- 
cation of jagged peaks and varied ridges is seen in the great- 
est perfection, is as if Arabia Petraea were an ocean of lava, 
which, while its waves were running mountains high, had 
suddenly stood still.”* But the absence of any plain at its 
foot is as fatal to its claims as to those of Serbal. There is 
no brook that descended out of the mount,”* and the 
wady near is so rough, uneven, and narrow, that there seems 
no possibility of the people’s removing ” and standing 
afar off” * without their entire exclusion from the scene. 


1 Welleted'a Trctoeli^ vol. E. p. 97. 
* Dent. lx. 81. 


* 8inai and p. la 

« Exod. XX. IS. 
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The modern Horeb of the monks, the north-west and 
lower face of the Jebel Mhsa, crowned with a range of mag- 
nificent cliffs, of which the highest point is known as Ras 
Sasafeh/ has been very generally held, since it was first 
named for the honour by Robinson, as the true scene of the 
giving of the law. The best description of its features is 
that of Dean Stanley : After winding through the various 



Ras SAsirsH, pbom the Plain. 
Palmer's Desert qf the Exodus. 


basins and cliffs which make up the range, we reached the 
rocky point overlooking the approach by which we had come 
the preceding day. The effect on us, as on every one who 
has seen and described it, was instantaneous. It was like 
the seat on the top of Serbal, but with the difference, that 
here was the deep wide yeUow plain sweeping down to the 

* The Willow Head. 
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very base of the cliffs ; exactly answering to the plain on 
which ^the people removed and stood afar off.^ Consider- 
ing the almost total absence of such conjunctions of plain 
and mountain in this region, it is really important evi- 
dence of the truth of the narrative that one such can be 
found.* 

Leaving the Wady Feir4n, with its groves and its brook, 
the Hebrews probably availed themselves of the longest, 
widest, and most continuous of all the mountain valleys, the 
Wady Es-Sheik ; the great thoroughfare of the desert, even 
now. It is a more circuitous route to the Holy Mount than 
that of Wady Selef, but to the waggons ® and flocks, and the 
bulk of the host, it would be much the more easy. The 
chiefs might, if they chose, climb the more direct wady, but 
all would meet in the Wady Er Bahah, "Hhe enclosed 
plain, in front of the magnificent cliffs of the Ras Sasdfeh. 
The awful and lengthened approach, as to some natural 
sanctuary, would be the fittest preparation for the coming 
scene. The low line of alluvial mounds at the foot of the 
cliff exactly answers to the ‘^bounds” which were to keep 
the people off from touching the mount. The plain it- 
self is not broken, and unevenly and narrowly shut in, like 
almost all others in the range, but presents a long, retiring 
sweep, against which the people could remove and stand 
afar off. The cliff, rising like a huge altar in front of the 
whole congregation, and visible against the sky in lonely 
grandeur, from end to end of the whole plain, is the very 
image of the mount that might be touched," and from 
which the voice of God might be heard, far and wide, over 
the stillness of the plain below, widened at that point to its 
utmost extent by the confluence of all the contiguous val* 


s Nam. viL 8. 
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leys.’ A small eminence at tlie entrance of the conrent 
valley bears the name of Aaron, as the spot from which he 
is believed to have witnessed the festival of the golden calf. 
Two points in the Bible narrative are illustrated at Sasdfeh 
as they are nowhere else : that which describes Moses as de- 
scending the mountain without seeing the people, and the 
shout of the camp being heard, before the cause could be 
ascertained. Any one now descending the mountain path 
which leads from the summit, would hear,^’ says Captain 
Wilson, the sounds borne through the silence of the plain, 
but would not see the plain itself until he emerged from the 
lateral wady ; and, when he did so, he would be immediately 
under the precipitous cliff of Sasdfeh. There is, besides,, a 
brook which runs down the WadyLeija, sufficiently near to 
justify its being described as coming ^^down out of the 
mount, in the account given of the strewing of the dust of 
the golden calf on its waters.* It is a weighty argument, 
moreover, in favour of Ras Sasdfeh, that all the scientific 
members of the Ordnance Survey of Sinai were of opinion 
that in it they saw the very Mount of God.” The plain 
below it, they tell us, strengthens this conclusion, as it is 
four hundred acres in size, while the addition of the open- 
ings into the wadys around raises the standing room in 
full view of the mountain to nine hundred and forly 
acres. 

Taking all these circumstances into consideration, it is 
difficult to resist the conclusion that the law was delivered 
from the top of Eas Sasdfeh, to the Israelites encamped on 
the plain of Er Eahah, the palm of the hand,” below ; un- 
less, indeed, it be found that the height on the other side of 
the plain, known as Jebel Sena, but never yet ascended, 

^ Sinai and PaketiiMi pp. 4S<44. 


> Bxod. zzxii. Beat. ix. Si. 
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should^ as Dean Stanley thinks possible^ prore to unite even 
greater claims to the honour. 

But the Hebrews had rough work on their hands before 
they finally reached the Mountain of the Law. While stil] 
at the entrance of Feirdn^ the inhabitants of the oasis in 
its farther depths had determined to resist their advance. 
They belonged to the Bedouin race known as Amalek, orig- 
inally from Yemen in southern Arabia/ but in the days ol 
Moses the chief tribe of the Peninsula and of Southern Pal- 
estine.* The place and time for an attack were well chosen ; 
for man and beast in the Hebrew camp had suffered severely 
on the two days’ march from Dophkah, after the cisterns oi 
springs had been exhausted. The granite walls^ heated by 
the terrible sun, reflected a burning glow on the host ; foi 
the hand cannot be laid on them at midday without a sense 
of scorching. Mutiny and tumult had again broken out 
under the agonies of thirst, and had risen to such a height 
that Moses began to fear that he would presently be stoned.* 
But a miracle had supervened to supply their wants, and 
the rocks, smitten by the same rod as had divided the sea, 
had yielded water to the camp. They must still, however, 
have been in disorder when the hosts of Amalek, united, it 
may be, with the Egyptian garrison of Dophkah, burst on 
them. The inhabitants of the oasis had for centuries paid 
tribute to the Pharaohs, and, in return, no Egyptian 
soldiers were allowed to cross their boundaries without per- 
mission but this would readily be granted under the cir- 
cumstances. Living during the colder months in the lower 
districts, they had ascended, as the Arabs still do, on the 
approach of summer, to PeirAn, by much the richest of the 

> Fftlmer'f JOmtrt nf tM Eaoodm^ p. 61. 

t Niim.xiil.f»;xiT.4A^ 1 8ftiii.zxvit8. 

* SiiOd.Sfii.4. sLp. IBi. 
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upland valleys : the pastures being longer green at such an 
altitude. It was a vital necessity to drive back the Hebrews, 
if the priceless treasure of these scanty feeding places was to 
be preserved for their flocks. Then, as now, nothing was so 
frequent a cause of strife as the possession of such fertile 
spots. * Fortunately, the smaller local tribes were friendly, 
the Kenites even entering into a kind of league with Moses, 
and the Midianites, connected with him, through his mar- , 
riage with the daughter of Jethro, their sheik and emir, 
showing hearty kindness to the passing host. 

It was a critical moment for the Hebrews. Their way to 
the Holy Mountain was barred by fierce swarms w'ho knew 
every inch of the ground, and to whom desert warfare was 
a delight, and plunder of caravans a recognized source of 
wealth. To oppose warriors so skilful and brave, there was 
a vast multitude of escaped slaves, encumbered with women, 
children, baggage, and herds, and provided only in a small 
proportion with arms, that is, with shields and swords or 
spears, or with bows. Their very numbers were, indeed, 
their greatest danger; but this Moses foresaw. Keeping 
back the great bulk of the camp, therefore, he directed that 
a chosen body should be gathered from the various tribes, 
fitted at once by their bravery, and their possession and 
knowledge of arms, to meet the enemy with success.* It is 
on this occasion that we meet first with the name of Joshua,* 
the future successor of Moses, but then a young man of the 
tribe of Ephraim ; the son of Hun,* of whom only the name 

> Bnrckhardrs Syria^ P* 628. 

3 Tbe anna, recorered from ttie BgypUui Boldiers drowned at the Red Sea, would 
equip a gnat many* The apoU in g<dd, etc., also, gained alter the deatroc^ton of 
Phacaoh'a boat, no doubt aided the Hebrews greatly in their outlay on the Taber- 
nacle. 

* ma naiBe was at this time Hoahea s ** Help but it was afterinads changed to 
loahus = ** He whose help is Jehoyah ; ** which is used hen from its being the name 
by which he came to be known. * Nnn m pish in Anunatn. 

VOL. n.-» 
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is known. Acting as commander, the future hero, in the 
end, after a fiercely disputed contest, inflicted such a defeat 
on Amalek as rescued the Hebrews from any further annoy- 
ance while in the Peninsula. But though they reaped the 
fruits of the victory, they were fitly reminded, as the people 
of God, that pride and self-trust were out of place, since 
it had been gained only by the blessing of Jehovah. To 
enforce this magnificent lesson, Moses had taken his stand, 
at the opening of the battle, on the top of a spur of rock 
visible over the wady, and there interceded for them with 
uplifted hands, through the whole course of the fight. Nor 
had it remained unnoticed that he bore aloft the wonder- 
working rod of God, which had already done so much for 
them, nor that success wavered when his weary arms sank 
with exertion, and was only finally secured when Aaron, his 
brother, and Hur, the grandfather of Bezaleel — the future 
constructor of the Tabernacle — continuously held them 
up. 

Such an attack, at such a time, sank deep into the hearts 
of Israel, and kindled in them their first abiding national 
hatred towards another race. True to the rules of Arab 
warfare, this first foe had met them in the way, and had 
smitten the hindmost, even all that were feeble, behind the 
host," * when every one was almost equally faint and weary. 
Henceforward a new battle cry, like the blazon on the 
Egyptian standards with which they had long been so fa- 
miliar, was given by Moses to the people — Jehovah Nissi, 

Jehovah is my banner" — and Amalek was proscribed as 
an enemy of their God, since he had shown himself that of 
His people. ‘^Because his hand is against the throne of 
Jehovah, therefore God has war with Amalek from genera- 

> xzv. IS. See rol. L p. M. 
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tion to generation," * said the great leader, and, by Divine 
direction, recorded this in the Book," in which, even thus 
early, the ways of God to the chosen race were being re- 
corded. 

A victory over so formidable a foe must have been of 
great importance, in kindling a spirit of manhood and 
nationality among the Hebrews, for Amalek was one of the 
greatest peoples of these remote ages. Even in Abraham’s 
time they are mentioned as inhabiting the regions south- 
west of the Dead Sea ; ^ and Balaam, a few years after this 
battle, speaks of them as the first of the nations ; " that 
is, as having been a mighty race from what was then a dis- 
tant antiquity.® Their territory extended, in fact, over the 
whole upper part of the Sinai Peninsula, including also the 
Negeb, or southern country of Palestine, and even a part of 
its central hills. ^ But well-nigh a thousand years before 
Christ they had almost ceased to be a people,® the sleepless 
hatred of Israel having nearly exterminated them. There 
still remain, however, on the Sinai Peninsula, some ancient 
dwellings which may possibly preserve a last trace of them. 
These are similar in form to the ^^bothan" or bee-hive 
houses in Scotland — ^built of rough and massive stones, 
about 5 feet high and 40 or 50 feet in circumference, with 
no windows, and only a small door about 20 inches high. 
In the walls, each successive course of stones is made to pro- 
ject slightly inwards beyond the one below it, so as to form 
a dome, the top of which consists of one large slab of stone. 
These houses are generally found in groups, and near them 

1 This seems the best translation of Exod. xvii. 16. See Bosenmftller, Ifi 

Saaxi., p. 512 ; also Cierkua^ in loc. *, and Michaelis, Bibl* Orient, part UL p. 
196. 

* Goi. xIt. 7. 

« Jiidg.jiK.2& 
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are often seen the ruins of tombs — circles of massive stones 
— ^like those known in England and Scotland as Druids^ cir- 
cles.* In the Wady Biyar, about thirty miles nearly north 
of Has Sasdfeh, Professor Palmer found similar houses, 
which he thus describes : They consisted of two detached 
houses, on separate hills, and a group of five on the side of 



Ahoibnt Dwslunob in Wady Bitab, Sinai. 
From PaimeT*B Demi qf the Exodus, by permissiofii. 


a higher eminence. The first two had been used as Arab 
burial-places, but at least three out of the five remained un- 
touched. Their dimensions averaged 7 feet high by 8 feet 
in diameter, but one was fully 10 feet high and 8 feet in 
diameter, inside. They were circular, with an oval top. 
• • . In the centre of each was a cist, and beside it a 

' B0V. F. W. HoUiad, tn 1%$ JUoovsry qfJ(tru8aimn,p, 618 . 
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smaller hole, both roughly lined with stones, and covered 
with slabs of stone, over which earth had accumulated. 
. . . In the smaller cist the earth showed signs* of hav- 

ing undergone the action of fire, and, in one or two, small 
pieces of charcoal were found. The doorways, which are 
about two feet square, are admirably made, with lintel and 
door-posts. All the stones used in the construction are so 
carefully selected as almost to give the appearance of being 
hewn, and those in some of the doorways have certainly been 
worked ; if not with any instrument, at least rubbed smooth 
with other stones. A flint arrow-head and some small shells 
were found in some of the houses. The country all around 
is covered with them ; every hill-side having some remains 
of them on it. Close to the houses were some stone circles, 
and similar circles were found, also, in the centre of a num- 
ber, as if the houses had been used as tombs, on the death of 
their owners ; as in the case of the Indian of the Upper 
Amazon, mentioned by Wallace. There would seem to have 
been a large settlement, in this part, of the race by whom 
the houses were built." * 

A pleasant episode in the excitement and gigantic labours 
which had devolved on Moses for the past three months, 
occurred shortly after the conflict with Amalek. He had 
sent back Zipporah — ^^the little bird" — his wife, with their 
two children, to her father Jethro, for safety, while he had 
gone on to Egypt ; but now that he was once again near — 
for Jethro^s district was not far from the Sacred Mountain 
— ^he had the joy of seeing his little household brought 
safely back to him by his father-in-law. The very names of 
his two sons * would recall the time when he felt himself an 

> Palmer, Tht Deiert qfthe Tlh^ p. 10. Wallace's (A. B.) Travelion th$ Amamm 
ana JHo Ntgro^ London, 1889, p. 846. 

• Step. 186. 
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alien in a strange land — driven out from his native 
Egypt — and remind him of the help God had given him in 
his flight from the sword of Pharaoh.* The meeting with 
Jethro was thoroughly oriental. On his being announced, 
Moses went out to meet him, and kneeling down, touched 
the earth with his forehead,® then kissing his father-in-law's 
hand, rose and kissed him also on both clieeks ® — each ask- 
ing the other of his welfare with all the due Arab prolixity 
still held ‘Courteous — as they slowly made their way to the 
tent. Then came the narration by Moses of all that had 
happened since they parted — a story which decided Jethro, 
if ever he had wavered, to honour Jehovah as greater than 
all gods ; since, ‘ ^ in the very matter in which Egypt had 
dealt proudly against Israel, He had been above them."* 
Burnt-oflerings and sacrifices presently followed before 
God ; " that is, at the spot in the camp specially set apart for 
public religious exercises. At the subsequent usual feast on 
the portion of the victims not consumed on the altar,® Aaron 
and the elders of Israel sat down with Jethro and Moses, 
and thus a solemn league of friendship was formally ratified 
between the tribe of Jethro and the Hebrews, which lasted 
through the whole future history of both peoples. 

To Jethro was due a modification in the practice of 
Moses, in a very important point. Till now, the great 
leader had, alone, heard all causes brought before him from 
the host ; giving counsel as the mouthpiece of God, decid- 
ing the various disputes, and instructing all, as the case 
suggested, in the statutes and laws of which God was pres- 
ently to give them a fuller revelation.® But the strength of 

1 Exod. xvlii. 8, 4. 

* Meaning tif the verb Bhahah need here. Exod. xviil. 7. See Geaenine. 

• Fiirrer. p. 9. Sinai and PalesHne^ p. 24 

« Idteral rendering of Exod. xviii. ii. • Exod. xvilL 12. * Exod. zvilS. 18. 



STILL OK THE WAY TO SIKAl. 


295 


no one man could long endure such a strain, and by Jethro's 
advice a whole series of greater and lesser judges were 
appointed ; the lowest to hear the disputes or questions of 
each ten persons in the camp, and the others, in rising 
dignity, those of each fifty, hundred, and thousand * — only 
appeals from the last being brought to Moses himself. 

This great and salutary reform having been effected, 
Jethro returned to his own district, where, we are told, he 
was the priest of Midian,'' while, also, evidently the high- 
est person in the community. In Ancient Arabia, it has 
been found that ^^high priests" preceded kings:" unit- 
ing the royal and sacerdotal offices in their person. It was 
thus in the kingdom of Seba, the Sheba of the Bible. In 
Assyria, also,, there were ^^high priests of Assur" before 
there were kings : that is, the State was represented by a 
divinity, whose name it bore, or who took his name from it, 
and his chief minister was supreme, the secular king rising 
only later. Church and State were thus in effect one, as in 
the Hebrew constitution. Jethro's position may very prob- 
ably be illustrated by this very ancient mode of government, 
which, apparently, explains, also, the position of Melchize- 
dek. King of Salem, but also priest of the Most High 
God."* 

> The eimilAiity of this arrangement to the English system of tithiugs, hundreds, 
etc,, is striking. 

* Glasar^s Skitee der Cfegchichte vnd Geographie ArcUderts. vols. Berlin, 1890. 
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AT SINAI. 

The distance to Mount Sinai, from the point on the Gull 
of Suez at which the Hebrews had crossed what was then 
the upper end of the Red Sea, is only about one hundred 
and seventy miles, including the windings of the route ; 
but it was not till the third month after the Exodus^ 
that the host at last pitched its tents under the shadow of 
the Mountain. They had rested at various points for re- 
freshment or supplies ; now they were to camp on the same 
spot for nearly eleven months, while they were being finally 
organized as a nation. 

The great plain of Er Rahah — the palm of the hand ” 
— ^which is large enough to give ample space for the tents 
of a host of more than two million souls,* had doubtless 
been selected from the first by Moses ; to whom every 
glen and mountain of the whole region had become familiar 
during his long stay with Jethro. It was, indeed, the only 
level ground in the whole district which could accommodate 
the multitude as a whole.* Nor could a fitter theatre have 
been chosen for the great events which were soon to happen. 
The Sacred Mountain, known in its diffei:ent peaks, as 
Sinai, '^the jagged;"* Horeb, ^^the dry," or ^^bare;" or, 

^ Bznd six. 1. > Sir Henry James, In JS^MOktrH OommmU., toL i. p. 442. 

* See the map published by the Ordnance Survey. 

* Bbera explains ** Sinai ** as **the Mount of the Desert of Sin,*' but the name is 
■Mie probably derived from that of the Moon-^od--no( goddess ** Sin," a deity ol 
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simply, the Mount of God/ rose in awful grandeur before 
the whole camp ; a stupendous height of granite rocks, tom 
into chasms and precipices, and shooting aloft in a wild con- 
fusion of pinnacles, worthy the names they bore. Valleys 
cut off its stupendous form, on all sides, from the heights 
round, so that it stood apart, as if separated from all else 
for the lofty honours now awaiting it. On the south, the 
heights of Sinai” rose with overpowering majesty from 
the Sebaijeh plain, like a huge granite monolith, 2,000 feet 
into the sky ; the pinnacles of the central hill, rent and 
shattered by natural convulsions, towering still more sub- 
limely aloft ; while at the north end, or Horeb, a wall of 
naked rock, 1,200 to 1,500 feet high, rose in awful grandeur, 
directly in front of the Hebrew camp. The lengthened 
approach, as to some natural sanctuary, through a frame* 
work of gigantic mountains, had been, itself, a fitting prep- 
aration for the coming scene. The plain reached without 
an interruption, almost to the very cliff ; a low border of 
' alluvial mounds, at its foot, unseen except at close approach, 
providing bounds ” to keep the people from actually com- 
ing to the mount.* Over the long and open sweep they 
could hereafter remove and stand afar off.” But from 
every point the wall of rock rose into the sky, in its lonely 

the earliest ages in Western Asia. Sinai was, apparently, the sanctuary of ** Sin In 
these regions, and thns a “ holy place " from remote ages, before Moses led the 
Hebrews to it 

> Ezod. lit 1 ; xvt 1. Dent. i. 8 . 

• ** The plain slopes gently to the foot of the mount, with a surface as smooth as if 
tt had been artlflcihlly prepared. It is qtiite capable of having contained the entire 
encampment of the Israelites, lor it should never be forgotten that their ordinary 
tentage must have occupied very little space, like that of the Arabs now. . . 1 

was astonished at the literal truth of the Scripture passage which speaks of the 
mountain that might be touched. I often wondered what it meant, for it seemed a 
natural question respecting any mountain, ‘Where it commenced.' Now, however, 
when I saw Moont Sinai, the literal troth of the whole description flaahed npon 
me.'*-X 4 /b qr i>r. voL i. 19 . 400, 401. 
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grandeur, like a huge altar, in front of the whole congrega^ 
tion ; * an awful throne from which the voice of God might 
be heard, far and wide, over the stillness of the great plain 
below. 

Nor were other features of supreme importance awant- 
ing. Water and pasture were essential to the existence of 
the host and its herds, and both were found in greater 
abundance in this part than in any other in the district. 
In the upland valleys to which the march had led them 
— ^for Er Bahah is more than 4,000 feet above the sea 
— springs and brooks which are never dry are unusually 
numerous, and must have been well known to Moses before- 
hand, for there would be no water-course in all these moun- 
tains which he had not, in his long shepherd life, frequented. 
The heights might, moreover, be wild and bare, but the 
presence of water insured many spots of pasture in the 
countless glens, such as Wady Sheik and Wady Sebaijeh, 
and Wady Feirdn was close at hand with its exceptional 
richness.* Here, therefore, the tribes pitched their tents and 
awaited the further commands of Moses. 

Ever 3 d:hing around was in keeping with the purpose for 
which the great Leader had brought them hither. Sinai 
had already been, for an unknown time,® the Mount of 
the Moon-god ; and a sacredness still clings so ineffaceably 
to it in the mind of the tribes of the Peninsula, that gi*eafc 
yearly religious feasts are held by them in its neighbour- 
hood,* and pilgrimages made to it from every part of the 
Arab world. In such a spot every impression would act on 
the mind with the utmost force. 

* Btnai and Paleattne, p. 48 ; and Knobel'g p. 180. 

■ Afl to the water and paetnre of the part, see Borckhardt, Syriens PP* 018, M 
Tischendorff, vdL i. p. 944. 

• Bzod. ill. 1. 


4 Bnrckhaidrs Syrien, p, 800. 
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Safe in the bosom of the mountains, the Hebrews were 
now ready for the higher organization required to con- 
stitute them a free, independent, and self-governing nation. 
In this, their peculiar relation to God determined the char- 
acter of the institutions needed. He had redeemed them 
from slavery, cared for them in the wilderness, and aided 
them in battle ; borne Himself, indeed, as their divine guar- 
dian, and marked them as the special objects of His regard. 
Nor could they fail to be impressed with the dignity thus 
conferred on them ; for what other people had such a Pro- 
tector ? Egypt, with all its glory and its host of tutelary 
divinities, had been utterly humbled before Him. Till now 
unknown among the crowd of gods acknowledged by the 
nations, Jehovah had shown himself to be greater than all, 
and had utterly put them to shame. This Great God above 
all gods was the Leader and Strength of Israel. 

To be thus the Chosen People involved, however, many 
obligations on their side. They enjoyed this amazing 
honour as the descendants of one who had left his native 
country that he might be faithful to his religion, and who 
had received the promises they were now to realize, as a 
reward for his obedience to the Divine will, and the honour 
he rendered it in his daily life. It was no less obligatory 
that they, as a nation, should, like their great forefather, 

obey His voice and keep His charge. His commandments. 
His statutes, and His laws ; " * and to secure this it was 
necessary that these should be so plainly made known, as to 
furnish a permanent standard and rule of conduct for them 
in succeeding ages. 

The unique relations in which they stood to Jehovah 
required, however, that the laws thus to be established 


> Geik.ixvLai 
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Bhonld embrace not only their religiong, bnt also their 
civil duties; for Jehovah, besides being their God, was 
also their invisible King. They were, in fact, under a 
theocracy, or reign of God, who was alike their spiritual 
and their temporal Head. Nor was such a constitution new 
to them ; for in Egypt the gods had been honoured as the 
supreme rulers of the land, acting through the Pharaoh, one 
of their number ; and he and they had been honoured by a 
vast priesthood as its divine sovereigns. But the gods of 
Egypt had been mere human inventions, and their govern- 
ment a vain figment of superstition and craft. Jehovah, 
who had chosen the Hebrews in all their weakness as His 
first-bom," was the true God, and His government was 
no fable like that of the gods of other nations. He had 
delivered them from Eg3rpt and from Amalek, from hunger 
and from thirst, and had guided them on their way, and 
now showed Himself in their midst in ^^the fiery, cloudy" 
pillar of His presence. No human king could have cared 
for them with a more minute and sedulous regard ; and this 
care was, henceforth, to be extended to all their national 
and private life, by the proclamation of laws which He 
would require them to obey for their good. 

Two Divine covenants" had already been made with 
man — the first with Noah ; the second with Abraham, as 
the ancestor of Israel. A third was now to be established 
with his descendants, in fulfilment of the promises made 
centuries before. The details of its institution as given in 
Exodus are sublime, beyond those of any other transaction 
in the Sacred History anterior to the story of the Incar- 
nation. But we need not wonder at them, for if, in the case 
of a single soul that cries to God, He draws near to enter 
into spiritual relations with it; how much more might He 
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be expected to descend^ as we are told He did, on Sinai, to 
meet a whole people, now, alone of all the nations on the 
earth, looking to Him as their God, and desiring to dedicate 
themselves openly to His service and glory ? 

The cloud which had gone before the host on its march 
had settled over the Sacred Mountain ; thus transferring 
thither, in the eyes of all, the visible symbol of the Divine 
Presence. To that mysterious centre Moses had hitherto 
drawn near, to receive the Divine commands ; and he now 
ascended the. mountain, which had become as it were the 
throne of God, to approach Him, as before, in this awful 
veil. Having done so, he received a commission such as 
has never, besides, been vouchsafed to man. He was to 
descend and tell the house of Jacob, in God’s name, that 
if they obeyed His voice and kept His covenant, they would 
be to Him a jKJCuliar treasure above all nations, for all the 
earth was His ; and that as their King, He would make 
them a kingdom of priests to Him, and a consecrated people. 
Need we wonder that the heads of tribes and lesser divisions 
of the host, summoned by Moses to hear such a communi- 
cation, answered forthwith, as if with one voice, in the name 
of their brethren, that they pledged themselves to do all 
that Jehovah had spoken ? * 

The way was now open for the formal adoption of Israel 
as the people of God, set apart by Him, as His instruments, 
to teach mankind religious truth, and prepare them for the 
final development of His kingdom upon earth, under His 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Three days^ preparation were 
commanded as for a high festival ; and, in anticipation of 
the near approach of their Divine King, their persons and 
dothea, soiled and stained by travel, were to be deanaed# 


* Ssod. JCbL 7« a 
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and all defilement avoided. The nations around made 
themselves ready, thus, for the approach of their monarchs, 
and Israel might well do equal honour to its almighty Head. 
Only an invited few, however, were to go up into the moun- 
tain, to His immediate presence. No others were to approach 
it on pain of death. It was, as it were. His secret chamber, 
from which, as with earthly kings, all but those summoned 
by Himself must keep away or perish.' As His abode for 
the time, it was holy, and as such, consecrated to Him alone 
as His pavilion round about Him.^’ 

The interval must have strained the expectation of all, and 
filled every heart with conflicting emotions. Open to the 
profoundest impressions by the very awe of the preparation, 
thjy awaited the event. At last, on the morning of the third 
day, the peaks of the mountain were seen veiled in thick 
clouds, through which lightnings quivered vividly and un- 
intermittently, as if the vast height were aflame ; terrible 
thunders leaped from crag to crag, and reverberated in 
multiplied echoes, like the sound of mighty trumpets an- 
nouncing the approach of God. The phenomena of thunder- 
storms were in all ages associated by the Hebrews, as by 
other early and simple races, with the Divine presence,* and 
were its fitting accompaniments when Jehovah now actually 
drew nigh. All nature was moved, and seemed to tremble 
before Him. The people had been led out by Moses to see 
a spectacle so august, but its terrors awed small and great ; 
for as they ga?ed, the mountain appeared to smoke like a 
furnace, and to reel on its foundations. The scene realizes 
itself best from the impressions retained of it in after ages, 
and embodied by the inspired poets of the race : — 

> To enter the presence of an Bastern nninYited, was death. Esth 

^. 11 . 

« Fs.zvm.a-16; xzix.8-a 
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The earth shook and trembled: 

The foundations of the mountains moved and were troubledt 
* * « ♦ * # " 

He bowed the heaven and came down, 

A^id darkness was under His feet. 

He rode upon a cherub and did fly: 

Yea, He did fly upon the wings of the wind. 

He made darkness His secret place; 

His pavilion round Him were dark waters and thick clouds of tho 
skies.” * 

“ The earth shook: the heavens also dropped at the presence of God; 

Even Sinai itself was moved at the presence of God, the Gk>d of 
Israel.” • 

“ His lightnings enlightened the world : 

The earth saw and trembled; 

The hills melted like wax at the presence of Jehovidi, 

At the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.” • 

Jehovah might Himself be invisible, but what god of 
Egypt could proclaim his presence with such awful sub- 
limity ? No wonder that the Hebrews shrank to the ut- 
most limits of the plain, to get as far as they might from 
such overpowering terrors. 

But if the sight presented were august, the words which 
sounded above the thunders were still more so. 

While the people were stiU marshalled at the foot of the 
heights, Moses had ascended into the thick cloud above, and 
now there fell on the ear of the multitude, words, simple, 
indeed, and easily understood, but so full of deepest import, 
as to have formed, ever since, the basis of all morals and ad- 
vancement. 

To engage the sympathies and interest, first, of those 
immediatelj addreesedi and, after them, of all ages, Jehovah 

> Pi. xvilL r-ll. » p*. Irviil 8 • Pi. xmrfl. 4, A 
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condescended to reveal Himself in the relations most fittvd 
to call forth loving obedience. To have proclaimed His 
power or greatness alone, or even His awful holiness, would 
have established no tender bonds between Him and those 
whom He had chosen as His people. Instead of this. He 
disclosed Himself as the God whose wondrous guidance they 
had recognized, and whose Power had been displayed on 
their behalf — who had led them foi*th from Egypt ; open- 
ing a path for them through the sea, and overthrowing 
the mighty Pharaoh and his hosts. Thus shown to be the 
God of gods. He yet offered Himself as the special Guardian 
and Father of Israel, if its sons, on their side, maintained 
their fidelity to Him. He was no invention of the imagina- 
tion; no mere symbol of the powers of Nature, like the 
idols of Egypt ; but had proved Himself a strong Help to 
those who put their trust in Him. He was no cold abstrac- 
tion, like the gods of the Nile, incapable of sympathy with 
man or loving condescension, to engage the intellect and 
heart. He was present with them, even now ; speaking to 
them in human language, and drawing them to Himself by 
every inducement of tenderness. 

But though thus near and thus gracious; though thus 
distinctly revealing Himself as the One, Only, Living God, 
with all the attributes of strict Personality ; He was still the 
Invisible, of whom no likeness must be attempted. As a 
contrast to the image worship of Egypt, to which the He- 
brews were accustomed, this prohibition was elaborately and 
separately enforced. There must be no symbol borrowed 
from the heavenly bodies, as in so many cases in heathen- 
ism ; nor from the animal creation around, as in Egypt ; 
aor from the fishes or sea creatures, as in Palestine and 
Assyria. Moreover, the awful name of Jehovah must not 
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be giyen to any of the vain and shadowy idol gods ; * for, 
ciompared with Him, all else that is worshipped as divine is 
ail idle vanity. To keep holy the Sabbath^ ceasing from all 
work on the seventh day, was a custom already followed 
from antiquity — ^perhaps from the days of Adam — ^but it was 
now enforced with renewed strictness, as needed to deepen 
religious feeling ; to provide for its constant reinvigoration ; 
and even as a merciful rest for man and beast. That hon- 
our should be paid to parents was also of great moment for 
all ages, but especially when, as yet, morality had no high 
sanctions, and barbarism largely prevailed. Not a few 
nations of antiquity were wont to put their aged fathers or 
mothers to death, or to abandon them when helpless.* 
Among ancient races a mother generally stood in an inferior 
position, and, on the death of her husband, became subject 
to her eldest son. But it was now commanded that the 
son, even if he were the head of the family, should honour 
his mother as he had honoured his father. Human life 
was little valued in antiquity, but it was now proclaimed, 
^^Thou shalt do no murder." Man was created in the 
image of God, and therefore his life should be sacred. The 
old world was poisoned to the core by prevailing unchastity, 
for even the gods were represented as impure. But the 
Voice from Sinai commanded, ^^Thou shalt not be un- 
chaste,"* Property was declared sacred, and theft stamped 
as a crime, as was also false witness. Nor was only the 
outward act condemned, for even the thought of evil was 
denounced in the words Thou shalt not covet." 

1 This Is tbe meaning given by Graetz to tbe words : Tbon shalt not take the naiM 
of tbe Lord thy God in vain. Gese/iic^ der Juden^ vol. i. p. 88. 

* Darwin tells ns that the Terra del Fnegiana do so at this time. 

40*, p. 814. 

* Gneta notices teat thd word used indndea aU forms of impurity. 

VOL. n.-«o 
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What, in comparison with a moment like this, was the 
whole record of .the Indian, Egyptian, or other nations, 
however ancient — ^with all their wisdom, or their gigantic 
creations of temples, pyramids, and colossi ? The trans- 
action on Sinai was for all time and for the life beyond. It 
laid the foundation of true morality and human dignity 
among mankind. It was the birth hour of a people differ- 
ing from all yet seen. The simple but profound truths of 
a spiritual God of whom no likeness was to be made — ^a 
Being who draws to Himself the oppressed and wretched ; * 
of the veneration to be shown to parents ; of chastity ; of 
the sacredness of human life and of property ; of truth be- 
tween man and man ; and of the necessity of a clear con- 
science, were first revealed at Sinai, as a legacy for aU ages. 

Antiquity had doubtless its high morals, taught by illus- 
trious minds, but they had failed to impress themselves on 
the masses of mankind, since they wanted the necessary 
sanction of Divine authority, and fell on the ear only as 
abstract precepts. But the Ten Commandments, pro- 
claimed by God Himself ; not only with an awful majesty, 
but with the attractions of Infinite love, and the terrors of 

> Widely spread tradition, says Strabo, makes the Jews descendants of the Egyp- 
tians. A certain Moses, a {viest, dissadslied with life on the Mile, withdrew from it, 
and, with him, many who honoured the Great God. Hoses taught that the Egyptians 
acted foolishly in making the gods like the beasts and the ox, and condemned the 
Greeks also, who gave them a human form God, he said, was no other than that 
One who surrounds us all, and even the land and sea— that One whom we call 
Heaven, and World, and Nature. But who of all endowed with reason can venture 
to make a likeness of such an one f Therefore all images were forbidden. They 
might consecrate a temple for themselves and honour the holy place— but it must 
have no image in it. When Moses had said this, and much more of the same tenor, 
he won over many thoughtful men to his views, and led them to the place where 
Jerusalem is now. Their descendants for a time continued true to their pure life 
and fear of God. But, afterwards, a superstitious priesthood got the power over 
them ; then tyrants ; and from superstition rose the laws about food which still 
prevail, and also those about circumcision, and the custom of having eunuchs. ** The 
Egyptians," says Tacitus ▼. 4), “ worship many animals and Images made by 
thdr own h a nds ; the Jews xecogniae only one God, and that with the ndnd alone." 
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unbending righteousness ; stood out, forever, as laws which 
henceforth demanded the reverent obedience of all. 

Nor was there a less marked difference between the duties 
they enforced on men towards their fellows, and the prac- 
tice till then prevailing on this point. There had been 
many laws on the subject, but they were those of the op- 
pressor, laid on the weak as a yoke ; of the strong, for his 
own advantage, to keep the multitude in feeble dependence. 
The first laws proclaiming social equality were now revealed, 
and sent abroad amongst men as the leaven of a higher and 
nobler future. The evils of caste and social proscription 
were thus condemned. The Israelites had come to Sinai as 
trembling slaves, hut they returned to their tents, after 
hearing the words of God from its summit, a Sacred People 
of God, a Nation of Priests, the Peculiar Treasure of Jeho- 
vah. Henceforth, they were to be the teachers of mankind, 
and, as such, to bless all races. 

But the great truths announced from the Mountain would 
have been forgotten if left without a permanent record. 
They were therefore engraved on two Tables of Stone, that 
they might be remembered for ever, and these tables were 
ordered to be kept in the Sacred Ark, which, when made, 
would be the central object in the National Sanctuary. It 
was necessary, moreover, that the obligations imposed by 
the ^^Ten Words,” should be explained in detail, for guid- 
ance in public and personal life. Special subordinate laws 
were, therefore, added. That Jehovah had redeemed the 
whole people from Egypt was seen to imply the essential 
equality of all its members. There were to be no slaves 
amongst them. No Hebrew should either sell himself, or 
be sold, for life. If any one had forfeited his liberty, he 
was to serve only ^2^ years, and to be free on the seventh. 
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Those who despised their parents, or committed deliberate 
murder, were to be put to death — even the sanctuary afford- 
ing no refuge, if they fled to it. The murder of a non- 
Israelitish slave was to be punished, and one injured by hia 
master, even to the extent of losing a tooth, was at once to 
be made free. Laws fixed the penalty for injuries to prop- 
erty, even when the hurt was not designed. Chastity was 
protected by strict enactments. The laws respecting the 
treatment of widows and orphans, to secure them from 
injustice, and to wake pity for their helplessness, were es- 
pecially precise. Even foreigners who connected themselves 
with the tribes were to enjoy the protection of their laws ; 
for Israel was never to forget that it had been a stranger in 
Egypt, and its sons must not treat others as they themselves 
had been treated there. For the poor, special provision, on 
the most generous scale, was made ; and every seventh year 
all the fields, vineyards, and olive trees were left wholly to 
them. Three yearly feasts were appointed, at which all the 
men should assemble at one centre, before God. Sacrifices 
to be offered habitually were assumed as already established, 
but the details of rites were left for future legislation. 

A short digest of these laws, thus marked throughout by 
righteousness, and by a spirit of love and tenderness, was 
forthwith to be written down in a book, by Moses, as the 
Code of. the new nation — the Book of the Covenant — obe- 
dience to which was the condition of God^s fulfilling His 
promises to them. This book was apparently intrusted to 
the Levites — who formed the educated class of the nation. 

Such inter-relations of earth and heaven bore in them, for 
Israel and mankind, the germs of the loftiest national and 
individual character. Nor is it wonderful, that, as ageti 
passed and trouble darkened over a race thus set apart b} 
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JehoTali as His own, they should gradually have developed 
in its sons an assured belief that He would reveal Himself 
as the Messiah, to effect for them a second still greater 
redemption than that from Egypt. Words of such human 
sympathy, coming from One so infinitely exalted and so 
absolutely holy, opened a new religious era, of which the 
incarnation of the Divine Son was only the predestined 
culmination. 

The solemn ratification of the covenant thus made was 
in keeping with the astonishing details of its proclamation. 
A mysterious presence, made known as the Angel of Je- 
hovah, would henceforth go before the Hebrews, if they 
obeyed His voice, and open their way to the land which 
had of old been given to their fathers ; but everything would 
turn on their fidelity to this covenant with Him. If, on 
their part, they loyally obeyed Him as their God ; He, on 
His, was ready formally to seal the amazing transaction. 
Moses, with Aaron and his two sons — Nadab, ^Hhe gen- 
erous" or noble," and Abihu, He, God, is my Father " — 
and seventy of the elders of Israel, were summoned to the 
Holy Mount; all but Moses, however, being required to 
worship afar off. An altar, of earth or unhewn stones,* was 
built at the foot of the mountain, and beside it were set 
up twelve stones as memorial pillars, to witness that the 
covenant had been duly accepted and confirmed by each 
tribe.* Burnt offerings were then consumed on the alto, 
and thank-offerings presented, the first-born sons of chosen 

1 Bxod. XX. 24, 96. Altus were to be built either of earth or of unhewn stone. la 
antiquity the former were very common, and were known as grassy altars," "altars 
of turf," from the sods laid on them to bind them together. If of stone, no iron 
was to touch the stones ; they were to be left as God made them. In no case wexo 
altars to have steps to them. To prevent the legs being uncovered, the approach. If 
needed, was to be by a slope, A dmllar law, for the same reason, obtained amoi^ 
the Bnm a ns . * Gen. xxvlil. 18 ; xxxL 4& 
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femilies serving as priests 5 no special priesthood haying been 
as yet appointed.’ 

Then followed the formal ratification. Putting half of 
the blood in basins, Moses sprinkled the altar with it, and 
forthwith read to all the assembly, from the Book of the 
Covenant,” the written words of the Ten Commandments 
and the laws subsequently given ; the people answering, 
after he had done so, All that Jehovah hath commanded 
we will do, and be obedient.” The other half of the blood 
was then sprinkled over the representatives of the people, as 

the blood of the covenant which Jehovah had made with 
them ; ” in accordance with the custom of antiquity, which 
thus consecrated the offerer to his God. This sprinkling of 
the altar and of the people was a counterpart of the estab- 
lished forms by which the parties to a covenant bound them- 
selves to its faithful performance. Such transactions were 
confirmed among the Arabs and other races, by the parties 
to it exchanging blood taken from their own persons ; some- 
times tasting each other^s blood ; * at others mixing it with 
wine and drinking it,* after dipping the points of their 
swords into it : * the idea, in all cases, being, that they thus 
became one blood, and as such had entered into a bond of 
indissoluble friendship. In the Sinai covenant the same 
thought was embodied, but in a more befitting expression. 

s So the Targans, jaetlj. In connection with Bxod. xxil. 39, by which Hret-born 
eona were consecrated to Jehovah, 

* Herod., 1. T4. Tac., Ann., xli. 47. 

* We recited the Fatihah (opening chapter of the Koran), and after solemn 
pledges of mntnal and inviolable faith, each ;of na opened a vein of hla left arm, 
Bomewhat above the elbow, letting the blood ran down and mingle in a brass cap. 
. . . Oat of this cup we drank, each, a full draoght, becoming thus, according to 
Bedouin usage, ' brothers ' for life and death.'*— Agha, by Gilford Pal* 
grave, p 138. Stanley constantly speaks of having taken part, among the native 
races of Africa, in a similar coatom, which bad the eamo biiidtpg power of creatiiig 
haotherhood. 

* Herod., It. 10, 
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The blood consecrated to Jehovah, poured in part on His 
altar, and in part sprinkled on themselves, made them one 
with Him : showed that He and they, henceforth, stood in 
the closest relations ; and pledged both Him and them, by 
the most solemn obligation, to be faithful to a covenant thus 
ratified.* 

But amidst all these amazing incidents, an event occurred 
which showed how the religious tone of the people had suf- 
fered, from the influences of their previous history. Long 
residence in a country so idolatrous as Egypt had had its 
inevitable result in winning them over more or less to a 
sympathy with the observances seen on every hand. Not 
only had they been in the midst of the degrading religion of 
Egypt : the Asiatic tribes of the Delta, around them, had a 
special idolatry of their own. Some, indeed, maintain that 
an invincible repugnance must have been felt by the He- 
brews, as Asiatics, to the Egyptian gods, and trace their 
heathen notions to the related Semitic peoples with whom 
they had been in contact. Thus, Lengerke shows how they 
would naturally derive them, not only from the Hyksos and 
other Eastern races already in Egypt, but from the position 
of Goshen, at the entrance to the country from the north- 
east, and hence open to the easy introduction of the idolatry 
of Western Asia. The worship of the Canaanites must, be- 
f>ides, have been familiar to them before their migration to 
the Nile, and would be kept alive in their memories by the 
intercourse between the two countries ; while the star wor- 
ship of the neighbouring Arab tribes could not be unknown, 
as the route to the mines in their districts was much in use. 
The worship of Moloch, a Babylonian god adopted in Ca- 
naan, seems, indeed, to have been practised by the Hebrewi 

^ Bftbr, /SlymMUt vol. iL pp. 4S0iL 
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while still in Egypt They had apparently already^ while 
ihere> learned to devote their first-born children to that 
hideous idol, as a burnt sacrifice.* Many details of the 
Mosaic laws, in fact, seem to allude, directly, to this god ; 
as where Jehovah claims for Himself the first-bom. The 
scapegoat of the Day of Atonement* was the counterpart of 
offerings sent into the wilderness to Moloch. The ass was 
sacrificed to him, but must, in Israel, have its neck broken, 
if not redeemed.* The stern prohibition of any payment 
for impurity being accepted by the priests for the worship 
of Jehovah,* was, moreover, evidently aimed at the licen- 
tiousness of the service of Ashtoreth, the Asiatic Venus. * 
Jeroboam^s calf-worship, as we shall see, was due to Assy- 
rian and Phoenician, not Egyptian influence, though the 
second commandment was directed against the multitude of 
idols and symbolical images in Egyptian temples, and espe- 
cially against the worship of animals. In later times at 
least, without question, the idolatry followed by Israel was 
Assyrian and Babylonian : their worship of Siccuth and 
Chiun, mentioned by Amos,* being that of the Assyrian 
gods Sakkoth and Kewan, the planet Saturn. 

Ezekiel, indeed, tells us that, while they were still on the 
Nile, God had demanded that they should not defile them- 
selves any longer with the idols of Egypt, and had required 
every man to cast away the abominations of his eyes ; ” 
the household gods to which he did reverence.^ But these 
may either have been Egyptian or Asiatic. It seems im- 
plied, however, in Leviticus, by the stem command, to 

i Bzek. XX. 96. > Lev. xrl. 29. 

* Bxod. xiii. 18 ; xxxiv. 20. * Bent, xxiii. 18. 

6 Leiigerke'8 Kenaan^ pp. 876-8. See Movers* PhthUz.j toI. 1. pp. 868, 871. FroA 
Sayce holds thtt Asherah— the goddess of fertility— was quite distinct from 
reth, or Astarte— the Assyrian latw. The Sible ond the Mommeniet p. 91 

• Amos V. 26. See vol. i. p. 60. ' Biek. xz. 7, 8; zzSL8,l 
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offer no more sacrifices to goats/’ ' that^ in some cases, at 
least, they copied the native idolatry of the Nile, if, indeed, 
the reference be not to the goat-like demons or satyrs sup- 
posed to haunt the desert/ 

The incidents of the struggle with Pharaoh ; of the march 
to Sinai ; and of the giving of the law ; had been designed 
to substitute, for such idolatry, faith in Jehovah, as the 
invisible but all-powerful Leader of Israel, and the one only 
living and true God. But it was natural that among a 
people so accustomed to idols, and in an age when the sight 
of the Deity was held absolutely essential by mankind at 
large, there should be a craving for some visible symbol even 
in the worship of Jehovah. This had been already indul- 
gently met, by the presence of the cloudy and fiery pillar 
before the host, and by the overpowering spectacles of the 
Holy Mount. It was further, presently, commanded that, 
as an additional emblem of the presence of God amongst 
the people, a perpetual fire should bum in the Tabernacle 
which was to be constructed. But the total proscription of 
such images and symbols as they had seen on every hand in 
Eg3rpt, was too sublime an advance in religious ideas to be 
accepted or understood at once. Nor must we judge such 
a nation too hardly, when we remember that, even at this 
day. Eastern Christendom has its sacred pictures, and the 
Western Church its images, as aids to devotion. It is difil- 
cult, even after so many ages, for civilized, as for uncivil- 
ized, races, to banish everything human and sensuous from 
their conception of an -invisible God. The Hebrews, who 
till a few weeks before had worshipped Apis or Mnevis, the 
ox-gods of Egypt — or Moloch, the ox-god of Canaan-^must 
have found it still harder to trust in an unseen Being, and 
> Ley. xvll.r« xviil.it. « 8ee mbm woid, I m. zzzIt. U-IB^ SL 
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doubtless were inclined to think Moses such an incarnate 
divinity as they had been accustomed to consider the kings 
and priests of Egypt. But since their arrival at Sinai he 
had not continued with them as before. After the first few 


days he had been summoned to the Mount, and had now 
remained there more than a month, till it seemed to some 
in the camp, in spite of the cloud of the Presence on the 
heights above them, as if he had forsaken them, or had 
perished among the lightnings and thunders. Helpless and 
lost in the absence of a leader, they demanded that Aaron 

should make a god for them, 
like those they had known in 
Egypt, to be, in their eyes, 
the God who had brought 
them out from that land, 
and to go before them, in* 
stead of Moses. They had 
no thought, apparently, of 
worshipping any other being 
than Jehovah, but wished to 
A wr,,, do so under the form of a 

Bronze Figure op Apis.— 

familiar idol ; ‘ and that 
within a few days after the command had sounded to them 
from the Mount, forbidding all such similitudes." 

The sacred ox — Apis — of Memphis, which lay near the 
Arab city of Cairo, was one of the greatest of Egyptian gods, 
the incarnation of Osiris, and his most cherished emblem as 
the patron of agriculture.* It was, indeed, worshipped 
launder three names, at different places, as Apis, Basis, and 
the black calf Mnevis, whose shrine was at On, almost in 






> Bzod. xzxfl. 4. Aaron sajs, ** Th4t is thy etc. (Ut.). 

• Plot, /«.• 7A Warborton's IHvine Leyaikn, ▼ol* PP* 3,0^ 
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the midst of the Hebrew population. But of these three. 
Apis was the most famous. A calf, affirmed by the priests 
to show the mysterious markings which proved its divine 
birth, was brought on a sacred ship to Memphis, with great 
pomp, and conducted to a splendid palace-temple, where 
extensive courts and shady walks were provided for his 
pleasure, and hosts of menials attended to wait on him. 
He was allowed to drink only from one special well, and his 
food was as carefully chosen as if he had been really divine. 
Oxen were sacrificed to him,® and he received the constant 
adoration of multitudes who came to worship or to consult 
him as an oracle. His answers, indeed, must have been dis- 
tressingly uncertain, for they seem to have been determined 
by the readiness with which he took food from the hand of 
the inquirer ; from the particular door by which he entered 
his gorgeous stable ; and by other indications of a class no 
higher. His magnificent tomb has already been described,* 
but his death was an event which eclipsed the gaiety of all 
Egypt. Every one shaved his head, and gave way to lamen- 
tations, which continued till a new Apis was found, and then 
the rejoicing was as universal. As with other gods, high fes- 
tivals were held yearly in his honour ; his birthday, especially, 
being a great national holiday, celebrated with sacrifices, 
feasting, and religious dances, but also with foul license and 
vice. Herodotus describes some pf these religious saturnalia, 
from which the characteristics of the feast of Apis may 
be judged. Women played on castanets, men on flutes ; 
the multitude singing and clapping their hands together to 
the music. Lascivious dances turned the precincts of th^ 
temple into a wide abomination, and wine, drunk to excess, 
heightened every other evil. Such festivals were indeed 

*Pagel& For hia **2naikB,^ Beep, ai. 


»H«rod., U.88,41. 
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common. At that of Im, men and women beat themBelves 
after the sacrifice, like the flagellants of the middle ages, 
while the Oarians, settled on the Nile,* cut their foreheads 
with knives.* 

Of the local worship of Moloch, the ox-god of the Asiatic 
tribes of the Delta, we have no details, but no doubt it was 
similar to that of Apis or Mnevis, and the feasts in its 
honour would be equally licentious and revolting. 

Deficient in the great qualities of a leader, which so pre- 
eminently marked his brother Moses, Aaron weakly listened 
to the clamours of the crowd, that he should provide for 
them an idol emblem of Jehovah. He may have withstood 
the demand till awed by fear of personal violence ; for tradi- 
tion assigns the death of Hur to his resistance to the pro- 
posal. Yet, as the results showed, only a small part of the 

1 Lev. xix. 28 ; xzi. 5. 1 mngs xviii. 86, 88. Jer. zvi. 6 ; zli 5 ; zlvii. 5. 

* Herod., IL 60. Dancei and music were nenal at the religions festivals of the 
Jews. Bzod. zv. 20. Jodg. zzi. 8. 1 Sam. zvlii. 6, 7. 3 Sam. vi. 16. Dancing, as a 
religions act, dates indeed from the earliest ages, and prevails in some conniries even 
at this day. In India, for example, dances before an idol are a feature of nearly 
every religions festival, and the dancing of Mohammedan dervishes is well known. 
Very possibly the idea is not unfounded which traces snch rites to an imitation of 
the iieavenly bodies. (Volney's Voyage en Syrie^ vol. ii. p. 408, note.) Lucian tin* 
hesitatingly maintains this opinion. ** Dancing.^* says he, ** is no new custom, bat 
dates from the beginning of all things ; for the ciisKipgji^tions of the stars, and the 
movements among each other of the planets and flzed stars, and their well-ordered 
‘ harmony, ezplain Us ori^n.'' Even Milton snpposes snch religious dances among 
ttie angels in heaven, before creation. 

** That day, as other solemn days, they spent 
In song and dance about the sacred hill ; 

Mystical dance, which yonder starry sphere 
Of planets, and of fized * in all her wheda, 

Besembles nesrest : mazes intricate, 

Eccentric, intervolved, yet regular, 

Then most, when most irregular they seem; 

And in tb^ motions harmony divine. 

So smooths her charming tones,that God's own ear 
Listena delighted." t 


* finds fixed Stan. 


t Xcft, Bk. ▼. 
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host were actually compromised in this religions defection,' 
and the whole movement might have been crushed in the 
bud, by manly firmness. Instead of this, however, he in* 
vited the men, with their wives, sons and daughters, to give 
him their golden ear-rings to melt into the image they de- 
sired. It was fitting to make it of such materials, for many 
of these ornaments, engraved with magic characters, and 
consecrated to some idol, were worn as amulets.* Thin 
plates of gold formed from these sufficed to coat over a 
wooden figure, of Moloch, Apis, or possibly of the calf 
Mnevis, the emblem of the Sun-god Homs ; Aaron, or 
rather those appointed by him, engraving the necessary 
sacred marks on it,* and thus preparing it for worship by 
the multitude. There would be no difficulty in finding 
artificers for such work ; carvers in wood and workers in 
metal no doubt abounded in the camp, slaves in Egypt 
being often taught, for their master^s profit, the various arts 
and trades of the land. 

That the golden calr was a copy of the sacred ox or calf 
of Egypt, has, till late years, been generally taken for 
granted. It is now, however, questioned, as has been no- 
ticed, whether it was not rather a reproduction of the god 
Moloch, worshipped by the Asiatics in the Delta. A com- 
mon national origin, as well as numerous intermarriages, 
would make such an idol at once familiar and attractive to 
the Hebrews. They might be proud of their descent from 
Abraham, but they retained at all times a lingering attach- 
ment to the idolatry he left behind him at Haran. The 
teraphim in JacoVs household and camp were, indeed, only 
a first indication of a feeling that showed itself through all 

> Bee the niieU namher mentioiied in Bzod. xxidL S8. 

* Biehhom'e MnltUung in tUu If. T., vol. 1 p. 684. Winer, azt. 

4 BeepeffeOI. 
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their history, to the downfall of their State. The names of 
the gods worshipped and the forms of idolatry might vary, 
but undoubtedly the bias to Babylonian and Canaanitish 
heathenism never died out. They were especially given to 
the worship of Moloch through their whole subsequent his- 
tory. There is no trace," says Bunsen, of any Asiatic 
stem ever borrowing a religious solemnity from the Egyp- 
tians ; for the idols of the Nile were an abomination to such 
races, when not an object of ridicule." He therefore thinks 
that the golden calf was an image, not of Apis, but of 
Moloch, who was worshipped under the shape of an ox, or as 
a human form with an ox^s head.* He adds, that he himself 
met some chiefs of the Druses, in London, in 1842, who car- 
ried about with them a small gilded figure of an ox, in obedi- 
ence, as they said, to an immemorial custom of their people.® 

Tradition fixes the time of the Hebrew defection as in the 
month of Tammuz, our July,* which would correspond with 
that of the annual summer feast of ancient religions, espe- 
cially the Semitic ; the festival changed afterwards by Moses 
into the Feast of Tabernacles, all that was impure and idol- 
atrous being excluded. A considerable interval must have 
passed before everything was prepared, but at last, six 
weeks ^ after his brother had gone up into the Mount, Aaron 
announced that the next day would be kept as a feast to 
Jehovah ; the golden calf being recognized as in some way 
His symbol. 

With the dawn of morning, matters came, finally, to a 
crifflB. Burnt sacrifices and peace offerings having been 

> MOverB, PJOniz.^ Tol. i. p. 372. 

* Bansen's Bibd Urkunden, yol. i. pp. 180-188. Ewald agrees with him that the 
calf was not an allusion to Egyptian hut to Asiatic ‘idolatry, as introdnced to Egypt 
by the Uyksos. Geschiehte, vol. ii. p. 258. Lengerke thinks it was Apis. Kenaan, 
p. 881. Sayce says, without hesitation, that it was Moloch. Lengerke died in 18S5. 

• Smith's Jhi^na/ry ^ iiu vol. iL p. 417. « Ezod. xxiv. 28. 
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presented to the calf, the people sat down to feast on the 
parts of the victims not consumed on the altars; and, this 
being ended, gave themselves up to the wild license with 
which such occasions had been associated in Egypt. Mean- 
while, no messenger had been sent to Moses to warn him of 
what was afoot; if indeed awe would have permitted any 
one to ascend the Mount. But now a Divine intimation 
apprised him of the danger, and he hurried down towards 
the camp. Presently as he and Joshua came nearer, and 
the noise of the feast reached them, it was supposed by 
Joshua, soldier-like, to be the sound of a hostile attack, 
such as that made by Amalek not long before. But Moses, 
true to his own instincts, interpreted it rightly, as neither 
the shout of victory nor the wail of the defeated, but the 
roll of wild choruses in a religious festival. 

Once amongst the people, the influence of his strong will 
was seen in an instant. Passing straight to the idol, he 
ordered it to be instantly removed, and broke up the 
assembly by the mere awe of his presence. 

The incident had been critical, for God had threatened to 
consume the whole multitude for such an apostasy, and had 
only spared them at the earnest and touching intercession 
of Moses. It was imperative that the evil be rooted out, as 
far as possible. The calf, itself, must first be utterly de- 
graded from all suspicion of divine power, and was therefore 
ground to powder, and strewn on the stream of which the 
people had to drink. To kill a sacred animal was a terrible 
sacrilege, but to be forced to drink the ashes of a desecrated 
idol, was a still more impressive punishment, for the wate 
in which they were mingled became accursed, and to taste 
them brought with it the direst results.* 

^ As in Num. v. 24-37. The converse of this ides is seen in the fact that among 
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Yet, this was only the beginning of retribution. TAough 
tender and loving as a woman ; willing indeed to be blotted 
out of the book of God,‘ if only the sin of his people might 
be forgiven; Moses had, on occasion, all the sterner attri- 
butes of a strong ruler of men. Authority had been over- 
thrown in the vast host, for Aaron had let the people fall 
into wild lawlessness and insubordination,* which, if not at 
once crushed, would run riot in idolatry, and destroy the 
whole scheme of Theocracy at its rise. Standing in the 
gate of the camp, therefore, he summoned to him such as 
were on the side of Jehovah, and was forthwith answered by 
‘ill the men of the tribe of Levi, the smallest of the twelve 
tribes.* These he instantly ordered to gird on their swords 
and, passing through the host, to put down the rebellion at 
any cost. Ere night, terror had seized the offenders, and 
the camp was saved, but not before 3,000 men had fallen. 

Mohammedan 0 at this day water in which has been steeped a bit of paper on which 
are a few words of the Koran is thought the most certain of all medical remedies. 

> Sxod. zszii. 82. 

* Szod. zxzii. 25. “ The people were naked ’’—literally, “ are not to be reined in.” 

The rest of the yerse may be read, ” for Aaron had let go the reins unto them, for a 
whispering, or derision among their enemies the worshippers of the true God 

would hereafter be taunted as the worshippers of a calf. 

* Nnm. ill. 89 ; xxvl 62. 28,000 males from a month old, i^mards, would perhaps 
imply 60,000 persons in all, in the tribe. 
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STILL AT SIKAI. 

In its results, the apostasy of the golden calf affected the 
whole future history of Israel. It was an open and flagrant 
breach of the covenant so recently made with God, and for 
the time cancelled it. Even Moses felt this, and had shown 
that he did so, by throwing down and shattering the tablets 
inscribed with the Ten Words on which, primarily, all 
else rested — ^an act tantamount to throwing up his high 
commission as leader and prophet of the people. Since 
they had repudiated their relations to Jehovah, the laws 
which expressed those relations would only be dishonoured 
by being delivered to them. The narrative of Exodus dis- 
closes the gravity of the moment in language of mysterious 
sublimity. Moses, once more ascending Sinai, pleads with 
God for the pardon of Israel and of Aaron — praying that his 
own name may be blotted out from the book of heaven with 
theirs, if they be not forgiven. But all he can for a time 
obtain, is the promise that an angel would henceforth guide 
them to Oanaan. Jehovah Himself was too offended to 
come near the camp, nor would it be well He should, lest 
His anger burst forth to their destruction. 

That their God was no longer to dwell among them, as of 
old, struck the hearts of all with a profound grief, which 
expressed itself in the striking form of a universal public 
mourning. Every ornament was laid aside, and the sombre 

VOL. lL~«i 
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dress of general humiliation and penitence adopted. Nor 
was this merely for a time. Henceforth, the hope of re- 
stored favour was connected with the retention of this visible 
confession of guilt till they had finally entered Canaan.' 
There were, also, other marks of the breach between God 
and His people. The tent of Moses, which had hitherto, 
apparently, been the temporary sanctuary of the camp, 
marked by the mysterious cloud at its entrance, was re- 
moved to a distance ; as if the symbol of the Divine Pres- 
ence could no longer be vouchsafed among the apostate 
multitude. There, aloof from the guilty host, the mys- 
terious pledge of His not having wholly forsaken Israel 
still hung — ^but it was not, as before, in their midst. All 
who sought Jehovah ” had now to go outside the camp, 
and thither, also, Moses had to betake himself for Divine 
communications. The awe felt towards him had returned 
with greater force than ever after his re-appearance, and 
his future relations with Jehovah intensified it still more. 

When he used to go out to the Tent of Meeting," * says 
the sacred narrative, every man was wont to stand in the 
entrance of his tent, looking after him till he went in, and 
he cloudy pillar then came down and rested at the entrance 
of the tent, while Jehovah talked with Moses face to face, aa 
a man speaks to his friend. And all the people, each time 
they saw it, fell on their faces at the entrance of their 
tents." * But, as yet, there was no priestly or Levite 
guard over the sacred dwelling, for, when Closes returned 
to the camp, it was left in charge of Joshua.* 

> Bxod. zzxiii. 441. * The tent where Jehoyah met w4th Hoaee. 

^ Bxod. xxxHi. 7-11. All these yerses speak of eyents happening often. When 
Israel is spoken of as a stiif-necked people, it means, a people who in their 
self-will throw back thdr necks, as if In ^eittance. 

* Bxod. xxxiii. U. 
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Forly days elapsed after the great catastrophe^ before the 
prayer of Moses receiyed a full answer, and then, at last, the 
life of Aaron was spared, and Jehovah once more promised. 
Himself, to go before Israel to Canaan/ This was equiva- 
lent to a renewal of the covenant, and a re-appointment of 
Moses to his great commission. He therefore, forthwith, 
resumed his old position. But, as at the burning bush he 
had craved some sign of the Divine favour, and some pledge 
of help, he now, with the yearning so peculiar to antiquity 
for a vision of the Godhead, asks that his re-installation 
might be similarly accredited,® and this petition also was 
granted. Placed in a crevice of Sinai, the majesty of Jeho- 
vah passed by, and a voice was heard proclaiming His pres- 
ence and attributes. A new period in the career of the great 
prophet dates from this time.® Two other tables, hewn from 
the mountain side, and inscribed afresh with the ^^Ten 
Words, marked publicly the renewal of the covenant. 
Once more he remained forty days in the mountain, but this 
time the camp stood the test of his absence, and there was 
no sign of defection. Descending at last with the pledge of 
restored favour with God, it became evident that he stood 
on a loftier elevation above his countrymen than before, and 
was surrounded by an awful and mysterious greatness. A 
supernatural light, caught from near approach to the glory 
of Jehovah, shone from his features® and required to be hid- 
den by a veil till it gradually faded, and it was noticed that 

> The pleading of Moses with GK>d for Israel is unspeakably toaching, and so also 
is the language ascribed to Jehovah : “ Must then My presence go wl^ Thee : win 
nothing less suffice, that I may give thee rest?'' Exod. xxxiii. 14, Ewald'a tnii» 
lation. 

• Exod. xxxiif. 18. * Exod. xzxiv. 89. 

4 The Hebrew word karan^ to shine, is connected with a horn, and hence, 
In the Vulgate, Moser* is represented aa ^vlng horns after his return from the 
Divine preseuce. This is the origin of the fancy which depicts him, as in the great 
ftatne Michael Angdo, with hoiaa. 



8M SIZUi iLT SXXXL 

this splendour was renewed- as often as he returned to the 
camp from communion with God.* 

The covenant having been thus re-established, it was now 
possible to prepare a more formal sanctuary than the tent of 
Moses. It was fitting that a centre should be provided to 
which all might turn as to the visible abode of Jehovah, the 
God-King of Israel. Accustomed to see images of the gods 
present among other peoples, they craved some equivalent, 
and were graciously heard. Though symbols of Jehovah 
were proscribed, they would have among them the mysteri- 
ous cloud which attested His presence, and could thus boast 
far higher honour than any other nation.* 

How ^^the pattern of the future Tabernacle was re- 
vealed to Moses is not told us : we only learn that he was 
guided in its construction by monitions from God. It may 
be, as Dean Plumptre puts it, that the lower analogies of 
the painter and the architect, seeing with their inward eye 
their completed work, before the work itself begins, may 
help us to understand how it was that the vision on the 
Mount included all details of form, measurement, materials, 
the order of the ritual, and the apparel of the priests."^ 
The case of David, who tells us that the smallest particulars 
respecting the Temple were included in the things which 

the Lord made him understand in writing, by His hand 
upon him,'nhat is, by an inward illumination which seemed 
to exclude the slow process of deliberation and decision, 
furnishes a parallel to that of Moses.* But if thus mysteri- 

> Exod. xzzhr. 4-85. Deat. x. 8-5, 10. Comp. 8 Cor. ill. 7 ff. 

* In antiquity the deaire for a yislble presence of the deity was not only a grant 
cause of the multiplication of idols, but showed itself in the passionate enthusiasm 
with which the household gods were kissed, watched, and protected. For any one to 
lose his gods was to lose all pledge of secnrlty or welfare. It was natural, therefore, 
f6r Israel to wiah earnestly that God might be present, by some symbol, 
tham. • * Ibid, 
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oudy planned, its execution was left to human instruments, 
among whom the names of only two survive — Bezaleel, in 
the shadow of God,^’ Le., under His protection, of the tribe 
of Judah ; and Aholiab, the father^s tent," of the tribe of 
Dan— both having doubtless gained their artistic skill in 
Egypt. 

The Tabernacle, as its name implies, was a movable tent- 
temple, suited to the requirements of an unsettled and wan- 
dering people. It was, hence, necessarily small — its length 
being only about 45 feet, and its breadth 15, which was also 
its height.’ Its sides and western end, for it was open at 
the east, were formed of boards of acacia wood,* the only 
timber in the Sinai region suitable in its size and qualities. 
These boards were fixed in wooden sockets covered with sil- 
ver ; a plating of gold over both sides, and also over a series 
of acacia pillars and connecting bars, by which the structure 
was made firm, lending further dignity to it ; though the 
splendour thus lavished was hidden beneath a succession of 
coverings which constituted the roof, and extended down 
the sides and end, nearly, if not quite, to the ground. 

The description of these given by Josephus* throws a 
striking light on the condition of the Hebrews as a whole, 
for they show that numbers must have had the finest art- 
culture of Egypt, to enable them to produce such work. A 
veil of ten cubits every way, he tells us, hung over the pillars 
plated with gold which divided the interior of the Taberna- 
cle into Holy and Most Holy, and made this specially sacred 

1 The eabit Is reckoned s is in. here and in the following pages. Condor makes 
H* a: 16 in. 

* Tristram's NaU Si»t, ((f the BUiU^ p. 891. The tree is the Acacia Seyal* Its seed 
hasa pod like that of the labnmnm : its bark is used for tAnning : camels browse on 
its terrible thomst and it yields the gam arable of conunerce. Acacia wood was 
largely need for diip-bnilding in antiquity, from its tonghness and dorability. 
Ritter's JOrOkumU^ yoL kIt. p. SK. • Jos., Ant., lU. tL 11. 
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portion inyisible. On it, he says, were embroidered all sorts 
of flowers, and ornaments of many kinds, the forms of ani- 
mals only excepted. Another veil hung over the five pillars 
at the entrance, and formed, as it were, a door. Besides 
these there were ten other curtains, four cubits broad and 
twenty-eight long, spread as a roof and as walls, coming to 
within a cubit of the ground. Others, thirty cubits long, 
were woven of hair as fine as wool, covering the tent and 
reaching to the earth. Over these again were other curtains 
of skins, the animal from which they were taken seeming to 
have been the tahash, a kind of seal found even now in the 
Bed Sea. This description differs, however, from that of 
Exodus, which informs us that the innermost covering, 
which virtually constituted the Tabernacle, was made of ten 
great curtains of ^^fine twined linen,^’ each twenty-eiglit 
cubits long by four broad : their surface embroidered with 
figures of cherubim, worked in threads of violet-purple, 
red-purple, and crimson, by skilled men, and thus forming 
a series of gorgeous tapestries covered with these mysteri- 
ous forms. The Egyptians were believed to have invented 
woven stuffs and were famous for their looms, often making 
on them triumphs of art, rich in figures of natural or imag- 
inary objects. It was natural, therefore, that famous work- 
ers in tapestry should be found among the Hebrews. The 
second covering was of eleven curtains of goats’ hair, thirty 
cubits long and four broad. The third covering was formed, 
as already said, of the skins of the tahash. 

Figures of cherubim were also worked with the same 
gorgeousness of colour on the veil which separated the Holy 
of Holies from the Holy Place, and the forms thus alone 
permitted in the Sacred Tent appear subsequently on the 
inner wdls of the Temple, on the doors, and on the sup- 
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ports of the great layers, b^ing accepted as emblems of the 
descent of God to the awful spot and His presence in it : 
cherubim being associated with His manifestations in the 
heayens. The conception of such beings was easy to the 
Hebrews from the traditions of the mystic beings known by 
the same name, at the doors of palaces and temples on the 
Euphrates, from which their forefathers came, and they 
must have been no less familiar to the Phoenicians of Pales- 
tine and of the Egyptian Delta, for the religious ideas of 
Mesopotamia had very early passed to all the nations of 
Western Asia and to the related communities on the Nile. 
Over the inside coverings was one, of rams^ leather, dyed 
red, and over this, as has been said, was placed a fourth of 
the skin of the dugong, a kind of seal, found still in the Eed 
Sea, and known to the Hebrews as the tahash.’ The leather 
made from this material is even at present used for san- 
dals and shields in the Sinai Peninsula, and was anciently 
in demand for the winter tents of soldiers, from being 
impervious to water, and as a fancied protection from 
lightning.* 

The interior was divided into two chambers, the eastern, 
forming the Holy Place, thirty feet long by fifteen broad ; 
the inner, or Holy of Holies, only fifteen feet square. Like 
the corresponding space, bearing the same name, in Egyp- 
tian temples, this specially sacred spot was at the west end, 
and was wholly unlighted ; for a double curtain of the finest 

1 The Hebrew word, Tahash, is no donbt the equivalent for the Arabic “ Tnhash,” 
which 18 a general name for the varione species of a^als, dngongs, and dolphins found 
in the Red Sea. Tristram’s Nat. JRst. of the MUe, p. 44 

s Palmer’s Sinai ^ p 89. Knobel’s Genesis^ p 261 The n-^e of the acacia wood and of 
taha«h skin in the conetmetion of the Tabernacle are striking undesigned coinci- 
dences" in proof of the strict historical truth of the narrative. Both are Iqcal juro- 
ductions, unknown elsewhere. Hichhorn, MnleUung, vol. lii. p. 266. Fiurer’a 
Geographie, p. 11. The enstom of dyeing rams' skins red still continoes. Irby and 
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workmanship, bright, like that on the inner walls, with 
many colours, and adorned with strange forms, like the 
curtains of golden tissue before the Holy of Holies of an 
Egyptian temple, at, once divided it from the Holy Place, 
and veiled it in permanent darkness. There was no shrine, 
however, such as I have seen in the great temples at Emeh 
and Denderah, great monoliths hewn into a dark recess, 
closed by a stone door, apparently for the secret resting- 
place of the god, in awful seclusion. 

The sacred tent was enclosed in an open space 75 feet 
broad and 150 feet long. Of this, the eastern end, or en- 
trance, was closed by hangings of costly workmanship, 
though not of the same exceptional fineness as that of the 
inner curtains ; * the pillars supporting them being plated 
with copper, except on the cornices, which were covered 
with gold. The connecting bars above, however, were 
gilded throughout, and the hangings themselves were held 
up :by golden hooks, though the sockets of the pillars were 
only of copper. That the entrance was at the east, and 
thus faced the west, was in keeping with the usual practice 
of the age in sacred stnictures,* 

On the other three sides, a series of pillars and bars, 
strengthened and ornamented with silver and copper, 
formed a framework from which hung a line of curtains, 
depending from silver rods. But their height was only 7^- 
feet, while the Tabernacle within was 15 feet. 

The sacred equipment of this sanctuary was inevitably, in 
some respects, similar to that of heathen temples, though in 
vivid contrast to them by the absence of any idolatrous sym- 
bols. In His wisdom, God here, as elsewhere, sanctioned 
the use of existing forms and ideas, as already familiar and 

> Boaenmailer, m. AlUrth., L L W. 


> Xzod. nvU. 16. 
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easily understood, but separated from them all that might 
lead to error. 

It is yery interesting, howeyer, to notice the resemblances 
between the Mosaic institutions and thos$ of other religions. 
In Ancient Babylonia and Assyria there were festiyals and 
fasts with prescribed rites and sacrifices for each ; they had 
peace offerings and heave" offerings; they dedicated 
their first-born to the gods; they had sin offerings, and 
they distinguished between the meal offerings and animal 
sacril^ces. They had clean and unclean food ; the unclean, 
which was forbidden, including the flesh of swine and 
creeping things." They had high priests and others of 
a lower order; ^^seas" like those of Solomon^s layer, for 
priests and worshippers to wash in before approaching the 
god ; temples resembling the Tabernacle and the Temple of 
Jerusalem, with a Holy of Holies concealed by a veil, from 
profane eyes, where the god at times seated himself. There 
were two altars and a table of shewbread, and, inside the 
shrine, a coffer containing two written tablets. The coffer 
was the ark or ship " of the god, and was carried in reli- 
gious processions. The coffer of the little Temple of Imgur 
3el, fashioned like a ship, and thus pointing back to a 
hoary antiquity, when the first worshippers who made use of 
these coffers dwelt by the seashore, as did the old Chaldsean 
inhabitants of the city of Eridu, on the shores of the Per- 
sian Gulf, from which the primitive Babylonians derived 
their religion, gives us a fair idea of what the Israelitish Ark 
of the Covenant must have been like. These ships filled 
an important part in the Babylonian ritual. A hymn, for 
example, dating from the distant ages, when the form of 
an ark had not yet superseded the primitive form of a ship^ 
describes the sacred ship or ark of Merodaoh : 
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Its helm is of cedar . . . 

Its serpent-like oar has a handle of gold— 

Its is painted turquoise. 

Seven times seven lions of Eden (the field) fill its deckf 
The god Adar fills its cabin, built within. 

Its side is of cedar from the forest. 

Its awning is the palm tree of Diloim, 

Carrying away its heart is the Canal, 

Making glad its heart is the Sunrise. 

Its house, its ascent, is a mountain that gives rest to the heart. 

The Ship of Ea is Destiny. 

Nurgal, the princess, is the goddess whose word is life. 

Merodach is the god who pronounces the good names. 

The goddess who does the house good, the messenger of Ea the ruler 
of the earth, even Naugar — the lady of work — the bright one, the 
mighty workman of heaven, with pure and blissful han^, has 
uttered the word of life ! 

May the ship before thee cross the canal! 

May the ship behind thee sail over its mouth! 

Within thee, may the heart, rejoicing, make holiday! 

Sacred arks, however, were not peculiar to Babylonia, but 
were used by the Phoenicians, among whom we find them 
mentioned sixteen hundred years before Christ, and the He- 
brews had seen them in every temple in Egypt * as shrines of 
the gods, and indeed their use continued to later times, as 
in the case of that of the Temple of Artemis, at Patrae, in 
Achaia, which contained the image of Dionysus, veiled from 
sight in reverent secrecy ; or of that of the Temple of Hera, 
at Olympia, in which were kept several idols, and some 
sacred books, as in that of Isi^l.* Such an ark was com- 
manded by God to be prepared and placed in the Holy of 
Holies in the Tabernacle, as the symbol of His having taken 
possession of it as His peculiar dwelling-place. It was to be 
of acacia wood, the material least liable to decay, of any 

1 They wen oouBum also to the Anyrians, Babylonians, Btrnacans, Trojans, and 
OieelB. «fiahr*8/^ym6oiU:,vol.i.p.88e. 
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ayailable. In size it was only small^ for it measured no 
more than 3 feet 9 inches in length, and 2 feet 3 inches in 
width and depth. Without and within, it was overlaid with 
the purest gold ; a moulding of the same material running 
along its upper edges, to receive a golden covering known as 
the Mercy Seat. This, also, was made of beaten gold, with 
two cherubim, apparently of human form, rising, one from 
each end, with outspread wings, and bending towards the 
centre ; for images were not proscribed altogether by Moses, 
except as symbols of religious worship. Rings of pure gold 
in its four comers, or ^^feet," received staves similarly 
plated, and these were to be removed, lest in taking 

them out the priests might touch the sacred chest itself, ‘ 
which was thus rectangular like the sacred ark of Baby- 
lonia, and was like it also in the mode by which it was 
carried about, for the Babylonian ark was borne by means 
of staves passed through rings at its four comers. The 
sacredness of the Tabernacle culminated in this supreme 
symbol of the presence of God ; for it was from between the 
cherubim,® as the mystic supporters of His throne and its 
unsleeping guardians,* that He made known His will to 
Moses, and accepted the atonement made once a year for the 
sins of the people, when the high priest entered, at this long 
interval, to sprinkle the mercy seat with the blood of the 
appointed propitiation. 

Inside the Ark, however, there was no idol, to be borne 
about on high festivals, and shown to the people, as in 
heathen religions ; but in its stead only the two Tables of 

1 Nam. iy. 15. 

x God is often spoken of as ** dwelling between the cherabim (Ps. Izzx. 1 ; xdz. 
1). See, also, Exod. zxy. 22. Elsewhere they beiff t;he throM of God (SSam. zzii. 
11. Ps. zviii. 10. Esek. iz. 8 ; x, 4, 18). In the last verse it is said ** the giory stood 
m.the Ghemtiim." « Bbhr’s SymbUik, vol. L p. 877. 
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the Commandments, spoken from Sinai, and the Book of 
the Covenant, made by Jehovah with Israel : the fitting 

emblems of the true 
religion/ 

In the Holy Place, 
next the Holy of Ho- 
lies, stood the Table of 
Shewbread on the 
north side, the altar 
of incense in the mid- 
dle, and the sacred 
seven-branched lamp 

on the south. Of 
Egyptian PRIEBT8 THE Shbikb OF Table of 

A God. ^ 

Shewbread, or rather. 
Bread of the Presence, was of acacia wood, 3 feet long, 
18 inches broad, and 2 feet 3 inches high, plated with pure 
gold, and strengthened and ornamented with a framework a 
handbreadth deep, also covered with gold ; on which the 
top rested. Two staves plated with gold, and passed 
through four golden rings at the comers, supplied the 
means of carrying it when needed. On this table the 
priests were to place twelve cakes, in two rows, each Sab- 
bath, strewing incense over them,* as a sign that prayer and 
thanks were ever becoming ; removing them at the close of 
each week, and replacing them by others ; those removed 
becoming forthwith a priestly perquisite, to be eaten iji the 
Holy Place. The absolute dependence of Israel, alike in its 
tribes and as a whole, and of man as a race, on God, for 
d^y bread, could receive no more fitting acknowledgment ; 

t The pot of mEinui End Awon^E rod ware added after w irti . 

* Lev. zzly. 7. 
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for the Bread of the Presence remained before Him perpet- 
ually. Besides the table itself^ however, there were differ- 
ent vessels connected with its object ; a large golden basin 
in which the sacred bread was brought into the Holy Place, 
and for holding the fine meal of offerings ; pans or dishes 
for incense ; a large fiagon for the wine of drink offerings ; 
oups or chalices from which the wine was poured on the 
altar ; ‘ and small shovels on which to carry the incense, 
weekly, from the table to the altar of burnt offering. Such 
a table was regarded in antiquity, generally, as a necessary 
part of the furniture of a temple, as in that of Belus at 
Babylon, where a table with fiagons, incense bowls, and 
other sacred vessels * stood beside the image of the god. 

The sacred lamp was placed fittingly in the south, the 
peculiar region of the sun. Its shape was doubtless similar 
to that in the later Temple, of which a likeness remains on 
the Arch of Titus ; three branches bending upwards on each 
side from a massy stalk, and forming a straight line of six 
lampholders, increased to seven by a central shaft. The 
whole, with the lamps themselves, and the very snuffers 
and snuff-dishes, were elaborately wrought of pure beaten 
gold. Shut in by thick curtains, the Holy Place, like the 
Holy of Holies, had no light, and hence, to dissipate the 
gloom, and also to serve as a symbol that He who guarded 
Israel neither slumbered nor slept, all the lamps were never 
extinguished at one time, but shed a perpetual light in the 
sacred chamber.* 

The Altar of Incense,* which was only 18 inches square 
and 3 feet high, was overlaid with pure gold on the top and 

> Xzod. ZZY. 29. Lev. xziy. 6-10. * Herod., 1. 181, 188. Diod., ii. 0. 

• Bwald thinks the central lamp holder, as a symbol of the Sabbath, rose higher 
than the others. AitsrtASmer, p. 485. 

« Bxod.xa». 1-6. 
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the Bides, and ornamented with a raised moulding, also of 
gold. Four horns, covered also with rich gold, rose at the 
comers, and golden rings on the sides provided for its being 
home by two staves plated with gold. Incense was burned 
in this every morning when the lamps were trimmed, and 
every evening when the whole were kindled, and its horns 
were once a year touched with the blood of the sin offering 
of atonement. The fire on it, moreover, was never allowed 
to go out, that that on the great brazen altar might always 
be kindled from it, or from the perpetually burning lamp.* 
The Altar of Burnt Offerings stood in the outer court. 
It measured 7^^ feet in length and breadth, and was 4^ feet 
high, and proportionately large, with horns at the corners, 
like those of the altar of incense, as emblems of the suppli- 
cations of the offerer, rising like flame heavenwards. As 
such they were sprinkled ever anew with the blood of atone- 
ment, and when grasped by trembling fugitives from ven- 
geance were a sanctuary, inviolable except in a few cases.’* 
Its acacia frame was overlaid with copper, and ornamental 
work of the same metal rose two feet from the ground, ail 
round, to keep the feet or clothes of the officiating priests 
from touching it. Copper, indeed, throughout, even to the 
rings and plated staves, was the only metal used. The hol- 
low interior was apparently filled with earth, smoothed on 
the top like a hearth. Pails for carrying away the ashes, 
and the residuum of the offerings ; shovels for lifting them ; 
vessels for sprinkling the blood; forks for taking up the 
pieces of the sacrifices, and pans for the charcoal of the fires ; 
all of copper, constituted its furniture. Such brazen altars, 
with similar horns, were common in antiquity, as, for ex- 

< KShler, Lehrfiudk der Bib, p. m Bffsld*a p. 48r. 

•aKiiig8i50:iLS& 
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ample, the great brazen altar before the temple of the Syrian 
goddess at Hierapolis, in Syria.* 

A huge Brazen Laver, rising from a stand, the whole 
made from copper mirrors given for the purpose by the 
women,* formed the only other object of large size in 
the forecourt, and provided the indispensable means for 
the many ceremonial washings of hands and feet required 
by the priests, during their ministrations. 

All the materials for this national sanctuary were supplied 
by the free offerings of the people. Nor is it at all wonder- 
ful that, though so costly or varied, they should have been 
procurable even at Sinai ; for there were Hebrew families of 
various ranks,* and, as a whole, the people had brought 
away much from Egypt, at the Exodus. Moreover, the 
whole quantity of any one thing required was not great, for 
the plates of gold, or silver, or copper, may have been very 
thin, and the cotton or linen for the finer or coarser curtams^ 
was not much to come from a whole nation. That the vari- 
ous artificers required should have been found in the camp, 
is not at all surprising, for Egypt excelled in every art 
needed for the Tabernacle, and not a few Hebrews, as 
already said, had doubtless acquired them while there. How 
easily could the weaving of the curtains, for example, have 
been learned from a people who could manufacture the 
famous quilted coat of mail sent by Amasis to Ehodes, of 
which every thread was made up of 360 strands.* 

The Tabernacle," thus designed, took only seven 
months to prepare ; so zealous were the penitent multitude 
to atone for their sin at Horeb. At last, on the first day 
of the second year from the Exodus, it was formally erected 

< Lucian, J)e Syr. Deo, 99. s Exod. zxxviii. S- 

1 Cbron. iv 18. A Jew in Egypt is said to bm married a daughter at PliaiiiQb. 
* Herod.. Ill 47 
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in the midst of the camp^ the Cloud of the Presence fori3i« 
with descending on it ; a pledge of its acceptance by Jeho- 
yah as His dwelling-place among them. 

But the departure from the patriarchal constitution, 
hitherto prevailing, implied by the new sanctuary, neces- 
sitated still further changes. There had, till now, been 
no special class set apart for religious duties, though there 
had never been wanting those who performed all needed 
rites for the people. Thus, before the Law was given, we 
read of priests who came near unto the Lord," * for the 
individual Hebrew family had acted from the earliest times 
as a unit complete in itself, each with its own priest. First- 
born sons apparently had held the office — the young men 
who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of 
oxen un<!o Jehovah," at Sinai.* Nor did this old custom 
soon die out, for we find a young man " of the family 
of Judah," acting as a Levite in Micah^s household at 
Mount Ephraim, more than fifty years after Moses.* Even 
centuries later, indeed, the sons of David were at least titu- 
lar priests,* and David himself wore the specially priestly 
ephod when he brought the ark to Zion,* while Solomon 
acted and was honoured as a priest on the most solemn 
occasions.* 

The institution of a hereditary priesthood was thus an 
invasion of ancient customs such as only a crisis like that 
of the apostasy made possible. Israel gloried in being a 

nation of priests," from their peculiar privileges of ap- 
proach to Ood. The higher spiritual gifts moreover be- 

>Sxod.zix.tt. s Sxod.zzlT.5. > Jadg. zrti. 7-18 ; xilU. 8. 

< SStm. Till. 18. “Chtef mien** » priests. The title may be merely one of 
honour ; bat there ie no gtoand for tbinldDg It exdado* the priestly dignity. See 
also 8 Sam. xx. 26. 1 Kings ir. 6 : ** Chief ruler '' and ** principal oflloer m priest. 

* 8 Sam. vi. 14. 

• 1 Kings Tili. 88 & See XwaUi's JiXsrtMhPMr. 
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stowed on many members ol the commnniiy — ^raising them 
to the dignity of prophets or representatives of God — made 
the whole race, in a sense, ^'holy." But a system of 
priestly rites and laws was now to be established which 
could not be intrusted to the simple arrangements of former 
times, and, indeed, could not be duly executed except by a 
body of men specially set apart and prepared. How far it 
had been at first designed by God to introduce the Levitical 
worship, with its lengthened detail of ceremony, and its 
varied offerings and sacrifices, cannot be known. Yet it is 
striking to find Jeremiah saying, in the name of God : I 
spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the 
day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, con- 
cerning burnt offerings or sacrifices : but this thing I com- 
manded them, saying. Obey My voice, and I will be your 
God, and ye shall be My people; and walk ye in all the ways 
that I have commanded you, that it may be well unto you.^^ * 
The inferiority of the merely ritual and ceremonial system 
to the spiritual seems, indeed, to be expressly stated by 
Ezekiel, and to be regarded by him as a needful condescen- 
sion to the tendencies of the people. Therefore I gave 
them statutes that were not good, and judgments whereby 
they should not live." * 

The fidelity of the tribe of Levi, amidst the defection of 
the calf-worship, seems to have determined its being chosen 
for the honours of the hereditary priesthood now to be intro- 
duced. Moses had indeed implied this in the words with 
which he launched them forth against their brethren : Pill 
your hand to-day (with a gift) to Jehovah ; consecrate your- 
selves to His service ; if you have to turn against even son 
or brother, spare them not. Your fidelity will bring down 

1 Jir.TiLas,88; tMalsoAiBaiT.as. • Biiek. zx. 16. 

Y0L.1L--«I 
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a blessing on yon. Henceforward yon shall be devoted for 
ever to Him alone/^ * A beautiful legend as to the choice of 
Levi for the honour of the priesthood must not be over- 
looked. ^^When Jacob," say the Eabbis, ^^fled from his 



fa therms house to Mesopo- 
tamia, and a Divine vision 
had promised him a splendid 
future, he vowed that, if the 
Almighty would protect him, 
keep him from sinful deeds, 
and restore him in peace to 
his home, he would consecrate 
a tenth of all that he had to 
God. Eetuming from Syria 
rich in goods and herds, the 
pious father, true to his vow, 
separated the tenth of all he 
possessed, to a holy end. But 
the angel who appeared to 
him at Mahanaim, asked him, 
Thinkest thou, Jacob, that 
thou hast quite fulfilled thy 
vow ? Know that the Lord 
claims not mere worldly gifts 
alone ! Thou hast more than 
ten sons, and thou hast not 
yet tithed thejp to God. 
Wishest thou not to conse- 


crate <jne of them to His service ? And Jacob forthwith 
did as the angel counselled. Counting from Benjamin, 


> Bsod. izziL 29. See Kell and Delitaach. Enobel. Heea, OtschkdtU Mosest voi 
ip.ao6. 
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Levi was the tenth, and on him fell the lot, to be holy to 
the Eternal, and therefore was he chosen to the priest- 
hood/^ * But the historical grounds for the selection are a 
more trustworthy explanation. 


As was befitting, a spe- 
cial dress was appointed 
for the priestly class thus 
appointed. It consisted 
of a pair of short white 
linen drawers, reaching 
from the loins to the mid- 
dle of the thigh,® and a 
cassock of diamond or 
chess-board pattern ® of the 
same material, woven in 
one piece throughout, 
which came nearly to the 
feet, and was secured round 
the waist by a white linen 
girdle, embroidered with 
flowers in blue, purple, and 
red. These, with a round 
turban, like the cup of a 
flower, completed a cos- 
tume sufficient for a hot 
climate. This dress, how- 
ever, was only worn dur- 



ing the performance of 


duty ; that of the people generally being apparently substi- 


tuted at other times. No onb was allowed to* sleep in it. 


» Beers* L^t>m p. 27. 

» Jo«., Ant.^ ni. vii. 1 Bzod. xxviii. 40-42. Tiev. vitt. 18 
• Bfihr's Symbolic vol. U. c. 8, 1 2. Leyrer in Herzog, vol. vii p. 714. 
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and when it wag soiled it was neyer washed^ but torn up to 
make wicks for the sacred lamps. The sanctity of a holy 
place in the East^ which had required Moses to take off hk 
sandals at the burning bush^ found a similar expression in 
the case of the priests, who were required to minister bare- 
foot ; and this they tenaciously did, though it not only drew 
ridicule on* them from the heathen,* but often seriously 
affected, their health.* 

In addition to the dress of his humbler brethren, the 
high priest wore, over the usual cassock, an upper sleeveless 
robe of purple-blue, woven in one piece, elaborately fringed 
at the neck, and ornamented round the skirt, which almost 
reached the feet, with alternate golden bells, and pome- 
granates of blue, purple, and crimson. Above this came the 
ephod, a shorter tunic, with dlits for the arms, like the robe 
beneath ; the back and front being connected by shoulder 
pieces of broad golden embroidery, in which were inserted 
two large onyx stones engraved with the names of the twelve 
tribes— to mark the representative character of their wearer. 
Over this ephod, suspended by blue cords from golden rings, 
hung a breastplate of the same rich materials as the shoul- 
der pieces, folded into a square pocket of a span in size each 
way. On this flashed twelve precious stones set in gold, in 
three rows, and engraved, like the shoulder jewels, with the 
names of the tribes. With this ornament were associated, in 
some way, the mysterious Urim " and Thummim,'^ in 
connection with which the Divine will was made known 
through the high priest, in his official capacity. What th^ 
words really mean is, however, very uncertain. They have 

> Jut., Sat., vi. 159. Ugoliiii, toI. vlii. p. 976 ; vol. xlli. p. 406. 

* The Egyptian priests also were barefooted at their mlnlstratiofis, and Mohaminep 
dana cnmiproxnlse matters by ptUting op sUppers on entering their inoeques. Uftgwr 
mttUer'B SchcUa in Vet. TetL, vol. L p. 419. 
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been supposed to refer to something analogous to an orna- 
ment worn by the president of the High Court of Justice in 
Egypt, who was necessarily a priest — a small figure, com- 
posed of costly stones, which was called Truth — forming 
perhaps an image of the goddess Tme, whose name has been 
supposed by some identical with Thummim,^^ ' though 
niany Egyptian schdars reject this derivation. It would 
seem, however, as if the translators of the Greek Bible had 
been of this opinion, as ^^Thum- 
mim " is always rendered Truth 
by them. So, also, ^^Xlrim" is 
thought traceable to the Egyptian 
word for '^revelation." Hence it 
has been suggested that the Urim 
and Thummim may have been two 
small images — ^kept in the pocket of 
the breastplate, or hung in front of 
it — ^representing " revelation " and 
"truth," which in some way gave 
oracular answers when consulted. 

That there were figures of cherubim 
in the Holy of Holies is thought to 
vindicate them from want of har- 
mony with the Mosaic system : but, „ ^ 

. . JfioTPTiAN Hien Pbobt. 

unfortunately, no details are given 
by which to test this explanation.* Josephus imagines that 
the precious stones on the breastplate were themselves the 
Urim and Thummim, and the Babbis add, that they flashed 

> Xben glm fhe nune of the goddees as Ka. She had closed eyes, and wore an 
oatrich feather on her head. The amulet called Ma was set with precious ttonoa 
inns EMgstochier^ Tol. L p. SIS. 

* Dlestel,in Heriog, yoL pp.TSMiS. Knobeli jBemfiw, on chap. xacfULSOi 
Bwald, AttsrMBwr, pp. til MB . 
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mysterious answers when interrogated. But it seems more 
in keeping with Scripture to regard the names as indicating 
an ornament unconnected with revelations from God, except 
in so far as these were only given through the high priest 
when he was clothed in all the insignia of his ofiSce — the 
breastplate and its associated emblems included. ‘ It is a 
curious fact that the XJrim and Thummim, and also private 
ephods, which were something of the same kind, are not 
mentioned after David^s time. 

The head-dress of the high priest consisted of the common 
turban of the priest wound round with white linen,® and 
bearing in front, fastened by blue ribbons, a plate of pure 
gold, on which were the words Holiness to Jehovah.” In 
other respects his garments were the same as those of other 
priests — ^the diaper-patterned cassock, the linen girdle, and 
the linen drawers. 

The dignity of the priesthood was limited to the direct 
descendants of Aaron, the rest of the tribe of Levi being 
restricted to the humbler duties connected with religious 
ministrations. To them was intrusted the charge of the 
Tabernacle and its furniture, on the march, and its erec- 
tion and defence when the camp was stationary. They had, 

s M. Lenormant has found allusions in the Assyrian tablets to a gem in a royal or 
priestly ring, the flashes trom which were regarded as oracular. This, he fancies, 
may explam the nature of the Urim and Thommim. That these were in the pocket 
of the high priest's breastplate— not outside— proves, he thinks, conclnsively, that 
they could not, as Josephus imagines, be any of the gems in front of that ornament. 
That the Urim—** light is more frequently mentioned in Scripture than the Thnm- 
mim— ** truth "—seems to him to support the theory that flashes of light constituted 
(he oracle. Xa ZHeinofion, p. 88. 

Philo says that the Uiim and Thummim were gems cut in the form of teraphlm. 
VU. Mot.f Tol. iiL p. 1S8. Sd. Mang^. But both this and M. Lenormant's idea seem 
Inadmissible. 

In the S^^eater'i OommaU. it is suggested that the Urim and Thummim were the 
authorised substitute for the patriarchal teraphlm, and that they were nsed for cast- 
ing lota. Tomethia seems fanciful, especially as regards the substitution for the 
%raphlm. « Kohkr, p. 880. 
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moreover, to wait on the priests, and to do the subordinate 
work for them, in connection with the public ministrations 
of the sanctuary.* 

The consecration of Aaron and his sons to the priesthood 
followed immediately after the erection of the Tabernacle, 
and occupied seven days, each marked by special ceremo- 
nies ; after which, on the eighth day, they were allowed to 
perform their priestly offices. But the great event did not 
pass off without a sad calamity. Nadab and Abihu, the two 
elder sons of Aaron, had already been honoured by being 
allowed to ascend Mount Sinai with the seventy elders and 
their father, to worship afar off, while Moses approached the 
Cloud of the Presence. But almost immediately after being 
set apart to the priesthood, they committed the offence of 
offering strange fire ; apparently presenting incense 
kindled otherwise than from the perpetual fire on the altar ; 
and perished at the hand of God for this wilful transgression 
of His newly given laws. Can it be that the prohibition 
of the priesthood from tasting wine or strong drink before 
entering the Tabernacle, which immediately follows the 
mention of the catastrophe, is a hint as to its cause ? * 

The closing weeks of the long stay at Sinai were fitly 
marked by a celebration of the Passover, in commemoration 
of the deliverance from Egypt, a year before ; an incident 
implying the possession of immense flocks, to supply a lamb 
for each household. A census was then taken of the men 
from twenty years of age and upwards, showing as the 
result, a grand total of 603,550,* exclusive of the tribe of 
Levi, and thus indicating an aggregate, in the whole host, 
of from two to three million souls. The calculation was 

* "Num. vlil 19; 3cvil. 2*6. 

> Rosenmilller, Scholia on tbe verses, Lev. x. 1-S. 

9 Swftld recognises this great number at comet. fl. { 1 . 097 . 
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based on the gross amount of a head tax of half a shekeH, 
levied^ for the Tabernacle, on each man ; a method which 
left the proportion of women and children uncertain. So 
cherished a precedent, however, did it become, that the 
attempt by the Bomans to introduce a more correct enumer- 
ation under Quirinus, in the days of Christ, excited a furi- 
ous insurrection. A separate census of Levi shewed only 
males, from a month upwards, in this, the smallest 
by far of all the tribes.* 

Everything was now ready for departure from Sinai. 
The Hebrews had encamped on Er Eahah nearjy a year 
before, a mere crowd of fugitive slaves, with only the rudi- 
ments of national organization, and the dimmest religious 
ideas. But the interval had effected an immense change. 
They had learned, with an impressiveness which they could 
never forget, that the gods of Egypt, and with them all other 
gods, were mere delusions and vanities ; and that the true 
Gk)d of the whole earth was an Almighty, Invisible Spirit. 
This Supreme Being had, moreover, taught them that, 
though unseen. He was near at hand, as a divine Leader 
and Protector. They had been filled with awe by the ter- 
rors of His descent on the Sacred Mountain,* but from their 

> See the flgores given for the different tribee, in Nam. ii. 

* In addition to special miraculous appearances and Bounds, It seems as tf n^nral 
phe nomen a had played a part in the occnrrenceB of Sinai. These are spoken 
of in Scnptnre as accompanied by appalling tbiinderstorms, with rain and lightning. 
Jodg. T. 4. Pb. Izviii. 7, 8, 9. JoBephua, also, deecribeB them in the same way. Ant., 
V. iii. 2. A modem traveller, narrating the ineidenta of a thunderstorm he wit- 
nessed on the spot, says : ** Bveiy bolt as it bnrst, with the roar of a cannon, seemed 
to awaken a series of distinct echoes on every side. They swept like a whirlwind 
among the higher monntains, becoming faint as some mighty peak intervened, and 
bursting with undiminished volume through some yawning cleft, till the very ground 
tremUed with the concussion. It seemed as if the mountains of the whole peninsula 
were answering one another in a chorus of the deepest bass, Ever and anon a Oasta 
of lightning dispelled the pitchy darkness, and lit up the mount 4s tf it had been day ; 
then, after the interval of a few seconds, came the peal of thunder, bursting like a 
■beU, to scatter its echoM to the four quartern of the baaTeaa, and ompeweriog An 
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midst they had heard words of tenderness and sympathy, 
which kindled their souls, and drew them in loving homage 
to His feet. 

Ifor was this all. In recognition of the fact that no law, 
even the highest, can he effective, without its free and 
intelligent acceptance by those who are to obey it, their 
assent had been required and given to a formal covenant, by 
which they bound themselves and their posterity to honour 
Jehovah as their supreme Ruler and Lord. In considera- 
tion of this, He, on His side, had graciously promised them 
His special favour as long as they were faithful to Him. It 
is hard to realize the greatness of the advance implied in 
such a transaction. Hitherto, idolatry had reigned in all 
nations, but henceforth, to the Hebrews, Jehovah was the 
one supreme Power in heaven and earth ; filling all creation, 
by night and day, with His presence, and controlling all 
things. Hence, even the phenomena of nature seemed to 
them indications of His nearness and direct agency. The 
thunder was His voice in the heavens ; He made the grass 
grow on the mountains, and gave rain upon the earth. The 
firmament shewed His handiwork. When the earth trembled 
and shook, it was at His approach. And in the same way 
all human affairs were considered as under His rule, and all 
endowments of men as His bounty. War and peace, plenty 
and famine, victory or defeat, the wisdom that guides, the 
skill that executes, come from Him. It was a great step 
when such a magnificent conception passed from the bosom of 
individuals to the creed of a people ; a step directly leading 
to its diffusion, through Christianity, among all mankind.* 

m moment the load bowlings of the wind.*' Stewart's Ttnt and Khan^ pp. 289, 149. 
Hr. Drew witnessed a thunderstorm at Serbal, and exclaimed nno o nsctoo s ly, ^ "Bam 
exactly like the sonnd of a trumpet ! ** 

< Swald's tt. p» 271. 
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The laws given were necessary to show Israel its duty, for 
without laws there can be no intelligent obedience. But 
the supreme aim had been to impress the one great lesson 
that Jehovah, while strict to avenge transgression, was tendei 
in love, even when forced to punish. That He alone was 
the God of the whole earth was, however, too great a truth 
to be realized at once. Nor was it till many generations had 
passed away that the idols finally lost their hold on the 
minds of the people ; though as early as the days of Moses, 
by a happy play upon the name Elohim, they were branded, 
in contrast, as Elilim, or nothings.''^ * 

The grandeur of the idea of God thus conveyed was, here- 
after, to be strikingly shown by its influences on the national 
life and religion. To trust in horses or chariots, or in walled 
towns, seemed utterly unworthy of a people before whose 
armies the Lord of the whole earth went forth.® Nor did 
the thoughts go anxiously out beyond this life to the un- 
known future, as in other nations, for whom the world had 
no satisfying joy. Penetrated with a sense of the presence 
of Jehovah in their national and individual affairs, they con- 
tented themselves with the present ; their religion, in this 
respect, dwelling on life, as that of Egypt, in its supreme 
concern for the world hereafter, was chiefly concerned with 
death. Future existence was not denied or contradicted, 
but the presence of God so filled their thoughts, that it was 
overshadowed, and made, as it were, subordinate. To secure 
His favour here involved it hereafter, and hence was their 
great aim. That the eternal God was their portion and 
reward in the present, roused in them such a victorious 
joy, and held out such prospects of earthly blessing, as took 
away the thought, at once of the terror of death, and of the 
> Ler. ziz. 4 ; zzvi. 1 (in tlie Hebrew), tee p. 149. 
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rewards of a life to come. They firmly believed, indeed, 
in a future life : it bad come down to them from Abraham 
as an article of their creed. But, for the time, it was 
hidden in the splendid vision of their adoption by Jehovah 
as His people,* and only gradually shone out in its due 
importance when that glory had faded — as the stars appear 
only when the world grows dark. 

The constitution which brought about such a state of 
things was unique. Our lawgiver," says Josephus, '^had 
no regard to monarchies, oligarchies, or republics, but or- 
dained our government to be what, by a strained expression, 
may be called a ^ Theocracy ,^ " * It was not a rule of priests 
as opposed to kings, but a direct government by God Him- 
self. The will of the individual and of the nation was in all 
things to be subordinated, in the heart and outward act, to 
that of their invisible King. The whole community were 
to live as the servants and champions of Jehovah, whose 
direct commands were to guide at once the public and per- 
sonal affairs of the nation. They had seen how weak the 
greatest of human kingdoms was without the acknowledg- 
ment of God, and now expressed their sense of His greatness 
by recognizing Him as the One earthly as well as spiritual 
Authority in the State. 

Such a government, however, necessitated human i^ency, 
to convey the commands of their invisible Buler to His 
subjects, and this it found, in the first instance, in Moses ; 
as the prophet, or intermediary, between it and God. He 
might undoubtedly have proclaimed himself king, but he 
had no such worldly ambition, and contented himself with 
the glory of transmitting to his people the will of Jehovah. 

* Bwald's OeschichUy vol. ii. p. 192. 

* Contra Apion^ iL 17. Joeephns^ in fact, inTented tbe word, wblcb ejyroiaed an 
idaa till then unknown to the Gre^ langnage. 
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Under him the Theocracy flourished, but it was not to be 
expected that a successor should be found to fill such a 
dignity. The prophets, indeed, were the heirs of his great 
office, but they did not come prominently forward till the 
rise of Samuel, and, meanwhile, the people were left well- 
nigh to themselves. But the want of a leader, though bit- 
terly felt after the death of Moses, excited no disloyalty to 
the singular form of government he had established like 
that of the first kings of many primeval communities, and 
it was not till the end of the times of the Judges, when the 
first theocratic enthusiasm of the people had faded, that they 
sought to imitate other nations, by having a human king. 

The institution of the hereditary Levitical priesthood, dis- 
placing that of the heads of families, was, as we have seen, 
the direct result of the catastrophe of the golden calf. It 
was precluded, however, from assuming such power in Israel 
as in other communities, by the rise of a succession of 
prophets, the direct representatives of God, whom even the 
priests must obey. They could not, therefore, form a Brah- 
minical caste, but always held a modest and limited power 
in the nation. Nothing, indeed, could well be simpler than 
the organization of the tribes as they broke up from Sinai. 
The assembly of the whole male population was the ultimate 
authority, under God ; chieftains or elders exercising a pa- 
triarchal headship over each tribe and its larger or smaller 
sections, and acting as their leaders ; as they had done from 
the days of the patriarchs. The priesthood had no separate 
authority, for Ijevi was not the ruling tribe, nor was Aaron, 
its head, the leader ; but Moses — ^the statesman and prophet^ 
not the priest.^ 

I JewUk Church, lol I p.tm. 
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It was not till the second month of the second year that 
things were finally ready for a fresh advance. Then, at last, 
it seemed as if the great enterprise of the conquest of Canaan 
might be undertaken. The arrangements of the vast camp 
for the march were simple. Shortly after leaving Sinai * a 
council of seventy, of which Hur seems to have been the 
head,* was chosen by the people, from the elders or chiefs of 
all the tribes except Levi, and solemnly set apart to their 
dignity by Moses, as a kind of Senate, to aid him by their 
counsel, and give him the support of leading families among 
the various tribes ; for among a people so hard to govern he 
often needed this added help.* The democracy was thus 
administered by the chiefs of tribes and their divisions, 
while over all was Moses, assisted by his court of elders. 
Great popular assemblies decided questions of national mo* 
ment submitted to them, but the Supreme authority in all 
things was that of God, expressed through Moses, as His 
Prophet. 

In the open wilderness the camp was pitched in the form 
of a long square, guarding the Tabernacle in the centre. 
When the signal was given to advance, the Levites struck 
the Sacred Tent, and when the order came to halt they 

1 Knm. xi. 16. * Kam. x. 1. Ezod. xxiT.S, M. 

9 lUcliftelis, Mm. toI. L p. 879. 



850 


THE WILDEBKESS. 


raised it again ; no member of another tribe daring even to 
come near^ on pain of death. Alike on the march and 
when stationary, as already noticed, they alone formed the 
Tabernacle guard, and took charge of all connected with the 
sacred furniture and vessels.* 

To the east of the Sacred Tent, and thus in the place 
of honour, were the tents of Moses, Aaron and the priests : 
on each side, and behind it, were the three great divisions 
of the Levites, who numbered, in all, only between eight 
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and nine thousand men,* The van was held by Judah, 
supported by Issachar and Zebulon ; the left side — that is, 
the north, was covered by Dan, supported by Asher and 
Naphtali : the right, or south, by Eeuben, supported by 
Simeon and Gad ; and the west, or rear, was left to the 
protection of Ephraim, with whom were associated Ben- 
jamin and Manasseh.* 

The space occupied by the camp was perhaps not so large 
as one might have supposed, for in one case at least, in 
which the precise spot is thought to be still known — the 
> Nam. 1. 61 ; lli. 6 If. * Num. iv. 48. 

• Bach army of three tribes had a ** standard/^ and each snbtribe or clan, an 
** ensign (Knm. ii. 2). The word for standard is derived from a root, meaning to 
shine,** to gutter,** and perhiqis refers to standards simitar to those used in the 
which were blazoned with a klng*s name, or sacred boat ; mi 
or some emblematic device. Wilkinson, voL i. p. 842. 
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encampment at Abel Shittim* — the open ground available 
for it on the east of the Jordan is not more than five miles 
square ; though the host may have been divided, only part 
occupying this spot. About one-sixth of a square mile suf- 
ficed in a Eoman camp for 20,000 men, with ample space 
for streets, officers^ quarters, accommodation for horses 
and baggage ; a vacant interval of two hundred feet more- 
over, being left inside the rampart, all round.* This is 
equivalent to room for 120,000 men in a square mile, or 
about sixteen square miles for the 2,000,000 of the He- 
brews ; but the Speaker's Commentary suggests that, as 
they lived together in families, their tents would not cover 
so much ground. It seems difficult, however, to imagine an 
encampment of two millions of people, with their cattle, 
and the wide open space required for the Tabernacle, except 
as covering a great extent of country with its one-storied 
dwellings.* 

As to the formation of the columns on the march we 
know nothing, but some curious remarks of Kitto deserve 
notice. Eeferring to the marginal reading * in connection 
with the Exodus, that the Hebrews marched ^^by five in>a 
rank," he adds ; It is possible that they may have marched 
in five large divisions, but that it means ^ five in a rank ^ 
could only be fancied by those who had no real conception 
of the numbers of the people. At this rate, if we allow the 
ranks of only the 600,000 men fit to bear arms to have been 
three feet asunder, they would have formed a procession 

» Num. xxii. 1. Note in 8peaker*8 Sidle, • PolybioB, vi. a. 

* PariB, with its 3,000,000 inhabitants, contains, ineide the fortifieotUme^ 7,SOO 
square hectare8=d0| square miles. The ring of fordflcatlonB, closelj hemming in 
the houses, which, Indeed, extend in many parts far beyond them, is 86 kilom. long : 
= over 83 miles. But Paris is buOt in houses many stories high. Brockhans, Com. 
Lex,y art. ** Paris." 

« Xxdd.xilL18. 
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sixty miles in lengthy and the van would have reached the 
Bed Sea (in a straight line) before the rear had left Goshen. 
And if' we add to these the remainder of the host, the line 
would have extended, by the direct route from Egypt, quite 
into the limits of the land of Canaan." * In the wilderness, 
however, the four great divisions enclosing the Tabernacle, 
each tribe under its own standard, would, by their broad 
front, shorten the length of the aggregate columns, though, 
even then, it must have been like the migration of half the 
people of the Metropolitan District of London. 

The movement' of the mysterious cloud which rested on 
the Tabernacle was the signal for striking or pitching the 
camp.* When it was taken up" from off it, the advance 
was sounded * on silver trumpets, by the Levites ; Moses re- 
peating the words, ^^Bise up. Lord, and let thine enemies 
be scattered : and let them that hate Thee flee before 
Thee : the whole host re-echoing them, far and near, in a 
mighty shout, as the Ark moved off before them to search 
out their next resting place." In the same way, the descent 
of the cloud to its accustomed place was the intimation to 
halt, and then, as the Ark was once more solemnly laid 
down from the shoulders of the Levites, the prayer, caught 
up from the lips of Moses, and intoned by the whole camp, 
rose with overpowering sublimity : Beturn, 0 Lord, unto 
the many thousands of Israel."* 

The distance of Sinai, in a straight line, from the south 
of Palestine is less than two hundred miles, but the configu- 
ration of the country made a direct advance to it impracti- 
cable. The site of the camp on the plain, beneath the Sacred 
Mount, had been nearly 5,000 feet above the level of the 

> Kttto *0 TOI. i. p. 92. • ’Snm, ix. 17. 

*Nii]n.x.S8. * SeeanaUiuioo tothUlaPfl. IxrilLl. * Hum. s. SMI. 
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sea.* To ascend from Suez to this table-land had been 
tedious and often distressing ; but, after the rest and com- 
parative comfort of the upland valleys, with their pastures 
and flowing water, the descent from the successive plateaus, 
through rugged gorges, without a trace of road,® must have 
been equally hard for so great a multitude — a nation on the 
march — ^not yet accustomed to the difficulties of the way. 
The vast crowds of human beings of all ages, and of both 
sexes ; the trains of beasts and waggons, with the tents and 
baggage ; the herds and flocks, in long-drawn succession — 
would fill all the ravines, far and near, which pointed at all 
in the same direction, and the progress made must have 
been equally slow and painful. Advance to the north was 
almost impossible, from the trend of the hills across the 
Peninsula, so that it only remained to skirt their base, and 
take the north-eastern direction towards the shore of the 
Gulf of Akaba — the branch of the Red Sea on the east of 
the triangle of Sinai.® 

Fortunately, they had with them, at the outset, the local 
knowledge of Jethro and the Kenites, of whom he was 
sheik, which must have been of the greatest value.* Three 
days brought them to the wilderness of Paran," which 
seems to have included a wide stretch of the hilly limestone 
region elsewhere known as the desert of the Tih. Here 
they made their first encampment, but with a spirit very far 
from the enthusiasm they formerly felt when expecting to 

1 Wady Feirftn is abont 4,800 feet above the eea level. Map in Sinai and PaU$Um, 

* Even in Palestine, at this time, the only tracks— except the road from Jaffa to 
Jemsalem, which resembles a cart road over a ploni^hed field— are like the dry bed of 
the most rocky river, where, amid blocks of stone, each makes his way at a foot pace 
aa best he can. 

* So Bunsen, Major Palmer, Professor PiOmer, Major Condor, and others. 

« Jethro's farewell salatatioii, “Go in peace" (Bzod. iv. IS), is adll mad afi over 
the world by the Jews. Mfirs Slamarttanf, p. US. 

* See vol. 1. p. 884. 
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enter Canaan. Par from Sinai ; with only hard^ flinly chalk 
underfoot, and wide, monotonous, rounded hills on every 
side ; the remembrance of the brooks and herbage they had 
left filled them with discontent and murmuring at their 
present position, though the cloudy pillar in their midst 
showed the presence of their Almighty Protector. Such 
commotions had marked their march from Suez to Sinai, 
but they had been tenderly dealt with. Since then, how- 
ever, the relations of God with them had been changed. 
He was their accepted King and Head, whom they had 
bound themselves to obey, and murmuring was now to be 
visited with severe displeasure, as disloyalty and rebellion. 
In this case, the fire of Jehovah burnt among them ; " 
perhaps, terrible lightning,* setting on fire the tents on 
the outskirts of the camp,^ though it is not said that any 
lives were lost. But a worse calamity soon overtook them. 
Possibly the sight of the sea, towards which they wei*e 
approaching, or the miseries of their journey, had awakened 
thoughts of the past ; but, however roused, the crowds 
of foreign nationalities who had come up with them from 
Egypt, broke out into loud complaints at the want of the 
comforts they had enjoyed on the Nile. The manna, which 
had been so grateful to them at first, had palled on their 
tastes, and they longed for flesh, or for the fish which was 
so abundant in Egypt,* and the cucumbers, melons, leeks, 
onions, and garlic.^** Great flights of birds are common 
in the district,* and, it may be, added to their discontent, 
which they expressed with true Oriental demonstrativeness, 
every man weeping at the entrance of his tent."^ A second 

> SpeoM's Ccmmmt,, toI. i. pt. 8. p. 668. 

* Hence the name Taberah == burning. 

» Page 5. ♦ Knm. xi. 6. 

* Mnai and JPalestine, p. 88. Bitter, vol. xiy. p. 861. See p. 944. 
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supply of quails, which gave them flesh for a month,* soon, 
however, turned their sorrow into rejoicing; hut the gift 
proved a calamity in disguise ; the people apparently eating 
so intemperately, after their long abstinence from flesh, as 
to bring on a violent outbreak of the plague, of which many 
died.® Strange to say. Professor Palmer found on the way 
to Akaba the remains of an ancient camp, surrounded by an 
immense number of graves, which he thinks identifies the 
spot with the scene of this dreadful pestilence. K he be 
right, we have still, in these relics, the traces of the Israel- 
itish abode at Kibroth-hattaavah — ^Hhe graves of glut- 
tony — especially as they occur at the distance of three 
days^ journey from Sinai® — the position of the Israelites 
when the plague broke out. He discovered, moreover, a 
day's journey north of this, the remains of another great 
camp. Stone heaps and circles cover the hillsides and 
elevated positions in every direction, and the larger enclos- 
ures, occupied by the more important personages, with the 
hearths or fire-places, are still distinctly traceable.* That 
this is no other than the Israelitish station of Hazeroth— or 
the circles '' or enclosures ” — hardly admits of doubt, if 
only from the fact that the name Look-outs of Haze- 
roth"® is still given to the spot by the Arabs.® They have 
a tradition, moreover, that a great Hajj caravan lost its 
way here and wandered off into the desert of the Tih ; * a 
fact strikingly significant, since Hajj means a great religious 
pilgrimage — especially that made each year to Mecca, from 

* It is common, after taking ont the entrails, etc., to throst snch birds Into the hot 
•and and dry them, so that they will keep a long time. 

* Nnm. xi. * Korn. x. 88 ; xL 4-84. 

* Th4 Desert qfthe TUi, pp 7, 8. 

* Matall Hodherah Haxeroth. lf«jor Palmer’a iSIfiai, p. 79. 

* Palmer's History qf the Jewish Nakon, pp. 8S» 88. 

* JDeaertqrtho BxoOus, 1871, pp. 857 ff. 
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all parts of the Mohammedan world. But no such Moham* 
medan caravan could ever have passed this way. Still 
more, the word Hajj, which is borrowed from the Hebrew,* 
is the very expression used by Moses when he asked leave 
from Pharaoh to go with the Israelites, to sacrifice to Jeho- 
vah in the wilderness ;* while that used by the Arabs, in 
the legend of the pilgrims losing their way, is the stem from 
which the desert of the Tib, or wilderness of the wander- 
ings,” derives its name. The name Hazeroth was doubtless 
applied to their encampment here, from their having raised 
these wide rings of stones to enclose their flocks and herds ; 
branches of acacia and other thorny trees or shrubs being 
thrust into the top, all round, as is still done on Mount 
Hermon,* for defence against wild beasts, and as were used 
by the aboriginal Avim ” whom the Hebrews found living 
in some parts of Palestine, though a closely allied word is 
still applied by the Arabs east of the Jordan, to the ancient 
stone circles which speak of a religious origin. 

At this place they remained at least seven days, in part 
through a circumstance that must have greatly affected the 
already troubled spirit of Moses. Miriam, his sister, to 
whom, under God, he had owed his preservation in infancy, 
apparently bore a grudge against Zipporah, his wife, as ^^a 
Cushite,” and therefore of impure blood.* Persuading her- 
self at last that such a union disqualified Moses for his great 
position as Leader, and jealous of his being the exclusive 
mouthpiece of God to the host, when she herself was a 

prophetess,” she induced Aaron to join her in claiming 

* Heb. Aoflr. * Exod. x. 9 ; xii. 14. » Palmer’s ^ 7W» p. 11. 

4 Borne fancy that Zipporah had previously died, and that Moses bad taken an* 
ottier wife from the mix^ multitude that had come with the Hebrews from Egypt. 
SdienkeliBof the opinion expressed in die text. mb. T(d. iv. p. 222 . Bwald, 
eTtbaother. OsMlUcshteiyol. IL p. 261. 
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that they, also, should be honoured by sharing Divine reve- 
lations. But a leprosy, divinely inflicted, instantly checked 
her ambition, though it could not remove the bitter pains 
such disloyalty, in his own circle, must have given her 
great brother. 

In this neighbourhood one of the most marked character- 
istics of the Hebrews as distinguished from all communities, 
before or since, showed itself prominently for the first time, 
in connection with the selection by Moses of the 70 elders as 
his special council, already noticed ^ — the original, in the 
belief of the Rabbis, and even of some Christian theologians, 
of the Great Synagogue, to which Judaism owed so much 
after the return from exile at Babylon.* After having been 
confirmed in their dignity by the people,* they assembled 
round the Sacred Tent, and the strange spectacle was seen, 
so peculiar to Israel, of the whole number breaking out into 
prophetic enthusiasm, under the influence of the Spirit of 
God. The Lord, says the inspired narrative, came down in 
the cloud, and, having spoken with Moses, took of the Spirit 
that was on him and gave it to them. While filled with 
this afflatus they enjoyed prophetic exaltation, but when it 
passed off they sank into their ordinary state. But the oc- 
casion gave an opportunity for noting the lofty spirit of 
Moses. Two of their number — Eldad, ^^him whom God 
loves ; " and Medad, love — having received the Divine 
impulse, though they had not joined the rest at the Taber- 
nacle, prophesied where they were, in the camp. To the 
soldierly instincts of Joshua, however, ^^the minister of 
Moses, from his youth up," this seemed an irregularity to 

1 See p. 849. 

s See aa art. by Heidenheim, In St/udim vnd KriWem^ 1858, pp. 98 fl. Belnnd'8 
Antiq,, U. lii. 71E. 

* Hum. 11. 94, 88. 
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be checked by his master. ^^My lord Moses," said he, 
^‘forbid them." But he only received the noble answer. 

Would that all the Lord^s people were prophets, and that 
the Lord would put His Spirit upon them : " ^ a memorable 
rebuke, for all ages, to a narrow or jealous spirit, whether 
in the Church or in common life. 

Thus, in its very beginnings, the history of Israel is not 
that of an inspired book, or of an inspired order, but of 
an inspired people. The Spirit of God rests on them in a 
degree, and in a manner, which we meet with in no other 
race. The seventy, chosen from all the tribes, anticipated, 
in their prophetic gifts, a characteristic of future genera- 
tions. Miriam in the camp found a successor in Deborah 
on Mount Ephraim, nor was there a district in Palestine 
which did not, apparently, see a prophet or prophetess 
raised up in it by God, before the gift was finally with- 
drawn.* How great the fervour of religious life in a com- 
munity, where a succession of individuals could be found, 
in whom it rose to so transcendent an elevation as is implied 
in the very name of prophet ! 

The region though which the Israelites had hitherto 
marched was a wide tangle of mountains, with occasional 
broad plains, and numerous narrow wadys, twisting hither 
and thither. The granite and porphyry of Sinai had begun 
to give way to sandstone, which now formed the upper part 
of the rocks ; some limestone hills to the north indicating, 
here and there, the proximity of the chalk ranges of the 
Wilderness of the Wanderings. Except in the valleys, if 
the region was then the same as it is now, they had been 
refreshed by no sight of vegetation ; for the mountains rose 

> Nun. xL 86-30. 

* Knobel, Dtr Praplu^a/mut der vol. i. pp. 88 ff. Stanley's Jewish 

OkitreA, vol. i. p. 168. 
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bare around them, save where a cleft gave footing for some 
trace of green. Doum and date palms, patches of broom, 
isolated clumps of thorny acacias and stretches of wild vines, 
cheered the hollows, where the sandy soil enjoyed some 
moisture ; while rank herbage marked the edge of the few 
springs on the route. The colours of the rocks, indeed, 
alone relieved it to any extent from its savage wildness, but 
these, seen through the clear air of evening, lent the silent 
landscape a peculiar beauty. Antelopes still wander over 
this district, and vultures circle in the upper air, while huge 
flocks of birds rest in it at times after their long flight from 
Africa, and wild ducks float on the ponds of Ain el Hu- 
dherah or Ain el Alya. The horned viper hides in numbers 
in the sand, and other kinds of snakes are met with from 
time to time.* But the wadys and plains in the line of 
march of the Israelites offered for the most part a footing of 
hard limestone marl ; the loose sand occurring chiefly to the 
northwest of what must have been their route. The ap- 
proach to Hazeroth, however, had been over sandy plains 
broken by outstanding sandstone cliffs, but the camp itself 
had been pitched on the sides and in the basin of a hollow, 
surrounded by weird and fantastic sandstone walls, display- 
ing on their weathered surface the most varied colours — 
deep red and violet, and rich gold and scarlet, mingled with 
deep purple ; masses of greenstone, and rose-tinted granite 
showing here and there. In the middle of the valley, under 
a high cliff, there is now a dark green palm-grove, while a 
spring bursts from a rock behind ; a channel hewn in the 
granite guiding the waters to a tank, from which it is led by 
rude sluices into the gardens of the Arabs who stiU cling to 
the spot.* 

» Fairer, Bib. Lex., toI. ▼. p. 081. 
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But though rest at isolated and widely separated spots 
may have been found here and there, tlie journey in the 
main, now, and for many a day, must have been often 
trying. I have myself had a little experience of travelling 
in the desert, but the sufferings involved in such a journey 
as that of the pilgrims to Mecca, each year, alone help one 
to realize those of the Hebrews. Above," says Burton, 
who endured this ordeal, through a sky terrible in its 
stainless beauty, and the splendours of a pitiless, blinding 
glare, the simoon caresses you like a lion with flaming 
breath. Around lie drifted sand-heaps, upon which each 
puff of wind leaves its trace in solid waves ; flayed rocks, 
the very skeletons of mountains ; and hard unbroken 
plains, over which he who rides is spurred by the idea 
that the bursting of a waterskin, or the pricking of a 
camel’s hoof, would be a certain death of torture ; a hag- 
gard land, infested with wild beasts and wilder men ; a 
region whose very fountains murmur the warning words, 
^ Drink and away.’ * . . . We travelled five hours 

through a country fantastic in its desolation — a mass of 
huge hills, barren plains, and desert vales. Even the 
sturdy acacias here failed, and in some places the camel- 
grass could not find earth enough for its root. The road 
wound among mountains, rocks and hills of granite, and 
over broken ground, flanked by huge rocks and boulders, 
piled up as if man’s art had aided nature to disfigure 
herself. Vast clefts seamed, like scars, the hideous face of 
the earth ; here they widened into dark caves ; there they 
were choked with glistening drift sand."* The Israelites 
were passing through such a desert land " and waste 
howling wilderness." * 

> Mteoah ond Mediindht p. lOB. 




* Dent jszii. la 
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From Ain Hudherah or Hazeroth to the north end of the 
Gulf of Akaba is about thirty hours^ or nearly ninety miles^ 
but it is hard^ if not impossible, to determine whether the 
host moved on to it now, or touched it first at a later 
period.* It is generally thought, however, that they must 
have advanced north-east, through a wild confusion of nar- 
row valleys and hills — some of great height, others cleft into 
awful gorges,* such as the tremendous pass at Akaba — ^till 
they descended to the seashore, where a varying but well- 
nigh uninterrupted breadth of strand, under the cliffs, 
enabled them to reach the head of the gulf. There, it 
would seem as if we had a trace of the seventh station from 
Sinai — Hadarah, in the easy but little known pass near 
Jebel Aradah, which would lead them again, painfully, 
to the higher level of the Desert of the Wanderings, then 
known as the wilderness of Paran or Zin, and now as that 
of the Tih. 

This region, in which they were destined to spend so 
many years, is a series of limestone plateaus ascending in 
successive giant steps, from the Peninsula of Sinai to the 
hill country of Southern Palestine.* The southernmost of 
these plateaus extends about eighty miles north from the 
point where the cliffs of its lower edge pierce the Sinai 
Peninsula like a broad, blunt wedge. Only a few isolated 
hills vary the surface, which is generally fiat, and there are 
no signs of ancient dwellings, nor any ruins. 

The district north of this has, however, an entirely differ- 
ent character; rising in huge steps of about eighty miles 

1 Oraets, vol. 1. p. 895. 

* The Sinai monntains are, indeed, a lofty triangle, reached on all aidea only by a 
long and difficult oaeent. 

* The ofloent from the bgglOTlng of the Tlh to Hebron is LW^eet. before 



362 


THE WILDERE-BSS. 


from north to south, and gradually passing, in successive ter- 
races, into the hill country of Beersheba. The most south- 
erly of these, known as the Jebel Magrah, is a great plain of 
fifty or sixty miles from east to west/ Over all this region 
there still are found fertile spots, with grass and water ; and 
signs of ancient populousness and prosperity appear in every 
direction. It is the district specially known in the Bible as 
the Negeb* or^^ South Country. But we must be on our 
guard not to apply the same standards to an eastern land' 
scape as we do to those of temperate regions, for nothing can 
be more widely astray than the common conception of what 
is called among us, with ideas fitting a second Eden, a desert 
oasis. The valleys of Palestine or Sinai are only rocky 
gorges or hollows, rough with the countless stones shed 
from the hills on each side, and cut up through their length 
by the bed of some torrent, dry in the hot months, but 
foaming with a wild flood after storms ; its sides and bottom 
a chaos of stones, larger or smaller, through which is the 
only track most of the year. The oasis round a spring, and 
the glimpse of green along its short course, are no less differ- 
ent in imagination and reality, as any one may see who passes 
through some hoUow called, perhaps, The Vale of Flowers, 
only to find it a barren flat on which a wild shrub blossoms 
here and there, in evident struggle for existence, during the 
short cool season. Or let any one ride out from Suez to the 
Wells of Moses, and in the sandy desolation, broken only by 
a few stunted palms half buried in the moving surface of 
the desert, he will see an oasis as it actually is.* 

Here Moses chose his headquarters, in anticipation of 
presently passing on to Canaan. On the eastern slopes of 

- 1 Palmer's Desert qf the ExoduSy paesim. 

• Qen.xjc. L Negeb = the dry, the parched. 

• See on this subject, Barton's Meceaht «te., p. IM. 
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the hills which form the watershed, lay a wady noted for its 
pastures and its abundant spring, famous since the days of 
Abraham, and to this the Hebrews were led. It was Kadesh, 
or Kadesh Barnea, their rallying point and centre during 
their whole sojourn in the Kegeb. It lies about sixty miles 
south of Hebron, almost midway between the Dead Sea and 
the Mediterranean coast, ‘ and was in every way suited to the 
design of a sudden invasion of Palestine. The site of this 
famous spot was first rediscovered in modern times by the 
Rev. John Rowlands, but it had been lost again when once 
more found by the acuteness and perseverance of Dr. Clay 
Trumbull, of Philadelphia. He describes it thus : Wady 
Qadees is an extensive, hill-encircled, irregular-surfaced 
plain, several miles wide. It is certainly large enough to 
have furnished a camping ground for Chedorlaomer^s army 
or for all the host of Israel. About the middle of the wady 
is an extensive watershed, of unusual fertility for the desert. 
Rich fields of wheat and barley covered a large portion of it. 
There were artificial ridges, to ret^ and utilize the rainfall, 
for irrigatUbn. We saw a large grain-magazine dug i^to-the 
ground. The lintel of the doorway of this granary was a 
large tree-trunk, larger than we should look for in the desert 
nowadays. Passing up the wady, he found pits, cisterns, 
cairns, circles of stones, and low stone walls, perhaps such 
dams as I have myself seen in the steep pass from the Philis- 
tine plains, to Hebron. Then came a rough, stony plain, 
bordered by dazzling chalk hills, desolation reigning over 
the landscape, but after three hours, or less than nine miles 
travel, he turned an angle, and, at last, the wells of Qadees 
were before him. ^^It was,^^ says he, ‘^a marvellous sight. 

> Wilson and Lange's Map». Fnrrer thinks the name Kadesh, “ the holy,” is a 
reminiscence of Moses as a “ daint,” or that it was given by the Hebrews to the spot 
as the site of their local sanctoaiy while in the wiidemeas. J3<6. Xese., toL liL p. 4dl. 
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Oat from the barren and desolate stretch of the burning 
desert, we had come with magical suddenness, into an oasis 
of verdure and beauty, unlocked for and hardly conceivable 
in such a region. A carpet of grass covered the ground. 
Pig trees, laden with fruit nearly ripe, dotted the sheltered 
southern hillside. Shrubs and flowers were in profusion. 
Running water gurgled in the waving grass. Bees hummed 
and birds flitted from tree to tree. Huge ant-hills of green 
grass seed, instead of sand, were numerous. The water 
which made this beauty rose from springs under the lime- 
stone rock and was gathered into two great wells, with large 
pools beyond them, down the slope, to retain the overflow, 
but, still beyond these, it flowed away down the wady under 
the grass. This was the place where Moses fixed his head- 
quarters for nearly forty years." 

But even in circumstances so favourable in many ways, 
the great heart of Moses was doomed to a fresh disap- 
pointment. He had hoped at first to break through into 
Canaan immediately after leaving Egypt, but when the 
faint-heartedness of the people made this impossible, he had 
trusted that the yearns stay at Sinai, and the more thorough 
organization it secured, would quicken the general self- 
reliance suflaciently to warrant an invasion from Kadesh. 
The evidences of God^s presence with them, which they had 
seen in the Peninsula, and the promises of assistance He had 
given them, must doubtless have kindled the enthusiasm of 
many, and it seemed as if the sudden rush of a whole people, 
in the glow of such a mood, could not fail to carry all resist- 
ance before it. 

To rouse them still more, he determined to send from 
Kadesh a number of spies, chosen from among the chiefs gf 
divisions ol the twelve tribes. Of these, it is significant, as 
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ahowing the religious excitement of the time^ half bore such 
names as Igal, God saves him ; Hoshea, deliverance ; 
Palti, ‘^Jehovah saves Gaddiel, '^prosperity is from 
God;” Ammiel, "the servant of God and Geuel, "the 
majesty of God.” But, in spite of such names, they sadly 
failed in the higher qualities which the honour conferred on 
them demanded. Meanwhile their instructions were wise 
and comprehensive. They were to find out all they could 
as to the water supply, the climate, and the fertility of the 
land ; the number and character of its inhabitants, and the 
strength of tlieir tt)wns and fortresses. 

Starting from Kadesh, they went northwards, as ordered,* 
through the Negeb, or "South,” to the hill-country of 
Judaea, and made their way as far, apparently, as the district 
round Merom, in the north,* and to "Rehob,” which seems 
to have stood on the watershed between Merom and the river 
Litany, on the road to Hamath on the Orontes, and to be 
identified with the present Hunin, where there are the ruins 
of a strong fortress, commanding the plains to the east.* 

It was the season of the first ripe grapes — which, at 
Hebron, is July or August* — and their success in the enter- 
prise was complete ; the twelve returning safely to Kadesh, 
after an absence of about six weeks. But their report was 
far from encouraging ; for, though they could not dispute 
the fertility of the land, which was proved by samples of 
pomegranates and figs brought back by them, and by a clus- 
ter * of grapes so huge, as to require two men to carry it on 

1 Nam. xiU. 17. « Nam. zliL 21; eee 2 Sam. x, 6, 8. 

* Kiepert'8 Map. Eneocker in Bid, Lex., toI. 1. p. 489. Rltter'ii Enikunde, vol. 
XV. p 848 

* St^etzen, vol, il. p. 92. ^ 

^ The p’apee of Hebron are the l^iee t in Paleatine^, and tbo calture of the vine is 
followed roaad it, in 3^2 5^^^ Paleetiine. indeed, after ieav^ 

ing Hebron, the only plains where Imet wiUi nfncyards in any namber were Betblw* 
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a pole between them, they gave such an account of the size 
and fierceness of the inhabitants, and of the strength of their 
fortresses, as threw the whole camp into despair. It was a 
decisive moment in their history, and they were not equal to 
it. Instead of being ready to advance, they were paralyzed 
with fear. Even the men wept aloud, and in their panic 
proposed that they should elect a leader and march back to 
Egypt, rather than face such terrible enemies. In vain did 
Joshua and Caleb, the only two of the twelve spies who 
ifiiowed a manly spirit, seek to reanimate their courage, and 
promise them a certain victory if they were faithful to Je- 
hovah. The Divine protection, these brave men maintained, 
had been withdrawn from their foes, their sins being full ; 
iind they would be given over by Him into their hands. 
But the excitement and demoralization were too great to 
listen to reason, and the only return for such worthy coun- 
sels was a cry from the vast assembly, to stone the speakers. 
The Canaanites were trained warriors : the Hebrews them- 
selves had recently been slaves, driven* by the lash or the 
stick. The fight with Amalek at Rephidim had stirred up 
that nation and the other races of Palestine to a fierce 
resistance, and the camp of Israel was full of women and 
children. Such terror was unworthy a people led by God 
Himself, but it was natural. The prize now within reach 
was thus snatched from their leader and themselves, for the 
issue of such cowardice could not be doubtful. It was clear 

hem and the Ttilej between the two ranges of Lebanon, on my waynorth, to Baalbdc. 
BosenmtJler, Dtu AlU «. Neue Margenland^ voi. it. pp. 251-3, quotes nnmerons an- 
thorities as to the weight of occasional single clusters of Palestine gnq>e8. It is as 
high in some cases as 10 and 12 lbs. The grapes are sometimes like plums, and a 
single cluster can be carried only by two men, to prevent its beixig crushed. Eitto 
mentions a bunch grown in 1819, on a Syrian vine, at Welbeck, which weighed 19 lbs., 
and was carried by fouiabouren. on a stafl. two bearluff it in rotation. PalMtinkA, 
VoLiLp.aOL 
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that a multitude so craven and fickle could not be launched 
against warlike tribes, and hence nothing remained but tq 
continue a wandering life in the wilderness. Bom in 
slavery, with none of the manhood of freemen, they were 
evidently unfit for so great a task, nor was it more a terrible 
punishment than a necessity when their Leader announced, 
that they must wander outside the Land of Promise, till a 
new and more valiant race had risen in their place. The 
spies had been forty days in their journey, and for each day 
the host should pass a year in the wilderness.* Only Joshua 
and Caleb, the two who had shown themselves stout-hearted 
and faithful, were to enter Canaan. 

So stem an announcement at once recalled the host to 
a sense of their guilt and unmanliness, and made them for 
the moment as braggart as they had hitherto been pusillani- 
mous. Murmuring as if God had betrayed them, they de- 
termined, rather than turn back to the desert, to go up to 
the attack at once, though the Ark of God, the pledge of 
His presence, remained in the camp with Moses. But the 
attempt only led to ignominious failure. The inhabitants 
of the region between Israel and Palestine were Amalekites 
and Canaanites,^^ * who had occupied a comparatively fertile 
expanse of country, partly arable, partly pastoral,® between 
Kadesh and Engedi. They allowed the invaders to pene- 
trate far towards Palestine, and then, turning upon them, 
pursued them as far as Hormah ; * a city which has been 

1 Nnm. xiv. 84. Ewald points out that forty years were reckoned a generation by 
the Hebrews. QeschichU^ vol. ii. p. 480. Berthean, Richier^ pp. xviii. fl, 

» Nnm. xiv. 45. 

> This appears from the two words need in G^en. xiv. 7, and Nnm. xiv. 26. 
(respectively. The former, sa<fsA, means land capable of cultivation : smsit, a pas- 
toral plain or upland, not a “ valley,'* as in our version In Num. xiv. 45, the re^on 
is called a ** mountain,** in reference to the succession of vast texiaces by which it 
had been approached from the head of the Gulf of Akaba. 

« Knm. xiv. 45. 
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identified as situated on the southern bluff of the table- 
land, about twenty-four miles north of Kadesh. Its name 
at the time of the attack was not Hormah, however, but 
Zephath,* ^^the watch-tower:" ^^Hormah," desolated 
place," being the name given it after its utter destruction 
by the Israelites, in the times succeeding Joshua. It was 
the great point from which the roads across the desert, after 
having been all united, again diverge towards Gaza and 
Hebron, and its site is still marked by the ruins of a square 
tower of hewn stones, with a large heap of stones adjoininsr. 
on the top of a hill, which rises a thousand feet aboie me 
stony ravine on the edge of which it stands.® Smitten and 
thoroughly demoralized, nothing remained but to draw off 
the camp to the secure interior of the Negeb or South," 
round Eadesh. 

The region thus especially destined to be the home of 
Israel for a generation, is, as has been said, the second great 
plateau in the ascent from the plain which borders the Sinai 
Peninsula, stretching east and west from the Mediterranean 
to the Dead Sea, and the broad sunken valley of the Ara- 
bah,* or waste," south of it ; and from the mountains of 
Judah on the north to the edge of the great and terrible 
wilderness "* on the south.® On the east it fringes the west 
side of the Arabah, with a line of cliffs and hills, in some 
places 1,400 feet high, seamed into tremendous gorges b}^ 
the torrents which rush, after storms, from the table-land 
above. Over against these, on the opposite or eastern side of 
the Arabah, rises the long line of the Mountains of Edom, 

> Jodg. i 17. 

* Dr. BoUnson'i Bib, Bmearthss^ toI. i pp. a81-S96. 

* The word Arab comet from the tame root^meeidiig, therefore, ea fahpMtant of 
^JSMte orwUdemete. 

2^y0ffeb,hym]Um,p.», •Jiid.i.17. 
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ranning^ in the same way^ nearly north and soitttS Qst ilhe 
Western side of the Negeb the descent to the Ifiaritime 
Plain is more gradual, but there, also, the country is cuftip 
into a great number of wadys. A broad chain of hills 
extends south-west over this centre of the country, from 
Hebron to the cliffs facing the desert of the Tih, successive 
terraces stretching across it, till, at Sebaita or Hormah, hills 
cover the whole landscape, forming the last of the moun- 
tains of Judaea. 

At its southern end the Tih, or Desert of the Wanderings, 
rises four thousand feet, and slopes down gently towards the 
west and north, until it is lost in sandy dunes, fringing the 
Mediterranean coast. It is formed of nearly horizontal strata 
of limestone, with here and there a fault, when sandstone is 
visible, and forms one vast plain, intersected towards the 
south by deep fissures, and broken, in places, by mountain 
ranges. The soil and vegetation are variable, the ground 
being in many places, for eight or ten miles at a stretch, 
hard, like rock, and covered with pieces of broken flint, with- 
out a scrap of vegetation. In still others, it shows only hard 
sandstone, with scanty shrubs here and there. Traversing 
all these, are to be found shallow water-courses called sells — 
one hundred or more yards wide — and in these are to be 
found shrubs all the year round, while after heavy rains, 
grass springs up, yielding good pasture for several weeks, 
for camels, sheep, and goats. The seils are slightly de- 
pressed, and when the rain falls they present the appearance 
of broad rivers, one hundred yards across and from one to 
four feet deep. 

The so-called River of Egypt, or Wady al Arish, is a large 
Beil, commencing at the southern end of the Tih, and run- 
ning about one hundred and fifty miles, before it enters the 

VOL. n 
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Mediterra/eaD/ This river is, as a rule, a dry and shalloiv 
watercourse ; but, at times, for a few hours, it is quite full 
of water, to a depth of three or four feet. The beds of the 
large seils are very uneven, and the water remains in pot- 
holes, for some weeks, after heavy rain. Generally there is 
plenty of rain in January and February. During Novem- 
ber, December, and March, there are often dense mists, 
moist fogs, and heavy dews, which saturate the shrubs with 
water and even deposit moisture among the rocks, so that 
flocks do not require watering. Mists depend upon the 
wind, and often alternate with intense droughts. There are 
few springs in the Tih, and the Bedouins are often in great 
straits for water, not many of the springs being permanent. 
Not only goats, however, but a large number of sheSp, of a 
hardy nature. And sustenance in this desert, and there are 
also camels, and some horses, which can travel in the 
regions, provided camels are taken to carry water for them. 
Bedouins grow com near the springs, each tribe having its 
cultivated land as well as its palm groves, but the arable 
ground is so scarce that a family or portion of a family of 
these Arabs have in some cases to go a hundred miles or 
more beyond the territory of their tribe to And a spot that 
will grow com. The Israelites had thus as their temporary 
home a region of roUing plains in successive gigantic steps, 
in the centre of the land ; some spots arable, but mostly 
wild and forbidding : rising here and there, on the edges, to 
eighteen hundred or even four thousand feet * above the sea, 
and overlooking the whole land far and near. 

The present condition of the district shows a striking 
contrast to that which marked it in early ages. It has ^ 
population but a few tribes of wandering Arabs ; boasts of 

> Profeflsor Fftlmer's map, Desert the JSteoOue, 
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no cultivated tracts, only two inhabited villages,* and seems 
as if it could never have supported any considerable com- 
munity. Yet even in the Wady Garaijeh, which separates 
the plateau of the Tih, with its edge of cliffs four hundred 
feet high, from the Negeb, there are the remains of a small 
fortress of unburnt bricks and stems of acacia trees, showing 
that, though now scorched and bare, the soil was once rich in 
wood.* In the Wady LussAn, north of this, are extensive 
traces of terrace cultivation ; long low walls, very carefully 
built, skirt the hill-side, with provision for regulating the 
irrigation, and distributing the water collected after the 
rains. Wady El Ain, also, has strong dams thrown across it 
for this object. Everywhere, the hills are marked by the 
ruins o^ ancient towns or villages, and even of many con- 
siderable cities, often containing well-preserved cisterns or 
reservoirs ; and miles of hill-sides and valleys are covered 
with small stone heaps in regular swaths, along which vines 
were trained, and which still retain the name of teleilit 
el anab,^^ or grape mounds. The spies could thus have pro- 
cured the clusters they brought to the camp, without carry- 
ing them from such a distance as would be necessary in our 
day ; in fact, they might have gathered them near Kadesh. 
In Joshua,* indeed, a list of no fewer than twenty-nine cities 
of the Negeb is given, where now there is only desolation. 
Neglect alone has caused this change, by letting the waters 
supplied by the rains go to waste. 

Thus, in the days of Moses, this region must have been 
much better fitted to sustain a great population, like that of 
Israel, than could he imagined from its present sterility. 

» Conder'e Tent Wcrh^ p. S42. 

* The Egyptian monnmente have a picture of Debir in the Negeb, showing it em* 
bosomed tn trees, with a stmam flowi^ below the hill on which it stood. See toL 1 
p. 801. s Josh. XV. si-aa 
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Nor was it wanting in local interest^ as the home of the 
patriarch fathers. Beersheba, with the tamarisk grove 
planted by Abraham, lay to the north of Kadesh ; while not 
far off was Jebel Yalad, in which some recognize the site of 
Eltolad,* a town of the Negeb in Joshua^s list — ^the scene, 
it is supposed, of the birth of Isaac, and named after the 
great event.* Close to Kadesh also, on the other side of the 
hills, to the west, lies Wady Jesur, apparently the Gerar of 
Isaac, now, as then, partly arable, partly pastoral, and show- 
ing still, in every direction, the remains of long ranges of 
low stone walls, probably once the divisions of cultivated 
fields.* 

Nor was animal life wanting. Deer resorted to the pools 
of rain-water left in the torrent beds, where they could 
quench their thirst.* Doves bred in multitudes in the pre- 
cipitous sides of the gorges through which these torrents 
rushed down from the high ground.* The lion came up 
only too often from ^^the swellings of Jordan, against the 
habitation of the strong," * that is, from the thickets of the 
Jordan valley to the rock pastures " of the Negeb. Even 
at this day, indeed, it seems not unknown in these parts, for 
Mr. Blinglake thinks he met with the fresh prints of a 
lion^s foot" in the desert south of Gaza.’ Leopards, wolves, 
hyaenas, ibexes, gazelles, hares, jerboas, rats, and mice are 
more or less common. Eodents abound in some parts, and 
appear to be chiefly nocturnal in their habits. The number 
of their holes and the abundance of their tracks is astonish- 
ing, while, like most of the other creatures of the region, 

> Prom itii meaning, “ bom of God,” or “ a supernatural birth.” 

» 7%e Ifegeb^ p. 180. 

s Ibid., p. 840. This description of the Negeb is from Wilton and Palmer. 

* Pk liiL 1. * Cant. T. 18. « Jer. xliz. 19 ; 1. 44. 

* JEbtkath P* 848. He is not supported, howeTer, by anthorities generally, in think 
teg that th^ are still lions in Palestine. 
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their colours are very much those of the places they fre- 
quent. In Joshua^s day the jackal was so abundant that 
one of the local cities” was called Hazar Shual, ^^the 
jackal village.” * The horse and the ox were not suited for 
stony uplands, and hence we never find them mentioned in 
the Bible in connection with this region, but there were 
herds of camels, and fiocks of sheep and goats, and asses 
abounded. In every j3assage respecting tlie Xegeb in which 
riding is mentioned, the animal is either an ass — as in the 
cases of Abraham, Aclisali, and Abigail — or a camel, in 
those of Eliezer, Kobecca, or the 400 Amalokites.* 

Water,* that prime m^cessity of Eastern life, was to be 
found at all seasons ; for the rains sink through the porf»u8 
chalk soil, and are stopped by the hard limestone beneath. 
Hence, as we see in the case of Isaac, to sink wells always 
secures a ready supply."* There were, moreover, the tor- 
rents of the gorges, which could easily be utilized by reser- 
voirs and dams, as was afterwards done so largely in this 
very region. In spring, the hills were ablaze with flowers, 
and comparatively rich in soft grass ; and even in the hot 
summer there was always some pasturage for vast flocks and 
herds when dispersed into the many wadys, for herds and 
flocks find a living in Palestine even when the landscape 
seems bare, Tristram, indeed, speaks of the great number 
of camels, sheep, and goats, gathered together on a special 
occasion at a given point in these thirsty uplands, and 

> Josh. xv. 29 ; xlz. 8. 

* Gen. zxii. S, 5 ; xziv. 10, 61-64. Josh. xy. 18. 1 Sam. xzv. 18, 90, 28 : xxz. 17 

* Speaking of Arab songs, Burton says : If yon listen to the words, yon will 
Barely hear allusions to bright verdure, cool shades, bubbling rills, or something 
which, hereabouts, man bath not, and yet which his soul desires." Meccah and 
MedinaAj p. 100. 

* There are no spf higs in the Negeb, from the porousness of the boU. The waters 
gather in the wadys, nnder the snrfi^e, when the limestone is reached, and floir 
towards the seaaa underground streams. Tent Workt p. 949. 
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Conder, also, notes their abundance.* ^'We wished," adds 
Tristram, ^‘that those who cannot comprehend how the 
Israelites had such vast flocks and herds in the wilderness 
could have witnessed the gathering of to-day, and how, in a 
few hours, thousands upon thousands of cattle could be col- 
lected in a given track."* 

The years of wandering would have their bright and 
cloudless weeks and months ; but they would be marked also 
in these uplands by the blinding sandstorms and overpower- 
ing sirocco winds of summer, while the elevation of the 
plateau would bring storms of snow and sleet in winter.* 
ITor would these be the only troubles and discipline of the 
wilderness. The number of the Israelites after the forty 
years was nearly 2,000 men less than at their commence- 
ment,^ in spite of the births during that long time. That 
this did not rise from want of food we may be certain, for 
they had the manna till they reached Canaan. Like many 
Arab tribes, they may have sown grain yearly in suitable 
parts * — ^palm trees here and there would aid ; their herds 
were large; they had wine to drink at the feast of the 
golden calf ; * they had bread and oil ; ’ they were always 
near the populous mountains of Edom, and were able to buy 
from the Edomites meat and water," paying for both in 
money ; * and when commanded at last to cross the Jordan, 

» TaU Work, p. 248. * Th4 Land Qf Israel, p. 884. 

» Palmer, passim, Wilton, passim, < Num. i. 2, 8 ; xxyI. 51. . * 

• Gen. X3cvi. 18 ; xx3cvii. 7. The clothing of the Hebrews was secored by &e|r pos- 
session of herds and flocks, the hair and wool of which would, of conrse/M spun 
and woven by the women There is nothing contrary to this In Dent. viii. 4 ; yrly- 
4, 5. The words, ** waxed not old npon,'* should in both passages be read, fell not 
from off ; i.e., they were never withoot suitable clothing. 

• When the fieople are said (Exod. xxxii. 6) to have held a religioas feast, the can* 
■aerated flesh and wine for sacriflees and drink-oflerings are Implied: ** They ate and 
drank.'* 

^ liev. viU.2,«li 81; iz.4; X.12; zxiT.ft. Niim.vii.ia 

• Deiil.U.a 
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they had such abundance of food of various kinds that the 
whole host could prepare victuals three days before, to be 
ready.* It seems beyond question, therefore, that a de- 
struction of life so vast could only have been caused by 
severe and frequent wars, often at first unsuccessful, with 
the races to whom the Negeb belonged, or with those on its 
borders. In such a school their manly virtues would be 
developed ; nor is it too much to say that such a training 
alone explains how the sons were, at last, under Joshua, so 
warlike, as compared with their fathers.* 

Only a very few glimpses are afforded of the history of 
the next thirty-seven years ; but, few though they be, they 
throw interesting light on the wilderness life. On one occa- 
sion * the son of an Israelitish woman and of an Egyptian, 
one of the mixed multitude which had left the Nile Val- 
ley with the Hebrews, had wandered from his own quarters 
in the camp into those of the Israelites,* which he had no 
right to enter ; the offspring of such marriages as that of his 
parents being excluded from the community till the third 
generation.* A dispute having risen between him and a 
Hebrew, the unfortunate man allowed himself, in the heat 
of passion, to blaspheme the name of God, and was at once 
brought before Moses for the crime. The penalty was terri- 
ble, for the offence struck at the root of the national consti- 
tution, and imperilled the very object of the separation of 
Israel from other nations. No similar case had risen before, 
so that a special law had to be made for it ; blit this was 

> Jo 0 h. 1 11. • See art, in Studien ttnd KrMkeHt by Yaihinger, 1871, p. 771. 

* Lev. xxiv. la 

* Bach tribe was encamped by itself (Nnm it. IS). The Targum of Palestine says, 
the offender sought to pitch his tent in the tribe of Dan, and, on being resisted, t<^ 
the case to the ** House of Judgment,** where it was decided against him ; and that 
then, in the rage at his defeat, he committed the crime alleged. 

* Bent. zxUL 7, 8. 
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presently announced in the name of Jehovah Himself. The 
blasphemer was to be led outside the camp and stoned to 
death; those who had heard his words laying their hands on 
his head,* and throwing the first stones, as responsible for 
the truth of the charge against him ; * the crowd around 
then joining in the execution. 

It is striking to notice, that in the Hebrew text it is only 
said that he blasphemed The Name ; * what that was being 
left unwritten. On this omission the later Jews grounded 
their prohibition of the use of the word Jehovah, under 
almost any circumstances. Those who utter the name of 
God according to its pound," says the Talmud, ^^have no 
position in the world to come." * The priests might use it 
in the temple services, but even they were not to let it cross 
their lips elsewhere. ‘ In the Hebrew Bible the vowels of the 
word Adonai — Lord — are placed below it, and in the Greek 
it is always suppressed, the word Kurios, '^Lord," being 
used in its place ; a practice followed by the English version. 
Traces of this aversion to utter the Divine name occur early 
in the Old Testament, as where it is withheld from Jacob at 
Peniel,® and from Manoah.* 

This dread of using the special name of the Deity charac- 
terized antiquity from the earliest ages, through the belief 
that it expressed the awful mysteries of the Divine essence, 
and was too holy to be breathed. Thus the name of God 
is in the Angel " who was to lead Israel through the wilder- 

1 See Ley. i. 4 ; xxIt. 14. * Dem. rvli. 7. 

» Lev. andv. 11, 16. 

* SanKedrifif x. $ 1. The Septnaghit reads, “ Whosoever diall name the name of 
(he Lord shall die ** (Lev. xzlv. 16) ; and Philo says, ** He who ntters the name of the 
Lord at an unfit time idiali die (11. 166). 

* Buxtortrs H«b, and Ohald. Lex., p. 8482. 

* Gen. xxxii. 89. 

* Judg. xlil. 18. “Secret ** then =s ** Wondecfoi.*' JmetjfiiaM speaks at the sne 
aCGodas not to bo uttered. A»t,ILxil.4. 
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ness,* and the temple was to be built for the Name,” * but 
in neither case is it given. Such reverence, just in itself, 
early led, however, to many superstitions. The knowledge 
of the secret name of any god or angel was thought to con- 
vey, to him who knew it, the control of their supernatural 
powers. He who discovered the hidden name of the god 
Ea, of the Accadians, became invested with attributes 
higher than those of the gods.* The name, in fact, was 
regarded as a personification of its owner, with which was 
indissolubly connected the possession of his essential charac- 
teristics. Thus the Eomans used the word numen ” for a 
divinity, by a mere play on the word nomen,” ^^a name.”^ 
Among the Egyptians there was a god whose name it was 
unlawful to utter ; ‘ and it was forbidden to name or to 
speak of the supreme guardian divinity of Borne.* Even to 
mention a god^s name in taking an oath was deemed irrever- 
ent.^ In the Book of Henoch* a secret magic power is 
ascribed to the Divine Name, and ^^it upholds all things 
which are.” Men learned it through the craft of the evil 
angel, Kesbeel, who, in heaven, before he was cast out, 
gained it by craft from Michael, its original guardian. Nor 
did the ancient world, alone, regard a name as thus potent. 
The Scandinavians firmly believed that if that of a fighting 
warrior were spoken out loud, his strength would immedi- 
ately depart from him, for his name was his very essence.* 
At this day, moreover, the true name of the Emperor of 
China is kept a profound secret, never to be uttered — per- 

: Exod. xziiL SL 

* 2 Sam. TiL 18 : ** He ahall IraUd an hoase for Mj Name.'* 

* Lenormant, £$a MoffUj p. 41. * If indeed it be not from ** 11110 ,** io nod. 

* Cic., De Not, D€or.^ iU. 88. * Plutarch, Q;u(ESt. Sam,, 6. 

* 8cM, ArUtoph., S<M,, 1481. ^ Iku Such Benoch, Eap. Ixix. 

* Good Words, 1865, p. 68 O 1 See oa thla cnrieoa aol^eot, futber, Bwald, 
GsschkchU, toL It. p|i.8M C 
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haps to impress his subjects with his unapproachable eleva 
tion above common mortals.* 

Another incident recorded throws a strong light on the 
strictness with which the laws given at Sinai were enforced ; 
doubtless to stamp ineffaceably on the heart of the nation 
the moral lessons intended. A man was found gathering 
sticks on the Sabbath day,** and was instantly brought before 
Moses. There was no question as to the penalty, which had 
been already declared to be death ; ® but it was not yet dis- 
closed how it was to be inflicted. Now, however, it was 
made known that the offender was to be taken outside the 
camp and stoned to death, and this was forthwith done. 

But individual declensions, inevitable in the establishment 
of a religion so pure and lofty, among such a people and in 
such an age, were not the only difficulties with which Moses 
had to contend. The great religious revolution, which had 
substituted the priesthood of Aaron and the services of the 
Levites for those of the fathers and elder sons of the com- 
munity, had not been effected without opposition, and this 
came to a head, at last, in a movement which might easily 
have been perilous. Korah, a Levite, and Dathan and 
Abiram, of the tribe of Eeuben, the eldest son of Jacob, 
rose against Moses, after having gained over to their con- 
spiracy no fewer than two hundred and fifty chiefs of the 
congregation — head.s of tribal divisions — and, as such, their 
representatives in the popular assembly of Israel.^ The 
matter was the more serious as Korah was a full cousin 
of Moses and Aaron — Izhar,® his father, being Amram^s 
brother.® He now claimed priestly rights for himself, and 

> RemaBat, Nouv. MSI. yol. iL p. S. > Nnm. x?. 8S-88. 

> Bxod. Z3cxi. 14, 15 ; xzzr. 2. 

« Norn. xvL 2. This is implied In the Hebrew words need. 

• lihar at fresh oil. • Exod. yi, 18. 
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his family ; his two hundred and fifty supporters, who were, 
very nrobably, for the most part, first-born sons, demanding 
them also.' Dathan and Abiram, as Keubenites, had ap- 
parent ground for claiming worldly rather than spiritual 
advantages from their descent.* With them, for the mo- 
ment, was associated another Reubenite — On — but he ap- 
pears presently to have withdrawn from their plans, for his 
name does not appear again. 

The whole company of the disaffected, having gathered 
together before Moses and Aaron, stated their grievance. 
^'The two took too much upon them, seeing that all the 
congregation were holy, every one of them, and that Je- 
hovah was among them : why did they lift up themselves 
above the congregation ? It was a protest against the new 
priesthood and Levitical service, and a demand that things 
should b^ restored to their old position in these respects. 
But Moses met them calmly. Next day would show which 
side was right. Let the whole company present themselves 
with lighted censers, and those whom God should choose 
would be holy.^^ They took too much on them, he added. 
God had honoured the tribe of Levi by bringing it near 
Him, to do the service of His Tabernacle : would they seek 
the priesthood as well ? 

Dismissing them thus for a time, Dathan and Abiram, 
who had kept aloof, were next summoned to appear before 
him. Instead of complying, however, they repelled the 
command with bitter reproaches against Moses. Was it 
a small thing,” they asked, that he had brought them up 
out of a land flowing with milk and honey, to kill them in 
the wilderness ? and would he now go on even to play the 
prince over them ? Besides, where was the grand country 

iBsod.zzii.aeL •OuLtmoLM. 
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he was to get for them ? where were the fields and vineyards 
he had promised ? Would he put out their eyes to keep 
them from seeing how little his words were in keeping with 
his deeds ? We will not come ! " * 

A few hours, however, crushed this threatening revolt. 
On Korah and his company presenting themselves at the 
entrance of the Tabernacle with their censers, fire from 
the Lord " burst out on them, and destroyed the whole two 
hundred and fifty.* Nor was the end of Dathan and 
Abiram, who remained in their tents, less tragical, for a 
miraculous cleft in the earth suddenly opened beneath 
them, and they and all belonging to them disappeared 
for ever. The danger, however, was not over even yet. 
The whole camp had sympathized with the attempt to 
restore the old state of things for which the LeviliciJ 
reforms had been substituted, and now openly clamoured 
j^inst Moses and Aaron for having, as they asserted, 

killed the people of Jehovah.^^ But this, in the end, 
added to the triumph of the new constitution ; for a 
divinely-sent plague presently broke out in the camp, and 
was stayed only by Aaron rushing with his kindled censer 
between the living and the dead, and thus making an atone- 
ment for the sin of the rebels. In all, with the number 
who perished with Korah, nearly 15,000 had already fallen^ 
Henceforward, the rights of the Levites and of the priest- 
hood were unchallenged during the whole history of the 
nation. The crisis, however, was not suffered to pass away 
without a memorial which should keep it from being for- 

i This li a dose paraphrase of the Terses, Norn. xvi. 18, 14. The Targam of Palea- 
tlM laya, ** Wilt thou blind the eyes of the men of that land, that thou mayest over- 
oome them f 

t The chUdrea of Korah did not lafler. £xod.vLdl. Nam.xxvtll. IChzon. zv« 
K SOIiion.xs. IS. 
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gotten. The heads of the twelve tribes, including Levi,* 
were distinguished by carrying a rod or sceptre of office. 
These were now ordered to be laid before Jehovah in the 
Tabernacle, that it might be shewn by a miraculous sign 
in connection with them, how undoubted was the Divine 
approval of the choice of Aaron and the Levites as the 
ecclesiastical officials of the host. Nor could there be any 
hesitation, for, on the morrow, it was found that the rod 
of Aaron, for the house of Levi, was budded, and brought 
forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds." * 
Henceforth, by command, it was laid before the Ark as a 
standing testimony of God^s will.* The effect of such a 
wonder, added to all that had preceded, was overpowering. 
Far and near through the whole camp only one cry was 
heard : We die, we perish, we all perish : whoever comes 
at all near the dwelling-place of Jehovah dieth ; shall we 
ever have finished with dying?"* 

It is to be noticed that the Divine instructions to Aaron 
respecting the special duties of the priests and Levites are 
inserted immediately after the account of this crisis,* as if, 
till then, nothing had been definitely settled. 

Vsirious laws demanded by new and unforeseen exi- 
gencies seem, indeed, to have been framed and published 
from time to time, during we know not how long after 
Israel left Sinai. In all nations it must be so, for no leg- 
islation can anticipate the requirements of the future, in 
detail. General principles were laid down in advance, but 

> Ephraim and Manaaseh had been reckoned as one tribe~4hat of Joseph. 

* Nnm. xvil. 8. 

* The fact that Aaron's ^ was thns said to have been laid before the Aikls a 
strong proof of the historical truth of the incident. For how conld an appeal haivp 
been thus made to evidence, which at any time could have been shown to he imagi- 
nary, if the TQ^ were ^pt t^ pteaerved t 

« Schiottmann and Driver. 


* Nmn. xviil. 
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as in the case of the blasphemer^ the Sabbath breaker^ and 
the numerous isolated enactments in Numbers and Deuter- 
onomy, new laws, or more explicit definitions of those al- 
ready given, must have been added to the statute-book, year 
after year. And this continued with the Hebrews as with 
other nations; for, just as the laws of William the Con- 
queror, on of Elizabeth, are necessarily, in many respects, 
obsolete in our day, from the lapse of time, and changes in 
national customs and life, and need to be modified to suit 
the present ; so the Mosaic laws, in the course of ages, grew 
largely out of date and incapable of execution, though the 
great principles on which they rested remained the same. 
The whole system of the Eabbinical laws of later Judaism, 
in fact, sprang from the desire to adapt the ancient laws 
of the Pentateuch to the times, by silently allowing many 
particulars to remain in the oblivion into which they had 
long fallen, and developing others only too elaborately. 

The effect of the repeated risings of the people as a whole, 
or of sections of them, as in the case of Korah, must have 
weighed heavily on the spirit of their great leader. He saw 
all his dreams of guiding them into the Promised Land 
dissipated, for he was an old man, and the sentence doom- 
ing the existing generation to die in the wilderness virtually 
included himself : already over eighty, he could not hope to 
survive another race of his fellows? With all his sublime 
trust in Jehovah, so often shown, and embodied so grandly 
in the religious history of the nation on which he impressed 
his spirit, he, at last, for a moment despaired, and iell into 
the same distrust as had so often grieved his soul in others.' 
The people were camping somewhere in the neighbourhood 
of the eastern hills of the Negeb, and once more suffered 


> Num. XX. lo-is. 
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greatly from want of water ; the wells and torrent beds yield- 
ing too little, or perhaps having failed at the time from 
drought. Loud reproaches for being led from Egypt to 
such a wilderness rose on every side, and the old laments 
were heard, that they had not died with their brethren, 
who had already perished by the way. They forgot the 
rock smitten at Eephidim, and the manna of each day, 
and unhappily influenced even Moses and Aaron for the 
instant. As might have been expected, from their Divine 
Protector, who had cared for them so long, a command 
presently came that the two leaders should speak to the bare 
crag,* in the sight of all the people, and water would flow 
from it. But the lofty, immovable trust of Moses in the 
Divine word was for the moment shaken. 

“ They angered Him at the waters of strife. 

So that it went ill with Moses for their sakes; 

Because they rebelled against His (God’s) Spirit,* 

So that he (Moses) spake unadvisedly with his lips.*^* 

Obeying the command, he was yet uncertain and hesitat- 
ing as to the result, and openly showed his doubts ; as if the 
Almighty could not do whatever He pleased, or would not 
fulfll His word. Can I bring water, cried he, in the 
hearing of all, from the dry, solid rock ?" He had been 
commanded to speak only, and the water would flow ; but 
in his excitement, he smote the hard stone. Water came as 
had been promised, but the momentary distrust brought 
a flnal and formal exclusion of the great leader and his 
brother from the land they had so longed to enter. 

Was it at this time, or, possibly, at some later day in the 
weary life of the wilderness, with the generation he had 

1 The word Is **czsg.** * Lengezfce, p. 569. • Ps. ctI. 88,88, 
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brought from Egypt dying out, and friend after friend 
passing from his side, that Moses composed the ninetieth 
psalm ? Alike in its Hebrew and its tone it accords so well 
with the circumstances of the great leader that few critics 
venture to question the correctness of the tradition which 
ascribes it to him. As the cry of his troubled spirit, amidst 
so much to oppress it, his exclusion from the land he so 
longed to enter seems a fitting occasion for its first utterance. 

“0 Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations I 
Before the mountains were brought forth 

Or ever Thou hadst formed the (circle of the) earth and its habitable 
parts,* 

Even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God! 

Thou tumest man back to dust, 

And sayest (to a new generation), Come back (to life), ye children oi 
men. 

For a thousand years, in Thy sight. 

Are but as yesterday as it was passing, 

And as a watch (of a few hours) in the night. 

Thou earnest them away as if by a fiood. They are as a deept 
In the morning they are like grass springing up. 

In the morning it flourishes and springs up; 

In the evening it is cut down, and it withers up. 

For we are consumed by the breath of Thy wrath, 

And by the glow of Thine anger are we suddenly cut off. 

Thou hast set our iniquities before Thee, 

Our secret sins in the light of Thy countenance. 

For all our days have passed away under Thy wrath; 

Our years have gone over us like an empty, vanishing sound, 

The days of our years are threescore years and ten, 

Or, if we be strong, they may reach fourscore years; 

Tet is their pride but labour and sorrow. 

For it is soon gone, and we fly away. 

Who knoweth the power of Thine anger, 

Or has a tear of Thee in keeping with (this awful power of) Thy wrath \ 
» The Hebrew word thns tnmedated In Prov. vill. Si. 
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So teach us to number our days aright, 

That we may get us a truly wise hearti 

Turn (from Thy wrath against us), 0 Lord— <oh ! how long has it 
burned!) 

And have compassion upon Thy servants. 

Oh, satisfy us, as this morning (of pity) breaks, with Thy mercy, 

(For it has been night on Israel, Thou knowest how long) 

And, so, we shall rejoice and be glad all our days. 

Make us glad, according to the days wherein Thou hast afflicted us. 
And the years wherein we have seen evil. 

Make Thy work (in their behalf) appear unto Thy servants; 

And Thy glory upon their children. 

Let the living go^-will of the Lord our God shew itself upon ns: 

And establish Thou the work of our hands upon us; 

Tea, the work of our hands, establish Thou it.^ 


VOL.11^ 
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THE EVE OF THE COHQUEST. 

As the long centuries during which the Hebrews re- 
mained in Egypt are passed over without notice in the 
Scripture narrative, there is a long interval of thirty-seven 
years silently ignored between the events recorded in the 
thirteenth verse of the twentieth chapter of Numbers, and 
that mentioned in the fourteenth verse. The discipline of 
the wilderness had done its work. For a generation Israel 
had led a nomadic life, passing from place to place as past- 
urage invited, though Kadesh had been their centre ; their 
movements, no doubt, bringing them often into fierce con- 
flict with the tribes whom they for the time at least vir- 
tually dispossessed. The men who had come from Egypt 
gradually died out, and their sons had grown, under the 
inspiration of Moses, and those associated with him, into a 
strong and vigorous nation. He had given them a consti- 
tution which was democratic in the noblest sense, for every 
Israelite, whether poor or rich, was equal before the law and 
was a free man. They had been taught to feel themselves 
the people of God; and to treat them like slaves, as the 
Pharaohs treated the Egyptians, was a crime against Jeho- 
vah.* Moses, though their leader and dictator, bore him- 
aelf as only the instrument and voice of God, from whom 
fiieir laws came, and to whom, supremely, they owed spirit^ 

* BunMn's Bidti Vrkandm^ toI. 1. p. 189. 
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ual and temporal obedience. All the legislation given them 
had been based on the recognition of the highest moral law, 
and embodied the purest and loftiest conceptions of duty to 
God and man. Love of their neighbour, brotherly fellow- 
ship, equality as Israelites, gentleness, and absolute upright- 
ness, were the ideals he had set before them. Such maxims 
and laws were impressed on them till they became instinct- 
ively recognized, however at times contravened or forgotten. 
In the words of the prophet, these years saw the kindness 
of their youth and the love of their espousals to Jehovah,* 
when, as His betrothed bride, they followed the Pillar of 
His Presence through the wilderness, in a land that was not 
sown.® In the song of Moses we read how — 

“ Jehovah found His people m the waste; 

And in the wildemess, and howling steppes, 

He compassed them about, He tended them, 

He guarded them as the apple of His eye. 

As the eagle watches over her nest ; 

Hovers over her young, spreads wide her wings, 

Takes them and bears them on her feathers; 

So Jehovah, only, led them. 

And no strange god was with them.” * 

Nor were their manly virtues less strengthened and devel- 
oped than their religious ideas. The energies called forth 
by the necessities, conflicts, and perils of a desert life ; the 
quickening breath of the pure air of the wilderness ; a love 
of freedom kindled into a passion by its enjoyment for a 
generation ; the communion with nature in its silent vast- 
ness and sublimity, bringing them face to face with God 
and their own thoughts ; the interdependence fostered by 

* Lengerke acotely remarks (Kencutn^ p. 885), that the imagery of the eeponaal of 
Jehovah to Israel after the Exodus presupposes their having before that time been 
devoted, in a large measure, to other gods. 

9 Jer II, 2 • Deut xxxU. 8, 10. Knobel, Graetz, and Lange. 
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common action as a people ; the free constitution they 
enjoyed, and, above all, the grand religions conceptions 
which roused all that was noble in the soul, had effaced 
the servile taint of Egypt, called out the slumbering quali- 
ties of the race, and restored them to the vigorous tone of 
their shepherd ancestors. 

But it was necessary that the wandering life should end, 
now it had served its purpose, else they might permanently 
sink into desert tribes, like those around them. At last, 
therefore, the command was given to prepare for taking pos- 
session of the long-promised land of Canaan. How to reach 
it, however, was as yet undetermined. Approach from the 
south was barred by the elaborate preparations of the inhab- 
itants ; though a successful attack on the King of Arad,* a 
chief of the Negeb, who had taken part in their defeat at 
Hormah, in Zephath, long years before, showed that the 
present generation were very different men from their 
fathers. 

But the long years that had passed since leaving Egypt, 
had told on the strongest and most vigorous survivors of the 
old Egyptian times. Hitherto, the immediate circle of their 
great leader had been unbroken ; but now it was to render 
its first tribute to death. Moses and Aaron were to be spared 
to each other a little longer — only a little — but Miriam was 
to leave them. She died towards the close of the wander- 
ings, at Kadesh,* and was buried there, as Josephus says, 

upon a certain mountain called Sin,^^ not yet identified, 

with great pomp,^^ * and amidst a general sorrow, which 
was expressed, as in the case of her brothers afterwards, by a 
public mourning for thirty days. Older than Moses, she 
could hardly have been less than one hundred and twenty 


i Nmn. xzLSl-M. 


» Jni,, IV. iv. 6. 


• Nam. zz. 1. 
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when she died ; but henceforth the two brothers were alone, 
and it was certain that ere long even they must be parted. 

The direct route northwards being impracticable, the next 
best lay up the broad sunken plain of the Arabah, to the 
southern end of the Dead Sea, where they could pass round 
the foot of the mountains of Edom into Moab ; which, with 
the country of the Ammonites, extended along the east side 
of the Jordan. The peoples of all three were related, by de- 
scent, to the Hebrews, and Moses might expect that friendly 
feeling would be shown him and his host, since he only 
wished to pass quietly through their territory, and had no 
intention of disturbing them. He therefore appealed to 
Edom for permission to cross its northern edge, promising 
to injure nothing, and to keep strictly to the beaten tracks ; 
much as the Helvetii sought permission from Osesar to pass 
quietly through part of Gaul under Eoman influence, to the 
districts on the western coast, in search of a new home, 
instead of that from which they had been virtually driven 
out by German tribes. In both cases, as was natural, and 
we may believe the uniform practice, in the wildly unsettled 
state of tribal and national boundaries and public rights in 
antiquity, the fear of even a peaceful invasion by such a 
multitude expressed itself in a refusal, accompanied with 
a display of force, to be used if needed. 

It only remained, therefore, to journey down the Arabah 
to the head of the Gulf of Akaba, a branch of the Red Sea, 
and turning, thence, round the south end of the mountains 
of Edom, to march northwards towards Canaan, outside 
their eastern slope. But a melancholy interruption to their 
progress was at hand. High above the hills in which now 
stand the wondrous rock-hewn ruins of Petra, a lofty double 
peak, which has been habitually known as Mount Hor, is 
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seen to the north-west. To use the words of Ritter, it tow- 
ers in lonely majesty, rising high aloft into the blue sky, like 
a huge, grand, but shattered, rock city, with vast cliffs, 
perpendicular walls of stone, pinnacles and naked peaks of 
every shape.* The view from the summit, however, is dis- 
appointing, and bears no comparison with that obtained 
from the peaks of Sinai, the horizon being filled up, on the 
east, by the monotonous tableland of Edom, which rises to 
an average height of about five thousand feet, at this part, 
and offers only a chaos of slopes and cliffs of bare white 
limestone, though the rock is largely hidden by quite a 
forest of stunted green. Juniper grass grows abundantly, 
almost to the summit of the mountains ; and there are many 
flowering plants, most of them thorny, however, though 
some are very beautiful. In front of the mountain the 
eastern hills recede, leaving a sort of amphitheatre before it, 
in the centre of which it rises magnificently. To the south, 
there is a mountain of white limestone over which it towers, 
gaining by the contrast of its dark red hue with the white. 
Looking thus from the south, the mountain appears to rise 
in several pinnacles, the highest of which is surrounded by 
a glistening white dome covering the supposed tomb of the 
patriarch Aaron. If this be the true Mount Hor, on one of 
the heights of this great natural altar, Aaron was destined 
to breathe his last, in the arms of his son and successor, 
Eleazar, and beside the true and loving brother, who had 
been his guiding star through life. The sublime mountain 
was a fitting scene for the death of such a man. That he 
so naturally took the position becoming him, as a faithful 
instrument and conscientious counsellor of his still more 
illustrious brother, and as the interpreter and representative 

1 Bitter, Erdkunde^ vol. xiv. p. 11S7. 
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of his grander spirit/ shows his greatness ; his lofty piety 
has its record in his life as a whole. 

It is right to say, however, that the traditional Mount 
Hor is not accepted universally as the true scene of Aaron’s 
death. The present Mount Hor is one of the mountains of 
Edom, near Petra, but Moses had turned away” from 
Edom when refused a passage through it. Hor means, sim- 
ply, mountain, and is thus used for Hermon.* Israel could 
hardly have marched into the heart of Edom after being 
thrust away from it ; far less camp in the neighbourhood of 
its capital, and bury Aaron there. Besides, when the He- 
brews moved from Kadesh Bamea to Mount Hor, they must 
have gone northwards, for it is said they alarmed Arad, the 
Canaanite king, by their coming in his direction, whereas 
they would have been going from him, if the traditional 
Mount Hor be the true one. It so happens, moreover, that 
there is, within a day’s march of Kadesh, a remarkable hill 
called Moderah, standing up in isolation from the plain, on 
the very border, one may say, of the land promised to Israel, 
and we find that the mountain on which Aaron died is called 
Mosera in Deuteronomy.* Is not this, ask some, the true 
site ? 

On whichever height, however, it was that Aaron passed 
away, no incident could be more touching than the ascent of 
the two venerable brothers and the son, on such an errand. 
The lonely height ; the robes taken from the dying man 
that they might be put on Eleazar, as the successor in his 
pontificate ; the very landscape on which his eyes now 
rested, move us. If they climbed to the top they would see 
around them a wilderness of craggy summits, the very 

> Bansen, Bibel Urkunda^ toL L p. 214. 

* Nnm. xxxiv. 7, 8. * Deat. z. & 
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image of desolation^ sinking into a maze of fathomless 
defiles, which formed the ancient territory of Edom. To 
the west, the valley of Arabah lay at their feet, like the bed 
of a vast river, encumbered with shoals of sand, and sprin- 
kled over with stunted shrubs ; beyond, stretched out the 
desert, in which they had wandered for now thirty-eight 
years. To the north, the rounded hills of the Promised 
Land faded away like waves in the distance — those hills so 
ardently longed for, which neither Moses nor he was ever 
to tread. To the south, the Arabah stretched on towards 
the lied Sea, marking the future path of the tribes, when 
they would ** compass the land of Edom.^^ To the east, the 
sky rested on a magnificent range of yellow mountains, 
through the valley between which and Edom, Israel would 
presently march northwards to the conquest of its long- 
sought inheritance. 

A tomb on the top of the mountain, as I have said, is 
honoured by the Mohammedans as that of Aaron. It has 
been built on the site of a much better edifice, of Christian 
origin, some of the mosaics of which are still seen in the 
fioor of the present structure. If the great high priest lie 
here, his body is deep down, out of sight, below the floor, 
though, indeed, no one can believe that such a vault could 
have been excavated by Moses and Eleazar. 

The death of Aaron has been made the subject of touch- 
ing legends by the Rabbis. One of them is as follows : 

Moses was full of grief when the word of the Lord came 
to him that Aaron, his brother, was to die. That night he 
had no rest, and when it began to dawn towards morning, 
he rose and went to the tent of Aaron, who was much sur- 
prised to see his brother come so early, and said, ^ Where- 
fore art thou come 
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** Moses answered^ * All night long have I been troubled^ 
and have had no sleep, for certain things in the Law came 
upon me, and they seemed to me heavy and unendurable. I 
have come to thee that I may relieve my mind.^ So they 
opened the book together ; and at every sentence they said, 

* That is holy, and great, and righteous/ Soon they came to 
the history of Adam ; and Moses stayed from reading when 
they arrived at the Fall, and he cried bitterly, ^ 0 Adam, 
thou hast brought death into the world ! ^ 

Aaron said, ‘Why art thou so troubled thereat, my 
brother ? Is not death the way to Eden ? ^ ^ It is, however, 
very painful,^ said Moses. ^ Think, also, that thou and I 
must some day die. How many years thinkest thou we shall 
live?^ Aaron. ^Perhaps twenty.^ Moses. ‘Oh, no! not so 
many. Aaron. ‘ Then fifteen.^ Moses. ‘ No, my brother, 
not BO many.^ Aaron. ‘Then surely it must be five?^ 
Moses. ‘ I say again, not so many.^ Then said Aaron, hesi- 
tating, ‘ Is it then one And Moses said, ‘ Not so much.^ 

“ Full of anxiety and alarm, Aaron kept silence. Then 
said Moses gently, ‘ 0 my beloved ! would it not be good to 
say of thee as it was said of Abraham, that he was gathered 
to his fathers in peace ? ' Aaron was silent. 

“ Then said Moses, ‘ If God were to say that thou should- 
est die in an hundred years, what wouldst thou say?' 
Aaron said, ‘The Lord is righteous in all His ways, and 
holy in all His works.' Moses. ‘And if God were to say to 
thee that thou shouldest die this year, what wouldst thou 
answer ?' Aaron. ‘The Lord is righteous in all His ways, 
and holy in all His works.' Moses. ‘ And if He were to call 
thee to-day, what wouldst thou say?' Aaron. ‘The Lord 
is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works/ 

* Then,' said Moses, ‘ arise and follow me/ 
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At that same hour went forth Moses^ Aaron^ and Elea- 
zar^ his son : they ascended unto Mount Hor^ and the peo- 
ple looked on, nothing doubting, for they knew not what 
was to take place. Then said the Most High to His angels, 
" Behold the new Isaac : he follows his younger brother, 
who leads him to death/ 

When they had reached the summit of the mountain, 
there opened before them a cavern. They went in, and 
found a death-bed prepared by the hands of angels. Then 
Moses cried out in grief, ^ Woe is me ! we were two, when 
we comforted our sister in her death ; in this, thy last hour, 
I am with thee, to solace thee : when I die, who will com- 
fort me ? ^ Then a voice was heard from heaven, ^ Fear 
not ; God Himself will be with thee.^ 

** On one side stood Moses, on the other Eleazar, and they 
kissed the dying man on the brow, and took from off him 
his priestly vestments, to clothe Eleazar, his son, with them. 
They took off one portion of the sacred apparel, and laid 
that on Eleazar ; and as they stripped Aaron a silvery veil of 
cloud sank over him like a pall, and covered him. Aaron 
seemed to be asleep. Then Moses said, ^ My brother, what 
dost thou feel ? ^ ^ I feel nothing but the cloud that en- 
velops me,^ answered he. After a little pause Moses said 
^ain. ^My brother, what dost thou feel V He answered 
feebly, ^ The cloud surrounds me, and bereaves me of all 
joy." 

And the soul of Aaron was parted from his body. And 
as it went up Moses cried once more, ^Alas, my brother! 
what dost thou feel ? ^ And the soul replied, ^ I feel such 
joy that I would it had come to me sooner.^ Then cried 
Moses, ^ Oh, thou blessed, peaceful death I Oh, may such a 
death be my lot 
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** Moses and Eleazar came down alone from the mountain, 
and the people wailed because Aaron was no more. But the 
coffin of Aaron rose, borne by angels, in the sight of the 
whole congregation, whilst the angels sang, ^The priest’s 
lips have kept knowledge, and have spoken truth.’ ” * 

After a stay of thirty days under the shadow of Mount 
Hor, in public mourning for Aaron, the camp at last moved 
southwards, and having rounded the mountains of Edom at 
the head of the Gulf of Akaba — not to be revisited by Israel- 
itish wanderers till Solomon made Eziongeber the port of 
his commercial navy — turned northwards towards Canaan. 
But the way was difficult and trying, and the spirits of the 
people again fell. Water ran short for the vast multitude, 
and the manna was murmured at as only miserable 
bread.’’* Once more, in forgetfulness of the supply of all 
their wants for so many years, bitter reproaches rose against 
God and Moses. But the region itself provided a terrible 
punishment for such disloyalty and rebellion. Venomous 
serpents abounded in it, and spread terror and death, till a 
remedy was provided in the ‘^brazen serpent,” raised upon 
a banner-pole by Moses, by Divine command.* A strange 
confusion of texts has led to the common idea that they 
were flying serpents ” that thus assailed Israel. But there 
is not a word in Numbers or Deuteronomy of their being so.* 
It is Isaiah who speaks of flying serpents,” ‘ but without 
any reference to the incidents of the desert. He perhaps 
refers to a popular fancy respecting the flying lizard — draco 
volans — which has a membrane between its fore and hind 

> Baring Gould's Old Teet. LegmdSi yol. ii. pp. 127-180. 

• Earn. xzi. 5, light = miserable. 

* The brazen serpent, ii Is well known, was need by our Lord Himself as an 
emblem of His death for mankind (John Ui. 14). Foie is always =: banner'polei 
EliplisAmafi's JSTsh. Cbncard. 

•Nnm.xxL5S, UeiitfliL]& ' • laa. zir. 20 ; zzz. 6» 
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At that same hour went forth Moses, Aaron, and Elea- 
zar, his son : they ascended unto Mount Hor^ and the peo- 
ple looked on, nothing doubting, for they knew not what 
was to take place. Then said the Most High to His angels, 
" Behold the new Isaac : he follows his younger brother, 
who leads him to death.^ 

When they had reached the summit of the mountain, 
there opened before them a cavern. They went in, and 
found a death-bed prepared by the hands of angels. Then 
Moses cried out in grief, ^ Woe is me ! we were two, when 
we comforted our sister in her death ; in this, thy last hour, 
I am with thee, to solace thee : when I die, who will com- 
fort me ? ^ Then a voice was heard from heaven, ‘ Fear 
not ; God Himself will be with thee.^ 

On one side stood Moses, on the other Eleazar, and they 
kissed the dying man on the brow, and took from oflE him 
his priestly vestments, to clothe Eleazar, his son, with them. 
They took ofE one portion of the sacred apparel, and laid 
that on Eleazar ; and as they stripped Aaron a silvery veil of 
cloud sank over him like a pall, and covered him. Aaron 
seemed to be asleep. Then Moses said, ^My brother, what 
dost thou feel ? ' ^ I feel nothing but the cloud that en- 
velops me,’ answered he. After a little pause Moses said 
again. *My brother, what dost thou feel?’ He answered 
feebly, * The cloud surrounds me, and bereaves me of all 

joy." 

And the soul of Aaron was parted from his body. And 
as it went up Moses cried once more, ^Alas, my brother! 
what dost thou feel ?’ And the soul replied, feel such 
joy that I would it had come to me sooner.’ Then cried 
Moses, ^ Oh, thou blessed, peaceful death ! Oh, may such a 
death be my lot ! ’ 
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** Moses and Eleazar came down alone from the mountain, 
and the people wailed because Aaron was no more. But the 
coffin of Aaron rose, borne by angels, in the sight of the 
whole congregation, whilst the angels sang, ^The priest’s 
lips have kept knowledge, and have spoken truth.’ ” * 

After a stay of thirty days under the shadow of Mount 
Hor, in public mourning for Aaron, the camp at last moved 
southwards, and having rounded the mountains of Edom at 
the head of the Gulf of Akaba — not to be revisited by Israel- 
itish wanderers till Solomon made Eziongeber the port of 
his commercial navy — turned northwards towards Canaan. 
But the way was difficult and trying, and the spirits of the 
people again fell. Water ran short for the vast multitude, 
and the manna was murmured at as only miserable 
bread.”* Once more, in forgetfulness of the supply of all 
their wants for so many years, bitter reproaches rose against 
God and Moses. But the region itself provided a terrible 
punishment for such disloyalty and rebellion. Venomous 
serpents abounded in it, and spread terror and death, till a 
remedy was provided in the brazen serpent,” raised upon 
a banner-pole by Moses, by Divine command.* A strange 
confusion of texts has led to the common idea that they 
were flying serpents” that thus assailed Israel. But there 
is not a word in Numbers or Deuteronomy of their being so.* 
It is Isaiah w'ho speaks of flying serpents,” * but without 
any reference to the incidents of the desert. He perhaps 
refers to a popular fancy respecting the flying lizard — draco 
volans — which has a membrane between its fore and hind 

> Baring Ooold'B (Hd Teel. LagetuU^ vol. li. pp. 127-180. 

* Num. zzi. 6, light s= mifierable. 

* The brazen serpent, li is well known, was nsed by our Lord Himsdf as an 
emblem of His ^eath for mankind (John iU. 14). ** Pole ** is always s banner>pbla 
JAipasAman's Cfmeord. 

«Niim.zsLda. DeoLvaLia ** • In. sir. 28 ; zxx. 6. 
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legs, SO that it can glide, like the flying squirrel, from one 
spot or branch to another ; for even in the days of Herodo* 
tus these were spoken of as flying serpents.” * But they 
are perfectly harmless, and, besides, are not found in the 
Ifegeb, to which the passage relates. He may, however, 
refer to the springing of the desert snakes, though even this 
is not necessary to be understood, since the Septuagint 
translates the word ^"flying” by deadly,” while the 
Vulgate substitutes burning.” * 

It is highly interesting to find that in the very neighbour- 
hood in which Israel was then encamped, travellers mention 
the existence of serpents in great numbers. Thus, Captain 
Frazer tells us that all the Arabs say there are flying 
pents here, three feet long, very venomous, their bite deadly ; 
they have no wings, but make great springs * Mr. Chur- 
ton, when southwest of the Dead Sea, fell in with a large red 
coloured serpent, which came out of a hollow tree, and was 
declared by the Arabs to be poisonous.* Burckhardt writes : 

The sand showed everywhere tracks of these reptiles. My 
guide told me they were very numerous in these parts, and 
that the fishermen were in such dread of them, that they 
put out their fire each night before going to sleep, lest it 
should attract them.” In a similar strain Schubert tells 
us, that a large and very mottled snake was brought us, 
marked with fiery r^ spots and stripes. From its teeth it 
evidently belonged to one of the most poisonous kinds. 
The Bedouins say that these creatures, of which they are 
in terror, are very numerous in this locality.” * 

> Herod., 11. 74; m. 109. 

• On the subject, see Gesenias, lioia, pp. 409 If. Smith's ^rt. ** Serpents.* 
Tristnm's JVat Hist. the Bible. Wilton’s ITeg^. 

• Forster’s Sinai, pp. 187, 188. * Land Mominff, p. 180l 

• l^lDoted by Banaefi, BUtel UrktmdmhyoL L p. 817. 
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From this time the trials of wilderness life may be said to 
have ended. Crossing the brook Zered/^ now known as 
the Wady el Ahsa, at the very south of the Dead Sea, a 
ravine marked by its abundant vegetation,' they left Edom 
and the desert behind them, and entered on the rich uplands 
of Moab. They had wanted for nothing during the past, 
but yet, to reach a region of flowing water, must have put 
new life into the whole host. The order of the day to cross 
the brook — Up and cross the stream Zered ! — was an 
event so memorable that it was preserved in the book of 
the wars of Jehovah, that is, of the Holy Wars," and has 
been transcribed thence into the Bible.* They could now 
dig wells and dip their pitchers in fountains. Ere long 
they reached the tremendous chasm, now known as the 
Wady Modschib, but then, as that of the Amon, ^^the 
rushing river ; " the first stream they had seen since leaving 
the Nile. Looking across its width of about three miles 
from crest to crest, and into its depths, over 2,000 feet 
below, its sides rich with permanent verdure, and floods of 
bright water sparkling far underneath, the joy, after a long 
life in the thirsty and barren wilderness, must have been 
indescribable. They were, also, opposite Engedi, on the 
other side of the Dead Sea, and could follow the waters 
in their steep descent down the wild and rich sandstone 
gorge to the blue waves. They must have crossed, however, 
far to the east, where the stream is yet inconsiderable, for 
they had to sink wells to add to the water supply. But the 
joy of being able to do so, in a country never dry and bar- 
ren like the desert, was a great event, celebrated in joyous 
songs, one of which, doubtless commemorating the dig- 
.ging of the first well, known, ages after, as the Well of 

1 Deot.lL18,14. •Deat.tt.lS. Nxun. zxi. IS-IS. {Trjbundm, yoL t p. SIT. 
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the Heroee,” ’ by the chiefs of the camp, is happily still pre- 
served. 

Spring up, 0 well — sing ye to it I 
The well which princes digged. 

Which nobles of the people hollowed out ; 

Eulers with their rods of authority 
And with their staves I * 

The arrival in Moab marks, indeed, the first outburst of 
Hebrew poetry. Ordinary words would no longer suflBce 
to give expression to the joy at entering on fertile regions, 
and leaving the- desert behind them. 

Having been expressly forbidden to injure Moab or Am- 
mon, as descendants of Lot,* envoys were now sent to the 
former, as they had been sent to Edom, asking permission 
to pass quietly through their land, and promising that no 
injury should be done it. The Hebrews had encamped in the 

wilderness of Kedemoth * — a district, on Kiepert^s map, 
about twenty-five miles east of the Dead Sea, and on a line 
about ten miles south of its head — and remained there till 
it should be seen what they were to do. Moab having 
refused to accede to the proposal, the same request was next 
sent to Ammon, whose territory lay north of Moab, but with 
no better result. 

A great national calamity, however, that had befallen the 
Ammonites some time before, at last came to the help of 
Moses. The king of the Amorites, Sihon, ^^the Destroyer,” ® 
had invaded Ammon and Moab, apparently from Canaan, 
and wrested from them almost the whole country between 
the Arnon, on the south, and the Jabbok, which flows 

> Isa. XV. 8. Beer Blim. 

* Lengerke'g Keman, p. B77. Nam. xxL 17, 18. 

* Beat. U. 9 ; Jodg. xi. 17, 18. ^Dent. IL9S. 

* Literally, he who Rwept all before hun. 
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into the J ordan, on the north ; fixing his capital in the 
strong fortified city of Heshbon, lying about three thousand 
feet ’ above the level of the Mediterranean, and over four 
thousand above the Dead Sea, which is visible from it. 
The Jabbok or Zarka flows in a deep ravine with a wind- 
ing course : the cliffs on its sides wild and rocky. Euins 
of ancient towns dot its course, and there are old canals for 
irrigation : some of them five or even eight miles long. 
Heshbon stood on a height rising about two hundred feet 
above an inland valley, with a brook running past it, the 
bright pools of which are compared in Canticles to the bright 
eyes of the Sulamite.’ The hill is covered with ruins, and 
all the slopes near are full of caves, once apparently used as 
dwellings, for the old inhabitants of Palestine were largely 
Horites — that is, troglodytes, or cave-dwellers. On the hills 
round there are many ancient stone monuments in the 
shape of cromlechs, cairns, circles of stones, and the like. 
The stone circles vary, from a small diameter, to one of 
forty and even of two hundred feet. Outside this largest 
circle, which is a double one, cromlechs are so numerous in 
every direction that twenty-five are still standing, while 
others have fallen. A cromlech is a monument of two 
upright stones, with another laid on these, like an altar top. 
This table-stone, in one case, measured nine by eight feet, 
and is supported by two great stones which leave a dear 
‘ space of five feet six inches under the table-stone. A mile 
away, to the north, there are sixteen more cromlechs, having, 
like all the others, a view of Heshbon, which was evidently 
a sacred place : the cromlechs being altars for sacrifices. 
There are some on the slopes which do not face the old 
city. All this throws light on the sun-worship of the early 


• Kiepert'e Mi^> 


* Cant. viL 4. 
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inhabitants, for cromlechs were connected with Ban*wor« 
ship.* 

To Sihon, as to the others, a friendly message was sent 
from the camp at Kedemoth, asking a passage through his 
kingdom ; but only to meet another refusal. An entrance 
to Palestine could now only be gained by war, which Moses 
would fain have avoided ; but the result was decisive. 
Sihon^s army fled, and, as later tradition reports, was 
slaughtered at a spot called Jahaz, a place trodden down,^' 
where they had crowded in an agony of thirst into the bed 
of a mountain stream. The whole country between the 
Arnon and the Jabbok, with Heshbon itself, at once passed 
into the hands of Israel. Henceforward the Amon was the 
boundary of their possessions, only the land south of it being 
left to Moab.® 

The wanderers were now masters of a wide region of 
splendid upland pastures, intersected by numerous fertile 
valleys, and abounding in streams. The crossing of the 
Amon and the digging of the first well had already kindled 
the poetry of the camp ; but such a conquest as this was a 
still more worthy theme for their inspiration. The vast 
tent city of the host, therefore, soon resounded with songs 
in praise of the conquerors of Sihon, now returning in 
triumph. Taunts and derision of their foe mingled in these 
strains, of which one has happily come down to us.* 

Isi V(nee,^[As if calling to the Amorites in derision.] 

“ Come back (will ye not) to Heshbon! 

Build again and restore the city of Sihon! * 

* Only some elupeleBS monndB can be r^rded ae traces of the city of Sihcm. 
Hewn stones, mde pfllsrs, and cornices of Byzantine woiic iyinj? around speak of lar 
later times. Besides the caves there are many cisterns, and there are the remains of 
a colonnaded building on the behest part of a hill, of comparadvely late date. 

» Nnm. xxi. 15, 26. Dent. iv. 48. » Num, xxi. 27-80. 

* So utterly had it been destroyed that the Israelites themstdves had to rebuild iL 
Nnm. xxxii. <7. 
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For there went forth fire from Heshbon, 

A flame from the stronghold of Sihon ; 

It has consumed the city of Moab; 

And the lords of the heights of Amon!” 

2d Voice , — [As if an Amorite were recounting the former triumph 
of his people over Moab.] 

** Woe to thee, Moab 1 Thou art undone, thou people of Ghemosh. 
His sons he has given up as fugitives, 

And his daughters into captivity. 

To the king of the Amorites — Sihon.” * 

let Voice , — [Telling the final victory of Israel.] 

** We have hurled them down I Heshbon has perished even to 
Dibon ! * 

We have laid them waste even to Nophah 

(We have laid them waste) with fire, to Medeba.” * 

The war spirit, now fairly roused, ere long found fresh 
vent in an expedition northwards under two chiefs, Jair and 
Nobah, against Og, king of Gilead and Bashan, these rich 
territories having apparently been seized by the hill men,” 
by the Amorites, of whom he and Sihon were leaders, on the 
decline of the Hittites in the Palestine and neighbouring 
districts, after their long warfare with Kameses II. Even 
Kadesh on the Orontes is said to have been an Amorite city, 
under the jurisdiction of Hittites, during the reign of Seti 

> Their god ChemoBh being unable longer to protect them. 

* Where the Moabite etone wae f<iand. 

* Lengerke and eome others see a hint of these early battles in Nnm. xxL 14, 15, 
the words from what He did " being translated as follows : 

** Jehovah took Vaheb by storm. 

And the srieams of Amon and the ontAowing of the waters, 

That turn to the dwellings of Ar,* 

And bend themselves tg^^the coasts of Moab." t 

* That is, the place from which the waters began to descend toward the Dead 8eik 
At Moab i^at the jnnetion of the Amon and several other streams. 

t Lengeike's Kenaatiy p. 576. 

VOL. n.-~S6 
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I., the father of Eameses, but the race was not able to with- 
stand the fierce onslaught of the Hebrews^ in the flush of 
their first enthusiasm, under Joshua. The richness of the 
whole district was itself sufficient attraction for the invaders, 
for the oaks of Bashan, and the vast herds of wild cattle 
that roamed its forest glades and green meadows, were its 
boast and glory, while the landscapes and pastoral wealth of 
Gilead were hardly less famous. Lovely natural parks, fre- 
quent glades covered with heavy crops of wheat and barley, 
and with trees and shrubs grouped in charming variety; 
dark forests of sycamore, beech, ilex, the wild fig, and many 
other trees forming a background which charms the travel- 
ler, even now. Ufor are the open spaces, which stretch away 
like English parks, less attractive, for they are green with- 
grass and clover, while lupines, squills, phlox, anemones, 
cyclamens, and many other flowers delight the eye on every 
side. In the glades, moreover, one hears the familiar, sweet, 
clear whistle of the blackbird, the long melodious trill of 
the nightingale, and the twitter of many kinds of song birds, 
in the copses overhanging clear streams, to which the roe 
and the fallow deer come to drink. The great tribes of 
Eeuben, Gad, and Manasseh, whose hearts delighted in 
sheep and cattle far more than in agriculture, could not re- 
sist such a temptation, and, in league, apparently, with their 
kindred people, Ammon, soon overcame every difficulty, and- 
made it their own, though not till after a struggle continued 
for perhaps more than a generation. 

The task, indeed, was not an easy one, for Edrei — the 
strong ” — Og^s capital, was in ordinary circumstances almost 
unassailable, since it was, strange to say, built in a hollow 
artificially scooped out of the side of a hill, which the deep 
gorge of the Hieromax or Yarmuk isolates from the country 
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round. There is no finer scenery in Palestine than the 
course which this stream has cut, far down between the 
lofty plateaus on each side, as it rushes in a succession of 
picturesque cataracts and rapids, between richly green banks 
to the Jordan, its fall in a few miles being, in one part, not 
less than two hundred feet. In this district, itself naturally 
strong, Edrei had been fixed, where the present town of 
Adraha now stands, but below its site, in the body of the 
hill. Consul-General Wetzstein and Herr Schumacher have 
explored this strange city, which is only one of we know 
not how many similar subterranean cities in these regions. 
Wetzstein^s account is the more vivid, and I quote it. Edrei 
is on the east side of the hills. The city is entered by 
stone gates, some of which are still in position, about a yard 
high and four feet broad, cut in the hill-side. Entering 
one of these and going down a slope for some time, he came 
to a dozen rooms, now used as goat-stalls and straw store- 
houses. The passage became gradually so small that he had 
to lie down flat and creep along, this continuing for about 
eight minutes, when he came to a wall several feet high, 
down which he had to Jump. He was now in a broad 
street, with dwellings on both sides, the height and width 
leaving nothing to be desired. N’or was there any smell, 
heat, or difficulty in breathing. After a time came several 
cross streets over which there were holes to the surface, for 
air. Next came a market-place, with numerous shops in 
the walls of a pretty broad street, just like the shops in Pal- 
estine towns now. They ran for a long distance. After a 
while he turned into a side street, with a great hall in it ; 
the roof supported by four pillars. It was one immense 
slab of jasper, perfectly smooth, and apparently without a 
brack. The rooms, for the most p.*irr, had no •supports ; the 
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doors were often made of a single square stone, and there 
were some fallen columns. After passing some more cross 
streets, he returned to daylight, having been an hour and a 
half underground. 

Schumacher adds some details : There is a court twenty- 
six feet long and eight wide, approached by a downward 
flight of steps, before the actual entrance to the city is 
reached. Then come slabs of basalt ; next, a passage twenty 
feet long, sloping down to a large room shut off by a stone 
door. Pillars ten feet high, some more recent than others, 
bear up the roof of chambers now reached. Then come dark 
winding passages. The air-holes in the roof go up sixty 
feet, to the surface, and there are many cisterns in the floor. 
The average depth of the city below the surface of the hill 
is about seventy feet. The explorations have been only very 
partial, and it is clear that much more than has been dis- 
covered remains yet unvisited. So long as the air-holes were 
not found out and closed, such a city, provided with every 
supply, could have held out against any human foe, till the 
supplies failed. But how terrible to think of a state of 
things in which such preparations were demanded, merely 
to be left free to live in peace I 

Yet Kenath, in the district called Argob — the stony'' — 
was still stronger, for it was built in the crevices of a great 
island of lava, which had split, in cooling, into innumerable 
fissures, through whose labyrinth no enemy could safely 
penetrate. In these were its streets and houses, some of 
which, of a later date, with stone doors, turning on hinges 
of stone, remain till this day. 

Doors of the same kind are still used in Persia, parts of 
that country having, till a few years ago, been subject to in- 
cessant inroads of Turcomans, who carried off the inhabi- 
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tants to sell them as slaves at Khiva and Bokhara. Nor were 
the houses only thus carefully protected. Strong towers 
were built in the helds^ with only a narrow passage into 
them^ built like a chimney, for some distance upwards, so 
that if the raider sought to follow the intended victim he 
-^ould have his head battered in as he emerged from the 
hole through which he had to crawl. Villages and towns, 
moreover, were sometimes enclosed within a high continuous 
wall, the only entrance being by a stone door, three feet 
high, working on stone pivots, and from its small size easily 
defended from within. One part of the region now assailed 
by the Hebrews must have given them well-nigh insupera- 
ble difficulty — the Ledja, which is perhaps the district 
known to the invaders as the Argob,^^ or stony land.^^ I 
passed it when in the east and was struck by its truly for- 
midable strength against attack. It is a great triangular 
plateau of lava, wrinkled and cracked into countless fissures 
as it cooled. It rises about twenty feet above the plain 
around, with outlying capes of black lava running here and 
there, into the fertility around it on every side. The pla- 
teau is about twenty-two miles from north to south, and 
fourteen across : its surface roughened into low waves and 
pitted by innumerable bubbles, left as the fierce mass cooled. 
Some wider fissures afford surface for cultivation ; the lava 
in such places, having crumbled into very rich soil, as we see 
in Sicilj, where hollows on the great lava beds near Catania 
are very fertile. But the cracks over the whole plateau are 
so countless that although you can look over it you cannot 
cross it. In old times the labyrinth of passages through it 
gave protection by turns to peaceful communities and to 
bands of robbers. Herod was the first to reduce its popu- 
lation to law and order in later times, but after him the 
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Bomans opened a road through it^ and put a garriBon in it^ 
for whom temples, still standing, were built. 

Dr. Porter, of Belfast, discovered in this region, in 1874, 
a curious city of stone houses, with stone doors, and stone 
roofs, the circuit of the whole being about two miles, and 
found, afterwards, that it was only one of many similar 
towns. Dr. Merrill, moreover, found no fewer than fifteen 
structures of huge stone, like the base of some larger erec- 
tion. To Dr. Porter his city appeared a remnant of the 
gigantic races of primitive Palestine, but it is now known 
to have been built by Christians of the third and later centu- 
ries of our era, as shewn by the Greek inscriptions on their- 
walls. These various extraordinary forms of defence must 
have been nearly impregnable. It would, indeed, have 
been perhaps impossible for Israel to overcome a people so 
strongly intrenched, but for the presence at the time of vast 
swarms of hornets, a plague common in Palestine, which 
drove the population into open ground where they could be 
attacked, as swarms of files forced Sapor to raise the siege of 
Nisibis, and as bees are related to have caused the rout of a 
Babylonian army, and as tradition reports that one of the 
races of Palestine were driven from their homes by swarms 
of wasps or hornets.* Nor were these the only fastnesses. 
No fewer than sixty cities, fenced with high walls, gates, 
and bars," ** had to be taken, but they all fell, sooner Or 
later, before the vigorous assaults of the invaders, and, long 
j^rwards, there might be seen, in the capital of thoir 
allies, the Ammonites, one of the trophies of the campaign 
— ^the gigantic iron bedstead of King Og, or, as some think, 
the huge sarcophagus he had prepared for himself, as was 
the custom with Ganaanite kings ; if, indeed, it was not, as 
^ Bochart, IX. pt 8, cbi^. 18. • Dent ill. 6. 
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Major Conder thinks, a stone throne ; iron, he tells ns, 
meaning strong or princely, and ^^bed^^ meaning a 
throne. He suggests, from this, that it may have been a 
name applied to a huge cromlech, from a legend like that 
which makes giants^ seats of similar monuments, in other 
countries. A single enormous dolmen or cromlech stands 
alone in a conspicuous position near Eabboth Ammon, its 
top stone measuring thirteen feet long — or very nearly the 
nine cubits of Og^s bedstead, taking the cubit at sixteen 
inches — and its breadth eleven feet. He gives the suggestion 
'^for what it is worth, and I leave it to the reader. In a 
very short time great part of the land east of the Jordan, 
except that voluntarily left in the hands of their kindred 
people, Ammon, was in their possession, from Mount Her- 
mon to the Dead Sea.* 

The terror of the invaders had now spread far and wide — 

The people heard it and trembled, 

Terror seized the inhabitants of Philistia, 

The tribes of Edom were alarmed ; 

The princes of Moab shook with fear; 

All the inhabitants of Canaan despaired. 

Fear and dread fell on them ; 

At the greatness of Thine arm, 

They were petrified like a stone.” * 

That the whole of the country east of the Jordan was not 
conquered at once is, however, evident, from notices of a 
later date. The complete conquest, like that of the British 
tribes by the old English, was effected only after generations 
of warfare. But preparation for the invasion of Western 
Palestine might forthwith be begun, and, therefore, the 
camp was pitched, apparently for a long time, in the rich 
depression of the Jordan, immediately above its entrance into 

* Bzod. Xf. 14-15. 


i Dent. fii. 1-17. 
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the Dead Sea. The heat of the deep valley would be In- 
tense, for their tents were pitched from the present Keferein 
—or Abel Shittim, “the meadow of the acacias^' — in the 
north, its watered and marshy glades marking the northern 
limits of the rich Ghor or depression of the Jordan bed in 
its widest breadth — ^to Beth Jeshimoth, probably Bamah, on 
the southern desert. It was in these sultry parts that Israel 
was to fall into the sin of Baal-peor ; it was here that Balaam 
saw them, close behind, from the top of the mountain dedi- 
cated to that god. 

With such an enemy encamped on its very borders, the ter- 
ror of Moab, lest all the territory left to it should be overrun, 
led its king, Balak, — “ the spoiler " — since he could not hope 
to overcome Israel in war, to try ghostly weapons against 
them. It was a universal belief in antiquity that magic 
spells and incantations, pronounced against individuals or 
communities, had an irresistible power. The more famous 
workers in magic arts were, especially, supposed to know 
formulas which nothing could withstand ; ’ perhaps the secret 
name of some god or demon higher than the tutelary divin- 
ity of those they were invited to curse. One of these impre- 
cations has fortunately been handed down to us. It runs 
thus :'^Dis-pater, or Jupiter, if thou preferrest that title — 
or by whatever other name it is lawful to call thee — I con- 
jure thee to fill all this town and army which I name, with 
flight, terror, and alarm. Baffle the purposes of those 
armies, enemies, men, cities, or territories which bear arms 
against us ; pouring darkness on them from above. Look 
on those cities, territories, and persons, and their people, of 
all ages, as accursed and given over to the conditions, what- 
ever they may be, by which enemies can be most utterly de 
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voted to destruction. Thus do I devote them, and I, and 
those whom I represent — the Roman people and their army 
— stand for witnesses. If thou permittest me and the legions 
engaged in this matter, to come safely through it, and this 
doom be accomplished, I swear to sacrifice to thee, 0 Mother 
Earth, and to thee, 0 Jupiter, three black sheep. ‘ It is 
also recorded by Plutarch, that before Crassus started on his 
fatal campaign against the Parthians, Ateius, running to 
the gate, when Crassus was come thither, set down a chafing- 
dish with lighted fire in it, and burning incense and pouring 
libations on it, cursed him with dreadful imprecations, call- 
ing upon and naming several strange and horrible deities. 
For the Romans believe that there is so much virtue in these 
sacred and ancient rites, that no man can escape the effects 
of them, and that the utterer himself seldom prospers ; so 
that they are not often used, and only on a great occasion." * 
In the Burmese wars of our own time, moreover, the generals 
of that nation had several magicians with them, who re- 
peatedly cursed our troops; a number of witches being 
added when the imprecations already made had failed. 

Filled with a similar belief in the efficacy of such means 
of destroying an enemy, Balak sent off in hot haste for a 
soothsayer of great fame, who lived at Pethor, a town often 
mentioned in the inscriptions of Shalmanezer II., on the 
Upper Euphrates, to the north of Nineveh and the east of 
Carchemish, in the land of the Chatti or Hittites, hoping 
that his incantations might deliver over Israel to Moab as 
an easy prey, and that it thus might not only save what re- 
mained of its territory, but perhaps regain the lands taken 
from Sihon and Og, which had formerly belonged to it. 

Bileam, or Balaam, ^'the devourer" — perhaps of books— 

> Macrobli, Satumal,^ lib. iiL cap. 9. 


* Plutarch, iiL 860. Cnumia. 
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was an Aramaean by birth, and came from the region where 
the descendants of Abraham still cherished, more or less 
purely, the faith of the patriarch ; so that he had learned to 
know of Jehovah from his own people. That he should have 
shewn himself a true prophet, though not of the race of 
Israel, illustrates the cheering fact that the presence of God 
has never been limited exclusively to the Church, but that 
even among the heathen He reveals His Spirit. The char- 
acteristics of the inspiration granted him are identical with 
those of the prophets of Israel. God visits him in the night, 
or he falls into a trance in which he hears Divine words, and 
sees prophetic visions, while he lies, as if in a swoon, on the 
earth ; the world around shut out from his consciousness, 
but his soul awake to the secret communications of the 
divine, and his spiritual eye open to the revelations vouch- 
safed him. His character has always been an enigma. No 
fidelity could have been more signal than that which he dis- 
plays to Jehovah, when the Divine purpose to bless Israel is 
made known. No persuasion, or prospect of reward, can 
move him to go with Balak^s messengers, till God permits 
him, and no considerations of danger or advantage make 
him falter in uttering the very words he i^ commissioned 
to deliver. Yet St. Peter tells us that he held the truth in 
OBirighteousness,’ and in Joshua* he is called a kosem — or 

diviner — ^a word only used of false prophets.* It may be 

1 8 Pet. U. 15. 3 joBii. xiii. 33. 

* Kesenit “ the divination of a falra prophet.** The enchantments need against 
Isiael are called Nahash, a word referring to the whispering or muttering of jsprpefera, 
like that of serpents. 

Eallsch gives the highest character to Balaam (Bib. Studies^ vol 1 Balaam **), but 
Lengerke shrewdly notes that for one with his knowledge and belief in God, even to 
have thought of carsing Israel, marks an unworthy nature. He adds, That Jehovah 
first permitted, then forbade, then again permitted the joumev, is only a human way 
of tiXiHressing the Divine relations to men's thouuhts, for ‘ God cannot repent ’ (chap. 
ZZUL 19). The meaning is that Gk>d was opposed, not to the journey, but to the 
ttafty greed which impelled Balaam to it.** Kenaan^ p. 684. 
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that, although sincere in his worship of Jehovah, he joined 
with it too mnch heathen superstition ; and that, while 
afraid to go against Him, he was yet only too willing in his 
heart to do so. He was one of those unstable men,” says 
an old writer, whom the Apostle calls ^ double-minded ^ — 
an ambidexter in religion, like Eedwald, king of the East 
Saxons, the first who was baptized ; who, as Camden relates, 
had, in the same church, one chapel for the Christian relig- 
ion, and another for sacrificing to devils. A loaf of the 
same leaven was our resolute Rufus, who painted God on one 
side of his shield and the devil on the other, with the des- 
perate inscription in Latin — ^ I am ready for either.^ ” * 

In the narrative itself it would almost seem as if this 
double character might be traced. Nothing can be loftier 
than the words in which he replies to Balak, when the ago- 
nized king, in their meeting, asks him,* Wherewith shall 
I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the high 
God ? Shall I come before Him with burnt-offerings, with 
calves of a year old ? Will the Lord be pleased with thou- 
sands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil ? Shall 
I give my first-born for my transgression, the fruit of my 
body for the sin of my soul ? ” In accordance with the ter- 
rible custom of his country,* he was ready, if required, to 
sacrifice even his eldest son, if it would appease the Divine 
wrath. Not even the greatest of the old prophets could 
have given a purer and more spiritual answer to this wild, 
despairing appeal. He hath shewed thee, 0 man, what is 
good ; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God?” 

> Nefts, Bltborfi and MyHery^ toI. i. app. p. 88. 

5. • SKlnffim. W. 
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Yet he enters heartily, to all appearance, into the idol- 
atrous spirit of everything round him. He feasts on the 
flesh of beasts offered to heathen gods, and chooses as the 
spot on which he builds his first altars, one consecrated to 
the worship of Baal. * He appears, moreover, to have agreed 
with Balak in the thoroughly heathen notion that a spell 
would work from one spot better than from another ; and, 
even in the number of his altars and sacrifices, acts as if he 
trusted to the magic power of sacred numbers. The He- 
brews had only one altar at a given place, but Balaam causes 
seven to be built together, and offers seven sacrifices — just 
as, at this day, in India, the number seven generally appears 
in the sacrifices or offerings of the Hindoos. If poor they 
will offer seven nuts, limes, plantains, or betel-nuts, or seven 
measures of rice ; or, if they cannot go so high, will at least 
take care to have an odd number.® Nor is this the only 
analogy with heathen customs. ^^When an Indian king 
goes forth to battle, we are told, he makes a sacrifice to 
the goddess of the royal family, to learn his prospects in the 
coming struggle, and to bring down a curse on his enemy. 
For this purpose seven altars are placed in front of the tem- 
ple, and near them seven vessels filled with water, on each 
of which are mango leaves, and a cocoa-nut with its tuft. 
Near each altar is a hole containing fire. The victims, 
which may be seven, fourteen, or twenty-one, and consist of 
buffaloes, rams, or cocks, are then brought forward, and a 
strong man strikes off the head of each victim at a blow; 
after which the carcass is thrown into the burning pit, with 
prayers and incantations. The priest then proceeds to the 
temple and offers incense, returning after some time and 
declaring with frantic gestures, what will be the result of the 


»Niim.zzU.41;xxm.l. 
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battle. Should the response be favourable to the inquiring 
prince, the priest then takes some of the ashes from each 
hole, and throwing them in the direction of the enemy, pro- 
nounces on him the most terrible imprecations." * 

The story as recorded in Numbers is one of striking in- 
terest. The two journeys of the messengers of the civilized 
Moab and of the Bedouin Midian, to the distant Euphrates, 
for help against the mighty host, described in the imagery 
natural to a pastoral race, as now licking up all that were 
round about them, as the ox licks up the grass of the field"* 
— the hesitation — the tardy consent to come — the terrible 
apparition by the way,* all serve to excite and engage the 
imagination. The first meeting of Balak and the seer is 
equally impressive. Messengers, running breathless before, 
announce that the great man is approaching, and forthwith 
the king, to do him honour, and to hurry him towards the 
people he wished to curse, before they advanced to the at- 
tack, sets out from his capital, Eabbah* — ^Hhe great city" 
— OR the uplands, about twenty miles back from the south- 
west corner of the Dead Sea — ^and goes north to the gorge of 
the Arnon, on the edge of his territory. Thence they pas<» 
at once to Kirjath-huzoth ‘ — ^^street-fort," or Strasburg^' 
— on the southern slopes of the range of Attarus, close to 
the camp of Israel. Next morning, seven sacrifices are 
offered on the neighbouring heights of Baal," whence 
Balaam looks down on part at least of the Hebrew host, and 
thence he delivers his first words : I cannot curse those 

> Koberte' Oriental lUwtratiom, 

> Num zxii 4. 

* Maimonides and Hengstenberg, among others, thought the incident happened in 
a dream or trance. The Speaker^a Commentary, vol. i. p. 787, thinks that m, an 
an aagur, gave a meaning, according to his art, to the natnral sounds of the ass, or to 
some special noise made by it. 

« Bahhab - “ the capital." * Num. zzil. 88. 
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whom God does not curse. They are a people dwelling 
apart from other nations, under the special care of God, and 
are destined to swell to countless multitudes.” The amazed 
and disappointed king hurries him, successively, to the bare 
top of Pisgah and the summit of Peor ^^that looketh 
towards the waste,” over which, beyond the acacia mead- 
ows,” the tents of Israel stretched afar, in hopes of more 
favourable oracles, but only to be each time more bitterly 
mocked. At each point the landscape furnishes the theme 
of the various utterances. The great desert, at both, reaches 
on the east away to the Euphrates. To the south are the 
red mountains of Edom ; across the Dead Sea the cliffs of 
Engedi, the future home of the Kenites ; * the Wilderness 
of the South ” spreads out in the background — the home of 
Amalek, the first enemy of Israel ; beneath, in the mead- 
ows of the acacias” — the rich plains of the eastern Jordan 
valley, as distinguished from the cultivated fields ” of the 
table-land above — ^lies the vast encampment of Israel ; and 
far away to the west, beyond the hills of Palestine, is, as he 
knows, the Great Sea, from whose bosom rise the isles of 
Chittim,” and whose waters wash the shores of the lands of 
the future. The language of the prophet, when he heard 
the words of God, and saw the vision of the Almighty,” 
while prostrate in a trance, but having the eyes of his mind 
and spirit open, are well said by Herder to show a wonderful 
dignity, compression, vividness and fulness of imagery.* 
He sees in thought the home of Israel in Canaan, with its 
sweeping valleys, marked in winter by rushing streams ; * 

> Major Oonder proposes to identify their seat with the steep cliif of Yekln, which 
dominates the desert plateau west of the Dead Sea, and is one of the most consplcn* 
ons objects against the sky line, looking from the moontain summits on which 
Balaam stood. Pal. Fund Peporte, Jan., 1881, p. 87. 

* MU d. JBbr. PoeUe^ toL iU p. 32t. > Nachal. 
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its plains spreading out, in wide verdure, like the gardens 
on the banks of his native Euphrates,* adorned with the 
perfumed and precious aloe-tree, and the stately cedar. It 
has waters above and beneath — the rains and the springs. 
The pitcher is dipped into its flowing brooks, and the hus- 
bandman scatters his seed in sure expectation of abundant 
showers. 

Its enemies all conquered, it will lie down like a mighty 
lion, which no one dares rouse. Hereafter, but not now,” 
a Star will come out of Jacob — bright as those of his eastern 
skies — and a sceptre ^^rise out of Israel,” and smite in 
pieces both sides of Moab,” and destroy its warriors. One 
by one, he sees the kingdoms around fall before the people 
of God — language realized first in the triumphs of David, 
but still more grandly in those of the greater Star that, like 
him, should rise out of Bethlehem. From Israel his vision 
passes to his own distant Assyria, which is destined to carry 
off the Kenite to captivity, from his strongholds in the rocks 
of Engedi. But, now, terror seizes the prophet, for the 
doom of all others was at last to fall on his native land : 

Who shall live,” cries he, when God doeth this ” — ^for 
ships shall come over the western seas, and overcome “ As- 
sur and Eber ” — the races beyond the Euphrates — and they, 
also, shall perish for ever. A wondrous glance at the time 
when the arms of the West broke up the great Asiatic king- 
doms for ever.* 

Examined in detail, many points in the story of Balaam’s 
relations with Balak are full of interest. The ^^high places,” 
which were literally hills, to which Balaam was brought by 
the king, were three in number, each sacred to a Moabite 

1 Nahar. 

3 Stanley's JaiiM toU i. p. 19B. Lengerke'a Eenaom pp. 686 ft. 
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god and commanding a wide view over the Jordan TiJley. 
Bamoth Baal — ** the heights of Baal — was south of Nebo, 
and was a bare hill-top^ from which only a part of the 
Promised Land could be seen. The Field of Zophim^ the 
second, was part of the ridge leading up to Nebo, from the 
north, now called Sufa." More exactly, it seems to have 
been the open space close to the flat top of Nebo, which is 
crowned by a ruined cairn. The third was the cliff of Peor 
that looketh toward Jeshimon," from which, apparently, the 
whole host of Israel was to be seen, in the plains of Abel 
Shittim and the Acacia Meadows. Thus the first was the 
hill of Baal, the Sun-god ; the second, that of Nebo, or 
Mercury ; the third, of Peor, the Priapus of Moab, with an 
obscene symbol and obscenity for his worship. At each site 
seven altars were raSsed, one to each of the seven planetary 
gods, to secure the aid of all against the God of Israel. Peor 
is believed to have been a ridge immediately south of that of 
Bamoth Baal, the name Minyeh, which is like that of Meni 
or Venus, the wife of Peor, being still connected with it. 
Here, strange to say, on the very edge of the cliff, seven 
stone monuments were found, formed of large stones ; the 
Arabs knowing nothing of them but that they were very 
ancient. A circle has existed in each case, with a central 
cubical stone, such as the ancient Arabs consecrated to their 
chief female divinity, and each had once an enclosure on the 
east, where the worshipper faced the west, which was sacred, 
in the rosy twilight, to Venus— the Hathor of Egypt. Close 
to ^^Zophirn'^ stands a dolmen, perfect and unshaken ; others 
are found on the southern slope, while another, overturned, 
is on the west, close to the Oaim of Ifebo, and a great stone 
circle and another dolmen are on the other side of the gorge, 
to the south. Balaam was taken to a region filled with these 
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rude altars. Conder is justified in asking if these altars 
erected by Balak^ may not be the very ones he has dis- 
covered.* 

But though not allowed to curse Israel^ he found means 
to injure it. The worship of Baal by the Midianites was 
accompanied by licentious rites frequent in the religions of 
antiquity, and to these the Israelites, who had been friendly 
with Midian in the wilderness, were invited, at Balaam^s 
suggestion.® Repeating the sin of their fathers at Sinai, 
after the heathen feast of the golden calf, they abandoned 
themselves to the impurity that followed that of Baal. 

Idolatry, thus, once more threatened to infect the chosen 
people, after all the efforts of Moses to free them from it by 
long seclusion from other races, in the wilderness. In vain 
were the most stem commands issued by Moses to slay every 
transgressor, and hang up his dead body for a warning. A 
plague broke out, of which 24,000 died, and brought a 
multitude, weeping, to the door of the Tabernacle, but the 
offence was not finally ended till the zeal of Phinehas, a 
grandson of Aaron, spread profound terror into the hearts 
of all. But the greatness of the crime and depth of the 
fell, on the part of the people, dwelt in the memory of 
successive generations, for even after hundreds of years we 
find Hosea reminding his contemporaries how God found 
Isrwl — 

** Like grapes in the wilderness. 

Like the first ripe figs in spring ; 

But they went to Baal-peor, 

They consecrated themselves to that shamefnl ido^ 

And became abominations like their love.” * 

> Oonder'i Btth oncf JToaft, 145-146. ^ mi. 16. 

• Hos. he. 10. In Pfl. cvi. 28, it is said, “ They joined themselves nnto Baal-poor 
aaid ate the aacrifloea of the dead "-r-that is, of dead idols, as contrasted with iho 
livhig God. Sm Nnm. xxv. S. Hitafg, Ewald, Kay, Lengerke, Olsbansen, MolL 
VOL. n.-«' 
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So great a catastrophe^ kindling such indignation and 
shame amongst those zealous for Jehovah, naturally resulted 
in a religious war against Midian, its author. Instead of a 
mere soldier, Phinehas, the priest, took the command, and 
the Ark preceded the host, amidst the blast of the sacred 
trumpets. Nothing could stand before the impetuous at- 
tack. An immense slaughter of the Midianites followed ; 
the five chiefs of its tribes, and Balaam, the great Eastern 
prophet, falling amidst the slain,* and the assailants secunng 
a huge booty in cattle and slaves. But the friendship which 
had existed between Midian and Israel was broken off for 
many generations. 

Bashan and Gilead, which lay as yet unappropriated, were 
specially adapted for a pastoral rather than an agricultural 
population. Hence, the tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the 
half of Manasseh, who still retained their love of the old 
shepherd life of their ancestors,® set their hearts on ob- 
taining it from Moses, and in the end did so, though only 
on the condition that they should join their brethren in 
the approaching invasion of Western Palestine. The part 
assigned to Reuben stretched from the deep chasm of the 
Amon, north, to a line with the head of the Dead Sea ; 
Gad secured the region from the limits of Reuben^s territory 
to the Jabbok, across the whole breadth of the country, and 

1 The women captives slain were those who had taken part either then or formerly 
in the rites of Baal-peor, which required all, after a certain age, to surrender them- 
selves to the imparities of the worship. The aggregate number of cattle captoied 
was 67S.000 sheep, 72,000 beeves, and as^s. Thirty-two thousand maidens also 
were taken, and golden chains, bracelets, and ear-rings, to the weight, In all, of 
16,750 shekels. (Num. xxxi.) 

* That these tribes alone stiU clung to the Arab life of their forefathers implies, as 
before said, that the others had adopted a settled life in Eg3rpt. Agricaltnre had been 
the rule then with the Hebrews See £xod. i. 14 ; xvi. 8. Num. xl. 6 Dent. xi. 10. 
Either as slaves or otherwise, the service of the field " had become general, as it 
afterwards was in Palestine. The example of Isaac and Jacob had, in fact, changed 
the noe from shepherds to faimen. 
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also a strip along the east side of the Jordan, to the Sea of 
Chinnereth,* better known as the Lake of Galilee. Thence 
to the foot of Lebanon was made over to Manasseh. 

Seen from the western hills, this whole region forms a 
high table-land facing the west as a wall of purple moun- 
tain, with a singularly horizontal outline. But, on a nearer 
approach, the flat outline breaks into hill and valley in the 
northern parts, and in the southern into deep ravines and 
gorges, through which the waters of the uplands make their 
way to the Jordan and the Dead Sea. The general level, 
however, rises high above that of the sea — Heshbon being 
3,000 feet above it; Eabbah of Ammon, 2,770; Gerasa, 
1,800 ; and Bozrah, 2,970.^* The territory of Eeuben is still 
esteemed beyond all others by the Arab sheepmasters, and 
bears the special name of Mishor,^’* that is, level downs, 
marking a country free from rocks and stones, in contrast 
with the rough and bare rocks of the western hills. It is a 
wide expanse of rolling pastures, covered with short smooth 
turf, which, in its season, springs into one vast waving 
ocean of grass, stretching away to the wastes of the far east- 
ern desert. Here the king of Moab, in later times, found it 
easy to raise his yearly tribute to Israel of 100,000 lambs, 
and 100,000 rams with the wool. In such a district the 
Eeubenites could multiply their flocks without limit. But 
the result was fatal to the tribe. .Preferring tent life, it 
gradually sank into so many Arab encampments. No 

1 Derived by some from Kinnoor— a harp ; from its shape. Oeimesaretb comes 
from It by a change of letters frequent In the East. 

* Condor's Map. 

* Mishor = level downs ; hence it is applied to a country without rock or stone. 
It is the special name of the upland pastures east of the Jor^. Thus “ all the cities 
of the Mishor " (Deut. ill. 10). “ The Mishor of the Eeubenites " (Deut. iv. 48). 
** The Mishor of Medeba " ( J osh. xiii. 9, 16). ** All her cities that are in the Mishor ** 
(vet. 17). See also Josh. zz. 8, where plain as Mishor, as in 1 Kings zz. 98, 86; 
9 Ohron. zzri. 10 ; Jer. zzL 18 ; zlviiL 8, 81. 
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judge, prophet, or hero from it has come down to us, nor 
did it take any part in the great crises of nation^ history. 
Distance, the difference of occupations, and the exposure to 
Arab and heathen influences, gradually estranged its sons 
from their western brethren. They lingered among their 
sheepfolds, and preferred the shepherd^s life, and the bleat- 
ing of the flocks, to the sound of the trumpet, or the danger 
of battle, when appealed to for their help ; contenting 
themselves with idly debating the matter by the side of 
their streams.* “ Unstable as water, they never excelled, * 
but ere long faded away from distinct individuality as a 
tribe. Disputes with desert Arabs, forays from which they 
drove off myriads of camels, asses, and cattle, are their only 
annals. Preferring the tent to the town, they did not even 
retain the religion of their western brethren, but in the end 
gave themselves up to the gods of the people of the land, 
whom God destroyed before them.^^* 

The territory of Gad embraced great part of Gilead — a 
region, as I have already said, of surpassing beauty and 
fertility. Graceful hills, broad valleys, and luxuriant herb- 
age are, indeed, its most striking feature, for it is much like 
Bashan, which, as alre^y noticed, gloried in its mighty 
oaks and in the vast herds of wild cattle in its forests. The 
country is, in fact, surpassingly beautiful in its verdant rich- 
ness and variety. Lovely knolls and dells open at every 
turn ; winding streamlets fringed with oleanders or sparse 
oaks and herbage glitter in the sun, the branches vocal with 
the song of birds. Rising to the higher ground, you canter 
througb a noble forest of oaks, then ride for a mile or two 
past luxuriant green corn, from which the peasant women 
are, perhaps, hoeing out thistles. Men are ploughing and 

I Jodg. ▼. IS, IS. B G«n. xlix. 4. * 1 Ohroii. Sft. 
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preparing for cotton planting ; their long firelocks piled in 
the centre of the field, to be rushed to on the slightest 
alarm. Thence you may ride for some time through a rich 
forest of scattered olive trees, left untrained or uncared for, 
but often with corn in the open glades, across another little 
wady, and wind up its steep sides till you reach again a roll- 
ing plain or thin forest, or a fertile expanse of com.' 

The want of marked character shown by Reuben could 
not be attributed to Gad, whose typical heroes, the eleven 
who swam the Jordan to join David at the lowest ebb of his 
fortunes, were fitting representatives of the tribe. Strong 
men of might, men of war for the battle, that could handle 
shield and buckler ; their faces were like the faces of lions, 
and like roes upon the mountains for swiftness.^^* But the 
history of the tribes will be more fittingly noticed as our 
narrative proceeds. 

To the half of Manasseh was assigned the northern part 
of the conquered Amorite territory which it had mainly 
won ; for the Manassites at this time were certainly the 
most warlike of the tribes. Machir, Jair, and Nobah, its 
chiefs, were not shepherds, like the Reubenites, but valiant 
warriors, whose deeds are frequently recorded.* It was Jair 
who took all the tract of Argob, with its sixty great cities ; 
and Nobah who took Kenath and its dependencies; and 
we are told that because Machir was a man of war, therefore 
he had Gilead and Bashan.* These districts, as we have 
seen, were the most difficult in the whole country, for they 
embraced the hills of Gilead, and the almost impregnable 
tract known as the Ledjah, or ^^refuge,^^ from the security 
which its natural fortifications afforded. But Manasseh 

» Tristram's Land qf Israel, p. 468. * 1 Chron. xU. 8. 

* Knm. xxxU. 89. Dsut. ill. 18-16. * Josh. xviL 1. 
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also, like Eeuben and G^, affected by its position and its 
isolation, gradually fell into the wandering shepherd life, 
and ceased to be a power in Israel. Nor did it even remain 
true to its ancient faith, but, like the other tribes of the 
east of Jordan, gave itself up to the local idolatry,' 

A new census of the people which was now taken showed 
an aggregate, in all the tribes, of 601,730 men. This, with 
the revision of his laws, was apparently the last public act 
in the life of Moses. He was now at the close of his mag- 
nificent career, for it was not fitting that his glory as the 
great prophet, should be confused with that of a conqueror, 
by his leading the people over the Jordan. But, before he 
left them, his loving spirit broke out once more, as the 
father of Israel, in farewell addresses which breathe the 
highest spirit of poetry. In one he utters a strain intended 
to animate them to the contest on which they were enter- 
ing ; in a second he gives his blessing to the separate tribes ; 
and in the third he leaves them the legacy of the song 
known specially by his name. In this last, it is noticeable 
that he nine times speaks of God as The Rock — a name 
which only Sinai and the desert could have suggested ; and 
the pastoral riches he promises are such as only the eastern 
side of the Jordan afforded — the butter of kine, the milk 
of sheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of 
Bashan, and goats, with the fat kidneys of wheat — 
incidental proofs of the authenticity of the composition. 

But his time had come. ^^His eye was not dim, nor his 
natural force abated, yet he had finished his work. A new 
era was opening, for which another was the fit leader. He 
was now, himself, to enter on his reward. But, before de- 
parting to his rest, a glimpse was to be granted him of the 

> Dent, xzzi tS, 14. 


1 1 Chron. y. 86. 
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goodly land into which his people were about to pass. 
Climbing ^^from the plains of Moab/^ the sunken level of 
the Ghor, on the edge of the Jordan, to the mountain of 
Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against Jericho, the 
Lord shewed him the future inheritance of his race. 

On the lofty hills overlooking the mouth of the Jordan, 
every condition is met for the story of both Balaam and 
Moses. The Hebrew leader was in the Shittim plain when 
commanded to ascend Nebo. If we suppose he started from 
the neighbourhood of Tel-er-Rame, his road would be by 
Ayun Musa, and up the flanks of Jebel Siaghah to its top, 
and thence to the summit of Nebo, where he met his fate. 
He would instinctively turn westward at each winding of 
the road, and look back over the Shittim plain where the 
great host was encamped ; at the green poplars and willows 
of the Jordan banks, with the silvery water flashing in 
places through their dense foliage, then across to the glaring 
desolate rocks of the Judaean wilderness ; as he rose higher 
and higher he would discover the green hills of Palestine. 
When he reached the bold headland of Sidghah he would 
linger to take in the wonderful foreground in which the 
whole host would now be visible, the northern third of the 
Dead Sea, the Jordan valley, to the cleft, at the bottom of 
which he knew lay the Sea of Tiberias. Neither from this 
point, however, nor from the top of Nebo, which is three 
hundred and fifty feet higher, could he literally see the 
Mediterranean. The including of the Great Sea in the 
prospect must be taken in the same sense as his seeing all 
the land. 

Mount Nebo is two thousand six hundred and forty-three 
feet above the Mediterranean, and thus stands much lower 
than the central hills of Moab, which rise from twenty-five 
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hundred to three thousand feet above it. It takes its name 
from that of a Babylonian god — ^the word coming from the 
same root as the Hebrew nebi/’ a prophet, and its meaning 
is the proclaimor ” or the prophet,” since the god Nebo 
was, essentially, the proclaimer or prophet of the mind and 
wishes of the great god Merodach. He was also the god of 
science and litoniture, and was honoured as the author of 
writing — the wise one — the Scribe, and the patron of the 
literary class. His worship extended through Assyria as 
well as Babylonia, and passed thence to the distant Semitic 
nations of Western Asia ; the names of places in Palestine 
showing that he was adored by Canaanites as well as in 
Moab. Cities bearing the name stood within the territories 
of both Reuben and Judah, and when literature rose among 
the Hebrews they substituted ^^nebi,” ^^the prophet,” for 
the old word roeh,” ^Hhe seer.”* The ridge of Mount 
Nebo runs out west from the plateau of Moab, sinking grad- 
ually. The word Nebo, which among its other meanings has 
that of a knob or tumulus, applies to the flat top of the 
ridge, which is crowned by a ruined cairn. Sufa — the 
Zophim of the Bible — is the ascent leading up to the ridge 
from the north, and the field of Zophim is, no doubt, the 
field close to the cairn of Nebo — a broad brown field of 
arable land. The name Pisgah no longer survives in the 
locality, but it seems to have been only another name for the 
Nebo ridge. The view from the top is very striking. To 
the eastward, the ridge slopes gently for two or three miles, 
and then, sweeping forth, rolls in one boundless plain, 
stretching far into Arabia, till lost in the horizon ; one wav- 
ing ocean of com and grass. As the eye turns southward, 
the peak of Jebel Shihan first stands out behind Jebel Atta- 


1 Sayoe'B HVbbtH Lechtrei^ 190. 
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TUB. Beyond and behind these^ a long ridge shuts up the 
view at a distance of about five miles. Turning westward, 
the landscape sinks in two or three lines of gigantic terraces 
as it descends to the Dead Sea, which lies beneath, like a 
strip of molten metal. Far beyond it the ridge of Hebron 
can be traced. Northward lies the deep bed of the river 
Jordan, with the site of IsraeFs last camp. Beyond the 
river rises the top of Gerizim, and, farther still, beyond the 
plain of Esdraelon, rise the hills of Lower Galilee, but Car- 
mel is hidden by an intervening height, close to the Jordan 
Valley. Northwards, the eye catches the outline of Tabor 
and Gilboa. Snowy Hermon, mantled with cloud, and the 
highest range of Lebanon behind it, are beyond the horizon, 
while the hills of Central Palestine, being as high as Nebo, 
or higher, shut out the view of the Mediterranean. 

A sight of this magnificent panorama having been vouch- 
safed the great leader, the hour came when he should 
depart. Somewhere in the Abarim range, on the summit 
dedicated to the god Nebo, he took his last look at the land 
he was not to enter ; seeing much, but knowing that, even 
beyond the magnificent sweep of that wide landscape, there 
lay still more that must be hidden for ever from his eyes. 
Prom that height he came down no more ; but when he died 
or where he was buried was known to none, lest his tomb 
might become a centre of idolatrous pilgrimage. As in life, 
BO in death, self was nothing, his duty all. Josephus, 
though writing from imagination, could not be in material 
error when he says, that he withdrew among the tears of 
the people ; the women beating their breasts, and the chil- 
dren giving way to uncontrollable wailing. At a certain 
point in his ascent he made a sign to the weeping multitude 
to advance no farther^ taking with him only the elders, the 
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high priest Eleazar^ and the general, Joshua. At the top 
of the mountain he dismissed the elders, and then, as he 
was embracing Eleazar and Joshua, and still speaking to 
them, a cloud suddenly stood over him and he vanished in a 
deep valley/^* 

It was a fitting tribute to such a man that Israel publicly 
lamented his loss for thirty days. They naturally felt them- 
selves like orphans. He had not only raised them from a 
horde of slaves to a nation, but had given them a creed and 
institutions which would for ever secure for them a distinct 
national existence. As the prophet of God he had made 
them the depositaries of truths unknown to the world be- 
sides ; the possession of which would make them the bene- 
factors of all ages. His laws and morals were destined to 
mould them to an ideal only to be surpassed by the revela- 
tions of Christianity. His sympathy with his charge had 
been sublime. He could say of himself, that he had borne 
them as a nurse bears a child. His patience and hopeful- 
ness with them had been wonderful. His gentleness, and 
self-oblivion, had given him supreme authority and rever- 
ence. He could boast before them that he had taken 
nothing from any one, and that he had injured none. His 
utter freedom from all littleness of soul had been shown by 
his wishing that all Israelites were prophets like himself. 
In all respects, indeed, he had been a man apart from his 
fellows, and -immeasurably above them, and the remem- 
brance that such an one had stood at the cradle of their 
infant nation gave all its following generations a grand 
impulse to a noble life.* 

The legends of the death of Moses are too lengthy to be 

> Jos.. Ant., IV. vfli 48. 

< See Qmetz, vol. i. pp. 57, 66, for sa estimate of the character of Hoaee. 



THB EVE OF THE OOKQUEST. 437 

given in full, but the conclusion of one of them may be 
quoted, And when he had gone up the mountain," says 
one portion, he met three men who were digging a grave, 
and he asked them, ^ For whom do you dig this grave ? ^ 
They answered, ^ For a man whom God will call to be with 
Him in Paradise/ Moses asked leave to help in digging the 
grave of such a holy man. When it was completed, he 
asked, ^ Have you taken the measure of the deceased ? ^ 
^ No. But he was of thy size ; lie down in it.^ Moses did 
so. The three men were the angels Michael, Gabriel, and 
Sagsagel. The angel Michael had begun the grave, the 
angel Gabriel had spread the white napkin for the head, the 
angel Sagsagel that for the feet. Then the angel Michael 
stood on one side of Moses, the angel Gabriel on the other 
side, and the angel Sagsagel at the feet, and the majesty of 
God appeared above his head. 

And the Lord said to Moses, ^ Close thine eyelids,^ and 
he obeyed. Then the Lord said, ^ Press thy hand upon thy 
heart,^ and he did so. Then God said, ^ Place thy feet in 
order,^ and he did so. Then the Lord God addressed the 
spirit of Moses, and said, ^Holy soul, my daughter, for a 
hundred and twenty years hast thou inhabited this undefiled 
body of dust. But now thine hour is come, go forth and 
mount to Paradise.^ But the soul answered, trembling and 
with pain, * In this pure and undefiled body have I spent so 
many years that I love it, and I have not the courage to 
desert it.^ ^ My daughter,^ replied God, ^ come forth I I 
will place thee in the highest heaven, beneath the cherubim 
and seraphim who bear up My eternal throne.^ Yet the 
soul doubted and quaked. Then God bent over the face of 
Moses and kissed him. And the soul leaped up in joy, and 
went with the kiss of God to Paradise. Then a sad cloud 
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draped the heavens, and the winds wailed, ^ Who lives now 
on earth to fight against sin and error And a voice 
answered, 'Such a prophet never arose before/' And the 
Earth lamented, ^ I have lost the holy one/ And Israel 
lamented, 'We have lost the Shepherd/ And the angels 
sang, ' He is come in peace to the arms of God/ " 



CHAPTER XIII. 


THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN. 

The state of Palestine in the days of Thothmea III. has 
been described from the Egyptian records, in earlier pages, 
and fortunately some aids may be obtained from the same 
sources for learning its state, and that of the districts north 
and south of it, when Israel was about to invade it. A 
letter of an Egyptian military officer of high rank, master 
of the Captains of Egypt,^^ dating from the later years of 
Rameses II., ‘^the Oppressor,” has reached our times, and 
contains some curious information. He travelled as far 
north as Aleppo, by way of the Hittite city of Kadesh, 
on the Orontes, riding all the way in a chariot, which no 
one, for want of passable roads, could do now, and on his 
way, going or returning, visited many towns of Phoenicia, 
including Gebal, where there was a famous temple to 
Ashtaroth; Beyrout, Sidon, Sarepta, and Tyre, and went 
also to the Bedouin encampments outside Palestine, to the 
Jordan, to Megiddo, Joppa, Raphia, and Gaza, besides many 
other places of which the names used by him are not yet 
identified. He travels with chariots, the horses of which are 
as swift as jackals, with flashing eyes, and rushing like the 
burst of a hurricane, he himself driving his own chariot ; 
his bow and other arms, ready for defence, fixed at the back 
of it. The rivers and torrents have to be forded every- 
where, and there seem to be no bridges. Huge forests of 
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cypresses, oaks, and cedars, presumably in Lebanon, reach to 
heaven and darken the sky, and lions, wolves, and hyenas 
are numerous. The roughness of the tracks which serve as 
roads terribly exhausts him. At one halt a thief creeps 
into the place where he sleeps, to get at which he has to 
pass through the part in which his horses are tethered, and 
carries ofp his clothes. To add to the trouble, his body-slave, 
roused by the entrance of the thief, joins him, takes what 
is left, and runs off to the Bedouin. Soon after, a set of 
robbers, of the enemy,^’ plunder him of his baggage. At 
Tyre, he finds that water is carried to the city, on its island, 
in boats. One city he orders, from some unknown reason, 
to be set in flames, adding that a Mohar^s office is a very 
painful one.^^ At one part he comes to a gorge three thou- 
sand feet deep, full of rocks and rolling stones, the worst 
of travelling for his chariot. He has to force its owner, by 
threats, to give him a camel, for food. He passes through 
parts in which he has no guide, and does not know the 
way, and feels his hair bristling up in his anxiety. The 
track is full of rocks and stones, with no path fit for his 
chariot ; it is moreover choked with hollies, Indian figs, aloes, 
and bushes. On one side is the mountain, rising in a per- 
pendicular wall ; on the other a precipice. The chariot, as is 
no wonder, strikes the rocks, the horses are thrown down, 
the reins broken, the chariot pole broken also ; the wreck 
is total, and the horses have to be taken on by themselves. 
The gardens at Joppa, however, revive his spirits, but he 
soon has more trouble. The enemy " has been so close 
behind him, that he quaked, before reaching Joppa, but soon 
after leaving it a robber steals his bow, dagger, and quiver. 
Next his reins are cut in the night, and the horses run 
off. Having caught them, again, however, or found others. 
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he starts again, but his slave at a bad piece of the track 
breaks the chariot in pieces and leaves him in a great diflS- 
culty. He is in a strait to get food and water, on the 
strength of which to reach a place of safety. Meanwhile 
the shattered chariot is taken to the forge, and the workers 
in wood, metals, and leather are set to work to repair it. 
They put in a new pole, supply new fittings, new leather 
work on the harness, make a new yoke, and new metal 
ornaments, and mend his whip — so that all the trades 
implied in such varied requirements must have flourished 
in Palestine in those days. Thus set to rights again, he was 
able to set off once more, on his journey to Egypt. 

The object of his wide travels is not told us, though it is 
clear that he was regarded by the people, through whose 
lands he passed, with very unfriendly eyes. Thothmes 
III. had annexed no fewer than a hundred and nineteen 
towns in Palestine, to his Egyptian empire, two centuries 
before, and the Pharaoh was still, apparently, lord para- 
mount in the regions visited by the Mohar,^' his officer. 
After the long reign of Rameses, however, the strength 
of Palestine must have greatly declined. The long wars 
between that great king and the Syrian Hittites, with their 
confederates in Canaan, must have greatly weakened the 
local chiefs and kings, and Egypt itself had evidently lost 
its hold on them before Joshua’s campaigns, else he would 
have had to do battle with Egyptian garrisons, which are 
not mentioned in the Scripture narrative. They had been 
stationed in many towns of Palestine at an earlier day, and 
must now have been withdrawn, perhaps from the disasters 
of the reign of Menephtah, under whom the Exodus took 
place. Rameses had brought back a varied and rich spoil 
from Palestine, for he, himself, tells us that it included 
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gold, glass, gums, cattle, male and female slaves, ivory, 
ebony, boats laden with all good things, horses, chariots 
inlaid with gold and silver, or painted ; goblets, dishes, 
iron, steel, dates, oil, wine, asses, cedar, suits of armour, 
fragrant wood, war galleys, incense, gold dishes with handles, 
collars and ornaments of lapis lazuli, silver dishes, vases of 
silver, precious stones, honey, goats, lead, spears of brass, 
colours, beer, bread, geese, fruit, milk, pigeons — the plun- 
der, in fact, of a rich and civilized country. The meadowa 
of Palestine, its fortresses, its groves, and its orchards are 
mentioned, showing that prosperity of every kind abounded.* 
There had been cities, and landowners, traders, architects, 
and workers in metals in Canaan at a time when the 
Hebrews were living in Egypt or in the desert, and the 
Hittites, long before Joshua, had almost equalled the Egyp- 
tians in culture and ‘power. But the very list of plunder 
given by Rameses implies a terrible drain on the wealth and 
prosperity of the land as a whole, for it indicates only one 
of the smallest details in the waste and ruin caused by 
repeated and sanguinary wars. The experiences of the 
Mohar, on his journey, moreover, show a prevailing law- 
lessness and disorder which hint at a time of confusion and 
decay. The way would be opened, however, by this polit- 
ical feebleness, for the invasion of the Hebrews, though, 
even with this in their favour, the difficulties to be over- 
come by a force like theirs, of footmen only, and these 
perhaps rudely armed, must have been immense. Their 
wilderness life, outside the communities of men, must have 
left them only a very partial equipment to meet armed 
forces like those they had to encounter. It was no savage or 

1 Lepdap, Der^knMer^ Abth. lii. Bl. 80a, 80b, Sla. In Joeh. xiz. 6, Hasar-eiuali a* 
^ 8P>8P*^lUage'* ocean, and Beth-marcaboth s *• Honyo of Ohailoto.** 
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unoccnpied region, therefore, that was to be conquered by 
Joshua, but a land strongly defended, full of people, and 
provided with all appliances for resistance. Nor was it 
without marked culture, for its libraries gave a name to 
some of its cities. 

Nothing, however, could withstand the fiery enthusiasm 
of the Hebrews, who came, like the valiant Franks in the 
fifth century, as the last great wave of national imigration 
to seek new homes. It was well that they had failed forty 
years before, when still imperfectly grounded in their relig- 
ious principles, for they would then assuredly have adopted 
the idolatry of the Canaanites. Forty years’ seclusion in 
the wilderness, with its terrible discipline, crowned by the 
calamity and shame of Baal-peor, had made them, at least for 
the time, fierce zealots, to whom the idols of Palestine were 
abominations as hateful as were the hideous gods of Mexico, 
with their human sacrifices, in the eyes of the invading 
Spaniards ; an aversion which, in spite of temporary apos- 
tasies on their part, in the end wrought the overthrow of 
the whole system so utterly, that we are indebted for the 
names of some of the Canaanite deities rather to their 
revival by Milton, in his Paradise Lost, than to the pages 
of Scripture. 

Yet the difficulties of the Hebrews were immense. To 
the iron chariots, ‘ the horses, and fche fortresses of the coun- 
try,* and its formidable leagues of chiefs and kings, they 
could oppose only a rude, half-armed militia, with inade- 
quate military training. They had to overcome those who 

1 It has been ihoni^ht that the “ iron chariots ’’’ meant chariots provided with sharp 
sickles at the hubs of the wheels. Bat these were not used in Asia before the time 
of Cyras, and were wholly unknown in Egypt, where the common chariots were of 
wood clamped with iron. Chariots with sickles at the wheels are first mentioned in 
2 Macc. xiii. 2. See Schenkel's Xese., vol. ▼. p. SS7. 

2 KeiFe AreMotogie, p. 748. 

yoL. n.-« 
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fought for their homes and their country, and were familial 
with every part of it. But an enthusiasm, like that which 
made the ragged and worn levies of Prance irresistible in the 
first campaigns of the Great Eevolution, filled every bosom ; 
sustained in this case, moreover, by a profound belief among 
the invading force that God was at their head. Though 
only on foot, they felt such confidence, under this lofty inspi- 
ration, that they despised the strong fortresses they would 
have to attack, and captured the chariots and horses only to 
show their contempt of such aids by burning the one and 
cutting the sinews of the other.* Asses, not horses, were 
the glory of Israel ; their chiefs habitually using them, and 
even their kings till the time of Solomon having only mules, 
at the best. 

The supreme authority over the nation and the army had ' 
been intrusted by Moses, before his death, to Joshua, his 
faithful minister since the days of the Mount of God. 
Bom about the time when his great master fled to Midian, 
the future hero, who very possibly had served under Pharaoh 
as a military man, was in the prime of life at the Exodus, 
and had already so commended himself to the keen eye of 
Moses on the march to Sinai, that the repelling of the attack 
made by Amalek at Eephidim had been intrusted to him. 
A scion of the great tribe of Ephraim, his birth commanded 
the loyalty of all its members, and of the nation at large ;■ 
for Ephraim, as the representative of Joseph, was as yet its 
recognized head. But his own qualities were in themselves 
fitted to attract confidence. With no claim to be a prophet, 
but rather disliking those who may have seemed to him, as 
a soldier, talkers rather than actors,* he bore himself only as 

1 neat. zvil. 16. Joeh. x. 90; xi. 6,9; xrii. 15-18. Jadg. t. 8, 98. lSam.xv.4 
9Bam.vUi.4. •Nnm.xLSS. 
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a warrior, with a given task to accomplish, and resolute to 
carry it out. To Moses, God had appeared in the burning 
bush : to Joshua, the final commission and Divine encour- 
agement was given by the vision of a man the Cap- 
tain of the host of Jehovah with His sword drawn in 
His hand." Nor is it without significance as an index to his 
character, that he forthwith advances to meet the apparition, 
doubtless, spear in hand ; but presently, on learning its 
nature, takes off his war-shoes, as standing on holy ground, 
and worships, prostrate on the earth.* But the choice of the 
plain, unpretending soldier proved its wisdom by its result. 
Had Phinehas, the warlike and fiercely zealous son of Aaron, 
been selected, a priestly stamp would inevitably have marked 
the future of Israel ; if, indeed, a priest-royalty had not been 
founded in his line. Or, had a son of Moses been appointed 
successor to his father, there is no security that he would 
have been equal to the office, and the foundation of heredi- 
tary monarchy in his family could scarcely have been 
avoided. 

The River Jordan, which now rolled its swollen current 
between Israel and the Promised Land, is formed by the 
junction of three powerful springs which burst out from the 
slopes or foot of the southern hills of Lebanon. The most 
northerly is known as the Hasbany, rising with a strong 
outfiow in the hills near Hasbeia, at a height of about 
twenty-two hundred feet above the sea. The stream from 
it fiows through a deep and dark gorge, in a rushing tor- 
rent, to the fruitful plains on the east foot of the Upper 
Galilean Mountains. A second source is the Leddan, which 
bursts out with a copiousness which makes it one of the 
greatest springs in the world, from the bottom of the vol- 


sJoii^T. 18-15. 
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canic hill on which stood anciently the city of Dan. Noth^ 
ing could be more striking than the rush of crystal-clear 
water from the earth, as a full-grown river from the first ; a 
phenomenon so beneficent in such a land that I thought, as 
I pushed aside the overhanging boughs to look at it, how 
naturally it accounts for a town having been built in the 
earliest ages close to it. This is the middle stream. The 
most easterly source breaks out in the same way, in full 
strength from the ground, at Banias, the ancient CsBsarea 
Philippi, at a height of twelve hundred and ten feet above 
the sea. It is about half the breadth of the Leddan, and 
twice as broad as the Hasbany. I thought no spot could be 
more beautiful than the ravine through which it flows from 
the foot of the hill out of which it rises. The three sources,, 
after a rapid and at times rushing course, over the descend-' 
ing channels, unite some miles north of Lake Huleh, which 
lies ninety feet above the Mediterranean. Huleh is for 
miles covered with dense thickets of reeds, in which Herod 
the Great used to hunt the wild boar, but its northern and 
western borders have a good breadth of rich land, now cul- 
tivated by a tribe of Arabs, who live in curious houses built 
of wattled reeds, the hills of Upper Galilee rising behind the 
plain on the west, while, on the east side, those of Gaulonitis 
rise sheer from the lake. The reed beds reach far down the 
basin, but, after they end, a stretch of beautiful blue water 
brightens the landscape, which is crossed a little below 
Huleh by the remotely old caravan track from Damascus to 
Palestine and Egypt, which crosses the Jordan after it 
leaves the lake, on a bridge of black basalt, of three arches, 
in a very bad condition, like everything under the Turk. 
For two miles from Huleh the river flows sluggishly till it 
enters a narrow gorge, with high and somewhat precipitous 
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hills on each side. Down this it rushes for the next nine 
miles as a foaming torrent, descending nearly 900 feet to 
the level of the Sea of Galilee, which lies 682 feet * below the 
Mediterranean, and entering it through a swampy flat, the 
plain of El Batihah, where I have seen the black buffaloes 
immersed to the head for coolness, and thought of the mira- 
cle of the Feeding of the Multitude, which took place on the 
east side of it. The Sea of Galilee, lying in a girdle of hills, 
rounded on the west and north, flat-topped like a table- 
land on the east, is a sheet of crystal-clear water, about six 
miles across at its broadest part, or, as others say, eight, and, 
according to different authorities, twelve or thirteen miles 
long, from north to south.* The hills enclosing it are from 
one thousand to fifteen hundred feet high, running in great 
part close to the water^s edge, but in places, receding, so as 
to form the famous land-bay known as the plain of Gennes- 
areth, and the level space round the town of Tiberias, and 
also some other open tracts of no great size. Leaving this 
lake, the Jordan flows towards the Dead Sea throiigli a 
channel formed by a cleft in the rocky foundations of tho 
land, the result of some great physical convulsion. Deep 
down in this strange bed, which varies much in breadth, and 
is known by the name of the Ghor, or depression,^^ the 
bottom of this rift has been worn into a second and a third 
channel ; the lowest, that in which the river is content to 
flow in the dry season ; the second, which rises in some places 
forty, in others one hundred and fifty feet, and is thickly 
clothed with luxuriant verdure on its higher, and dense reed 
beds, the haunts of wild creatures, on its lower parts — the 
whole forming what is called in our version the swelling 
of the Jordan, though it should rather be its pride," or 

s Oondar's T$nt Work, p. 290. * Schumachur^a Th$ Jaukmf p. 126b 
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glory/^ * When the snows melt on Hermon the floods from 
it raise the lakes at least a foot above their ordinary level, and, 
rushing down the channel, cause the stream to rise over its 
second banks, till the waters spread in some places to a mile 
in breadth, with the white cliffs and steep slopes of the great 
cleft as their bounds, causing the wild boars which haunt 
the thickets now, as lions did in Bible times, to flee to the 
hills for their lives. It is a curious illustration of the intense 
heat of the Ghor as a whole, that the great evaporation 
makes up for the contributions of even such tributaries as 
the Jabbok, so that the usual breadth of the river is about 
the same through all its length, though the surface of the 
Dead Sea is fifteen feet higher in winter than in summer, 
when the heat balances the inflow by the evaporation it 
creates. Within its strange bed the river descends with 
innumerable windings. So tortuous, indeed, is its course, 
that in the 66 miles between the Sea of Galilee and the 
Dead Sea in a direct line, it darts at so many angles over its 
rough bed aS' to make its whole length nearly 200 miles ; 
and in this distance ifc leaps and rushes over twenty- 
seven rapids, including, in all, a descent of 606 feet.* It. 
need hardly be said that such a river is not navigable in any 
part, and that the lake in which it disappears never had a 
port. 

It was now the month Abib, part of our April and 
May, when the barley and flax harvests were ripe. The 
melting of the snows in Hermon, as usual at this season — 
just about the time of the Passover — had raised the stream 
till its yellow waters had overflowed the lower banks, far and 
near. How high the waters had risen is not stated, but 
when Canon Tristram last visited these parts they had been 

^ Jer. zlix. 19 ; 1. 44. Zech. xi. a. * Ciwder's JEBmOdookf p. 81& 
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fourteen feet above their usual level at the last spring 
floods/ but the height varies and is much greater in some 
years than in others. That such a time should have been 
chosen for crossing might well impress on Israel the super- 
natural aid it enjoyed, and could not fail, proportionally, to 
discourage the enemy. 

Two young men * having been selected to act as spies, and 
sent over the river, the last preparations were made for 
crossing, and thus, undesignedly, for deciding the future 
history of the chosen people as that of a settled, agricultural 
community, rather than wandering shepherd tribes. On the 
flfth day, apparently, the spies returned, having bravely 
swum across the river — ^like the eleven mighty men from 
the uplands of Gad, when they cast in their lot with David ® 
— and brought a report which emboldened both Joshua and 
the people in their enterprise more than ever. They had 
been in great danger, but had been saved by the fidelity of 
Eahab, a woman of Jericho, to whose house they had gone ; 
repaying her by the promise of protection to herself and her 
family when the city should be taken — a pledge which 
Joshua and the tribes faithfully kept. Indeed, she was 
afterwards married to a Hebrew, and so completely adopted 
into the nation, that she became one of the ancestors of 
David, and through him, of our Lord. I^or were her family 
and connections forgotten ; they, too, lived permanently in 
Israel on a footing of friendship and equality.* 

^ Landof I^raely p. 228. 3 Septnagint. > 1 Chron. xii. 15. See p. 421. 

« It has been sought to explain Rahab's position as that of a hostess. But there 
are neither hosts nor hostesses in Eastern khans ; nor would it have been possible 
for men to lodge at the honse of any respectable Eastern woman. Rahab's being 
asked to bring out the spies to the soldiers sent for them, is in strict keeping 
with Eastern manners, which would not permit any man to enter a woman's house 
without her permission. The fact of her CQTering the spies with the bundles of dax 
which lay on her honse roof to dry is an “ undesigned coincidence,” which strik- 
ingly corroborates the narrative. (Blunt's Vndesigned Coincidences^ p. 105.) It was 
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An order was now issued that the people should sane* 
tify " themselves by a strict legal purification,* and prepara- 
tion of heart, in anticipation of the wonders to be wrought 
by God on their behalf. Ifext day the crossing took place. 
The cloudy pillar had disappeared, apparently, with the 
death of Moses ; but in its absence, as a symbol of the pres- 
ence of God with the host, the sacred Ark was borne before 
the host, on the shoulders of priests. Behind them, at a 
reverent distance of more than half a mile, came forty thou- 
sand men from the trans-Jordanic tribes, forming the van, 
contrary to the rule as to their position ; * then, according to 
tradition, the women and children, in the centre : the rest of 
the armed men following in their rear. But now was seen an 
amazing miracle. As soon as the feet of the priests had been 
wetted in the utmost edge of the Jordan, though not till 
then, the waters parted before them, and they passed on — 
their bare feet sinking in the soft bottom as they advanced * 
— ^to the middle of the channel, and there stood till the 
whole host had passed over. The stream, meanwhile, 
checked in its course, ‘‘rose up," we are told, *^upon an 
heap, very far off, by Adam, the city that is near Zaretan," * 
which, it would seem, was not far from Succoth, near the 
mouth of the Jabbok, that is, at a distance of about thirty 
miles north, unless, indeed, the name Adam, which means 
red, point to a stream running into the Jordan, a little south 
of Beisan, known to the Arabs as the red water, from the 
discolouration of its waters by the red earth of its banks. In 

the tImB of the heri^ hurest, and flax and barjey are ripe at the time In the 
Jordan Valley, ao that the handlea of flax atalka mi^t have been expected to be dry- 
ing Just then. That Bahab had them implioB, farther, that the women of the coait- 
try made their own Unen, from the very firat proceae. Flax growa in the Jordan 
Valley to more than tiuee feet in height and has a stalk as thick as a cane. 

> Sxod. xix. 10. Ler. xL 4t. * Nnm. xxxii. 80. Josh. It. 18. 

• Joah. tr. 18. ^ fllnal ma Mutiaa, p. 896 a. 1 Singa i4L OA 
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the great map of the Palestine Survey, Adam is conjectur- 
ally identified with Tel Damieh, near the ford Damieh, 
which may, perhaps, preserve the Scripture name. In any 
case, the Hebrews could cross along a great breadth of front, 
which would immensely facilitate the passage. 

An event so wonderful could not be allowed to pass with- 
out a memorial, and a double one was appointed, worthy of 
it in expressive simplicity. Twelve of the large stones laid 
bare in the bed of the river were ordered to be carried over 
to the western side and raised on the upper terrace of the 
valley, in the centre of the new camping ground, while a 
second twelve were placed on the spot in the channel where 
the feet of the priests had stood during the crossing. But 
such is the tendency to associate superstition with even the 
simplest religious memorials, among a rude people, that the 
stones set up at the hills, which gave the name Gilgal, a 
circle, to the spot, became ultimately the seat of confirmed 
idolatry to all the Jewish tribes.* 

The site thus chosen, has been fortunately identified, 
after more than 3,000 years, by the intelligent labours of the 
members of the Palestine Survey. The name Jiljulieh, 
which is the same word as Gilgal, still clings to a mound 
about three miles south-east from the spot where, appar- 
ently, the city of Jericho must have stood ; near the beauti- 
ful fountain known as the Sultanas Spring, and close to the 
steep background of the limestone hills of Judah. The 
host of the Hebrews, at the camp thus chosen for them, 
were about 500 feet above the bed of the Jordan, and had 
the stream from the Wady el Kelt close on the south. The 
river they had crossed lay underneath them about 4^ milee 
to the east. An open plain stretched on all sides and per- 

^ HM.iT. lS;iz. 11. Ahum It. 4 ; 6. 
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mitted free movement ; the wall of the hills of Judah 
rising 1,000 feet above the level of the camp, at the distance 
of about three miles to the west.* The site is conspicuous 
from a distance, as a great tamarisk tree marks it, and the 
view from it is very fine. About a dozen mounds rise near 
it, perhaps ten feet across and three or four high, but when 
opened they were found to consist of sandy marl, in which 
were bits of pottery, glass, and the like, pointing rather to 
a time when a monastery stood on the spot than to the days 
of Joshua. That such a memorial, associated with religious 
observances, should have been raised by the Hebrews, seems 
to point back to the custom prevalent in early ages, in Pales- 
tine as elsewhere, of consecrating huge stones as religious 
emblems. Major Conder discovered, in all, about seven 
hundred stone monuments of this character east and west 
of the Jordan, and they are found from Norway to Tunis, 
and from India to Ireland. They occur in Arabia, Armenia, 
Persia, the Crimea, Greece, Cyprus, and Phoenicia, and else- 
where, and are traced by some to an early Mongolian race 
which is thought to have occupied these lands before the 
Aryans and Semites. There are many such monuments in 
Galilee, Bashan, Gilead, and Moab, but none in Samaria or 
Judaea, all that were ever there having, probably, been 
destroyed by kings like Hezekiah and Josiah, or by the later 
Jews, as idolatrous. 

The name Gilgal, however, is said to have been first 
intended as a direct allusion to the rolling away of the 
last trace of the degradation and reproach of their Egyp- 
tian slavery, by the circumcision of the host, which had 
been neglected in the wilderness, but was now commanded 

s Conder'B Ttni Work^ pp 201 f. Fund Large Map qf Pakatine^ sheet 
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by Joshua, as the appointed acknowledgment of their 
national covenant with God at Sinai/ It was meet, on 
the threshold of so great an enterprise, which was, in fact, 
a claim from Jehovah to fulfil the promise given by Him 
to their fathers, of bringing them into Canaan as its con- 
querors, that they should, on their side, fulfil the condition 
He had imposed as the badge of their consecration to Him 
as a people/ 

Circumcision was the condition of God's giving them the 
land, but it had fallen into abeyance during the wilderness 
life. Even the Passover, indeed, had not been kept after 
leaving * Sinai, because, as Jewish commentators explain, it 
was not to be held again till the people had entered Canaan. “ 
It was prudent, also, that a feeling of strong separation from 
the race they were about to attack, and of their superiority 
to them, as the chosen people of God, should be thus duly 
impressed on them. But another allusion may well have 
been to the circle * of twelve stones, raised by Joshua's 
orders : the first sanctuary of Israel in Palestine. Indeed, 
as we have seen, such cromlechs and dolmens were associated 
with the earliest forms of religion in almost every country. 

Gilgal formed a basis for future operations, and remained 
the headquarters of the army and of the tribes for some 
'years ; the Tabernacle being set up in it as the national 
sanctuary, till it was at a later time removed to Shiloh. 
Meanwhile, two additional associations connected themselves 
with the spot : in the celebration of the first Passover kept 
in* Canaan ; and by the cessation, on the day after, of the 
fall of manna, and its replacement by the old com of the 

> Gten. xvil. 10-14. * Gen. xvii 7. 

* Num ix. 6. * Bxod xii 26 ; xlU. 5-10. 

* In Neh. xii. 27-29, we read more fully of “ the GDgal the circle.” In laa. 

xxxiii. 28, it is translated “ wheel.” 
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land," found, doubtless, in the houses and grain-pits of the 
inhabitants.' 

The taking of Jericho was evidently the first task before 
Israel, for it stood at the entrance of the main passes up to 
the interior, and was thus the key of the land. Till it had 
fallen they could not advance, for their rear would be left 
exposed ; but when it was once taken, they would be free to 
move forward. The copiousness of its water supply, and 
the consequent fertility of the soil, heightened by the almost 
tropical heat of a neighbourhood 600 or 700 feet below the 
level of the sea, might well have been another inducement 
to the Hebrews to make it their own ; but they were in no 
mood to spare either the city or its inhabitants, and looked 
upon the whole place as accursed. 

It was, indeed, a delightful spot. The torrent of the 
Wady Kelt, rushing, when in fiood, from between the tre- 
mendous precipices through which it finds its way from the 
central hills, swept across the plain to the Jordan. A little 
to the north, two copious springs welled out in permanent 
streams from the foot of the hills, which form, north and 
south, the background of the plain — the hills in whose 
caverns the spies had hidden. The landscape created by 
such strong brooks, in so warm a climate, and then covered 
with rich cultivation, can still be imagined from the masses 
of tangled shrubs still marking their course. 

Such a scene must have had unspeakable charms to the 
Hebrews, in its contrast to the long privations of the wilder- 
ness. From their camp at Gilgal, the eye wandered over a 
vast grove of majestic palms, nearly three miles in breadth 
and eight miles long, interspersed now, in the late spring, 
with ripening corn fields. The yellow hills rising behind. 


» jodL T. la-is. 
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only heightened the charms of the landscape by their dreary 
bareness. At their base, and thus commanding the whole 
view, embowered in verdure, were the temples and palaces of 
Jericho, a city famous for its wealth and luxury no less than 
for its position, but the object of the bitter hatred of Israel, 
as a centre of that idol worship which had left amongst them 
the burning memories of Baal-peor. It was, indeed, the 
local seat of the worship of Ashtoreth, the consort of Baal — 
its very name meaning the city of the Moon,* which was the 
symbol of that goddess. Hence it represented all that was 
foulest and most revolting in the heathenism of the Canaan- 
ites, which Israel had been taught to regard as an abomi- 
nation to Jehovah, and, as such, to be rooted out by the 
sword of Divine justice, now intrusted to their hands. 
The only thought they could entertain towards it, there- 
fore, was one of loathing abhorrence, fittingly expressed 
in the command they presently received from Joshua, to 
devote it to destruction, sparing from the universal ruin and 
efl!acement only objects of metal, which could be cleansed 
from defilement in the purifying furnace. 

The lesson taught by the capture of this stronghold was 
in keeping with that of the passage of the Jordan. Human 
agency was, in both cases, superseded by the direct and 
manifest power of God, and Israel made to feel His presence 
and His resistless might. In crossing the swollen river, 
they had simply looked on while nature was controlled on 
their behalf. In the taking of Jericho, they had only to 
obey commands which had no natural relation to such an 
enterprise. Safe, as it fancied, within its high and strong 
walls, and, doubtless, well-provisioned, the city appeared as 
if it could defy the assault of a force, however numerouE^ 

> Hitsig, Q4$tMehU^ p, 98. 
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which had no materials for a siege ; nor would it fear block- 
ade, in the near prospect of relief which it was justified in 
entertaining. The crowded population must indeed, at 
first, have been terror-struck at the approach of the con- 
querors of Gilead and Bashan, else they would have opposed 
the crossing of the river ; but when, instead of an attack, 
they saw only, day by day, strange circuits of the town by 
the forces of the enemy, guarding their priests as they bore 
the Ark on their shoulders, amidst the sound of trumpets,' 
either of ram^s horns or like them in shape — their panic 
may well have turned to confidence. That the walls should 
give way and open a wide breach after the seven circuits of 
the seventh day must have raised only one thought in the 
bosom of all Israel — that the victory was not theirs but 
God^s. It is not even hinted that one of the earthquakes, 
BO common in that region, happened at the time, though 
such a coincidence has been imagined. 

The terrible sternness with which Joshua destroyed the 
whole population of the city, and even the cattle found in 
it, has seemed to many in strange contradiction to the mercy 
inculcated elsewhere in the Bible, and even to the instincts 
of nature. Yet Israel was expressly commanded to smite 
and utterly destroy the Canaanite race, showing no mercy,"* 
and ^^to save alive nothing that breathed,"* and it would 


1 The phrase is, literally, ^‘trumpets of soundings ” or “ of jubilee.” It Is singu- 
lar to notice the constant recnrrence of the number seven. Seven priests go before 
the Ark, with seven trumpets, for seven days, going seven times round the city on 
the seventh day. The Passover and the Feast of Tabernacles each lasted seven days. 
The consecration of priests also took seven days. Seven victims were required on 
special occasions. To ratify an oath, was *■* to seven it " The number seems to have 
been regarded as the symbol of completeness or perfection, and to have been, as 
such, connected intimately with everything relating to Qod, It was sacred also 
among the Persians (Bsth i. 10, 14), among the ancient Indians, and, to some extent, 
among the Greeks and Bomans. 

» ©eut, viL 3. 


* ©eut. XX. 18. 
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seem that, at least in some cases, Joshua literally carried out 
this universal proscription. Not only at Jericho, hut, we 
are told, throughout all the hill country, the Negeb, the 
lowlands, and the slopes, ^^he left none remaining, but de- 
stroyed all that breathed, as the Lord God of Israel com- 
manded.^^ ‘ Yet it is doubtful if this is to be accepted in the 
widest sense, for we find the regions thus named as entirely 
depopulated, filled, for ages after, with Canaanite towns and 
cities, so strong as not only to shake off the Hebrew yoke, 
and drive Israel permanently to the hills, but even, in some 
cases, to attack them there and reduce them from time to 
time to dependence. Still, the fact remains that the exter- 
mination of whole peoples was divinely commanded, and 
that the neglect to carry it out to the uttermost is named as 
a criminal disobedience to Jehovah, for which Israel had to 
pay a terrible penalty.* 

But if, on the one hand, the character of the religion of 
the Canaanites be remembered, and, on the other, the Divine 
purpose to develop among the Israelites a pure and lofty 
Theocracy, through which, hereafter, the highest manifesta- 
tion of the kingdom of God on earth was to be made known 
among men, the apparent diflBculty in accepting the policy 
commanded to Joshua is lessened. The heathenism of Pal- 
estine and Syria was so foul and degrading in every sense. 


> Josb. X. 40. It was not uncommon among ancient nations to devote'' persons 
or things to utter destruction. Thus Caesar tells ns that among the Gauls, when 
they have resolved to fight, they often devote those things they may take in the war, 
to Mars, and when they have conquered, they hum the animals taken." Bell. Gall.^ 
vl. 17. Tacitus tells us of the Hermunduri, that they were successful in a war with 
the Catti, " because the victors devoted the opposing army to Mars and Mercury, by 
which vow horses, men, and all things taken are given up to destmction " Ann., 
sill. 57. Livy also mentions a Roman law, which runs, “ Whoever injured a tribune 
of the people, an scdile, judge, or decemvir, his head shall be devoted to Jupiter, and 
his family sold into slavery." lii. SS. 

• Jndg. iL 2. 
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that there is no State, even at this time, which would not 
put it down; if necessary, by the severest penalties. Its 
spread to Eome was bewailed 1,500 years later by the satir- 
ists of the day as a calamity marking the utter decay of the 
times.* It was essential, therefore, that the land in which 
the Chosen People were to be educated in the true religion, 
BO as to become the disseminators of its doctrines through 
the world, should be cleared of whatever would so certainly 
neutralize the gracious plans of the Almighty. Nor is it 
wonderful that no other means of securing this great end 
presented itself, in that age, to the Hebrew legislator or 
reformer, in the presence of such hideous immorality and 
corruption, than the rooting it out with the edge of the 
sword.* 

The results that actually followed the imperfect obedience 
to the Divine command shew at once the necessity and the* 
true mercy which it embodied, in spite of its sternness. 
Eager to enjoy the new land to which they had come, the 
Israelites soon lost their first enthusiasm, and sought ignoble 
ease, by friendly alliances and intermarriage with their 
heathen neighbours. But the frequent and profound lapses 
into idolatry through this course, proved how real was the 
danger, to protect them from which the proscription of the 
Canaanites had been dictated. 

Nor must it be forgotten that the nations of Palestine had 
had repeated warnings and a long time for reformation. 
Forty years had passed since the news of the passage of the 
Red Sea, and of the wonders in Egypt, had proclaimed the 
greatness of Jehovah above all gods. The recent conquest 
of the kings of Gilead and Bashan had no less vividly shown 
that a mighty invincible Power fought on the side of IsraeL 

> JttTenal, M., Hi 08 * Schlottmann, in Biehm, p. 189. 



THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN. 


449 


and rightfully claimed universal homage. The certain pun- 
ishment of impurity by this Almighty Being had been seen, 
moreover, in the fatal plague with which He had smitten 
even His own people, for mingling in the abominations of 
Baal-peor. Rahab, in Jericho, had heard of these judg- 
ments, and, doubtless, the conviction of the people at large, 
through the land, however they may have stifled reflection, 
was the same as hers, that ‘^Jehovah, the God of Israel, was 
God in heaven above and in earth beneath. * 

The customs of these remote times must not, besides, be 
forgotten ; for a mode of executing Divine judgments that 
might seem terrible in our age, was only the natural course 
of things in antiquity. To kill all the men, or even all the 
population of a conquered town, was the common practice 
in war. I fought against the city (Ataroth, of the tribe 
of Gad), says King Mesha, on the Moabite stone, and took 
it, and slaughtered all the inen, to please Chemosh, the god 
of Moab,” ^^and I put in it, in their stead, the men of 
Schiran and of Schacharath, to inhabit it.” I took the 
town Nebo (from Israel), and put to the sword all its inhabi- 
tants, seven chiefs of the tribes . . . the women and the 
children, for Chemosh had uttered a curse against it.”* 
Joshua^s course, therefore, though in his case the execution 
of a righteous judgment for terrible iniquity, and an all- 
wise preparation for a grand scheme of favour to mankind 
at large, was only that of the Canaanites themselves, in their 
own wars, which would have been carried out on Israel had 
they been conquerors. 

The comparative humanity of our day, we must, more- 
over, remember, has been attained only by the development 
of right feelings through thousands of years, and implies a 

< JoOl a 11. • Siudien u, KriUken, 18T1, p. 894. 

TOL.II.-W 
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public sentiment which the world in Joshua^s day, and foi 
ages after, was wholly unable to comprehend or accept. 

If, further, contrasted with usages of war in at least some 
cases in these fierce times, the sternness of Joshua seems 
wonderful in its dignified restraint. Compare his action 
with that of the Assyrian king, Assur-Nasir-Pal, who reigned 
from B.c. 885 to b.c. 858. 

“They brought me word,” (says that monarch) 

“ That the city of Suri had revolted. . . . 

Chariots and army I collected From the rebellious nobles 
I stripped off their skin and made them into a trophy. 

Some I left, in the middle of the pile, to decay. 

Some I impaled on the top of the hill, on stakes. 

Some I placed by the side of the pile, in order, on stakes. 

I flayed many within view of my land, and 
Arranged their skins on the wails. 

I brought Ahiyababa to Nineveh. I flayed him, and 
Fastened his skin to the wall. • . •” 

“ I drew near to Tila. 

I besieged the city with onset and attack. 

Many soldiers I captured alive. 

Of some, I chopped off the hands and feet ; of others, I cut off 
The noses and ears, and I destroyed the eyes of many. 

One pile of bodies I reared up while they were yet alive, 

And I raised another, of heads, on the heights within their town. 
Their boys and their maidens I dishonoured.” * 

The strange scene, a little later, after the march of Israel 
to Shechem, helps us to realize the spirit in which Joshua 
and the nation carried out their mission of conquest and 
retribution. Fresh from the scenes of Jericho and Ai, they 
gathered between Ebal and Gerizim, to listen to the words 
of the Law, which proclaimed a blessing upon purity, jus- 
tice, order, and truthfulness between man and man ; de- 

> Seoords qf iha ▼©!. ill. pp. 89-60. Cuneiform Inscrip. qf AHa, 

vol. L pp. IT-A?. 
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manded absolute obedience to a holy God ; and denounced 
curses on impurity, injustice, sensuality, and wrong-doingJ 
Mere bloodthirstiness, or savage ferocity, cannot be rightly 
attributed to a people capable of such a transaction, however 
different their ideas in some respects may have been from 
ours. In Jericho, as already said, they saw only the pollu- 
tion which had brought on them terrible punishment after 
Baal-peor, and their fierceness was that of a people eager to 
act as the ministers of Jehovah, at once in preventing a 
repetition of a temptation so great, and in striking terror 
into the country at large, as a preparation for its conquest. 
It was certain, also, that the camp at Gilgal could not be 
safe with such a stronghold of the enemy at hand. For 
their own sakes, moreover, the hatefulness of idolatry in the 
sight of God, as shown in His demanding the utter destruc- 
tion not only of the transgressors, but even of all they had, 
and of the very city itself,* needed to be burned in on their 
souls. 

The Israelites^ sword,” says Dr. Arnold, in its blood- 
iest executions, wrought a work of mercy for all the coun- 
tries of the earth, to the very end of the world. They seem 
of very small importance to us now, those perpetual contests 
with the Canaanites, and the Midianites, and the Ammon- 
ites, and the Philistines, with which the Books of Joshua, 
and Judges, and Samuel, are almost filled. We may half 
wonder that God should have interposed in such quarrels, 
or have changed the course of nature, in order to give one 
of those nations of Palestine the victory over another. But 

I Jonh. viii. 88, 84. 

* A city which was ** devoted '' to God by a corse could not be rebuilt, Dent. xili. 
1547 Bnt this seems to have been understood, in the case of Jericho, ouly to its 
being rebnilt as a fortified place ; for we find it inhabited in the time of the Jnd«e»<, 
and Joshua hii^8elXi;ave ;tJoBepjam.a. Judg iii.13. 2Saiu x. b. In the some 
Airuincmnoli irsaid to^ve uttered a curse on liium, and Scipio on Carthage. 
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in these contests, on the fate of one of these nations of Pal- 
estine, the happiness of the human race depended. The 
Israelites fought, not for themselves only, but for ns. It 
might follow that they should thus be accounted the enemies 
of all mankind : it might be that they were tempted by 
their very distinctness, to despise other nations. Still they 
did G-od's work; still they preserved, unhurt, the seed of 
eternal life, and were the ministers of blessing to all other 
nations, even though they themselves failed to enjoy ‘ 

The country which now invited conquest lay before the 
camp of Israel as a great mass of hills, rising from the back 
of Jericho in height above height, till its central elevation 
reached nearly 4,000 feet above the spot oh which they stood. 
Western Palestine is, indeed, little more than a wide tangle 
of mountains, seamed by valleys, of all depths and breadths, 
which on both sides run east and west, and form the only 
roads through the labyrinth. The Dead Sea, close by Gilgal, 
lies 1,292 feet below the Mediterranean, the city of Jericho 
standing about GOO feet above it ; but many of the heights 
before them tower, at 12 or 14 miles^ distance, to a height of 
2,500 feet above its level. Some of the cliffs on the Dead 
Sea rise 2,000 feet above the waters below, but some hills 
beyond them, north of Hebron,* are 2,000 feet higher, and 
others, in various parts of the land, are still loftier.* Beth- 
lehem is 2,550 feet above the Mediterranean ; Jehus, the 
future Jerusalem, 43 feet more ; the hill behind it on the 
east, our Mount of Olives, 2,683 ; Heby Samuel, a little to 
the north, 2,935 ; Mounts Gerizim and Ebal, in the centre 
of the land at Shechem, rise to the height of 2,849 and 3,076 
feet respectively ; and Shechem itself lies in a valley 1,800 

* Arnold's Sermons^ vol. v. pp. 85-^7 , 

> Bis esh Shnkf Is 2,579 feet abore Um tevel of the Dead Sea ; Hasada, 1,701 feet 

* Conder's Map. 
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feet high, while the tops of Mount Carmel and Mount Tabor 
have almost the same elevation. Mount Jurmuk, a few 
miles north-west of the Sea of Galilee, was 4,000 feet high ; 
and the tpwn of Safed, close by, looked over the country 
from a height of 2,800 feet. Kor were these the only 
heights worthy to be called mountains. Across the Jordan, 
^^the hill of Bashan * cast its shadow from an elevation of 
5,900 feet, and, on the northern limit of the land, the vast 
peaks of Lebanon, the white,^^ shine down from the upper 
skies over great part of the land. The long-drawn roof of 
Hermon, especially, over 9,000 feet high, flashes from its 
snowy rocks like a cloud of light to almost every point of 
the central northern landscapes, for I have looked up to it 
from the plain along the coast, from the hills of Samaria, 
xnd from the wide level of the Hauran, its dazzling, un- 
stained splendour filling the mind with awe and rapture 
from all, alike. 

The whole country, however, from Dan to Beersheba,^’ 
is a very small one, for it measures only one hundred and 
thirty-nine miles, north and south, from the one to the 
other, and the paltry breadth of twenty miles from the coast 
to the Jordan, in the north of the land, increases slowly to 
only forty between the Dead Sea and the Mediterranean, at 
Gaza, in the south. Palestine is, in fact, only about the 
size of the small principality of Wales. It must have seemed 
spacious,* however, compared to the narrow ribbon of green 
along the banks of the Nile, which constitutes Egypt, 
though the Hebrews, having lived in the Delta, where the 
cultivable land offers wider landscapes, would contrast their 
new home rather with the Egypt best known to them than 
with that south of their district. 

> Jebel Djnelib, in the Ledja, The heights axe taken from the Great Hap of the 
Palestiiie Survey, and from Stopert'a JCi|p. • Bsod. itt. 8. 
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Except on the coast, the one plain in the whole of Pales- 
tine, large enough to be readily noticeable on a map, is that 
of Esdraelon, which measures fourteen miles across from 
Jenin to the hills below Nazareth, and about nine from the 
ancient Jezreel, on the western slope of Oilboa, to Ledja, 
the ancient Legio, which lies nearly west of it. The length 
of this fine open tract, from Jenin to the sea, on the north- 
west, is about twenty-five miles, but the hills on its two 
sides come together five miles before the Mediterranean is 
reached, though they soon open once more. Along the edge 
of the Mediterranean, however, a level strip runs from north 
to south the whole length of the country ; narrow on the 
north, in Phoenicia ; broadening to an average of five miles 
before it reaches the promontory of Carmel, and forming a 
distinct district south of that point, under the names of the 
plains of Sharon and of Philistia. It has been formed by 
the slow elevation of the land from the sea and by the waste 
from the inland hills : its surface in some parts consisting 
more or less of sand ; at others of good soil. The sea line is 
fringed with sand dunes which steadily advance over the 
arable ground, and must have long ago buried a wide strip 
of what in ancient times was fertile soil. At Askalon I saw 
many fig and olive trees nearly overwhelmed by the drifting 
sand, and all along the coast one meets trees which are only 
kept alive by their owners carefully digging away the sand 
from around them, till they are in more or less deep hol- 
lows.' At Gaza, indeed, the sand has encroached several 
miles, and the ancient port of Jamnia, near Ashdod, is in a 
sandy waste, while Ashdod itself has a struggle with the 
ever advancing enemy. The surface of both Sharon and 
Philistia is undulating, with hillocks of indurated sand here 
and there. Several permanent streams cross Sharon apd 
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find their way to the sea, though more or less checked at 
different parts of their short course by wide marshes from 
their overfiow and the neglect of ages. In Philistia there is 
no permanent stream; though, as in Sharon, there are many 
rough torrent beds, filled after winter or spring storms by a 
rushing flood, which is soon past. In the days of Joshua 
this wide and long stretch of fertile soil was the glory of 
Palestine, and, indeed, even now, it is the richest part of it, 
though much more of its surface is left untouched than the 
trifle utilized at different spots. The breadth of this great 
plain is about eight miles near Carmel, on the north, and at 
Gaza, in the south, about twenty, while its entire length is 
about eighty. 

Rising from this wide and beautiful expanse, on its inland 
side, a long succession of low hills, known in the Old Testa- 
ment as the Shephelah, swell up to meet the central moun- 
tains, which stretch along like a purple wall, as one looks at 
them from the coast. The foot-hills of the Shephelah rise 
to about five hundred feet, and are dotted with villages, 
round which are patches of ploughed land, and wide ex- 
panses of pasture, forming a delightful approach to the 
rough pasfe3s by which alone access is obtained to the moun- 
tain regions. 

These heights, forming highlands," in the truest sense, 
and contrasted with the lowlands" of the great Maritime 
Plain, are the Canaan of the Bible, for the Hebrews did not 
gain till a very late period a permanent footing outside 
their lofty bounds. Approached from the south, they 
greatly disappoint ordinary conceptions of Palestine by their 
gray barrenness ; for, from Hebron north, to the lower edge 
of Samaria, they shew only a wild confusion of bare lime- 
stone hunips, the painful sterility of which is relieved only 
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here and there, as at Bethlehem, by the fruitfulness of a 
strip of valley running beneath. Nothing could be more 
desolate than the landscape near Jerusalem, and the pass 
from the Shephelah to Hebron climbs through hills which 
culture might redeem from barrenness, but which now rise 
gray and dismal, mile after mile. In early times, however, 
even these white limestone bosses, when duly terraced and 
cared for, would be very different from their present state ; 
for the flakes and splinters of stone separated by the weather 
from their parent mass, need only to be kept together by a 
wall along the slope to become rich soil in a very short time. 
Indeed, at Nazareth, I saw vines and fruit trees planted in 
beds of mere broken stone, and was assured that they would 
grow luxuriantly : the stone becoming pulverized in a few 
seasons. 

In this way, there is no doubt, surfaces now utterly bar- 
ren were turned into fruitfulness in Hebrew times ; in fact, 
the traces of terraces on many hillsides show that this mode 
of creating fertility was universal in early ages. Even now, 
in fact, we see it at Bethlehem, Gibeon, and many other 
places. The hills west of the Jordan seem never in his- 
torical times to have been covered with such forests as still 
give special beauty to Gilead, though they were in some 
places, as, for instance. Bethel, rough with scrubby growths 
— ^the yaars of the Bible — at least as late as the Kings. There 
are now, however, no trees of very large size west of the 
Jordan. Here and there we meet a good-sized sycamore or 
ilex, but, as a rule, only olive and other fruit trees break the 
bareness of the landscape. Nor could the country ever in 
Scripture times have been watered as that beyond Jordan 
is. No bright rushing streams fall into that river from the 
west, and we And that the Hebrews had it held out to them 
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afi one attraction of their intended home, that they would 
find in it wells which they had not dug — ^that is, water 
cisterns, hewn out in the rock.* The ground is everywhere, 
indeed, as it were honeycombed with ancient cisterns, and 
the Oanaanites, as this assurance proves, and as Ezra at a 
later date repeats,* were famous for their possessions of 
many such reservoirs. They must, moreover, have been 
often of great size, for there was room in the cistern dug by 
Asa at Mizpeh, for seventy corpses.* Palestine must thus 
have been always a waterless country, compared with the 
districts beyond Jordan, though, one would think, there 
must once have been as rich forests on the hills to the west 
of the river as are now found to the east. Yet we must 
remember that Gilead is only the northern part of the 
region east of Palestine, and that far the greater part of it, 
lying more to the south, is smooth pasture land, free from 
rocks and stones, but also from trees, like our downs, and 
possibly Western Palestine may have been to a large extent 
of this character. Now, at any rate, its wadys or ravines 
are mere torrent beds, dry for most of the year, and then 
used as the roads of the country, but at times filled for a 
few hours or days with tremendous rain-floods, sweeping 
down from the hills. 

The ascent from Jericho to the central uplands must 
always have been through the gloomy defile of the Wady 
Kelt, which rises between towering precipices of utterly 
bare rock, with steep and difficult footing, over countless 
loose stones of all sizes, to the plateau above. In such a 
gorge, with many side clefts in the mountain walls, from 
which an enemy might at any moment break out to dispute 
the passage, it was necessaiy to use every precaution against 
IDMI.VL11. •Jer.zU.a 
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Burprise. At its upper end stood a town called Ai, ^^the 
ruins/^ commanding the road to Jehus, or Jerusalem, and 
the approaches to Central Palestine. Close to it, on another 
hill, rose Bethel, and both must be taken, to make farther 
advance possible. Spies, accordingly, were once more sent 
out to ^^view the country," but in this case their under- 
estimate of the strength of the enemy led to disaster. Two 
or three thousand men, they reported, were enough to take 
Ai,' and it would be useless for more to be sent. About 
three thousand men therefore ascended the pass to attack 
it, but only to meet with a repulse, and the loss of thirty- 
six of their number. Such a check at the very opening of 
the war was more serious than it would have been later. 
The terror among the enemy, which was the strength of 
Israel, would at once cease with a gleam of success, and in 
that case the odds against Joshua would indeed be immense. 
Hitherto confident of victory, as the army of God, it seemed 
as if He had forsaken Israel, and their hearts melted and 
became as water ; " even Joshua, and the elders of the peo- 
ple, rending their clothes and putting dust on their heads in 
sign of profound mourning, and casting themselves on their 
faces before the Ark the whole day. A panic was on the 
point of setting in, if the people could not be roused and 
re-inspirited. But the cause of the disaster was presently 
disclosed. The whole of the spoil of Jericho had been 
solemnly devoted to destruction, as if the possession of any 
part of it would bring pollution, and the prohibition had 
been obeyed with remarkable exactness. There had, how- 
ever, been one exception. A man of the tribe of Judah, 
unfortunately for all, had taken some gold and silver and 
a mantle of fine Mesopotamian manufacture,^ contrary to 

1 Lltenaiy, a mantle of BMnar.'. The loonu of the Sapbrates were famous hi 
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orders. It was a military as well as religious offence, for 
Joshua had no doubt felt that to let his soldiers enrich 
themselves with the plunder of a wealthy city would weaken 
discipline, and dull the lofty enthusiasm which was their 
strength. The offender and his household, with all belong- 
ing to it, including even his cattle, were, therefore, at once 
separated from the camp ; Achan being put to death, and 
his oxen, asses, and sheep destroyed, at the express command 
of God.' His body was then burnt, with the carcasses of the 
beasts, and all his property, and a huge cairn raised over 
them as a memorial. Some have thought that his wife and 
family were put to death with him, on the ground that his 
having buried the spoil in his tent implied their complicity 
in his crime, but the words do not seem to require this — the 
plural used referring, it may be, to his cattle of various 
kinds.® If, however, the family perished, we may be assured 
of their guilt, for otherwise they would doubtless, like the 
children of Korah, have been spared.® 

The Valley of Achor, the scene of the tragedy, was, ac- 
cording to some, the name given to the part of the Wady 
Kelt at its opening, from the mountains of Judaea, on the 
slope of the Jordan plateau. It means Valley of Sorrow," 
and there is a wady a little south of that of the Kelt, known 
as Wady Bueimat, the door of death,^^ though the name 
etymologically means ^Hittle owls," and it is fancied that 

antiquity. “ Assyrian garments," in later times, became a proverb. In the Nineveh 
Bcnlptares the dress of the king consists of a long flowing garment descending to the 
ankles, elaborately embroidered, and edged with fringe and tassels. It was conflned 
at the waist by a |^le, to which were attached cords with large tassels, falling down 
almost to the feet. Over this robe a second, nearly of the same length, bat open in 
front, appears to have been thrown It was also embroidered and edged with tassels. 
Layard's Nineveh, vol. ii. p. 319 See vol. i. p. 248. The discipline of the Hebrews 
must have been well*nigh perfect, when Achan alone yielded to the temptation to 
plunder. ^ Josh. vii. 16. 

s Kohler's LehHmch, p. 876. p. 100. > Norn. xxvL 11. 
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the association of the owl with death and sorrow, as a bird 
of ill-omen and the harbinger of calamity, may account both 
for the etymological and the derived name given to the spot, 
as that on which Achan met his fate. It is usual, even at 
this time, among the Arabs of Palestine, to raise cairns over 
the bodies of women and thieves, or to throw them, as was 
done with Absalom, into a pit. Many of the cairns, exam- 
ined during the survey, illustrated this custom, proving to 
have beneath them the decaying bodies of women, or of men 
slain in a fight, or shot while stealing. There is a huge 
cairn still to be seen in the Wady Bueimat, and as we find 
no mention of its ever having been removed, while we know 
that the' spot was not cultivated, it seems natural that it 
should be still in existence, especially as this is the only cairn 
in that region, raised in a valley, a second one still met with 
being on the top of a hill. 

The march to Ai up the narrow and often savage defile of 
the Kelt must have been an arduous effort, as it is a constant 
ascent over the worst of footing. The doomed town lay on 
the rounded top of a hill three thousand feet above the 
camp at Gilgal, and ten miles off in a straight line, though 
the only approach to it by the Wady Kelt, and then by the 
Wady Suweinit, past Michmash, was first east and then 
north, adding greatly to the distance. I was twice at Ai, 
and rode on a path, the old Koman road, along the side of 
the hill on the crest of which its remains are still to be seen ; 
the wady by which Joshua’s militia came up from the Jor- 
dan plateau bending down in a pleasant hollow, below, for 
near Ai the ground is better than usual. Coming from 
Bethel, you ride over terribly stony hills for a time ; then 
along the Boman road, looking down into a wady with steep, 
rocky sides : the rock often coming to the surface in bare, 
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flat sheets which give little hold for the smooth feet of the 
horses. After a while the prospect improves. A village on 
the hill, to the left, looks as if the inhabitants were comfort- 
ably well to do, as indeed might be concluded from my find- 
ing, a mile from it, some peasants ploughing with oxen, 
while fig and olive trees dotted the slopes, and the valley 
opened into a comparatively fertile stretch. A well at the 
roadside, with a great stone on its mouth, and ruins seen at 
various points, carried the thoughts, meanwhile, to the long 
past. At last, two miles from Bethel, the hill on the left 
was seen to be surmounted by a great mound which marked 
the site of Ai, and w^as possibly the very heap raised over it, 
after its destruction, by Joshua. The capture was “effected 
by him through a clever stratagem, which proves him to 
have been a skilful leader. 

The whole district is full of deep hollows, and in some of 
these a force of 30,000 men was concealed behind the city, 
while another body of 5,000 showed itself in the ravine on 
the other side, and drew out the garrison after them by a 
pretended flight ; the gates being left open and undefended. 
On this, at a signal given by Joshua, lifting up towards Ai 
the light spear which he always bore in his hand or kept 
slung at his back, the men in ambush preyed into the town, 
and, having set it on fire, came out at the front gates to 
intercept the garrison as they rushed back. But they were 
already lost ; for the feigned retreat now turned into a fierce 
attack in front and rear. In a few hours nothing remained 
of Ai but the blackened stones. Before night its king had 
been put to death and exposed on one of the trees near the 
town* till nightfall, when the law required that the body 

> Dent. xxi. 22, 23, requires that a body shall not hang on a tn^e after auuset The 
body was thus impaled only after death. 
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should be taken down. As a final disgrace, it was then con- 
temptuously buried under a great cairn of stones thrown by 
the host of the Hebrews at the entering in of the gate of the 
city. This practice is still observed, large cairns being 
erected over those slain in battle in Moab as they were in 
England in pre-historic times. It seems possible, indeed, 
that the great stone heaj) of El Tell, on the site of Ai, may be 
the very cairn heaped up over the unfortunate king at his 
town gates. With their chief, all the inhabitants, men and 
women to the number of 12,000, were put to the sword, but 
the Israelites were permitted, in this case, to retain the spoil 
and the cattle. Bethel, two miles north-west,* also fell now 
into Joshua^s hands, though it was apparently afterwards 
retaken by the Canaanites. 

A sure footing in the land had now been obtained, and 
such a dread of the invaders excited amongst the inhabitants 
as of itself made them resistless. Indeed, the population of 
Central Palestine seems to have fied before them, for no in^ 
timation of a struggle with them is found either in Joshua 
or Judges. Perhaps the subdivision into small communities, 
incapable of prompt united action, may have aided the gen- 
eral demoralization, and it is noticeable besides; that very 
few fortified towns are mentioned in this region.* But the 
terrible fate of Jericho and Ai sufiiciently accounts for a uni- 
versal panic, and abandonment of aU, before the advancing 
Hebrews. There seems, indeed, to be an allusion to such a 
general flight, in a verse of Isaiah.’ In that day," says he, 

his strong cities shall be as the forsaken tract of the wood- 
land and of the summits, which men forsook because of ihe 

> Bethel lay 8,890 feet aboTe the eea. Oreai Pal. Map. 

* Joah. li. 0, 94 ; r. 1 ; iz. 0, 94. In the list of conquered cities in chap, zii., there 
are none in Cj^Qtral Palestine except Ai and Bethel. See to], i, p. 806. 

* Isa. ZTli. 9. 
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children of Israel ; ” * words which the Septuagint renders, 
more explicitly, the cities will be forsaken, as the Amor- 
ites and the Hittites forsook theirs before the sons of Israel.^ 
Some of the fugitives seem even to have emigrated to 
Africa, if we can trust the statement of Procopius * that two 
marble pillars were to be seen in the N^umidian town Tigisis, 
with a Phoenician inscription, in these terms : We are those 
who fled from the face of Jesus (Joshua) the robber, the son 
of Nun.” Suidas® states this also; giving the words as, 
'^We are Canaanites, whom Jesus the robber drove out,” 
and the Talmud states that the Girgasites driven out by 
Joshua wandered to Africa.* The fierce measures at Jericho 
and Ai, like Cromweirs storming of Drogheda, had, never- 
theless, proved more merciful in the end than a gentler 
course could have been. Joshua could have said, as Crom- 
well did after Drogheda : I am persuaded that this is a 
righteous judgment of God, and that it will tend to prevent 
the effusion of blood for the future,”* for this sternness 
ended the Irish war. Had the Israelites followed up with 
vigour their first successes, nothing could have hindered their 
crushing all opposition, and rendering themselves absolute 
masters of the whole of Palestine for all time to come. But 
they left their work half done, and paid a heavy penalty in 
consequence. 

Such amazing success opened the way soon after for an 
incident without parallel in the history of any other nation. 
God had commanded, through Moses,® that the tribes should, 

1 So Genentag and Bwald. Thug, many Israelite dtiee were abandoned after the 
defeat of Gilboa. 1 Sam. zxzi. 7. 

^ Be Bdlo VaTidalico, !1. 10. * s. 9. Xavaav. 

* Jervs. Tr. SchebilU 80 c. Ewald rejects the story of Procopine, bnt Graeti 
accepts it. 

* Carlyle’s CrorntMU^ 11. 158. 

* Dent. xii. ^ 
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as soon as practicable^ assemble at Sbechem, in the centre of 
the land^ to renew their allegiance to Him^ and to hear once 
more the proclamation of the conditions on which He gave 
them the country. Accordingly, all the nation, including 
the women and the children, and even the multitude of 
other races which had come up with them from Egypt, were 
led on a stupendous pilgrimage, from the banks of the 
Jordan at Gilgal, to the valley between Mounts Ebal and 
Gerizim, in the midland hills. It was a spot sacred in the 
history of Israel, for there Abraham and Jacob had in turn 
pitched their tents, and there the latter had bought the field 
in which they were now to bury the mummy of Joseph, as 
he had commanded their forefathers, hundreds of years 
before. The well that Jacob had dug was also before their 
eyes, and the oak beneath which he had buried the idol- 
atrous images and ear-rings of his encampment. The valley 
itself, perhaps the most beautiful spot in Palestine, was 
worthy of the great national act they had assembled to per- 
form. Bunning east and west, with a width of from a 
quarter to half a mile, it is hemmed in between the twm 
mountains Ebal and Gerizim, the summits of which are two 
miles apart, in a line. Bright rivulets, fed, as the natives 
say, by no fewer than eighty springs, run down the slopes 
and sparkle over the sunny glen ; gardens surround the 
walls of Nablous, the modem representative of Shechem, 
which nestles close ui^er the shadow of^ Gerizim ; and leafy 
figs, walnuts, mulberries, oranges, lemons, pomegranate, 
vines, and plums, enclose it in verdan^ b^uty. Gerizim 
towers 1,000 feet above the valley, on its south side, in huge 
steps of light-coloured limestone, full of caves, surmounted 
by dj^k bhie masses of the s^e stone rising in ledges and 
shelves to the summit. Ebal, on the north side, rises two 
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hundred feet above Gerizim, in a gentler slope of st^l-blue 
rock, with precipitous cliffs atop ; its north side, like that 
of the other hill, rich in springs, from the dip of the strata, 
but its south, even when richly covered with com in sum- 
mer, dependent on rain and irrigation for its fertility. In 
spring thousands of flowers of every colour amongst the 
grass, in the valley itself and on the slopes, in the meadows 
and over the open ground, make the spot still more delight- 
ful. Indeed, wherever water reaches, either naturally or 
otherwise, it is paradise, nearly all the year round, but 
where water fails, the barrenness is well-nigh complete. Yet 
it is a wondrous valley in the thirsty East. 

The ascent of Gerizim is made on horseback, from its 
western side, but I found part of it very steep indeed. 
Gardens, belonging to the citizens of Nablous, ran up the 
hill for some distance ; a strong rush of bright water, in 
which women were washing their household linen, men per- 
forming their ablutions, and children paddling, flows west- 
ward behind the houses ; grain was waving on terraces, often 
built at parts so steep that it seemed a wonder their walls 
could be raised at all ; vines, figs, and olives were waving 
wherever there was room, far up the mountain sides. The 
track of ascent was, however, very stony and quite wild. 
On the top there is a long, undulating stretch before you get 
to the eastern end, much of the space being sown with grain, 
or ploughed, though there were reaches of bare rock. The 
eagt end is crowned with the ruins of^ a castle and church, 
the date of which is uncertain, but must have been early. 
The walls of the castle are qlfle feet thick, and enclose a 
great piece of ground, two hundred and thirty feet by one 
hundred and eighty. There is also a great reservoir, one 

hundred and twenty feet bj sixiy. The view from the 
TOL.lI.-4S 
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castle was one of the finest I saw in Palestine. To the 
north rose the bare side of Ebal, terraced where possible, 
with gardens of prickly pear on the lower ledges, and corn 
on the higher, though, as a whole, the mountain rose gray 
a^ desolate. The water for the vegetation is obtained 
from cisterns, there being, as I have said, no springs on the 
south side. Between the two mountains was the smiling 
valley, Josephus tomb, marked by its mosque, Jacobis well, 
and just outside Ebal, facing east, the village of Sychar, 
from which the woman' of Samaria came ; on the east, 
north, and south, the grand expanse of the plain of Mnk- 
nah, with island-like knolls, crowned with villages and 
clumps of olives and figs ; green patches, brown })lough- 
land, and gray pasture filling up the broad open. Then, 
looking east, a sea of low, round hills, well cultivated and 
rough with olives and figs. On the west lay Joppa, thirty- 
six miles off, at the sea, and to the east the chasm of the 
Jordan at a distance of eighteen miles. 

I did not go up Mount Ebal, but the view from it is even 
finer than from Mount Gerizim. On the north one sees 
Safed, the city set on a hill, and snowy Hermon, flashing in 
the upper sky, with Thirza, once the capital of the northern 
kingdom, on a very steep hill ; on the west, Joppa and the 
sea ; on the south, the hills over Bethel ; and on the east, 
the eye ranges over the great table-land beyond the Jordan.- 
On the ^ there is a ruin over nine^ feet sguarej with w^lls 
twenty feet thick of unhewn stones, without mortar, and 
the remains of chambers ten feet s quar e inside. What could 
this place have been ? 

There is no trace, I may say, on Mount Gerizim, of the 
old Samaritan Temple, but the hill is still sacred to thiff 
remnant of Sa^iaritans surviving in Nablous. 
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Having selected huge stones, and made them smooth with 
a coating of plaster," Joshua caused an abstract of 
Lq, 3 jr to be inscribed on them, and then set them ug on^ 
Mount Elml.* An altar of unhewn stones was next raised, 
close by th^, that their erection might be cpAsecrated by 
burnt sacrifices and peace offerings. The tribes which had 
sprung up from the lawful wives of Jacob then took up 
their place on Mount Ebal, while those descended from the 
handmaids of Leah and Eachel, with Eeuben and Zebuluii, 
stood on Mount Gerizim, the priests, with the Ark, occupy- 
ing the valley between the hiljs, surrounded by the 
elders, officers, and judges of the nation. The whole I^aw, 
as given by Moses, was now read aloud to the vast mul- 
titude — those on Mount Ebal responding with a loud Amen 
to the rehearsal of the curses for disobedience, and those on 
Mount Gerizim, similarly, to the recital of the blessings for 
obedience. Such a scene transacted ® about twelve hundred 
years before the first Punic War,® and one thousand years 
before Socrates,* is unique in the history of the world ; for 
when did any other nation thus pledge itself to a high 
religious life as~fche recognized condition of its prosperity ? 
Even the curses pronounced are peculiar to Israel ; for they 
are directed not only against such'^cnmes a^ murder, but 
also against idolatry ; disobedience to parents ; inhumanity 
to the blind7T5"~strangers,~^dow8, or orphans; or the 
removal of The landmark of a neighbour. Modem legislation 
is slowly striving towards a standard so generous, pure, and 
lofty. 

1 Kiepert's Map ^ves the heights above the Mediterranean as Ebal, 2,990 feet ; 
Uie valley, 1,853 feet ; Gerizim, 2,828 feet. The Palestine survey gives 2,848.8 feet fat 
Gerizim, and 3,076.5 for Ebal Dent, xxvii. 4. 

* The table in Schenkel's Bibel Lexicon gives b.c 1420 as the date of the Cod 
quest of Palestine. Bwald assignB n o. 1460 as the date. 

« n.o. 264-241. * h. B.c. 469—8, (i. B.o. 809. 
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That the laws should have been inscribed on plaster maj 
seem ill fitted to secure their permanent preservation, but 
the dryness of the climate makes even such material as last- 
ing as the hardest stone elsewhere. The inscriptions on the 
rocks at Sinai, though only surface scratches, are as distinct 
as ever, after perhaps two thousand years ; and in Egypt in- 
scriptions and paintings, on plaster, are still, after the lapse 
of even longer periods, as perfect as when first made. 

A difficulty has been raised as to the possibility of the 
voice being heard over the space required by so great a mul- 
titude, but the clear dry air of the East carries sounds to 
great distances. I had not myself an opportunity of testing 
the range of the voice from Ebal or Gerizim, but many trav- 
ellers have found that the Bible narrative is strictly in 
accordance with their own experience. 

On a perfectly clear and windless day in spring," says a 
very recent traveller, I stationed two persons on Mount 
Ebal, myself and an attendant on Mount Gerizim, and sev- 
eral persons in the valley beti^en the mountains. Eeading 
aloud from a height of seven hundred feet above our little 
audience, not only did they hear our words distinctly and 
we their Amens, but each speaker heard the words of the 
other speaker across a distance of fully half a mile."* In the 
same way, at Masada, Tristram tells us, he and a friend 
could not only carry on a conversation with a third person 
at more than six hundred yards distance, but several of the 
remarks made by Dr. Tristram and his friend to each other 
were distinctly heard.* 

Having thus formally cons^rated themselves once more 
to Jehovah, and having taken possession of Palestine in His 


1 Bev. Dr. Winslow, in Meplomtkm IteporU^ Jan., 18B1, p. 7S. 

^ Xontf qfMoob^ p. 88. See also PoL Fund ISTIH p, 88. 
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flame^ subject to the condition of obedience to His Law, 
which He imposed — the vast multitude returned to Gilgal, 
which was still the headquarters of the tribes. But the 
lengthened interval of quiet which had followed the first 
victories was presently to be rudely disturbed. The con- 
quest of the central district had alarmed the numerous petty 
kings of the Negeb and of the western lowlands, and led 
them for a time to league together, to drive back the invad- 
ers beyond the Jordan. 

Meanwhile some of the Canaanite towns in the district 
north of Jerusalem, terrified by the success and the stern 
measures of the Hebrews, hastened to submit to Joshua. 
Foremost among these was Gibeon, the ‘^high town,^^ a 
royal ciiy, greater than Ai,^^ and famous for the valour of 
citizens.* Its modern representative, a large village, 
stands on an isolated, fiat-topped, low height, about ^ 
miles north-west of Jerusalem, on an open plain, not far 
from the tgp of the pass of Beth-horon, by which the cen- 
tral country is approached, in that part, from the lowlands 
on the coast. It was thus a place of bigh importance for the 
defence alike of the hill country from attacks by an enemy 
from the sea plain, and of that fertile region from invasion 
by an assailant from the hills. The height on which it 
is perched is of a striking form, the yeltowish-white lime- 
stone of which it consists rising in horizontal layers, with 
exposed edges, in successive steps, e^h of which forms a 
terrace richly planted with olives, figs, and other fruit trees. 
The space on the top could never have given room for a 
large town, according to our ideas, and this may help to 
measure the importance of the Canaanite towns of which ^ 
was ^ as the l argest among them. There are still, 
> Mux. a 
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howeyer, massive ruins on the hill which speak of its an- 
cient strength and importance, though they date, for the 
most part, if not entirely, from the time of the Crusades. 
Under the hill, on the east, north, and west sides is a rich 
and well-tilled valley ; the property of the villagers. On the 
east rise, at no great distance, the rounded swells on which 
stood Kama and Gibea of Saul. North-west a fine plain 
stretches out. On the south-west an olive plantation sepa- 
rates the hill from its lower wave, beyond. The straight 
furrows in the black fields, alternating with green, are very 
pleasant to see, and the terraces, which are chiefly on the 
east side, add to the attractiveness. Several springs flow 
out from them, the sources from which the pool of Gib- 
eon was supplied. It is now dry, however, but it must 
have deserved its name of ^^the great water of Gibeon,^^ in 
old times, for it measures one hundred and twenty feet in 
length and one hundred in breadth. 

With this ^^city^^ were allied three others — Chephirah, 
the hamlet,” about eight miles north-west from Jerusalem 
— now called Kefirah ; Beeroth, the wells,” or springs,” 
now Birch, on the njjgin track from Jerusalem to Shechem 
and the north, still a fairly large village, looking down from 
a hill in a stony and barren neighbourhood, about nine 
miles north of the Holy City, and boasting about seyen^hun- 
dr^ Mohammedan inhabitants ; and Kiriath-jearim, which 
Dr. Robinson proposed to identify with a village seven and 
one-half miles from Jerusalem, on the Jaffa road, but which 
Conder thinks he has rediscovered in a ruin called Erma,” 
about twelve miles from the Holy City, near Bethshemesh, 
Of tMs league Gi^pn w^ the jpul, and it deserved to be so 
from its diplomatic cleverness. Dressing up some of its 
people in old clothes, and clouted shoes, as if they had 
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come from a great distance and had worn out everything in 
slow course ; hard, mouldy bread was carried in old sacks/' 
probably the hair-cloth bags in which Orientals pack up, for 
convenient transport on the backs of animals, all they need 
for a journey, including their tent-cover, pots, provisions, 
etc.; their ^^wine bottles were wine-skins, such as are 
still used, consisting of the entire skin of a goat or other 
creature, and these, as if they had been long used, were 
patched or tied up with cords — altogether, it seemed as if 
they had come from some very distant part, and they car- 
ried out the deception so well in representing themselves to 
have done so, that Joshua made peace with them and prom- 
ised them their lives. Three days later, however, the trick 
tliey had played came to light, and raised a fierce murmur- 
ing against their chiefs among the Hebrews. But the oath 
sworn could not be retracted. They must be spared in spite 
of the thirst for their blood on the part of the host, but 
they would have no more, at least, than their bare lives, for 
they were solemnly cursed by Joshua, and sentenced to be 
henceforth, in all their generations, slaves of the meanest 
kind, wood-cutters and water-carriers, to the conquering 
race. 

That the Gibeonite confederacy should have voluntarily 
submitted to Joshua, without fighting, was very alarming to 
all the local chiefs, far and near, for the possession of their 
small territories gave the Hebrew leader the command o:^the 
pass of Beth-horon, and threatened to make it easy for him 
to cut off, in detail, all w^ho might venture to oppose him, 
even on the wide and rich sea-coast plain. Taking advan- 
tage, therefore, of Joshua^s absence at Gilgal, the chiefs, or 

kings,” of Jerusalem; of Hebron, twenty miles south of 
it; of Jarmuth, or Yarmuth, some miles soi^h-west of it; 
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of Lachish, seventeen miles east of Gaza, on the mound now 
called El Hasy, a strongly fortified town ; and of Eglon, a 
town sixteen miles north-east of Gaza — five in all, each with 
its petty district, banded together, and pressing up into the 
hill country, doubtless by the pass of Beth-horon, invested 
Gibeoa, the elders of which instantly sent word to Joshua, 
at Gilgal, demanding help. Acting with quick decision, he 
set off at once on receiving the summons, climbing all Qight 
up the Wady Kelt, with its gray, mountain-high cliffs, 
frowning narrow gorges, and wildly rough footing, by a 
forced march, at the head of a large force of chosen men, 
and before dawn reached the open, rolling ground from which 
Gibeon ri^, on^% hill, more than three thousand feet above 
Gilgal. On this wide space the host of the kings had en- 
camped. The sudden appearance of the Hebrews, at sunrise, 
where all had been security when they lay down at last night- 
fall, threw the Amorite " bands into the wild panic of a 
surprise. The remembrance of Jericho and Ai, with the mas- 
sacres that followed ; the impression made by such ominous 
vigour as had brought peril on them so swiftly where they had 
no dream of danger ; the sight of a foe before whom none 
had hitherto been able to stand ; their loud and terrible war- 
cries, and rushing onset, at once filled all hearts in the camp 
of the allies with dismay. Headlong flight, to save their 
lives, was the only thought. Away, in dire confusion, the 
whole force rushed towards the pass by which they had 
mounted from the sea-plain. It was the pass of Beth-horon, 
the hollow way," or pass," rough as well as steep even 
now, but then, and in all after days of Jewish history, the 
king's way ” from the hills to the lowlands. Here, in long 
after days, Judas Maccabseus overcame the Syrian general^ 
Hicanor, and by this rude track St. Paul was led as a pris« 



THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN. 


473 


oner, on his night march to CaBsarea. Here, ako, in earlier 
times, the Philistines often found their way when invading 
Israel in the days of Saul.* The pass begins about twelve 
miles south-west of Bethel, and sinks to the north-west for 
nearly two miles, till it opens beyond the hills, on the wide 
and gentle slopes of Ajalon, whence the way to the lowlands, 
still nine hundred feet below, is easy. Looking down, from 
the top of the pass, where a village, the Upper Beth-horon, 
still survives, the track winds down the hill by an open path, 
and enters on its direct course to the sea-plain only after 
leaving behind it a broad valley dotted on its slopes with 
olives; dry stone walls, and shapeless hedges of prickly 
pear, enclosing patches of grain, or clumps of fruit trees, 
and varied by gentle slopes and narrow levels, growing only 
thorny wild shrubs, and thick with loose stones, till the last 
bend of the hills shuts off its approach to Ajalon. Seen 
close at hand, however, as one goes down, the descent from 
the upper village to the lower, two miles below, is very 
rough, after fairly entering on the pass. The track runs, at 
times, over wide sheets of smooth rock, and, at others, over 
the upturned edges of the limestone strata, or over stretches 
of s quare s tone s laid in past ages as a causeway, or down 
steps rudely cut in the rocks. It takes an hour to climb 
from the lower village to the higher, ar^d one feels that 
either in ascending or descending, a hostile force would fare 
ill at the hands of a determined enemy, whether defending 
the pass, or pursuing a retreating host. Even as you come 
near the lower village, it is hard to get over the beds of 
stones which lie deep on the track, and it is only beyond it 
that the footing becomes easy, and the country opens. 

Rushing in headlong confusion, a torrent of panic-stricken 

^ 1 Sam. zlil. 1& 1 Macc. vil. 89. Acte xxiii. 81. 
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fugitives, down this long, difficult descent, equal to that of 
a height of three thousand feet, the terror of the crowd was 
increased by one of the sudden and terrible storms not 
unfrequent in Palestine ; great hailstoims striking down 
fiercely on them as they fled. What such an outburst of 
hail implies may be judged from an instance told by Com- 
modore Porter of a hail-storm which broke over him and 
his party while he was crossing the Bosphorus in a boat. 
One of the boatmen had his hand literally smashed, a second 
was much injured in the shoulder, and the others were all 
more or less hurt. One hailstone broke the blade of an oar. 
Two men were killed on shore, and many had limbs broken. 
Some of the pieces of ice picked up were over a pound in 
weight, and many three-quarters of a pound. A letter I 
received lately from an English gentleman in Iowa is equally 
striking. The crops, says he, promised extremely w^ell. 
Then came a hail-storm, at the end of August, which en- 
tirely wiped out of existence all the standing crops, killed 
sheep, geese, and poultry by the hundreds, and left the 
miserable farmers with nothing to live upon through the 
winter. Hail-storms of extreme severity are sometimes 
caused in S3rria and Palestine, at unwonted times, as with 
us, by a sudden blast of cold freezing what would otherwise 
have been rain, and such a storm broke on the bewildered 
^^Amorites^^ now. Then occurred that incident which had 
already been the theme of the poets of Israel before the 
Book of Joshua was written, and had been recorded in the 
Book of Jasher,^^ or the Upright," * apparently a coUec- 

1 The Book of Jasher Is also alluded to in 2 Sam. f. 38 : ** Also he— BaTid— bade 
them teach the children of Israel the (song of the) bow : behold, it is written in the 
Book or Jasher The quotation from this book apparently ends at the close of 
▼erse 16, for it is evident that Joshua did not return to Gilgal immediately after the 
battle, but only after tl^e campaign to the south country had closed (ver. 48). lu 
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tion of odes in praise of the heroes of Israel. The hills 
behind the Hebrew leader hid Gibeon, but the sun was still 
high above them, coming westward, and the pde moon, 
then in its third quarter, showed white and faint through 
the storm. Darkness, it was to be feared, would come sll 
too soon, and stop the pursuit, and the foe would get 
through the pass without its defeat being crushing and 
final. The moment, to a man of Joshua^s cast, must have 
been felt to be one of si^)reme importance, and, as a quota- 
tion from an ancient record of the brave deeds of the Tribes 
— the Book of Jasher — tells us, his emotion took utterance, 
as was fitting with such a man, in an appeal to God to aid 
him. ^^Sun,^^ cried he, as this old-world extract informs 
us ; stand thou still upon Gibeon, come no farther to the 
west ; and thou. Moon, in the valleyj)f AjaJcn/" where light 
to pursue would be sorely needed. “ And,” adds the quota- 
tion, ^^the sun stood still and the moon stayed, until the 

explanation of the passage, Mr. Groser, Secretary of the Sanday-schpol Onion, says, 
verbes 12 to 15, ** as extracts from recognized poetry, should assuredly be treated as 
such If the literal meaning were put on other passages of a similar kind, the result 
would be striking ; as, for example, Deborah says that * the stars in their courses 
fought against Sisera,’ or ‘ the hills melted like wax at the presence of the Lord.' ” 
The Key Samuel Cox thinks the true explanation is that Joshua besought Ood that 
the black clouds of the storm driving up the pass from the sea might not be allowed 
to blot out the sun and thus bring night prematurely, before his victory was com- 
plete When the sun shone out again from the tempest, and the moon stood clear 
in the sky, his prayer would be answered. 

'‘It is astonishing," says Herder, "that this fine passage has been so long mis- 
understood. Joshua attacked the Amorites in the early morning, and the battle 
continued till night ; that is, for a long day which seemed to protract itself ipto 
night, to cojuplete the victory. The sun and moon were witnesses of Joshua's gi^ 
deeds, and held their course in the midst of heaven till the triumph was perfect. 
Who does not recognize this as poetry, even if it had not been quoted from the Book 
of Poems on Heroes ? In the usual language of the Hebrews such expressions were 
aeither bold nor unusual " Heb. FoesiCj vol. i p. 287. 

Agamemnon, in the Ifiad, utters the same prayer as Joshua : 

‘‘ Jove greatest, Jove most glorious, sky dweller, cloud bedight. 

Let not the sun nor darkness fall and wrap the world in night. 

Till Priam's stately palace I cast in ruin low."— 7/iad, ii. 412. 
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people had avenged themselves on their enemies. Such 
an extract from a book of poetical exaltation of national 
heroes, is to he interpreted in keeping with its source, nor 
need we ascribe to Scripture the words it uses. Quoted as 
poetry, it is to be treated as such, so far as a literal explana- 
tion is concerned, for it would be quite without justification 
to suppose that the earth ceased from revolving on its axis, 
with all the universal destruction of such a checking of its 
awful speed in revolution. In the polar regions, the refrac- 
tion of the light, in cold clear air, often makes the sun 
visible for days together, though it has never risen above 
the horizon, while thus apparently shining in the heavens. 
Such a phenomenon, especially when the air was chilled by 
a storm, may possibly have led to the outburst of the Hebrew 
poet in his celebration of the great victory gained by Joshua. 
Meanwhile the wild uproar of pursuer and pursued swept 
down the rough pass, lower and lower, till the foot-hills were 
reached; the link between the central table-land and the 
sea-plain. At last, however, the emirs who had com- 
manded the allied invaders sought refuge, utterly exhausted 
and despairing, in a cave at Makkedah, on the edge of the 
lowlands, identified by Sir 0. Warren as El Mfighar, which 
is the only place in the neighbourhood where there are 
caves. Indeed, there is one in which, strange to say, there 
are five places for bodies : it having been at one time used 
as a rock tomb. The hollows are rudely scooped out in the 
limestone. Two other caves could let five men crowd into 
them, and yet have entrance so small that they could easily 
be blocked up by some of the great jtones " which lie 
everywhere round. The spot is fertile, coin-fields stretch- 
ing away east an^ west. It is about eight miles from Bam* 

> JoBh. z. 11. 18. 
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leh. But this hiding-place did not save them, for they were 
presently tracked to it ; and blocked up in it by a great 
stone rolled to its mouth, and, doubtless, duly guarded while 
the fierce chase of the fugitives continued. The great Mari- 
time Plain had now been reached, with its numerous forti- 
fied cities, and in these the few who had escaped at length 
found safety for the time. Then, and not till then, Joshua 
i-eturned, and having taken the fi^ kings from their rude 
}> risen, after making his chief men place their feet on t he ir 
iie^s, as a sign of triumph over enemies lately so dreaded, 
himself speared or ran them through, and ordered their dead 
bodies, as a mark of additional dishonour, to be hung up on 
trees till the evening, when they were taken down, as the Jew- 
ish law required, * and thrown ignominiously into the cave. 

Having, in his pursuit of the allied chiefs, reached the 
fertile sea-plain and the pleasant slopes of the foot-hills of 
the Shephelah, Joshua was too good a general to retire before 
having followed up his victory till the enemy was humbled 
beyond the power of soon attacking him again. Ajalon, 
which he crossed, still marks the prevailing nationality of 
the leaders routed by the Hebrews, in the name of its inhab- 
itants, who are known to the local Arabs as the Amarin, or 
as El Amar, the very name of the Amorites in the Egyptian 
inscriptions. They still till the ground as rudely as in early 
ages, and preserve their grain in cisterns hewn out under- 
ground, in the limestone of the region. Thence he swept 
on against any towns or villages he felt strong enough to 
attack. The strongest of these seems to have been Lachish, 
an Amorite town of which the mound Tel el Hesy, seventeen 
miles east of Gaza« is now the only memorial left. There 
is not now a house in sight from it, but only straggling 


1 Dent. xxi. 8S. 
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groups of low brown tents. The artificial mound is from 
sixty to eighty feet high, and it stands on a hill forty-five 
feet high) making a height in all of one hundred and twenty 
feet, but cut away on one side by a torrent bed, full in win- 
ter. It is two hundred feet square, and shews at the bottom 
the old Amorite wall of brick-work some twenty-eight feet 
thick, dating back to a period before the Exodus. There 
are natural ridges enclosing it, at a short distance, and a 
slight Talley to the south of it. The mound is artificial, and 
shews successive levels of successive towns ; river- worn stones 
being laid down for floors and pavement; and the whole 
surface atop cultivated. From top to bottom there are 
countless fragments of pottery, and outside of the town, on 
the south-west, is a sand-hill in which many pots are, appar- 
ently, unintentionally buried, consisting generally of jars, 
with a basin or cup on the top, and frequently with a smaller 
vase inside; all filled with the clean white sand on which 
they lie. This cemetery pottery is mainly little brown flasks, 
which the explorers have been able to refer to the age of the 
Hebrew J udges. Strong though this place was, it must have 
been an easy prey to Joshua, its fighting men having been 
killed or scattered in the rout of Beth-horon. The results 
of the exploration of the mound show strikingly the troubled 
life of ancient times. 

I can find," says Mr. Petrie, nine successive wallings : a 
huge Amorite wall twenty-eight feet thick ; two Amorite 
rebuildings on that ; then there is a period of no walls, but 
mined habitations of rough stone, overthrown and spread 
about, probably of the Judges^ period. Then a fairly stout 
wall, thirteen feet thick, which must be Kehoboam^s ; then 
four small walls, rebuilt on the ruins of t hftt. by digerent 
kings ; and, lastly, a thin and hasty wall, on the top o|^ all. 
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which must, I think, be due to Josiah, when he tried to 
keep out Hophra, in 610 b.c." 

Besides Lachish, Joshua, we are told, at this time over- 
whelmed the kings of Jarmuth, now unknown; Eglon, 
now a mound, with ruins; Debir, known also as Kiriath 
Sephar, a little south-west of Hebron — now known as 
Dhareriyeh — a place of curious interest, as it seems to have 
been the seat of an order of scribes and literary men, who 
busied themselves in the production of cuneiform docu- 
ments, such as we find in the Tel Amarna relics sent from 
Palestine to Egypt. Libnah, also, fell, a village not far, it 
would seem, from Lachish ; and Kadesh Barnea, far in the 
desert to the south, where Joshua had, with Moses, lived so 
long during the Wanderings. Other places not mentioned 
no doubt fell also. Indeed, we are told that Joshua smote 
all the land, the (central) hill country, and the uplands 
stretching away as ^^the Negeb or dry land, far to the 
south, and the foot-hills and slopes of the Shephelah — ^but 
the fact is not told that the Hebrews carefully avoided a 
trial of strength with the Philistines, whose cities were the 
c^f stronghold of the sea-plain, or failed to take them if 
they tried, for they had no triumph to record over either 
Ekron, Ashdod, Gath, Askalon, or Gaza — the great prizes of 
the scene of their invasion — nor did they take, so far as we 
know, Gerar or Bethlehem, or Beersheba, which were all in 
their way. The campaign, indeed, was evidently a mere 
rush, bearing down before it what it could, but leaving 
behind what required any delay or special aids of military 
attack. Gath was only taken, at last, in the time of David ; 
Askalon, Gaza, and Ekron were won for a time in the days 
of the Judges,' but presently lost; but Ashdod was neyey 

> Jndg. L la 
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gained by the Hebrews. It took many generations, in fact, 
to end the wars begun by Joshua, although he seems every- 
where to have carried out his plan of extermination.* 
Strange to say, in the tablets from Tel Amarna we seem to 
have recovered a notice of this constant warfare with the 
Canaanites. Mention of a people, the Abiri, who seem to 
be the Hebrews, occurs more than once, informing us that 
they constantly swooped down from the central hills, on the 
sea-plain, and in one of these raids had taken Gaza from the 
Egyptian governor. The victories of two of their chiefs, 
Arad and Ebed Tob, are referred to, and no doubt they were 
only two out of many fierce captains in these terrible days of 
blood and strife.* 

The light thrown on Palestine history from Egypt, at this 
early day, is very curious. At Tel Amarna were unearthed, 
two years ago, the despatches of Egyptian governors and 
allies from various paTts of Syria. They date from the latter 
part of the fifteenth century b.c., when the conquests of 
Thothmes III. were being lost by King Khu-n-Aaten. These 
letters, written in the Syrian dialect for the most part, are in 
the cuneiform script, seeming to shew that the Phoenician 
alphabet was at this early period not yet in use, and they 
shew, moreover, that Egypt had set up native governors 
throughout Palestine and Syria, the names of many well- 
known towns held by them, such as Tyre, Sidon, Gaza, etc., 
occurring on the tablets. The Egyptian government was at 
this time threatened by the Hittites in the north and other 
enemies in the south ; and many of the letters speak of re- 
volts and disasters, and appeals to Egypt for help. These 
records seem to belong to the time when Joshua was con- 
quering Palestine ; a fierce, unsettled period, when the gov- 

* Pakatiru Baeplor. Fund, ISOO, p. 8». 
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emors of the south speak of revolts caused, and cities taken 
by the Abiri ; a name almost identical with Hebrew," and 
points like it to their ‘ ‘ passing over " either the Euphrates 
or the Jordan. 

It illustrates strikingly the murderous ferocity of ancient 
warfare, that the only spot where the name Canaan " still 
survives is as the name of a hamlet near Hebron, identified 
with the fortified post of Kanana taken by Seti I. , father of 
Rameses II. There is no difficulty in its site on the hills, 
for there were Canaanites dwelling in the hill country of 
that very region,' even at Hebron itself, and one great Ca- 
naanitish king had his headquarters at Arad, in the hills, 
about sixteen miles south of Khurbet Kan^An. The Egyp- 
tian records inform us, further, that Eameses III. built a 
fortified temple at Kanana, whither the people of the land 
brought their tribute. This was probably in the days of the 
Judges, and it agrees well with the insolence of the Philis- 
tines towards the Hebrews at that time ; their intimacy 
with the Egyptians, whose enemies, auxiliaries, and allies 
they were in rapid succession, emboldening them to act thus 
haughtily. 

The campaign was at last ended, leaving behind it mined 
towns and a wilderness without people, where there had been 
crowded towns and villages, and Joshua then led back his 
force to Gilgal on the Jordan, which was still his head- 
quarters. 

The centre and the south of Palestine had now been con- 
quered, and the Israelites had secured a solid footing in the 
land. But the noi^h had not yet been invaded, and there 
were Ganaanite communities in dijGferent parts that had 
hitherto escaped the brunt of war. The destmction of 

> Nom. sir. 4b, 

VOL. n.-«i 
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Jericho ; the sacking and burning of Ai and Bethel ; the 
submission of Gideon and Hs confederate towns ; the sur- 
render of Central Palestine by the of its inhabitants ; 
the crushing defeat of the southern kings, and the seizure of 
their territory, shewed that the Hebrew occupation threat- 
ened the whole land. A final league of native chiefs, whose 
populations still furnished the materials of a fighting host, 
was therefore formed, to stem the invasion, if possible. 
The head of this confederation was Jabin, he whom God 
watches, king of Hazor, the enclosed,’^ or "" fortified,” in 
the northern hills, near Kadesh of Naphtali, and half way 
between the sea-coast and Lake Merom. Invitations to join 
a general rising were sent out by him to the chiefs of 
Madon, a place possibly represented by the ruin Madin, 
west of the Sea of Galilee, and close to Hattin ; of Shimroii, 
the present village Semunieh, five miles west of Xazareth ; 
and of Achshaph, the existing village El Yasif, in the tribe 
of Asher, six miles north-east of Acre ; to tlie far-off chiefs 
on the north, in the mountains, towards Lebanon ; to those 
in the Ghor of the Jordan, south of the Sea of Galilee ; to 
those in the lowlands and elsewhere, and to Dor, a city on 
the coast, eight miles north of Caesarea, near Mount Car- 
mel ; to all the Canaanites, in fact, east and west ; to the 
Amorites, Hittites, and Perizzites throughout the land ; to 
the Jebusites in the hill country ; and to the Hivites under 
Mount Hermon in the north. All, alike, eagerly embraced 
the opportunity of making one 1^ grand struggle to crush 
the invader. It was a final and supreme effort, like that of 
our forefathers in Northumberland, after the defeat of Sen- 
lac. A host gathered, ^"as the sand that is upon the sea- 
shore in multitude,” with a great force of chariots and 
horses, which Israel had only footmen to oppose. The ren- 
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dezvous of this ^eat confederation was appointed on the 
plains east of Lake Merom, the present El Huleh, half-way 
between the Sea of Galilee and the mountains of Lebanon, 
and there they speedily gathered. 

But Joshua, though now a man of about ninety, was equal 
to the emergency. The tribes, who were still encamped at 
Gilgal, ready for battle at any moment, were called out at 
once, and, by a s\nft and secret march, succeeded in taking 
the foe by surprise, which, as usual in an Eastern army, 
led to a precipitate and confused flight. Then, once more, 
came the fierce pursuit and relentless slaughter for thirty 
miles, straight north, over the hills, probably by the camel 
path still used, past Laish, the future Dan, and Ijon ; then 
over the cleft of the Leontes, north-west, as far as Sidon 
and Misrephoth-maim,* on the coast, with its limekilns and 
smelting furnaces. Nor did it end till Mizpeh, the watch- 
tower, far off, probably the glorious plain which lies between 
the two ranges of Lebanon, was reached. 

An ordinary army, after such a victory, would have prized, 
above all else, the opportunity of putting themselves on an 
equal footing with their enemy, by utilizing the captured 
horses and chariots, they themselves having none. But the 
enthusiasm of the Israelites set no value on such human 
aid. They believed that the invisible chariots of God were 
amongst them. One of their inspired poets at a later date 
only embodied the feelings of Joshua’s host, when he sang: 

“ The Almighty scattered kings in it; 

It was white (with the robes or armour of the slain) as snow on 
Mount Salmon ; 

1 Aiiparently the ancient Sarepta, now known as Sarafem. (The word meauR 
**bnniin(^ by the waters.") Posribly the aonthem peak of Monnt Oerizim. Judg. 
ix. 48, 49. Yet that has no snow Some other hill may, therefore, be meant. 
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The chariots of Gkxl are twenty thousand, even thousands twice told 
over; 

Jehovah is among them.*’ * 

As through many subsequent generations of warriors, one? 
sentiment animated every bosom, while the host swept on 
to the charge, or met that of their foes : 

** Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; 

But we will remember the name of Jehovah, our God.” * 

The battle was ^^not theirs but God's,^^* and, as in the 
past, the horses were crippled and the chariots burnt.* Ja- 
bin's capital, Hazor, was levelled with the ground, but the 
towns which stood on hills were preserved, for the use of 
the victors themselves, as more easily defensible. The spoil 
of the cities and towns, moreover, and their cattle, were dis- 
tributed among the conquerors; the women and children 
taken as slaves, but the male prisoners put to death, as was 
the hideous custom of the age. 

Thus, in the words of Scripture, * Israel had receded from 
God great and goodly and strong cities which they had not 
built ; houses full of all good things, which they had not 
filled ; wells dug, which they had not digged ; vineyards 
and olive trees which they had not planted ; fruit trees in 
abundance, and a fat land.'' 

The division, among the tribes, of the territory thus 
gained, was the next great work. Five or seven years had 
passed since the crossing of the Jordan,* and their leader 
was “ still as strong as in the day when Moses had sent him, 
forty-five years before, from Kadesh Bamea, to spy out the 

» Pb. Ixviii 14, 17. * Ps. XX. 7. 

* 1 Sam. xvil. 47. S duron. xx. 15. * Joah. xi. 6. 

* Dent. vl. 10, 11. 8 m also Neh. lx. 85. 

* Jofb. xiv. 10. niaalal, in Biahm (p. 770), thlnka the war lasted Beren yean. 8e 
doaa Lansecka (iteMaiB), p. 047. 
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land.^^* A great popular assembly was held at Gilgal/ 
under the presidency of Joshua, Eleazar the high priest, 
and the elders. Two and a half tribes had already secured 
their share of the conquests, on the east of the Jordan, and 
thus nine and a half had to be provided for. Over all these 
the great tribe of Joseph, divided into the two sections of 
Ephraim and Manasseh, claimed precedence, at once from 
their descent, and from the fact that Joshua belonged ,to 
t^eir nuaj^er. They demanded, therefore, the best part of 
the country — the central hills, which are specially rich in 
water and very fruitful, and apparently acted at once, of 
their own accord, in the matter ; Ephraim taking possession^' 
of the part north and south of Shechem, with its green hills 
and rich valleys. Shechem* itself, where the bones of 
Joseph were now buried, and where Abraham and Jacob had 
long encamped, thus became their chief town, and, from its 
central position, in a measure the capital of the whole 
country. The half tribe of Manasseh, which had pban- 
doned tent life, and thrown in its lot with Ephraim, had 
the district immediately to the north of this, but they were 
cramped in their limits by the presence of Canaanite for- 
tresses in the rich plain of Esdraelon, which they coveted. 
Assuming that Joshua, as one of themselves, would not 
refuse, the united House of Joseph,” therefore, asked him 
to let the other tribes help them to drive out the enemy. 
But he was less pliable than they had hoped. The hill 
country is not enough for us,” said they, ^^and all the 
Canaanites that dwell in the valley-land have chariots of 
iron, both they of Bethshean (in the rich Jordan depression, 
east of Gilboa) and her towns, and they who are of the plain 
of Esdraelon.” Thou art a great people,” replied the 

• See vol. i. p. 418. 


1 Joeh. sir. 7, 11. 
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hoary leader, with subdued irony, and hast great power ; 
thou shalt not have one lot only. The hill country shall be 
thine ; it is now covered with scrub and rough growths, but 
thou shalt cut them down ; * even its outlying parts shall be 
thine ; for thou shalt drive out the Canaanites, though they 
have iron chariots, and th ough they be strong.^"® Disap- 
pointed, thus, in their selfish schemes, they contented them- 
selves with what they had received. 

The breaking up of the great camp by this separation 
of the tribe of Joseph from it, was the signal for the rest to 
take similar care for their own future. Fouj tribes turned 
their eyes to the^nQfth^ and four to th^ jsouth; finding, it 
may be, the land northward opened to them in a measure 
by the victory over Jabin ; if, indeed, the campaign against 
him was not a deliberate invasion of his territories, by 
Naphtali and Asher, to secure the districts allotted them.* 
As the result, the four northern tribes more or less fully 
obtained homes in their respectively assigned bounds, 
though in no case without need of long-continued petty 
warfare, or the purchase of quiet by consenting to share 
the soil with the original population and to enter into 
friendly relations with them. The policy of extermination 
could not but fail, for no race is ever literally annihilated by 
any conquest, and hence there remained only the possibility 
of enslaving the survivors, or of living on equal terms with 
them, or submitting, in the end, to be their dependents. 
Naphtali and Asher occupied, betjveen them, the glorious 
hill country of Upper Galilee from where it sinks down into 
the Jordan on the east, and to the Phoenician sea-plain on 
the west : Asher holding more or less of the district running 

1 The word tranelated ** a wooil ** is '‘yaar," which means only the stunted growths 
still Been in all neglected parts of the hill conntry iu Palestine. See the indezes. 

* Josh. XTil. 16-18. ■ Graetz, L p. 67. 
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north, behind Phoenicia, its south point reaching Carmel, 
its north extending to a line with the town of Dan, but its 
breadth, less than a third of the sweep of beautiful mountain 
land occupied by Naphtali, the marches of whose territory 
ran alongside in the centre, and whose limits north and 
south were nearly the same as those of its neighbour. 
Naphtali thus held the interior of Upper Galilee, with 
its lofty heights, from one of which the city of Safed, 

the watch-tower,” looks down terrace over terrace at an 
elevation of 2,700 feet above the sea. The mountains, no 
longer barren and forbidding like those of Judaea, and even 
richer than those of^Sapaaria — the district of Ephraim — are 
everywhere rich in springs and flowing brooks and streams, 
with green slopes, dotted with frijit trees and clumps of 
other verdure, and glens boasting as rich soil as any in the 
land. 

Such a region could only have been conquered or held by 
a brave-hearted people, and this character Naphtali always 
retained. In the blessing of Jacob, the tribe is compared to 
a towering terebinth, with a goodly and they shewed 

themselves, at all times, worthy of so p^ud^ a^symbql. 
Asher, however, on the other hand, could not, any more 
than Ephraim, hold his own a^inst the c hario ts of the 
Canaanites, and was soon conteni^ to live among them,* 
rejoicing in the possession of sqme of the richest land in 
Palestine, which yielded the oil in which he was to dip his 
foot,” the bread,” which was to be “fat,” and “ the royal 
dainties,” in which he was to delight.* Sinking into pur- 
veyors for the rich Phoenician cities which lay at the foot of 
their mountains, on the shore, across the sea-plain, they 


1 Bwald's Q4$cMckU, iL 880. 

* Oen. xlix. 90. Dent, zzxiii. 91 


* Jndg. L 81, 89. 
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preferred the gains of trade with Tyre, Sidon, Acre, and 
their sister communities — which, from their vast commercial 
and maritime activity, offered a constant and richly profit- 
able market for all the fruits, grain, and produce they could 
raise — to any nobler aims, and soon lost their lofty valour of 
Joshua^B day, until national spirit had so faded away, that 
when Zebulon and Jfaphtali jeoparded their lives to the 
death, in the struggle against Sisera, Asher cravenly 
sought its own interests in the havens and villages of its 
heathen allies.* The district obtained by Zebulon included 
the north-west part of the rich plain of Esdraelon, and the 
beautiful sweep of the Lower Galilee hill country, which 
includes Nazareth and the ancient Jotapata: its northern 
marches running below those of Asher and NaphtaJi, and its 
southern resting on those of the western half tribe of Manas-, 
seh, or, in other words, reaching to the northern slopes of 
Carmel. Living to a large extent among the hills, for its 
portion of Esdraelon was a small one, it, too, like Naphtali, 
preserved its manly vigour, and bore itself nobly in the 
struggle for freedom, against the ancient populations. Issa- 
char, which found its home next it, in the fines t position in 
Palestine, the wide sweep of Esdraelon in its richest portion, 
was very different in its temper. Then, as now, their 
dwellings were chiefly on the hills enclosing the plain, for 
open country was, at all times, exposed to invasion, in anti- 
quity, and Esdraelon was, in all Ages, as it is still from the 
Arabs, liable to be the camping-ground of any enemy enter- 
ing the land. But the rich red. soil, which they tilled far 
and near, was too profitable to be risked by any display of 
spirit or independence, especially as the tribe made appa^ 
ently no effort, even at first, to take the strong Oanaanite 

1 Judg. T. 17, 18. 
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towns on its border — Acre, on the west, Bethshean, on the 
east, and Taanach and Harosheth, on its southern edge. It 
saw that reset was good, and the land pleasant, and he 
bowed his back to bear, and became a slave to tribute. 
The blessing of Jacob rightly described him, as a strong- 
boned he-asB ” — the heavy beast for the field, not that for 
the pad — couching down between two hedgerows,^"* rest- 
ing in dull quiet and ease. Prom the first, the tribe fell 
back from its manhood, and bore only a very subordinate 
part in the history of the nation.* 

The remaining tribes sought homes in the south, with 
more or less mutual help, but without any organized sup- 
port of the whole people. The small tribe of Benjamin — ^a 
client, in some sense, of Ephraim, and only separated from 
it in sympathies after the final division of the kingdom 
under Rehoboam— obtained a confined but fruitful district 
on the south of its great patron tribe ; embracing whatever 
it could conquer of the space between Jerusalem on the 
south, and Bethel on the north, and from the Jordan to the 
west side of the central hills. The Gibeonites and their 
connected towns thus lived in their midst, while, on the 
south, the Jebusites and Amorites held the strong fortress 
of Jerusalem. But the bra y pr y and v igour of the tribe were 
in striking contrast to its ^ume^cgl iseakoess. Ephraim, 
in fact, owed to it much of its military strength. Always 
ready to maintain its quarrels by its slingers and bowmen, 
who were famous for their skill and courage,* and by its 
swordsmen, who were noted for equal dexterity in the use of 
their weapon with either hand, it was pre-eminently a sol- 
dier ckn. 

I Gen. zlix. 16, 16. > OftchichU, vol. 1. p. ST. 

* Gen. xUz. S7. Jndg. zz. 16. 1 daon. zii. 2. 
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The great tribe of Judah, which was, hereafter, from the 
time of Isaiah, to be known as ^^the House of Jacob/Mn 
contrast to Ephraim and the northern tribes, which were dis- 
tinguished as the House of Joseph,”' boasted in Joshua's 
day more fighting men than Ephraim, and had a higher 
military reputation, early entered into possession of its por- 
tion of the land. The districts assigned to the i .ven smaller 
tribes were fixed by lot, after their limits had been deter- 
mined by three men chosen from each, but the enjoyment of 
the award was left to the future, when the Canaanites 
should be dispossessed, which they too often never were. 
With Judah, however, the case was different. Acting inde- 
pendently, like Ephraim, it at once invaded the territory it 
had chosen, though it had to struggle apparently through , 
generations for its quiet possession. It seems as if it had 
felt itself aggrieved at the seizure of the richest part of the 
country by the descendants of Joseph, and had withdrawn 
as far as possible from them. The Kenites,* who were not 
only allies, but related in blood, had already settled in 
the far south, on the edge of the desert, and it appears to 
have turned to them, to find a home the more easily by their 
help. Jerusalem, itself, which, though taken by Joshua in 
his early campaigns, had soon been lost again, fell once 
more, before its fierce attack, and was burned,® but only to 
be recovered, in a few years, by the Jebusites, while Phine- 
has, the son of Aaron, was still alive,* and it was left in 
their hands, without further struggle, till the reign of 
David. But though this central stronghold was lost, Judah 
still held the land on all sides of it except the north, and 
appears even to have become friendly with its possessors. 


1 Isa. IL 6,6; tUI. 17; xlr. l,etc. 
» Jndg. i. 7, 8. 


* See page 414. 

* Jndg. zix. 11 ; n. 88. 
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living in it peaceably with them, and under them, Benja- 
minites also forming p%rt of the population.* The limits 
gained, were soon, however, too strait, and had to be 
widened by successive wars, in which Simeon lent useful 

aid.* 

The first conquest in these tribal wars was the town and 
district of Bezek, in the Maritime Plain, south of Lydda. 
The ferocious boast of its ^^king"^a petty tyrant — that 
hd^ had overthrown seventy kings,” and after liacking 
off their thumbs, to prevent their using the lance or the 
bow, and their great toes, to hinder their power to march, 
had let them gather their food, like dogs, under his table, 
throws a strong light on the character of the times, though, 
indeed, at a much later date the Athenians cut off the 
thumbs of all the men of Egina who fell into their hands, 
to prevent their holding the lance again. The sternness 
which inflicted on such a monster the misery he had caused 
to so many of his equals, was only just retribution.* 

The beautiful valley of Hebron, then known as Kiriath 
Arba — the town of Arba,” * a F^her of the Anakites,” 
a race of exceptional stature — ^next bore the brunt of an 
attack, which left both the town and the land round it in 
the hands of Judah, after fire and sword had done their 
worst. Hebron had gone back into the power of the 
Canaanites again, since Joshua had taken it,* but Caleb, 
the only other survivor of the spies of forty-five years 
before,* claimed it, at once on the ground of a promise from 
Moses, and as a gift frpm Joshua. He had passed through 
it, in his dangerous journey, as a spy, when in Ml rnanly 
strength, but he eagerly urged that, old as he was, he was 

1 Jofih. XT. 68. Judg. i. 21. ^ Jadg. i. 8. 

• Valerius Max., IX. 11. 8. * J oBh. xv. 18. 

• Joih. X, ae, 87. * Joih. xiT. 6-lSi 
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still as able to fight ae when at his best, and denuded to 
lead the att^king^ force.* The finest grapes of Palestine 
grew on the slopes of ite valley, and it was specially dear to 
the Israelite, as the site of the cave of Machpelah, in which 
lay the bodies of the founders of the race. A remnant 
of the once dreaded Anakim held it, but nothing could resist 
the fierceness and determination of Caleb and his men, 
and the town became, henceforth, the ca_gital of the southern 
tribes, till the storming of Jehus, in the time of David. 

Debir, '^the oracle town," called, formerly, Kiriath 
Sepher, the book town," and Kiriath Sannah, as already 
noticed, lying about three miles west of Hebron, next 
invited conquest, and, to kindle enthusiasm, the hand of 
a daughter of Caleb was offered as a prize to any brave 
leader who should take it. Such a hero was presently 
found, in the person of Othniel, ^Hhe Lion of God," a 
yqugger^brother of Caleb,* and Achsah, his niece, forthwith 
became his bride. But the new conquest lay on the edge of 
the Negeb, or waterless country," o utsid e the rich valley 
of Hebron, and the prospect of such an inheritance did not 
please the damsel, when Othniel, her husband, led her home 
to it, doubtless with a great cavalcade of his friends, amidst 
gladdening music ; Caleb himself accompanying the pro- 
cession, to do the young pair honour. Suddenly alighting 
from her ass, as if some misfortune had befallen her, she 
begged her father ^^to give her a dowry" worthy of the 
name, for you have given me a 'vjaterlejM place ; " pray 
give me the springs of water" yonder ^^as well" — ^appar- 
ently the springs at Ain Dilbeh and Ain Hejeri, between 
Hebron and Debir, their position favouring the belief, as 

> Jot^h. XT. 14. 

* Jodg. L 18 ; ill. 9. 1 Clnon. hr. 18. Some, howerer, think he wu Caleb*! 
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o^e is much higher uj) than the other, in keeping with their 
description as the upper and the nether springs." Here 
even at the end of October, after the fierce summer heats. 
Major Conder found a considerable brook running down 
the middle of the glen, and branching off through small 
gardens for four or five miles. Such a supply of water is 
a phenomenon in Palestine, but is still more extraordinary 
in the Negeb, where vary few springs are found. There 
are, in all, fo urte en springs, in three groups, at El Dilbeh, 
both upper and lower — higher up the valley and lower 
down — which bubble forth all the year round, affording 
water enough, if it were tydUzed, to make the w hole vall ey 
fe^le.* 

Debir, as has been noticed, has been identified with the 
hamlet of Dhaheriyeh, the village on the ridge," which 
consists of some poor houses built of stones from ancient 
buildings, and an old tower. The ground near is rocky, 
the village looking down from its ridge over the land- 
scape. Cisterns supply water — when dug, who can say ? 
There are also rock-cut tombs and wine-presses, and a 
threshing floor. Only two trees break the bareness. Caves 
abound, most of the houses being built in front of one or 
over it. Pavements and rich walls can still be traced, shew- 
ing the line of ancient roads to. Glaza, Hebron, and Beer- 
sheba. The discovery of cuneiform writing at Tel Amameh 
in Egypt shows that cuneiform script was the general writ- 
ing of Western Asia, in early ages ; and, as Debir was the 
'^town of scribes," it is not too much to hope that the 
mounds near it, if opened, might bring to light documents 
of imperishable burnt clay, as old as Joshua, or older I 

Zephath, against which, no doubt, a bitter hereditary en- 


* Pal. S€port$^ 1874, p. S5. 
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mity had been cherished, as connected with the repulse of 
their fathers in their attack on it soon after leaving Sinai : 
an unsanctioned outburst of rebellious fierceness, which 
brought on them exclusion for forty years from Palestine, 
and the death of a whole generation in the wilderness — was 
also assailed, and so utterly destroyed that its site received 
the name of Hormah, or desolation," which is justified 
even now by its position being entirely unknown.* Sudden 
rushes from the hills enabled Judah also, for a short time, 
to get Gaza, Askalon, and Ekron, three of the Philistine 
towns, into their hands, but they could not keep them : the 
open ground of the great plain on which they stood enabling 
the Philistines to sweep it with their iron chariots, against 
which the Hebrews, who had no horses or chariots, were un- 
able to make a stand.* Their descent to the sea-coast was, 
therefore, speedily followed by their permanent retreat to 
the central hills, where chariots could not follow them. 
Here, they had Benjamin and the greg^t tribe of Ephraim on 
their north, with a small spot held bjJ3an on the north- 
wes^t slopes, while on the east they were protected by the 
wild region bordering the Dead Sea. On the south, the 
desert of the Wanderings was the limit of the region shared 
between them and Simeon ; a frontier partly guarded by the 
friendly encampments of Jethro^s tribe, the Kenites, and 
other allied Arabs.* Yet, from time to time, great hordes of 
Amalekites and other Bedouins camped at their pleasure on 
the pastures of the southern uplands ; too often accompany- 
ing their inroads by fierce attacks and relentless plunder of 
outlying villages. They were safe, therefore, and that only 
in a measure, in the northern half of their territory, and 

» Jndg. i. n » Jndg. i. 18, 19. 

> Thus Abigail, David's sister, wtm married to^iijlshn^i^te. 1 Cbron. ii. 17. 
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were hemmed in from expansion by the terrible cavalry of 
the sea-coast plain on the west, by the awful wilderness of 
Judsea on the east, and on the south had to content them- 
selves with glowing uplands, on some spots only of which 
settled communities were possible. They had, in fact, a 
naturally verj poor district, for anything more barren than 
the hills round Jerusalem cannot well be imagined. 

Simeon had at first been stronger than Judah, but soon 
decayed under the adverse influences of its history. Its lot 
had fallen in the Negeb or South Country, embracing all 
the district between the nominally lower end of the Dead 
Sea and the Mediterranean, as far south as the Wady el 
Arish, or^^Eiver of Egypt. At first, with the help of 
Judah, it had been able to seize some of the rich towns in 
the plains, but it soon lost them, and had, henceforth, to 
live under the protection of its neighbour, with no well-de- 
fined territory, and with not even a single town it could call 
its own. The downs that were its assigned home served for 
pasturage to wandering camps, but the bulk of the tribe 
lived in the cities of Judah, though without having ^y 
voice in their councils. It kept its distinctness, however, as 
late as the times of David, but, ultimately, was almost 
entirely lost in the stronger tribe. But it was by no means 
only a quiet pastoral tribe even in its best days, for inciden- 
ts notices shew it much on a footing with an ordinary Arab 
community, in its fierce love of strife and plunder. Its 
bounds, as proposed, included the rich lands round Gaza, 
the ancient sanctuary of Kadesh Bamea, and thence in a 
waving line to the terrible desert on the south end of the 
Dead Sea. But it could not maintain any footing on the 
iea-plain, and its enforced life in its bare uplands made it 
become to a large extent a mere set of ]Mouin encamp* 
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zoents ; the only life possible in such a scorched and barren 
district. Indeed, like Arabs, the Simeonites mainly lived in 
tents, and even in after times we read of their fierce Bed- 
ouin habits. Thus, we are told that in the days of Hezekiah 
they went to the entrance of Gerar^^ (not Gedor), to the 
east side of the valley, to seek pasture for their flocks. And 
they found fat pasture and good, and the land was wide, and 
quiet, and peaceable : for they that dwelt there aforetime 
were of Ham "" — that is, Canaanites ; with them, also, they 
smote the Meunim that were found there, and destroyed 
them utterly and dwelt in their stead : because there was 
pasture there for their flocks. Some, moreover, at another 
time," we read, went to Mount Seir and smote the remnant 
of the Amalekites that escaped (from David^s slaughter of 
that great tribe) and dwelt there, to this day," that is, to the 
time when the Book of Chronicles was compiled, about the 
time of the return from Babylon.* It is said that they in- 
creased greatly, but yet, in no degree, like the growth of 
Judah, and that, among other places, they held Beersheba 
and not a few towns and villages in the territory of Judah, 
on the south. Very probably they may have been the ances- 
tors of the savage Arabs of Petra, of the present day, since 
they took the place of the Amalekites who had Md it previ- 
ously. The Meunim whom they extirpated seem to have 
been the people of the town of Maan, near Petra. 

The fortunes of Dan were even harder than those of Sim- 
eon. Nominally, its territory extended from the west of 
that of Ephraim and Benjamin, to the sea-coast, thus in- 
cluding the districts of the towns of Lydda, Ekron, Beth- 
Dagon, and Joppa; but though it overran these at first, it 
was forced hack,’ ere long, into the hills, where the availa- 

> J<Mh. zix. 41. Jadg i 84, 36. 1 Sam vil 16. 


I 1 Ohioo. iv. a(M8. 
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ble space was quite inadequate to the wants of a community 
boasting of §,4,000 fighting men. Having no patron tribe 
such as Simeon or Benjamin enjoyed, in Judah, or Eph- 
raim, it seems to have been forced, for a long time, to lead 
a camp life, crowded together in a spot known, even in 
later times, as the Camp of Dan," * near Kiriath-jearim, 
the forest city," some miles west of Jerusalem, on the con- 
fines of Benjamin and Judah. Such a state of things, how- 
ever, was soon intolerable, and, as we shall hereafter have 
to notice more fully, drove a number of the Danites to emi- 
grate to the north, where detached Canaanite communities 
offered an easy prey. Six hundred men, therefore, with 
their wives and children, wandered to the foot of Mount 
Hermon, and having overcome some Sidonians living there, 
took their land, which was of extraordinary fertility, and 
changed the name of the conquered town from Laish to 
Dan.® The incident throws light on the state of Palestine 
before the Hebrew invasion, shewing Phcenician settlements 
living quietly and with no thought of danger, among the 
other populations, intent only on the profits of trade. In- 
dependence had no attractions for this strange race, and 
they had no such thirst for dominion as absorbed other peo- 
ples. To submit to any government and pay tribute to it 
willingly, if only their commerce were left free, was the most 
natural thing in the world with them. We may hence real- 
ize how utterly savage and barbarous to burst upon a peace- 
ful, industrious town, injuring no one, but universally 
lapped in a dream of security, and “ smite them with the 
edge of the sword, and bum the city with fire " ! * How un- 
worthy a race with any idea of civilization, when the city 

> Jadg. zJiL 25 ; xviU. 12. * Josh. six. 47. Jndg. xiriSi. IT-SB. 

* Jvdg. rviil. 27. Monmuen's BOm, GetcA., i. 4B2. 
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would have given them ready-built homes^ and the people 
might, at least, have been spared their lives, if only to have 
been used as slaves, as in the case of the Gibeonites. But 
ages on ages were to pass before men felt kindly to any who 
were not in treaty bonds with them, or shewed any pity to 
prisoners of war. Even as late as at Agincourt the common 
soldiers were ruthlessly massacred ; only those who could 
pay a ransom — ^that is, the officers of high rank — being self- 
ishly spared. 

The tribe of Levi, having been separated to the offices of 
religion, was appointed to receive its support from the 
community at large, and, therefore, had no distinct terri- 
tory assigned it. It was to receive the tithes of the whole 
produce of the land, from which, however, it was required' 
to pay a tithe to the priests in acknowledgment of their 
higher consecration. Forty-eight towns, with a circle of 
meadow-land round each, for the pasturage of its flocks and 
herds, were, however, set apart for its residence, all over 
the country, that its services, required in many ways, might 
be everywhere available. To appoint these towns, of which 
thr^ on eaoh side of Jordan were cities of refuge, to which 
the manslayer might flee, was the last public act of Joshua. 

It would seem, from what has been said, that the whole 
country had at first been invaded, and, in a measure, con- 
quered, but that a reaction soon began, by which the* 
Canaanites speedily recovered themselves, so as to drive out 
the Israelites, in their turn, from all the lowlands, to the 
difficult mountain heights and valleys. It must thus have 
required many years before the tribes were in any meas- 
ure peaceably in possession even of what they ultimately 
retuned.^ The Book of Judges, indeed, recalls a slow 

> Jodb. XTil. 15-18. Jiidg.ilfi,M. 
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conquest, like that by which the old English, step by step, 
drove back the native British, or the French gained fast 
hold of Algeria. Without cavalry or horses, the Hebrews 
might overrun the country, but could hold only the parts 
capable of natural defence, and, hence, Canaanite strong- 
holds shewed themselves permanently, like islands, in every 
direction, above the flood of the intruding population. Yet 
Israel tenaciously held its ground in the hills, and, in the 
end, overpowered the native element still surviving among 
them, making the whole central district thoroughly its own, 
though cooped up in it and unable to get a footing on the 
broad, rich sea-plains, which were the glory of the land.‘ 
The untrained vigoijr of its warriors, however, contrasted 
with the developed military skill and appliances they over- 
came, only intensified the feeling, that they were indebted 
for their triumph to a higher than human power, and this 
sentiment continued vivid, century after century. 

“ 0 God ” [writes a Psalmist], “ we have heard with our ears. 

Our forefathers have told us, 

What wonders Thou didst in their day; 

In the days of old. 

How Thou didst drive out and uproot the heathen with Thy hand ; 
How Thou didst break in pieces the nations and cast them out. 

For they [Israel] got not the land with their own sword. 

Neither did their own arm save them, 

But Thy right hand and Thine arm ; 

And because the light of Thy countenance was favourable to them.”* 

Gilgal, apparently a circle of great stones, like a smaller 
Stonehenge, with the Tabernacle either beside or within it, 
continued the centre of the nation as long as the country 
was still disturbed ; the Levites and the high priest natur- 

> l>eat.xxxii.l8 ; xxxiil.89. Ps.xviii.84. Isa Iviii. 14. Hab. ilL 19. 

* Pa. xliv. 1 have adopted one or two modifications from Qraetz. 
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ally fixing their dwellings beside the sanctuary. It thus 
attained a measure of sacredness which long survived ; pop- 
ular assemblies being gathered at it, and pilgrimages made 
to it.* But its position was unsuited as a permanent capital, 
and hence, as soon as the tribes separated to their respective 
territories, the Tabernacle was removed to the previously in- 
significant Shiloh, a more central locality, ten miles north 
of Bethel, in the hills of Ephraim, Joshua^s tribe, where it 
continued for centuries.* Thus the religious metropolis was 
distinct from the political ; Shiloh being the one and She- 
chem the other. It seems strange that Bethel — hallowed by 
so many memories of the patriarchs — should not have been 
chosen ; but there are indications of a long struggle for that 
spot, again and again renewed, which rendered it unsafe for 
a treasure so sacred as the Ark.* 

The great war of conquest being ended, Joshua laid aside 
his office and retired to a well-earned retreat at Timnath- 
serah, sometimes called Timnath Heres, in the mountains of 
his own tribe of Ephraim ; * exercising henceforth only a 
moral power, which was readily acknowledged. But his re- 
tirement was the beginning of a national decline. The con- 
stitution of Israel permitted no king or ruler, except in war, 
and, in the absence of such a bond of union, the tribes natur- 
ally fell back on their own tribal organization ; each inde- 
pendent of the others, and often indifferent to any interests 
beyond their own : a state of things which made energetic 
and prompt action at any time difficult. The determina- 
tion to extend their limits and, at the same time, to act 
apart, was moreover a fruitful source of danger, nor could 
the same vigourous national spirit, or the same high religious 

> Eos. iy. 15 ; iz. IS ; zli. 11. Amos iv. 4 ; y. 6. 

•1 Sam. 1.8. Pa. IzzYiii 80, 68. Jer. yii. IS. 

• Swald,Toi.!i.p.898. « Jodi. six. 80. Jud(g. IL8. 
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tone as hitherto, be maintained, when the commonwealth 
was broken up into fragments. The closing years of Josh- 
ua^s life were thus like the waning of the moon, in which 
darkness grows ever deeper — ^a darkness reflected in his 
addresses to the people, urging on them, with intense ear- 
nestness, the necessity of honouring the covenant they had 
made with Jehovah at Mounts Ebal and Gerizim, as their 
fathers had at Sinai. Shortly before his death, indeed, he 
felt it necessary to make them solemnly renew it, and raise a 
stone memorial of their having done so.* At last, twenty- 
five years after crossing the Jordan, he died at his own 
inheritance, full of years and glory, at the age of 110, and 
the light of Israel for the time faded away. 

It was left to the investigations of our own day to link 
together the present and the distant past, by the discovery 
of what has been supposed, by some, to be the tomb of the 
great successor of Moses. M. Victor Guerin, who believes 
he has identified it, writes thus:* ^^Two hours and a half 
north-west of Djufna, the ancient Gophna, are the ruins of 
Tibneh. They cover the slopes and the crest of a hill which 
is surrounded on the north and east by a deep ravine. On 
the south side, the hill sinks, in terraces, to a valley formerly 
covered, in part, with houses, and marked by a magnificent 
eve^reen oak, which is one of the finest in Palestine. Ad- 
vancing still south, the last slopes of a hill facing Tibneh are 
met : their rocky sides revealing several tombs, the remains 
of an ancient necropolis. On the top of the height is a 
small Mussulman village, with several ancient cisterns, and 
a number of finely-cut stones of antique masonry built into 
the modem houses. 

> Josh. xxiv. 26. 

s In a note read by him at the Acad6mSe des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres, SBCh 
Oct.,18CM. 
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^^The tombs have been hewn out at different levels on the 
north slopes of the hill, eight being more noticeable than the 
rest. One, however, is much the most remarkable. An ob- 
long vestibule cut in the rock is supported by fou r pillars, 
two, at the side, half separated from the hill ; the others, in 
the centre, entirely so. They have no capitals, and are or- 
namented at their tops only by a few simple mouldings. 
Immediately behind them, the face of the rock, forming the 
front wall of the tomb, is pierced by no fewer than 2^8 small 
openings, in eight rows ; some square, some triangular, but 
mostly half-round. At the right side of this rock partition 
is the low and narrow door of the tomb, leading into a 
chamber with fifteen compartments, of which, however, only 
fourteen have been inftended to receive the dead. The place 
of honour in this pale assembly was evidently reserved for 
the occupant of a small chamber facing the entry : the other 
loculi being designed for members of his family. 

A first sight of this tomb forces the conclusion that it 
was intended for some one very illustrious, whose place of 
rest was honoured, from time to time, with solemn illumina- 
tions by lamps, placed in the multitude of small niches in 
the vestibule. It is not rare to see a few such in the interior 
of tombs, but there is no other instance of provision being 
made for illumination from the outside. Ko one can be 
fancied as reckoned worthy of such honour but one who was 
an object of public veneration, and who could this be — 
at what is seemingly beyond doubt Timnath-serah — ^but 
Joshua 

^'The tomb shows marks of the highest antiquity, for it 
is similar to those made by the Canaanites for themselves, 
before the arrival of the Hebrews in their country. The 

i X. here goes into detalla of the Mentlfiotkni. 
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very measures used in its construction seem^ on close exami- 
nation, to be the old Egyptian system, which the Hebrews, 
as we know, brought with them from the Nile." 

In 1870, moreover, additional confirmation of this being 
really the tomb of J oshua, has been believed ta have been 
obtained by the Abbe Richard. He had just explored the 
ruins of Gilgal, where J oshua caused the sons of Israel to be 
circumcised with stone knives, and gathered in a radius of a 
few kilometres, after so many centuries, a large number of 
what he regards as small flint knives, scattered over the 
ground, and sometimes buried in it. But as it is said in 
our Greek Bible that the Israelites, when they interred 
Joshua, buried with him the flint knives which they had 
used for circumcision at Gilgal, the Abbe determined to 
search whether any such knives still remained in the tomb 
reputed to be his, at Timneh — or Timnath-serah.* Judge 
of his delight, then, when, on a visit to the tomb, in com- 
pany with a priest from Jerusalem and the sheik of the 
village El-Birzeit, he found in it a great number of what he 
holds to be flint knives, in the soil of the different sepul- 
chral chambers.® The correctness of this identification has, 
however, been disputed. The tombs of Joshua, Caleb, Nun, 
Phinehas, Eleazar, and Ithamar are referred, by Jew, Sa- 
maritan, and Christian alike, to spots round the southern 

1 Two passages In the Septnagint record this. Ist, Josh. rri. 42: “ And they gave 
him (Joshua) the city which he had asked— Thamnasarach, in Mount Ephraim and 
Joshua b^t the city and l^y^ajn it. And Joshua took the knives of circumcision, 
with whic^ he had circumcised the sons of Israel on the journey in the desert, and 
laid them up in Thamnasarach " 2d, chap, zxiv 30 : “ And they bnried him in 
Thamnasarach in Mount Ephraim, in the north of Monnt Galaad <Oaas, in Judff. ii. 9). 
And they placed by bim, for a memorial, the stone knives with which he had clrcom- 
cised the sons of Israel in Oilgal when he led them from Egypt as the Lord com- 
manded. And thsy aft there to this day^ 

* Oudrin, Dettrip. de la Paletiint ; Bamarie, Tol. ii. pp. 109-108 See also Major 
Conder, in Pcd. Fund SeporUt 1878, p. 88. In Tent Work^ p. 118, however, he qoea- 
tlooB the Identiftcatloa. 
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side of Gerizim^ the Mount of Blessing. The modem Sa^ 
maritans identify Timnath Heres with the village of Eef r 
Hens on the hills south of Gerizim, where there are three 
square domed buildings^ one of which is said to mark 
Joshua^s tomb, another that of Xun. St. Jerome ap- 
parently speaks of this place and of its sacred tombs as 
being still venerated, and the Jews of the Middle Ages 
and of later times believe Haris — very like Heris — the spot 
where the great hero of the conquest of Palestine lies 
buried/ 


* Heturesque JPaleatinet L 838. 



CHAPTER XIV. 


THE TIME OF THE JUDGES. 

Moses had given Israel a body of civil and religiooe 
law, but he had left them without anything equivalent to a 
political constitution. His great aim had been to establish 
among them the worship of Jehovah as their invisible King 
and God, so firmly as to preclude the possibility of their 
falling permanently from it. He had found established a 
body of customs and laws, sanctioned by immemorial usage 
in the Hebrew tribes and other branches of the Arab race, 
who were, like themselves, descendants of Abraham; and 
had necessarily adopted these, after purifying them from all 
idolatrous taints and raising them in their details to as high 
a moral tone as was possible in such an age.’ But he had 
silently omitted any reference to any political constitution: 
his only allusion to a possible national unity being that, if 
kings were hereafter appointed, they should avoid having 
great numbers of horses, lest it should promote intercourse 
with Egypt, from which horses were mostly obtained ; that 
in the same way they should not mojtiply wives, lest they 
should be led by them into idolatry ; and that they should 
not amass great treasures of silver and gold.* Hence, on 
the settlement of the tribes in their respective territories, 
they at once reverted to the rude and primitive simplicity of 
the Arab life of their ancestors. As in the tents of Abra- 

1 Jer. vtt. SS. Matt. t. 86. Mat six. & « Peut zvit 14r9C, 
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ham, the father or elder of each related group of families 
was their ruler, and his authority passed to his eldest son, 
through successive generations. This primitive organiza- 
tion of society, which was that also of all the Arab tribes, 
was virtually the same as that of the clans of the Scotch 
Highlanders.^ It had prevailed in the slave huts of Egypt, 
and survived to the time of Saul. The chiefs of the tribe 
and of its subordinate sections, in due limitation, com- 
manded, and all its members obeyed. The complicated 
intricacy of our system of government was unknown, and 
would have been useless, for the Hebrews had no diplomatic 
relations with other nations ; and neither commerce nor 
manufactures, while hardly any bond existed even between 
the different tribes. 

There was, hence, no central and supreme power, because 
there was no national government or administration. Each 
tribe acted for itself ; all its authorities were hereditary ; no 
new laws were made, for those of Moses were final ; there 
were no united national enterprises, for there was no nation, 
but only a set of more or less important fragment^ There 
were, in fact, strictly speaking, no functionaries to appoint 
or to pay ; no public exchequer ; and neither taxes, nor 
duties, unless the tithe payable to the priests and Levites be 
regarded as a tax, and not, rather, as a quit rent imposed by 
God on the tribes, in return for their enjoyment of the land, 
and ordered by Him to be paid to His representatives, who 
had no other support. 

This simplicity in social organization characterized private 
life no less than public. As each village was self-complete 
and independent, except in its shadowy relation to the chief 
of the tribe, so each family had within itself nearly all it 

t TOI, i I xlvL 
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required. Much that seems indispensable to us was as un- 
known and useless as it is to the Bedouin of to-day. Of our 
artificial tastes^ our refinements of luxury and of the table, 
the Hebrews knew nothing. There was no working class 
among them ; and only here and there the few crafts needed 
for their elementary wants. All lived on the produce of the 
field or flock. The wheat had been grown by the house- 
holder himself ; the flesh and milk of his sheep or goats, 
and the fruit of his vine or fig tree, were his constant food. 
His clothes were spun, woven, and sewed by the women of 
the household, and they baked his bread and cooked his 
meals ; there were no arts or trades, no shoemakers, bakers, 
grocers, or butchers; only farmers and shepherds. Com- 
merce was limited to an occasional exchange of the produce 
of the land, or of the flock, with the busy Phoenicians or 
with passing caravans, for some rich cloth or jewels, or for 
arms, or articles of utility. The community was as inde- 
pendent in the wants of life as in government. 

Nor were there any special arrangements such as we have, 
to maintain peace and order. There were neither judges to 
dispense justice, police to guard the laws, nor court-houses 
for the trial of offenders. The elders of each petty com- 
munity decided cases at the gate of the village or town, and 
the execution of their sentences was carried out by those in- 
terested, without the intervention of public officers. In the 
same way private transactions were settled at the gate, with- 
out lawyers and without writing, but before the inhabitants, 
who served as witnesses.* 

In only two cases was a higher authority than the heads 
of families or clans felt to be needed : in difficult legal ques- 
tions, and in the event of war. For the first of these Moses 
»QeiLXxm.81L Baihiv.lfl. See vol. L i». 868. 
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had provided, but nothing had been determined as regarded 
the other. 

If the elders could not settle any special dispute, or if 
their decision were questioned, recourse was to be had to the 
priests ; * the only rule, in the Mosaic legislation, which in 
any measure bound the whole nation together in their civil 
relations. But, as has been said, no provision was made in 
reference to war. There was no standing army, and the 
endless subdivision of the community into independent frag- 
ments made one, in our sense, impossible. Professional sol- 
diers, in fact, did not exist, nor was there any disciplined 
force whatever. If the country were invaded, each man 
armed himself as he could, and followed the head of his 
village, who led his contingent to the rallying place of the 
clan ; perhaps at some point where all the other clans of 
the same tribe were to meet ; but in such hasty gatherings, 
when those only who chose assembled, there was neither 
gradation of rank nor any military order. Organized bat- 
talions, payment of troops, uniform, commissariat, or strat- 
egy were alike unknown. Force or surprise were the only 
military conceptions. Each man supplied his own food," or 
got it by plunder, or by a requisition of the band on some 
town or individual.* Thei*e was no provision for any length- 
ened campaign, such as ancient militia undertook in English 
civil wars or in France, and hence there could be nothing 
more than mere raids or forays, like those of the Bedouins 
of to-day ; swift marches, ending in an attack or surprise, 
followed by a dispersion of the force to their respective 
homes. 

In such an utter disintegration of the community — Home 
Eule" carried to the sublime — no one, in ordinary times, 

> Dtoi. sril. S-lt. • 1 SMB. xrii. 17. * Jadg riii. 5 . i Sam xzr. 11, 
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could claim the chief authority, and each individual did 
y what was right in his own eyes.^^ * Patriotism, in a large 
sense, could scarcely exist, where each village was entirely 
self-governing, and absorbed the interests of its population. 
It was only when oppression had become unendurable, that 
some spirit nobler than the crowd, raising a cry for united 
action against the enemy, was able to rouse his neighbour- 
hood, or perhaps a large district^o common action, in which 
he, necessarily, was the leader.f Such a hero was forthwith 
accepted as a Judge, though he was rather a military 
leader \ the peculiar title rising doubtless from the constant 
union T)f supreme judicial authority, in the East, with the 
highest power. But those only who pleased gathered round 
him, under the immediate leadership of their own chiefs of 
villages, clans, and tribes.* His power over such volunteers 
depended, moreover, on their pleasure or on his skill in the 
management of men. If,jvictjiiiQus, he could speak as a 
master, but before the battle he could do little more than 
persuade.® Even this authority, moreover, passed away with 
the public danger ; for the momentary union of the people 
at large ceased when no longer necessary, and all, including 
the liberator himself, returned to their homes and their pri- 
vate affairs. The Judge no longer ruled, because, except in 
times of war, there were no public interests to protect or 
advance. Yet he could hardly be said to sink into private 
life, for his fame commanded respect and guaranteed peace, 
and he was naturally consulted in cases of difficulty, as one 
whose wisdom or influence claimed recognition. But he 
had no defined authority, and was only the first and most 
honoured citizen of the community.* 

I Dent. xif. 8. > Jndg. t. S,a 

* Vigoaroux, toI. liL pp. 47, 48. 


• Jndg. 1. 8 ; vlii. 15-17. 
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In the early ages of the Hebrew settlement in Palestine 
the popular aversion to the authority of any one individual 
over the nation was universal and profound. So accustomed 
were they to the Arab tribal or clan and sub-clan organiza- 
tion of their ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, that 
ev en Jos hua, after the conquest and division of the land — 
notwithstanding the exceptional position he had held as 
their divinely appointed head — ^recognized it as only tempo- 
rary and for a given end, and retired to his inheritance at 
Timnath-serah, appointing no successor to his dignities, and 
claiming no rank for his family, but spending his closing 
years in modest privacy, occupied only with his personal 
affairs. Henceforth, indeed, we find him claiming no higher 
authority than to gather the tribes together after the lapse 
of years,* when his end was approaching, to remind them of 
the benefits with which God had loaded them, and to induce 
them to renew their covenant with Him. Nor was this dis- 
like to central authority easily overcome even by the experi- 
ence of ages of trouble, caused by disunion and consequent 
weakness. When Saul was chosen as king, the hereditary 
Arab instincts were still so strong, that he himself saw at 
first no more in his new dignity than that of chief of the 
army sent against Ammon, and took for granted, when the 
war was over, that he should return to his plough and his 
fields.* During the first year of his reign, indeed, he was 
more a Judge than a king, for he had not a perma- 
nent force, or an administration, or royal revenues, or a 
capital, and exercised no other functions than to defend the 
country against its enemies. It was long before he had a 
rude court, and the nucleus of his army was only slowly 
formed as the community passed, by imperceptible degrees, 

> Josh, zxiii. 1 ; see p. 600. > 1 Sam. x. 26 ; zi. 6. 
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from the loose and barbarous system of tribal or clan govern- 
ment to that of royalty. Nor do the exceptional cases of 
Jephthah and Gideon, in one of which power for life was 
demanded, and in the other offered, form any real contra- 
diction to this characteristic.^ Public opinion in the days 
of those heroes was slowly coming round to favour centrali- 
zation, but still wavered till the days of Saul. 

It must not be thought, moreover, that the Jud^ges ruled 
over all the tribes, at least till the time of Eli and Samuel. 
Thei ^ office "wa s strictly military, for their very name in 
Hebrew — Shofetim— means saviours ” or liberators, a 
title borne in later days by the chief magistrates of the 
Carthaginians, who were known as Sufetes. None of them, 
except Othniel, seem to have ruled over Judah and Simeon. 
Deborah is the heroine and prophetess only of the northern 
tribes. Gideon is the liberator of the centre of Palestine ; 
Jephthah, of the districts beyond the Jordan ; and Samso n 
does not a ppear to have had authority over even his own 
tribe of Dan, but appears as Judge only in virtue of his per- 
sonal exploits.® 

To such a primitive condition of society, the calamities 
are, no doubt, to be attributed, which so often led to the 
rise of dictators, in the person of successive Judges. 
The tribes, which were too weak to resist oppression when 
they acted singly, would have been too strong to be attacked 
had they been united. But the long retention of their Arab 
fondness for tribal government was not without its wise pur- 
pose in the arrangements of Providence. Their religious 
development demanded isolation from their neighbours, and 
was secured, among other means, by their being placed in a 

> Jadg. vili. 22 ; xi. 9. 

• Jodg. XT. 10-18. Bwald, vol. ii. pp. 516, 518, 
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country secluded from the outer world by the desert, on the 
south and east ; by their forced restriction to the mountain 
districts far from the Mediterranean, on the west ; and by 
the barrier of the Lebanon range, on the north. They were 
thus guarded, as far as possible, from intercourse with 
heathenism, and had only to blame their own supineness 
for isolated remains of it having been left in their midst, 
through their failure in carrying out energetically the com- 
mand of God to sweep it from the land, while the enthusi- 
asm of their first attack was still at its height, and the dread 
of them paralyzed resistance. But, not contented with even 
such care, to protect them from corrupting influences, God 
had specially discountenanced their having a monarchy like 
that of the nations round He, Himself, promising to be 
their Strength and Deliverer, and even proclaiming Himself 
expressly their King.* Nothing could impress on them 
more vividly this dependence on Him, than their helplessness 
against their enemies when they forsook Him, and their re- 
peated deliverance by instruments whom He raised up, when 
they once more penitently sought His aid. It was, more- 
over, a great safeguard to them, that they escaped the cor- 
rupting influence of a strong central power, which, in all 
probability, would have favoured idolatry, for when they at 
last adopted monarchy, th eir ki ngs, as a rule, set the exam- 
ple of apostasy ; only three or four, out of more than forty, 
who reigned over Judah or Israel, remaining true to Jeho- 
vah, and the fashion thus set by a court naturally spread 
through the whole land. The isolation of tribal govern- 
ment, on the other hand, limited religious defection to re- 
stricted areas, and made it possible for the people to recover 

1 Bxod. XT. 18; xriii. 19. Dent xxxUL a Jvdg. tUI. 98. 1 ftynr TiiL 7IL 

* IBam. X.19; xiLlt. 
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themselves from it, again and again, by the healthy influence 
of neighbouring districts still true to the ancient faith. 

The religion of the Canaanites was a terrible snare for a 
people whose fathers had lived amidst the idolatry of the 
Nile, and who had since received a spiritual religion in 
which every idolatrous emblem was forbidden. In the early 
ages of the world suc h, a lofty conceptio^n as the worship of 
an unse e ^God was beyond ordinary grasp, and opposed to 
every mode of thought. There was no idea of life or power 
apart from matter, whether purer or more gross. Every 
result above, around, beneath ; every expression of power by 
any natural law, was ascribed to a living source and cause. 
The wave, the leaf, the wind, the star were more or less 
alive, aB»we ourselves are ; higher powers than those of man 
disclosing themselves in each. In Palestine, the idolatry 
prevailing was that which from the Euphrates had spread 
over Western Asia. The sun, under different names ; the 
moon, and the planets, were the great gods, presiding over 
all nature and over human affairs. The sun and moon, as- 
sociated, in the phenomena of the seasons, with the wonders 
of reproduction in every form, had become the symbols of a 
worship in which this was the leading thought. Impurity 
in the coarsest forms, was the natural result. Sensuality 
became part of religion, till Sodom and its wickedness came 
to be the unexaggerated picture of Oanaanite worship as a 
whole. How terribly seductive such a glorification of the 
passions must have been, in such a climate, we see in the 
catastrophe of Baal-peor, and how hard it would be to keep 
a rude people, in the face of such a religion, to the height of 
a faith so pure and lofty as that of Moses. While we may 
blame Israel, therefore, for its repeated falls, the blame may 
well be mingled with pity. 

VOL. n.-« 
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The chief god of the Canaanites was Baal — the sun — who 
was worshipped under different names. In one part he was 
Moloch, in another, Chemosh, but his worship was every- 
where alike, fierce and cruel. His consort, Ashtaroth, the 
Babylonian goddess Istar, the goddess of love, worshipped as 
the morning star Venus,^ and, perhaps, also, as the moon — 
the Greeks translating her name Astarte — fostered abomina- 
tions in her worship, almost inconceivable in our times. 
Erech was her chief city, and there she had, attached to her 
temple, choirs of festival-girls, and troops of consecrated 
maidens, all recognized as harlots, whose pay went to the 
temple treasury ; and crowds of priests — the festival mak- 
ers who had devoted their manhood ” — that is, emasculated 
themselves — that men might adore the goddess,^^ and 
these, in their rites, carried swords, and razors, and flint 
knives,” who in the wild frenzy of the sacred rites desired to 
dedicate themselves to the goddess, by self-mutilation, or to 
hack themselves as was done by the priests, in Elijah’s time, 
at Carmel. Besides Ashtaroth, moreover, there was Asherah, 
another form of the worship of sensuality, for, though the 
word is usually translated grove” in our version, it was 
the name of a goddess. The influence of such worship on 
Israel was very hurtful even in the times of the Judges, 
though it seems chiefly to have affected those portions of the 
people who came into contact with the isolated native com- 
munities still surviving in the Hebrew territory, or in the 
districts round it. The bulk of the nation, living quietly in 
their upland valleys, and shut off from communication with 
strangers, appear, however, rather to have fallen into relig- 
ious apathy, and a half idolatry of their own, than to have 
adopted the idols of their neighbours. The grand success of 

^ Ab the evening star, Venus '' was the goddess Beltis. KJLT.f 178. 
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the reformation achieved by Samuel, ^nd such glimpses of 
Hebrew life as are given in the Book of Ruth, seem to 
imply that, as a whole, there was always a latent spiritual 
life in the mass of the people, needing only to be roused 
and purified. It was not till the later days of the Kings 
that foreign idolatry gained a strong footing in Israel at 
large. Through the whole time of the Judges the slumber- 
ing sensibility of the multitude was ever ready in times 
of public excitement to flame up into zeal for Jehovah, 
in answer to a fitting appeal. So it was under Deborah and 
Gideon, to mention no others, and so it continued for 
centuries later. 

The want of a leader after Joshua’s death, and the break- 
ing up of the tribes into separate communities, naturally 
checked the career of conquest, for the strength of indi- 
vidual tribes was unequal to the lasting subjugation of the 
Canaanites in their respective bounds. Gradually, therefore, 
the sword was sheathed, and friendly relations sought with 
those whom they had been commissioned to drive out of the 
land. Kor were the Phoenicians and other Canaanite peo- 
ples displeased with a condition of things which left the 
caravan roads open for the commerce to which they were 
devoted. The conquerors were, in fact, being gradually 
conquered in their turn, by too close intimacy with their 
heathen neighbours. The language of the Hebrews was 
almost, if not quite, the same as theirs,^ and there was not a 
little in some of their modes of thought and expression in 
religious matters that sounded very like those familiar in 
Israel. The Moabite stone speaks of Chemosh as saving 
the king ‘^from all his enemies, and giving him his desire 

> Thus Rahab speaks freely with the spies, and we never hear of any difficnlty 
afterwards. The Hebrews had adopted ‘'the Jan^^age of Canaan," as long ago as 
Abraham's day, and bad abandoned the use of their native Aramaic. See vol. i. p. 839. 
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on all them that hated him." * He is said to be angry 
with Moab/" as Jehovah is spoken of as being angry with 
Israel,”* and national calamities are directly ascribed to 
this. He is described as commanding Ki]ig Mesha to go 
up against Israel,” as Israel is required by Jehovah to go 
up against the Canaanites.” ® Baal and Astarte, in their 
multiplied local titles, would doubtless be regarded as only 
different presentations of the same God — ^^the Creator of 
the Universe.” The very names given to children by Israel- 
ite and Canaanite mothers were often strangely alike. Both 
had Eleazar, God has helped,” and Nathanael, God has 
given.” If Jonathan meant Jehovah has given,” Baal-jo- 
than was its equivalent in the language of the country. The 
Hebrew name Hanniel, the favour of God,” had its counter- 
part in Hannibal, ^"the favour of Baal.” With so much in 
common, especially the use of the same language, it seems 
less strange that some of the Hebrews should so readily have 
> grafted the heathenism around on the worship of Jehovah, 
especially as the Levitical system was evidently much in 
abeyance for the first centuries after the conquest. Altars 
of Baal, or Ashtoreth, moreover, were numerous on every 
side — on the hill-tops, and on artificial mounds ; * in groves 
on the hill slopes ; under green trees elsewhere ; in valleys ; 
at the gates and market-places of the towns, and on the flat 
house-tops ; * while their temples adorned every considerable 
place. To minds alive to the lofty purity and spirituality 
of the Hebrew religion there might, indeed, be no danger 
of confounding it with the materialism and grossness of 
Canaanite idolatry. But when we remember how many, even 
in our pTO^age, think they can reconcile a pantheistic coju ^ 

* See Pb. liY. 7 ; lix. 10 ; xcii 11, * 2 Kings xvll. 18. • Judg. t K 

* 1 Kings xL 7. 2 Chron. xxxlll. 19. Bwald, wl. ill. p. 418. 

•neaLxILS. Joi. vlL 81 ; xL 18 ; xxzU. 
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fusion of God and nature, with a profession of Christianity, 
it is less to be wondered at that the ignorant and simple 
of such a remote age — married as many of them were to 
Canaanite wives devoted to Ashtoreth — should have made a 
fatal compromise between the worship of Baal, the Sun- 
god, the Lord of all," and Jehovah. Their fathers had 
accepted even so gross a symbol of the true God, as the 
golden calf. 

The craving for quiet to enjoy the rich inheritance on 
which they had entered, must, also, have tended greatly 
to lower the tone of feeling in Israel. The long wilderness 
life gave an unspeakable relish to the comforts of a settled 
home ; especially in a community that had so entirely aban- 
doned the Arab tastes of their fathers in this respect, that, 
even after forty years in the desert, they were eager to have 
fixed abodes instead of moving tents. This selfish love of 
ease, indeed, often left neighbouring tribes unaided in theii 
struggle with native or foreign enemies. Familiar relations 
were cultivated with their neighbours, and intermarriages 
became common ; Israelites t akin g Canaanite wives, and giv- 
ing their daughters to Canaanite husbands.* Such mixed 
marriages doubtless were more frequent in the border dis- 
tricts, to which peace was vital ; but what part had not native 
communities within its own bounds ? Asher, Kaphtali, 
Zebulon, and especially Issachar, living as it did on Esdrae- 
lon, almost as subjects of the Canaanites, may have been 
more exposed than some others to this danger ; but Ephraim 
and Manasseh must have had constant intercourse with the 
Canaanites of the plain oJE. Sharon ; and the heathen Jebu- 
sites* held Jerusalem, in the tqrritqry^q^ Benjamm. In 

1 Jndg. iii. 6. 

* Jehnsites— Lengerke translatefi the namesTreaders under foot Others, ** the 
trodikfti down,'* either of a people by war, or of a threehing floor. 
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Dan^ we find Samson taking a Philistine wife ; and in Judah, 
Absalom^s general, Amasa, far later, was the son of an 
Ishmaelite and a Hebrew woman.* David himself, indeed, 
married the daughter of Talmai, the chief of Geshur, on 
the north-east of Bashan ; and these must only have been 
illustrations of an ordinary rule. But in the tribes beyond 
the Jordan, with their exceptional preference of Arab tent- 
life, intermarriages with the daughters of Moab and Ammon 
were, doubtless, very common ; related as these peoples were 
to them in blood. Levi appears to have kept itself purest, 
but even in it, Moses, himself, had set the example by 
marrying a Cushite wife, and it may be taken for granted 
that each of the tribes had among them numerous children 
of the foreign multitude who had come with their fathers 
from Egypt. 

From intermarriage with the heathen to taking part in 
their idolatrous worship was only a step. The Canaanites 
had already holy places for sacrifice or pilgrimage, to which 
were attached legends powerful in their influence over igno- 
rant minds. Some of the hiUs and valleys on the bounds 
of Israel had long been held sacred. Mount Carmel had for 
ages been the seat of one oracle,* and Mount Tabor boasted 
another.* At the foot of Hermon was the famous temple of 
Baal Gad — ^the god of good fortune. The names of Babylo- 
nian deities are found, indeed, in Palestine and the adjoin- 
ing Semitic lands. Nebo, the Babylonian god of prophecy 
and literature, gave his name to towns in the territory of 
Beuben and Judah, as well as to the Moabite mountain, on 
which Moses breathed his last. Anu, the Babylonian 
of heaven, and his female consort Anatu, reappear in Beth 

> 2 Sam. xvii. 25. 1 Chron. ii 17. > Baomer, FaUUhna, p. 45. 

* Mdven, voL L pp. 26, 671. 
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Anati — '^the Temple of Anatu^^ — and in Anathoth, the 
birthplace of Jeremiah, while Sinai itself is only ^^the 
Mountain of Sin”— the Moon-god. Bethel, in Benjamin, 
was an ancient sanctuary and a place of pilgrimage.* Possi- 
bly the aliens who had come up with Israel from Egypt may 
have favoured these places first ; but, if so, they soon found 
many to follow them. Hence Jehovah-worship was merged, 
at least here and there, in the prevailing idolatry. They 
served the idols (of the Canaanites). Yea, they sacrificed 
their sons and their daughters to Shedim (ox-gods),* and 
shed innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and daugh- 
ters, whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan, and the 
land was polluted with blood.” * 

The Sanctuary at Shiloh, where priests and Levites minis- 
tered, was remote from many of the tribes, and lay, besides, 
in the territory of Ephraim ; a people disliked for their 
pride and selfishness. In the general anarchy of tribal 
division and patriarchal rule, private altars were erected by 
individuals. The Levites, who should have settled as the 
public teachers of religion in their own cities, were inade- 
quately provided for, and had to wander whither they could 
for a living. The story of Micah illustrates the age in this 
and otlier particulars. His house stood on one of the green 
hills of Ephraim, and he has dedicated to Jehovah 1,100 
shekels of silver, which he had stolen for the purpose, from 
his mother.^ Both, however, agreed to their appropriation 
to religious uses, such as their ideas dictated. The house be- 


> Graetz. toI. i. p. 101. 

^ GtesemuB, Lex , , 8tli edition. Baal is called the ** heifer Baal '' in Tobit i. 5. 

* Ps cvi. 36-38. 

* EOhler thinks that the images were made with 200 shekels of the stolen money, 
devoted to Jehovah on her son restoring the 1,100, and confessing his theft. Lehr^ 
buchj vol. ii. p. 66. 
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comes almost a castle,* and a chamber in it, called a House 
of God,'" is set apart as a temple, in which are set up two 
silyer images, one sculptured and one molten, clothed in a 
mask and the priestly mantle called an ephod, to resemble 
as nearly as possible the Oracle at Shiloh.* No Levite being 
available, a son of the house is installed as priest, and this 
strange medley of heathenism and Jehovah- worship forth- 
with goes on with all sincerity. A wandering Levite, how- 
ever, who proves to be a grandson of Moses,® comes to 
Micah's house, from Bethlehem Judah, in search of employ- 
ment, and is appointed priest for the poor reward of ten 
silver shekels a year and a suit of clothes. 

But, ere long, the tribe of Dan, feeling themselves 
cramped up in too narrow bounds, as already noticed, send 
off five men in search of new settlements, and these, as they 
approach Micah's house, are arrested by the sound of a well- 
known voice, which proves to be that of the Levite. Ask- 
ing him, Who brought him hither ? and how much be 
made in this place ? and what he had to do here ? " he tells 
them his strange story, and how Micah feels sure that Je- 
hovah will now do him good when he has a Levite for priest. 
They learn also about the sacred images he has in his care, 
and presently pass on. 


1 The word for “gate,” Jadg. xvili. 16, Ib never used of that of a honse— always of 
that of the enclosing wall of a town or fortress. 

* Stanley’s Jewish Clvureh^ vol i. p 295. Of the two images, one, apparently as 
large as a man, was csWe^Teraphim (the plural Terapfdm is translated “ an image 
in 1 Sam. xiz. 8, 16 ; the singnlar is never nsed in Scripture), from its mask, and 
Eplwd^ from its mantle. Such images were used a^ Oracles tZech x 2), and as ap- 
purtenances of public worship (llos. iii 4) ; but the custom was finally put down by 
Jo-iah (2 Kings xxlii 24). See Ewald’s AUerthumer, pp. 256-8. 

* Judg. xviii. 80. The name Moses lias been changed by the Babble to Hanasseh, 
to bide the fact that a gramison of then great legislator had fallen so low. In the 
Hebrew text the word translated Mana^seh is written MVSH Without the N Inserted 
above by the Babbis it reads Moses. The Vulgate has Moses. The Septnagint* 
ManaBBCii thankn to its aathora being Jews. 
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Returning the same way, however, some time after, as the 
guides of six hundred of their clansmen towards the north, 
they bring them to Micah^s house. They, too, would like 
to have the Levite as their priest, and the precious images 
would he of priceless value, as a protection in their new 
homes. They determine, therefore, to rob Micah of his 
treasures, and to induce the Levite to join their fortunes. 
His house was at ^jj ^h^s ga teway, and there the six hun- 
dred gather, talking with their old neighbour, while the five 
men steal into Micah^s sacred chamber, and having brought 
out both the images and the teraphim and ephod, are far off 
with them, in company with the Levite and their six hun- 
dred brethren, before the loss is discovered. Their new 
ecclesiastic had indeed some faint scruples about going with 
them, but these quickly yielded before a promise that he 
should be priest, not of a single house, but to a whole tribe 
and family in Israel, ‘ 

Thus, in the years following Joshua^s death, the ministers 
of religion were both poor and strangely scattered over the 
land ; no general system of public worship had been set up, 
and the gravest corruptions had already taken root. It is 
not, therefore, surprising that the hill-tops were soon marked 
by altars, alongside which the sharp-pointed stone symbols 
of Baal were raised. Some in the northern tribes wor- 
shipped the Phoenician or Syrian Baal and Astarte ; and 
many beyond the Jordan gave themselves up to honour 
Chemosh and Moloch, the gods jjf Moab an^ Ammon. In 
the more southern parts, bordering on the Maritime Plain, 
Dagqn, the god of the Philistines, had many adherents ; 
and, ever3rwhere, house gods, under the old name of tera- 
phim, were consulted as oracles, as in the case of Mieah^s 

1 jTidg. z?iii. 14-19. 
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Levite. Jehovah was still acknowledged, but He, also, was 
represented by an image. A wild confusion of ideas, in fact, 
prevailed, in keeping with an age when everything was un- 
settled, and lawlessness in common life reacted in every 
direction. Old modes of thought, still surviving from the 
days of Egypt, or revived by contact with the idolatry 
around, mixed themselves up with the new and lofty con- 
ceptions learned from Moses — their incompatibility not hav- 
ing yet been realized. So heathen in their feelings, indeed, 
did many become, as often, like the Canaanites, to name 
their children after the idols. Thus, a son of Saul* was 
known as Ishbaal — ^^the man of Baal;^^ while two of his 
sons and one of his grandsons have names ending in Bosheth 
— shame, a word used by the Jews as a contemptuous 
substitute for Ashtoreth.’ 

In these wild times, however, the recollection of the won- 
derful story of the Exodus, Sinai, and the wilderness, still 
lingered in many minds, and kept them true to Jehovah. 
Indeed, if the inscription on the famous Samaritan Penta- 
teuch, not the only similar one existing, be genuine, some 
faithful souls still honoured the Law by diligently tran- 
scribing it for wider use. On the back of that ancient MS. 
one reads with awe the words ; I, Abishuah, son of Phine- 
has, son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, the favour of 
Jehovah be on them — for His glory I have written this holy 
Torah (copy of the Law), in the entrance of the Tabernacle 
of the Congregation, on Mount Gerizim, even Bethel, in the 
thirteenth year of the possession by the childBen of Israel of 
the land of Canaan and all its boundaries. I thank the 

i 

> 1 Chron. ix. 39. Jernbbaal, the name taken by Gideon, means, like Meribbaal, 
the B<m of Jonathan (1 Chron. lx. 40), ** a contender against Baal.** 

> Ealiach. 



THE TIME OP THE JUDGES. 


623 


Lord."* Another Samaritan MS., has, at the end of Gen- 
esis, the following note, which is equally startling : This 
holy Torah has been made by a wise, valiant, and great son, 
a good, a beloved, and an understanding leader, a master 
of all knowledge, by Shelomo, son of Saba, a valiant man, 
leader of the congregation by his knowledge and his under- 
standing ; and he was a righteous man, an interpreter of the 
Torah, a father of blessings — of the sons of Nun — may the 
Lord be merciful to them ! — and it was appointed to be 
dedicated holy to the Lord, that they might read therein 
with fear and prayer in the House of the High priesthood — 
in the seventh month, the tenth day ; and this was done be- 
fore me, and I am Ithamar, son of Aaron, son of Ithamar 
the High Priest : may the Lord renew his strength ! 
Amen."® Nor could there have been wanting those who 
recalled to the multitade the glorious past, and reproved 
the degradation into which some of their brethren had 
fallen. Among the Levites who guarded the Tabernacle 
and the Ark at Shiloh, some, no doubt, lifted their voices 
against the evil around them. Such a messenger of God"* 
we find living at Gilgal, and making his appearance at an 
assembly of the people at Bethel, reproaching them for hav- 
ing forsaken their covenant with Jehovah, and for having 
made one with idols ; and tracing to this unfaithfulness 
all the calamities they were suffering at the hands of the 
Canaanites.* Nor was it without significance that enough 

^ Tent Work, p. 96. The Rer M. L5wy recently made this entry the subject of a 
paper read before the Society of Biblical Archieology. 

* Tent Work, p. 87. 

* The Speaker's Comm, reads, ** The Angel of Jehovah, '' but Bertheau and De Wette 
translate it as above ; so do Zunz, Ewald, and Panins Casscl. That the inhabitants 
of Canaan were not to be driven out before them, becaose of their sins, is the ground 
of their sorrow. 

« Jndg. ii.llL 
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sensibility still remained in those who heard him, to melt 
them to tears at such words. But, unhappily, their sorrow 
was only passing. 

In Shiloh itself, the religious centre of the tribes, there 
seems to have been no more provision for the moral instruc- 
tion of the nation, than amongst the scattered Levites. 
Sacrifices were offered to Jehovah as, in the Canaanite 
towns, to Baal or Astarte ; but we have no indications that 
the priests^ lips kept knowledge, or that they sought teach- 
ing at His mouth. * The Ark, with its priceless treasure of 
the two Tables, was regarded rather as a defence against the 
enemy in the field, than as a source of instruction. After 
the harvest, at the time of the gathering of the grapes, the 
people were wont, in larger or smaller numbers, to assemble 
at the Tabernacle with their wives and children,* at a yearly 
feast or Haj. The fathers brought an offering ; after pre- 
senting part of which on the altar, the priest got his portion, 
and the rest served for a feast in the family circle. Dances 
followed among the vineyards round, but there is no trace 
of^ny loftier religious service. 

fThis gloomy time lasted through generations ; for, from 
the death of Joshua to the election of Saul, was a period 
of over 400 years.* j With warlike neighbours round them, 
eager to reconquer so fair a land, it could not fail to bring 
frequent peril, and even disaster. Again and again, whole 
districts were attacked, spoiled, and even reduced to helpless 
submission — their brethren quietly looking on, intent only 
on their own interests. But such trouble ultimately served 
its end as a wholesome discipline, recalling the sufferers to 
their ancient faith, which thus, in the end, became fixed in 

> Ifal. ii. 7. * Judg. xxl. 19. 1 Sam. i. 8. 

* The exact time is fixed varioosly by different anthoritiee— some thinktng it 480 
years, others 480, sad so on, bat aU agree that it was oyer 400 years long. 
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the national heart. When the need was greatest, men always 
moreover rose, in the providence of God, who, by heroic 
devotion, delivered the section of their brethren oppressed 
for the time, and indicated God^s faithfulness to the race. 
These were the Judges or Saviours’^ of Israel. 



CHAPTER XV. 


THE JUDGES. 

The religious enthusiasm in Israel, kindled by Moses 
during the wilderness life, and intensified by the incidents 
of the conquest, survived, in a measure, during the remain- 
ing years of Joshua, and even of the elders who survived 
him, and ^^had known all the works of Jehovah that He 
had done for the jiation," through its second great leader. 
Gradually, however, as the generation passed away that had 
seen the great deeds of these first days, and the miraculous 
help God had vouchsafed Israel, lower influences came into 
play, and the high tone of the past was forgotten. Eleazar 
the high priest, the son and successor of Aaron, had died 
about the same time as Joshua,* and was buried, as it would 
seem, about four miles outside the valley of Shechem, on the 
spur of one of the hills of Ephraim, known as the hill of 
Phinehas ; the name of the illustrious son having taken the 
place of that of his father. In the entrance of Eleazar to 
the Holy Land we have, in addition to Joshua and Caleb, a 
thhd person of the generation of the Exodus who crossed the 
Jordan. Perhaps he was spared as the high priest ; or are 
the words respecting that generation dying in the wilderness 
to be taken in a general, not a literal sense ? 

Gonder identifies the hill of Phinehas as the spot on which 
the present village Awertah stands, in the plain outside the 


I JosephuB, V. 1. 99. 
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valley of Shechem, on the east side of the chain of hills of 
which Ebal and Gerizim are a part. The tomb of Eleazar 
is ^^a rude structure of masonry in a court open to the air.” 
It is eighteen feet long, plastered all over, and shaded by a 
splendid terebinth. That of Phinehas, his son, which is 
near, is apparently an older building, and the walls of its 
court have an arcade of round arches, now supporting a 
trellis, covered with a grape-vine, and the floor is paved. ‘ 
This famous high priest, consecrated as the second from 
Aaron, according to the Rabbis the son of a Midianite 
mother,* became, in a measure, the successor of Joshua. 
Full of fiery zeal, and sternly uncompromising in his de- 
votion to Jehovah, he had already in his youth signalized 
himself by the act which put a close to the licentious out- 
burst at Baal-peor, and stopped the plague then destroying 
the camp. Henceforward, he became a noted and foremost 
man in Israel, especially as the heir to the high priesthood, 
and from the special commendation vouchsafed him by 
Jehovah. As much soldier as priest, it was he who led the 
avenging host against Midian, taking with him the sacred 
Ark.® Though in a nominally inferior position till his 
father^s death, it is nevertheless he, rather than Eleazar, who 
seems to have been the moving spirit in the maintenance of 
the old religious fervour and strictness during the ever 
darkening times. Thus we see him the commander of the 
Levite guard of the Tabernacle and camp, and, when the 
Benjamites had committed an act of atjocipus immorality, 
it was he who gave the command to prosecute the war ^inpt 
them which ended in their being almost exterminated.^ At 
an earlier time, when the Reubenites had built a huge altar 


» Tent Worh, p. 41. 
* Num xxxl. 6. 


* Wagoneeil'B Soto, yol. vUL p. ft. 

* Jodg. XX. 28. 
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on some height on the western edge of the Jordan/ it was 
Phinehas who headed the deputation to remonstrate with 
them, and only their earnest deprecation of any design to 
forsake Jehovah kept him from making it the occasion of 
the first great civil war.* So great was his courage, says 
Josephus, ^^and so remarkable his bodily s^ength, that he 
would never relinquish any undertaking, however difficult 
or dangerous, without gaining a complete victory. It had 
been divinely promised that the high priesthood should con- 
tinue in his family, and this was literally fulfilled. It was 
interrupted, indeed, when Eli, of the race of Ithamar, was 
priest, but the line of Phinehas resumed the dignity in the 
person of Zadok, Solomon^s high priest, and continued to 
hold it till the fall of Jerusalem.* It has been thought that 
his name — Phinehas — was an Egyptian word, thus making 
it the last trace of the sojourn of Israel in the Nile Valley, 
but this seems a mere fancy, since the derivation from a 
Hebrew root is much more satisfactory, especially in its 
meaning, which, from this source, would be Oracle 
Mouth," or Mouth of Brass," as Chrysostom means 

golden mouth," yet it is not without interest to learn 
that the name of the mother of Phinehas, Putiel, is formed 
of the Egyptian word Puti or Poti, devoted to, and the 
Hebrew word El, God.* 

After a time, however, Phinehas died, and with him the 
age of stern fidelity to the national covenant with Jehovah 
seems to have come to a close. Weary with years of strug- 
gle ; satisfied with what they had acquired ; tempted to seek 
friendship with the Canaanites by the similarity of language, 
the opportunities of profit, the seductions of neighbourhood, 


i Joeh xxii. 10. 

• 1 Ctaron. xvi. 80-4a 


* JodL zxii. 10-M. 

• Voglle'f Jruerlptioru SSntstiffUM, p, las. 
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by their own want of military science, and by the weakness 
of tribal division ; their warlike feelings gave way to a desire 
for ease and quiet. 

It was, indeed, humanly speaking, only what might have 
been expected. The Phoenicians and other Canaanites 
could, doubtless, have been overwhelmed, had the tribes 
remained united under a competent leader, and had the 
burning enthusiasm of the first attack been utilized to carry 
out the war to the uttermost. But the resignation of his 
high office, as Dictator, by Joshua, and the dispersion of the 
tribes to their respective territories, let the golden oppor- 
tunity pass, never to return. The rush of invasion had 
already spent its force, and now the rods which could not 
even be bent when united, were easily broken in detail when 
apart.* The strength of the Phoenicians was, in fact, out of 
proportion to that of Israel. In Joshua's days they still paid 
tribute to Egypt as they had done for 400 years before, 
enjoying in return a monopoly of the Eg 3 rptian trade, which 
they had developed with great energy. Their progress in 
the ^gean Sea had been arrested by the growing power of 
the Greeks and other races, but they still retained various 
islands, as the outposts of their foreign commerce. They 
had already reached Sicily, Malta, and the distant northern 
coast of Africa, and had everywhere planted trading fac- 
tories, like those of the European nations in modern times 
in India ; and these colonies may very probably have been 
strengthened by an extensive emigration from Palestine, to 
escape the terror of Joshua's sword.* But even these far- 

> God had from the first said that He would drive out the native popnlations by 
** little and little/* and not ‘*in one year/* “lest the land become desolate, and the 
b^i^sloM^ field maltiply against** Israel. Bxod. xxiil. 90 

* See page 462. Maspero believes that the monumental inscription, recording the 
flight of Canaanites to Africa, was genuine. IRtioire Andenm^ p. 392. 

VOL.n~84 
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scattered settlements did not mark the limits of their com- 
mercial enterprises, for this was the time when, as Hum- 
boldt says, their flag waved at once in Britain and in the 
Indian Ocean.* 

The vast wealth of Sidon and the other native towns 
must have been eagerly coveted by the Israelites, but it was 
beyond their reach. They could not stand up against the 
disciplined, variously armed battalions of the lowlands, in 
their coats of mail, and dreaded their terrible iron chariots. 
Giving up the hope, therefore, ere long, of mastering the 
broad and rich sea-coast plains, they kept to the hills ; but, as 
the passes by which commerce flowed to Egypt, Arabia, Baby- 
lon, and Assyria, ran through these, the Phoenicians were 
more than willing to live quietly with those who commanded 
them. Hence the Israelites were allowed to settle in their 
towns ; * very likely with some conditions of dependence, 
though still living apart, and adhering, in the main, to 
their own laws and customs. The inland Canaanite popu- 
lations, moreover, which survived Joshua^s terrible onset, 
soon recovered from their depression, and became in turn 
the assailants. Their troubles had, in fact, regenerated the 
remnant of the nation, and kindled a desperate resolution, 
before which the Hebrews, very soon, quailed. Even the 
usually unwarlike Sidonians indeed, after a time became 
more or less their masters, selling them abroad slaves 
when in debt, and treating them at home as serfs,* till the 
soul of the Lord was grieved for their misery.” 

The first cry of distress, however, rose not through the 
fresh vigour of the Canaanites, but was extorted by an 
invader from the far banks of the Euphrates. The decay 

1 Wilkine, mmMa, p. 45. • Jndg. 1. 87-S6. 

* Jadg. X. 16. See tlso MOrets, Die Phdnizier, toI. ti. pp. 80S-815. 
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of national life and religion had gradually become extreme. 
Living contentedly among the remnants of the heathen 
races, the Hebrews freely intermarried with them, and, as 
the result, too often worshipped Baal and Ashtoreth as well 
as Jehovah. But it is forever tn^g that the charaotfiT of a 
nation^B reJUgion is an index to its national health and 
vigour, and little of either could survive the moral degen- 
eracy into which they had fallen. Under these circum- 
stances, a king of Aram Xaharaim — Syria of the two rivers 
— or Mesopotamia, Cushan Eishathaim, as yet not recog- 
nized in the clay documents which speak of these regions, 
made hi^ appearance wi&in a very few years after the death 
of Joshua, and compelled some of the tribes to pay him 
tribute for eight years. At last, however, trouble had its 
fitting result, in leading the sufferers back to the God of 
their fathers, who had done such great things for them 
while they honoured His covenant ; and the religious re- 
vival soon brought deliverance. Othniel, ^^the lion of 
God,” a Kennizite — that is, a descendant from Kenaz, a 
^^duke” of Edom,* the younger brother or nephew of the 
heroic Caleb, and the hero of the taking of Debir, leaving 
his quiet life with his wife, Caleb^s daughter, at the higher 
and lower springs, south of Hebron, in the scorched uplands, 
headed a general rising, which drove the oppressor from 
the district he held, and secured quiet for forty years, till 
Othniel^s death. He is the only Judge mentioned as con- 
nected wUh the tribe of Judah. 

A curious and interesting illustration of the increasing 
light thrown on the Scripture history by the progress of 
oriental studies, is afforded in connection with Othniers 
relations to so distant a land as Mesopotamia. Among the 

* Oen. ziXTi. 16, 42. 1 Cliron. i 53 Josh. xiv. 14. 
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cuneiform tablets from Tel Amama, preserved at Berlin, is 
one sent by the Egyptian governor of Jerusalem, to his mas- 
ter on the Nile, in which is an oracle of the mighty king ” 
Marra, a form of the god Baal— whose temple stood in those 
days on Mount Moriah, ^Hhe mountain of Jerusalem," 
where he was worshipped as identical with the Babylonian 
god liras, the Eastern Sun." The govemor^s despatch 
tells his lord that the oracle of their god had declared, that 
As long as a ship crosses the sea — this (is) the oracle of 
the mighty king (the god Marm) — ^the conquests shall con- 
tinue of Nahrima and the Kassi." Now the Kassi are the 
Babylonians, while Nahrima represents the Aram-Naharaim 
of the Bible, of which Chushan-rishathaim was king. Man- 
etho, the Egyptian historian, tells us that when the Hyksos, 
or Shepherd Kings, were expelled from Egypt, they built 
Jerusalem as a protection against the Assyrians, but this 
statement has hitherto been regarded as of no authority. It 
appears, however, in a very different light, when we learn 
that the conquests of the Babylonians — called Assyrians " 
in the period when Manetho wrote — were a subject of politi- 
cal consideration in Jerusalem, hardly a century later than 
the epoch of the expulsion of the Hyksos. There is no longer 
any reason for doubting that Jerusalem was fortified by the 
Hyksos princes, or that the Babylonians were already for- 
midable to the inhabitants of Palestine, 

Nahrima " is the Aram-Naharaim of the Old Testament, 
the Mitanni of the Assyrian inscriptions, the capital of 
which lay on the eastern bank of the Euphrates, opposilc 
the Hittite fortress of Oarchemish, and we thus learn from 
a document older than the time of Joshua, that it had 
spread its conquests so widely, long before the age of Othniel, 
that its advance was dreaded by the Egyptian governor ol 
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Jerasalein. It was, in fact, the terror of Western Asia. 
But, till this curious document was discovered, the words 
of Judges respecting the oppression of Judasa, by the king 
of Mesopotamia, were supported by no external evidence. 
There was nothing beyond them to shew that that region 
was even a separate kingdom, much less that its armies had 
ever marched as far south and west as Palestine : now, how- 
ever, the voice of the tablets confirms, after a silence of 
more than three thousand years, even so small a detail of the 
Scripture narrative. 

The next of the isolated notices of these times brings be- 
fore us a new enemy. The king of Moab— Eglon, ^^the 
buUock,^^ perhaps a name of contempt given him by Israel — 
uniting his bands with those of a related people, the Am- 
monites, and with the Amalekites, the old enemies of Israel, 
was able to oygrpower Benjamin, doubtless after a bitter 
struggle, and take the town of Jericho,* which was in the 
tribe, and had apparently been rebuilt in some measure, per- 
haps on another site.* Eighteen years of tribute and oppres- 
sion followed, but a deliverer at last rose, in the person of 
Ehud, a Benjamite, a young man,* but already held in high 
estimation by his people, and, apparently, a prophet.* Chosen 
to superintend the payment at Jericho of the tribute of his 
brethren, he prepared himself for a far different errand by 
binding a dagger, si^rteen inches long,* on his right thigh, 
under the mantle or abba, which his position entitled him to 
wear. The tribute, which was doubtless in kind, having 
been delivered to the king in person, and an opportunity 

1 Oraetz thinka it was Zoar, bat moat onderaLand it aa Jericho. 

* Jnd. iii. 18. Conder aaya the site of the later city waa not the aame as that of 
the earlier, owing, no donbt, to Joahoa'a corae. 

* Septnagint. * Jadg. iii. 90. 

s The text (Jndg. iii. 16) Mya, “ a cubit,'* and thia Major Conder aeema to prove 
demonatntively to have been alxteen Inchea. Tmt WorJt, p. 187. 
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thus afforded of noticing details of his house^ its approaches^ 
and its internal arrangements^ he left, and dismissed the 
tribute-bearers to their homes. But, instead of climbing 
the mountain pass with them, he went off to the graven 
images,* which already had been set up at Gilgal, and hav- 
ing thus let sufficient time elapse, returned alone to Eglon, 
announcing that he had a secret message for him. Falling 
into the snare, the king forthwith ordered silence ; an inti- 
mation that all should withdraw. He was at the time in 
his summer apartment, raised on the roof for coolness, and 
eagerly listened for Ehud^s communication. But the wily 
Benjamite wished to be sure of his prey, and now further 
hinted that his message was from God. At this intimation, 
Eglon rose, perhaps from reverence, perhaps to defend him- 
self, in alarm at the mention of a message from the God of 
the Hebrews, which could be hostile only to him. In an 
instant, while he thus exposed himself to the blow, Ehud, a 
left-handed man, like many of his tribe, snatched the dagger 
from under his cloak, and buried it to the hilt in Eglon^s 
body. Passing instantly through the anteroom,® and into 
the porch, he locked the doors, and quietly left, without ex- 
citing suspicion. Xor was it until some time after that the 
king^s fate was known ; his servants refraining from forcing 
the doors lest he might wish privacy. Meanwhile, Ehud 
had escaped beyond the images at Gilgal, to the woody 
slopes of Seirath,® in the south part of the hill country of 
Ephraim, bordering on Benjamin, and there, from spot to 
spot, blew with his trumpet — ^perhaps a long horn — ^the well- 

^ The word trtnslftted ** qnarries/* Jad^^. !ii. 19, 26, is PeBillizn, which is rendered 
in the other forty-nine placet in which it is used, “ graven " or carved images,** 
and only in this incident ** quarries.** The special rendering here adopted is that of 
IheTargnm. 

^ This is the true meaning of the last danse of Jndg. iii. 28. 

* Seirath means ** oveigtown with hushes or woods.** 
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known war eummons, gathering a multitude behind him, 
armed more or less efficiently on the moment. With these 
he forthwith rushed down the passes to the fords of the 
Jordan, to prevent the escape of the enemy to Moab. Ten 
thousand men, all reputable, and all men of valour, fell 
before this bold stroke, and Moab was driven from the land, 
which thenceforward enjoyed a rest of eighty years, at least 
in this part. But the memory of these dark days remained 
long after, in the name of the Benjamite village Chephar- 
ha-ammonai, ^^the hamlet of the Ammonites,^' ^ and per- 
haps in that of Michmash, which some think derived from 
Chemosh, the Moabite god. 

The invasion under Eglon had been on the south-east, but 
the next recorded was from the opposite side of Palestine, 
where the Philistines, on the Maritime Plain, had already 
begun those raids into the Hebrew uplands, which were 
afterwards to become so terrible. To resist them, one 
Shamgar, otherwise unknown, appeared at the head of a 
rising, perhaps in Dan and Benjamin, in which he drove 
back, and ultimately cut off and slew, a foraging party of 
six hundred men, who had come up from the plains to rob 
and plunder. This could not, however, have been the first 
of such inroads, for the Israelites had already been so thor- 
oughly disarmed, that Shamgaris only weapon was the long 
and heavy iron-shod ox-goad still in use in Palestine ; which, 
however, was formidable in the hands of a strong man. At 
Lake Huleh I examined one which was being carried by a 
passing villager. On one end there was a small spud, to 
clear the coulter from earth, when ploughing ; at the other a 
sharp iron point stuck out, with short iron chains looped 
from it to the shaft : the prick to urge on the cattle, the 


> JoBb.XTiii.24. 
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chains to startle them into activity by the noise of rattling. 
Frequently these goads are very large, some measuring about 
eight feet long, and being not less than six inches round at 
the thicker end. Shamgar^s weapon, however, may have 
been the iron coulter of the country plough, a terrible 
weapon in vigorous hands, but not to be confounded with 
the huge coulters in use amongst ourselves, for I have seen a 
man carrying a plough, with great ease, on each shoulder, 
coulter and woodwork in each case included.^ But an iso- 
lated eJffort like this was inadequate to secure the freedom of 
the district, for we find the country at large still harried 
and oppressed until after DeboraVs victory.* 

It is difficult to put together or make a connected narra- 
tive of the incidents briefly recorded in the Book of Judges. 
Hence, the quiet mentioned as following the deliverance of 
Benjamin and Southern Ephraim from Moab may refer to 
those parts only, rather than to the country at large, espe- 
cially as the notice of Shamgar immediately follows. In any 
case, however, a long interval of peace gave breathing time 
to the tribes as a whole, and tended in many ways to their 
advancement. The chief men rode in state on white asses ; * 
the rich sat on finely wrought carpets. Keuben, Gad, and 
Manasseh had vast flocks on the east of the Jordan.* Dan 
mingled with the Philistines of Joppa, and busied itself with 
their sea-faring pursuits. Asher, in the north, spread in the 
same way to the busy sea-shore, as fishermen and traders 
among the Phoenicians, for they had no other benefit from 
Phoenician territory, though it had been assigned them, 

> Maundr^t Journey^ p. 149 (date April 15. 1096). The Septaaglnt baa **ploQgh 
share ” for ** ox>goad.'* Jadg. iii. SI. 

* Jndg V. 7. 

* Jndg. V. 10. ** Sit in judgment.** 

« Jndg. V. 16. 
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yet this shore they nominally owned from the Bay of Acre 
to Tyre.^ There was rich plunder of coloured robes, and 
embroidered needlework * to be torn from the necks of the 
daughters of Israel, or secured in the sack of her towns, 
when the enemy came into the land. Commerce, moreover, 
had increased, so that the caravan routes in the valleys or 
plains were much in use,® and thus the tribes were growing 
richer and stronger each year. 

But the religious revival which had roused Benjamin 
against Moab, like others before it, gradually died away, and 
the northern tribes, especially, had turned again, more or 
less, to the worship of Baal, until at last, about a hundred 
and sixty years after Joshua^s death,^ the stern lessons of 
foreign oppression and tyranny once more brought about a 
reaction in favour of their ancestral faith and roused them 
to a struggle for freedom. The petty kingdom of Hazor, 
among the hills of Upper Galilee, overlooking Lake Merom, 
had long recovered itself from its overthrow by Joshua, 
nearly a century and a half before, and a successor to the 
Jabin of that day, bearing the same name, reigned over the 
district. Strengthening himself by a force of chariots, 
which he gradually increased to nine hundred,® he was abb 
to overpower the Israelites of the north, and to keep then 

» Jndg. V. 17 (Graetz), abode In his breaches ” = at his creeks. 

* Jndg. V. 80. • Jndg. v. 6. 

* Kohler’s Lehrbuch^ vol. li p 48. 

» Rameses II , In the poem of Pentanr, asserts that the Hlttite'^, In a battle av^ 
Esdraelon, had 2,500 chari(]t8 of war, at the time of the Oppression ot Israel ii 
Egypt , and the Egyptian monuments record that Rameses III. captured in the same 
ptaiu^ Canaanite chaiiots. Tliothmen III , long helore, after his victory on tins 
field also, took no fewer than 2,041 horses, and 924 chariots. Maspero, llistoire An,- 
eienne^ p 204. Chabas, Mud€<(^ p. 434. Cavalry, in our sense, was nor nsed (Ibid , p. 
4'^). Ashtoreth was the patroness of war chariots. Naville, MytAe cTHorus, p. 13. 
Some Canaanite chariots, on the Egyptian monuments, are drawn by oxen, bat I 
have seen oxen trained to run very fast; the chariots taken by Joshua, however, were 
drawn by horses (Josh. xi. 8). The Canaanite chariots had not scythes or knlvr 
at their sides, as has been supposed. See p 483. 
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in painful subjection for twenty years. Strong fortresses 
held by him or his allies at Taanach, Megiddo, and Beth- 
shean, on the south of Esdraelon, effectually cut off help 
from the southern tribes, and reduced those in the north to 
great distress. All trade or even movement over the coun- 
try ceased ; the people hid themselves in the upland valleys, 
or behind the strong walls of their towns ; the elders of the 
villages and of the tribes were alike dispirited and helpless, 
and no one ventured to attempt resistance.* Men were glad 
to hurry on their necessary errands by secret mountain 
paths, and the open roads were deserted.* The population 
were, in fact, cowed and paralyzed ; for, against the over- 
whelming force of the Canaanites they could, at best, pre- 
sent only an almost unarmed multitude, among whom ah 
ox-goad was the welcome substitute for a sword, and who 
could hardly boast of a spear or shield among 40,000 men.* 

In this emergency it was to a woman — when all men were 
afrajd — that deliverance was due. An early Joan of Arc, 
fired, like her distant successor, with a grand patriotism 
and a lofty religious enthusiasm, had pondered the miseries 
of her brethren, till her heroic soul kindled into a flaming 
zeal for the overthrow of their oppressor, mingled with in- 
dignation at the cowardice of her people, who dared not 
strike for liberty. It was no case of narrow tribal loyalty, 
for she lived in the south' among the pleasant hills of Eph- 
raim, between Ramah and Bethel, in the centre of the land ; 
a position to which, perhaps, she owed her knowledge of the 
evil plight of the northern tribes.* 

* Judg. T. 7. “ The inhabitants,** etc., should be “ the rulers.** 

t Judg V. 6. * Jndg, V. 8. 

* Ewald Buppo^es she belonged lo Issachar ; Hitasig that she belonged to Naphtall; 
but Kohler, with justice, rejects these ideas as arbitrary, and thinkn she belonged to 
Banjamiu or Ephraim. 
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Deborah, ^'the Bee,^’ with all her enthusiasm, was no 
ascetic, but, in keeping with the aversion of her race to a 
single life, was the wife of one Lapidoth — “ the Torches — 
of whom we know nothing more* Born with the grand gift 
pi genius, she could embody her high thoughts in the 
rhythmical verse in which her countrymen delighted. Her 
songs flew far and wide, rousing a national spirit in the 
dispirited and demoralized tribes — painting, no doubt, the 
glories of the past, and the mighty deeds God had wrought 
for them, by the hands of leaders He had raised among 
them, and, it may be, taunting them with their degeneracy 
in submitting to be slaves. So great was her fame for wis- 
dom, that she became the centre of moral, and even judicial, 
power over an ever-widening district. The palm tree is 
always the most striking object in any landscape, where it 
flourishes, and it then grew, even in the hill country of 
Palestine, perhaps more plentifully than now, though there 
is still a grove of palms not far from Nazareth, and thou- 
sands overshadow the rich lowland plains, here and there, 
from Beirout to Gaza, while even in Jerusalem their thin, 
graceful forms, and picturesque crowns of fronds, lift them- 
selves up dreamily in the air, though in no great numbers, 
above the flat-roofed houses. Such a tree, which afterwards 
bore Deborah^s name, and, perhaps, was identical with that 
of Baal Tamar * — Baal of the Palm Tree — as, either before 
or after her, marked by an image of the Sun-god — or a sun- 
pillar, worshipped under its shadow — ^rose near her home, 
and underneath this she took her seat while the children 
of Israel came up to _ her foj:. judgment. Thus aided, the 
impulse of her great soul was naturally contagious, till the 
whole land, from Benjamin to the far north of Naphtali, 


< Judg. XX. 88. 
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was moved with a common aspiration for freedom, and a 
resolute determination to obtain it. New chiefs, doubtless 
men of vigour, were appointed,® to supersede for a time the 
local elders, and secret preparations everywhere made for a 
rising. A leader of the whole movement was, however, still 
needed, and Deborah chose one from the scene of the deep- 
est oppression. Kadesh Naphtali, close to Jabin^s capital, 
Hazor, and thus in the midst of the Canaanite population ; 
a spot looking down from one of the glorious hills of Upper 
Galilee, on a green and well-watered valley, is said to have 
been the home of the proposed deliverer. Other places of 
the same name, without the addition, however, of their 
belonging to Naphtali, have been supposed a more probable 
locality; one, on the shore of the Lake of Galilee, south of 
the present Tiberias, fancied to have been an ancient holy 
place of the Oanaanites ; another on the plateau of softly 
undulating pasture, west of the lake ; but there seems no 
strong reason for such conjectures. While peace lasted, 
Hebrews would live in every part of the Canaanite territory, 
and the very nearness of the chief town might well intensify 
patriotism in a brave heart. At Kadesh Naphtali, therefore, 
as we may believe, lived the chief on whom Deborah had 
fixed — Barak, or Barca, ^Hhe Thunderbolt^^ — a true-hearted 
Israelite, though his birthplace and home among the Canaan- 
ites had given him a Phcenician name, for Barca was the 
family name of the great Carthaginian general Hannibal. He 
must already have gained reputation, to be known so far off 
as the confines of Benjamin. Him Deborah summoned to 
her in the south, and commanded, in the name of Jehovah, 
as whose prophetess she «poke, to march to Mount Tabor on 
the plain of Esdraelon, with 10,000 men of Naphtali and 

> JadS. ▼. 8. 
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Zebulon ; promising that God would draw to him SLsera, 
Jabin's commander, with his chariots and his host, and 
deliver them into his hands. But Barak was apparently less 
resolute and heroic than Deborah. He did not know,^’ he 
said, ‘"the propitious day on which the Lord would send 
forth His angel before him to give him the victory ; ^ she, 
herself, must come, to let him be sure of it, else he would 
not undertake the task. He could not trust the promise of 
God, which must be fulfilled whether Deborah went with 
him or not. But, if he hesitated, she knew no fear. Go 
with him ? Assuredly she would. "" But,” added she, 
"" my going will take away your glory, for the victory will be 
called mine, not yours.” Making her way north with him, 
therefore, to Kadesh, which, in this case, could not be Ka- 
desh Naphtali, but must have been farther from the Canaan- 
ite centre, the two finally organized the revolt. Messages, 
sent far and near, were answered by 10,000 men gathering 
from the two tribes, at the rendezvous at Tabor. Issachar, 
from the very plain of Esdraelon, for once broke away from 
its servitude, and sent bands of volunteers. Ephraimites 
gathered from their hills, the old home of Amalek,®* the 
fiercest enemy of Israel ; and, following them, came valiant 
crowds from Benjamin — the most warlike of the tribes — 
men skilled in the bow, and so famous with the sling, as to 
be reputed to throw stones to a hairbreadth, and not miss ; * 
able, moreover, to use either their right or left hand with 
equal skill and strength. Both parts of Manasseh, also, 
east and west of the Jordan, rallied to the struggle, sending 
their chiefs as well as men.* It was the first time since the 
conquest that the national spirit had been roused to such a 

> Septaagint * See p. 552. 

> Jadg zz 16. 1 Chron viii. 40 ; xil. 2. 2 Chron. xrii. 17. 

* Jadg. T. 14* 
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pitch or the tribes brought to act together to such an extent. 
But the absent were as conspicuous as those who answered 
the appeal. The people of Meroz, possibly a town at the 
head of the pass to Bethshean, at the east end of the plain, 
might have done good service, but refused to come to the 
help of their brethren, and drew down on them a curse, 
which apparently was afterwards carried out by their exter- 
mination, and the utter demolition of their homes.* By the 
brooks of Reuben there were great discussions, but it ended 
in its clans leaving their brethren to struggle unaided, while 
they themselves stayed among their sheepfolds, to pipe to 
their flocks.® Gad, also, refused to come ; Dan would not 
leave its boats at Joppa ; and Asher stayed, with craven in- 
difference, in the creeks and bays of Acre. Of the great 
tribe of Judah, or of Simeon, nothing is said. Jealousy of 
Ephraim probably kept them aloof. To Zebulon, which had 
been busiest enrolling volunteers,* was to be given the palm 
in the approaching battle, and Naphtali, dwelling in the 
hills,* earned also an illustrious name. 

Tabor, a mountain rising 1,500 feet above the plain of 
Esdraelon at its north-east end, is steep on the north, but 
bare and shapeless on the south, and stands isolated, except 
on the west, where a narrow ridge connects it with the hills 
of Nazareth. It is still covered with stunted oaks, pistachios, 
and other trees and undergrowth, in which the fallow deer 
finds a home, but its top is treeless, and forms a compara- 
tively level circuit of half an bourns walk, commanding wide 
views of the plain from end to end.* No spot could have 
been better chosen for the rendezvous of Israel, for it could 
not be attacked by the chariots of the Canaanites, and its 

1 Jadg. T. 88. • Jndg. v. 15, 16. 

• Jndg. V, 14, « Jndg. v. 18. 

* AviUvgeontlieilopeftof Taborstill bein the nune of Debonh. 
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summit * afforded a lofty watch-tower from which Deborah 
and Barak could see all their morements. 

The great plain of Esdraelon — the largest open space in 
Palestine — extends over sixteen miles from Jenin, formerly 
Engannim, on the south, to the foot of the hills below Naz- 
areth, on the north. This line passes Jezreel at the west 
foot of the hills of Gilboa, a mass of gray heights stretching 
into the plain thus far, from the south-east, and filling up, 
with the exception of two bays, one, on the south of them, 
the other on the north. From the end of these to the other 
end of the plain on the north-west, is about twenty-five 
miles, and this great stretch is bordered on both sides by 
rounded hills ; those of Carmel ® on the south ; those of 
Lower Galilee on the north. At the bottom of the upper 
bay, looking over a green interval to the hills of Gilboa, with 
Nain and Endor on their lower slope, rises Mount Tabor, 
which sinks into the plain by a soft descent, through its rich 
clouds of boscage shewing open spots of green. You can 
ride to the top of the hill from any side, as far as steepness 
goes, and a force might consequently charge down from any 
part of it. The great plain, undulating from its foot, is of 
deep volcanic soil, and thus especially fertile. Its whole sur- 
face, which is from two hundred to two hundred and fifty 
feet above the sea, is undulating, but only slightly so, and is 
silent and unpeopled ; villages being found only in the 
neighbouring hills, where there is comparative safety from 
Arab incursions. No important town, indeed, has ever 
stood on the plain itself. Its wide area, as well as the 
slopes of the hills on both sides, are drained by the torrent 
Kishon, which rises from beneath Mount Tabor, countless 

1 The Great Map qf Palestine Survey ^ Sheet VI., gives the height as 1,860 feet 
above the sea, 

> Height 1.600 feet. Great Map of Palestine Survey, Sheet IX. 
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shallow wate^ourses, with which the whole plain is seamed, 
carrying the rains to it from all parts, so that while its 
channel is dry or nearly dry in the rainless months, it is 
filled with a torrent in a few hours after a storm. Most of 
the land is now covered with thorns and thistles, for want 
of inhabitants, but the whole plain, and also part of the hills, 
is now owned by a rich Syrian banking firm — that of the 
Sursuks — who thus, in effect, are also the owners of aboiit 
five thousand human beings, forming the population of 
thirty villages on their property. The firm draws an in- 
come of about forty thousand pounds from their investment, 
but it is to be hoped that an immigration of energetic and 
practical settlers may before long rescue at least part 
of this wide territory from the grasp of the money-lenders, 
who are now sucking the life-blood from its popula- 
tion. 

The Kishon, or winding," begins its single channel in 
the north-vest of the plain, and after rains, pours through 
a deep, tortuous bed, about 15 feet deep and 15 to 20 yards 
wide, into the Bay of Acre. The most dangerous part in its 
course, however, is close to Tabor, where the springs from 
which it rises form a chain of pools and brooks, fringed with 
reeds and rushes, and speedily turned into a wide and 
treacherous quagmire after rain. Here, at Endor," ‘ Sis-; 
era^s host was doomed to be mired and to perish. 

The plain of Esdraelon has in all ages been the battle- 
field of Palestine. Here fought Thothmes III., Eameses 
II., and Eameses III.; here Pharaoh Necho won that sad 
battle of Megiddo, in which King Josiah was slain, amidst a 
slaughter so terrible that the great conflict of the Apocalypse 
k called, from it, the battle of Armc^geddon — '' the hill of 


* Pp. Ixxziii. la 
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Megiddo. ’ Here have fought in turn the armies of Assy- 
ria, of the Crusaders, and of Bonaparte, and it was on the 
mountains of (rilboa, at the east end, tliai Saul and Jona- 
than pen shed. 

News of the gathering of the tribes liad been conveyed to 
Sisera, tlie commander of the forces of Jal^in and his allies, 
by the Kenites of Zaanairn — a sjiot still bearing the same 
name, on the plateau over the Sea of (lalihM*. easi r)f Tabor’* 
— an Arab tribe which, tliougli foj* the tiiiie on terms of 
peace with Jabiu, had always been friend! \ \vJlli Israel, from 
the remembrance of the marriage of Moses t<* tlie daughter 
of its sheik Jethro. A part of it had remained in the wil- 
derness south of Judah, but another branch had moved 
north and pitched its tents, for the time, under the tere- 
binths of Zaanairn — the place of wanderings.^’ With Arab 
duplicity they now betrayed Israel, as their chief's wife was 
presently to betray its arch enemy.® 

The commander of the Camianite army bore the title of 
Sisera — the Leader — and appears to have been the vassal 
king of Harosheth, so called from the beautiful woods above 
the Kishon. The Tell, or mound which now marks its site, 
is of great size and double, and rises just below a point where 
the Kishon, in one of its turns, beats against tlie rocky base 
of ^Carmel, leaving no room even for a foot-jiatli, so that 
a stronghold standing there would effectually command the 
pass up the valley of the Kishon into Esdraelon. It was 
then, no doubt, a strong fortress, overlooking the country 

^ The site of M^ddo seems to h&ve been identified by Conder in Migedda, at the 
foot of Gilboa-a monnd, from which five springs, “the Waters of Megiddo," bnrst 
forth. Tent Work, p. 232. The position hitherto assigned It, close to Legio, is 
therefore, apparently, incorrect. 

* Jndg iv. 11. See also Tent Work^ p. 69. 

• Jndg. iy. 12 

« Knencker thinks it means “the gnard of the land; "others translate it “tha 
clearings," or “ the quarries." 

VOL. lL-85 
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'which its lord had subdued ; but there is now only a misw* 



able village, at the spot where, through a narrow gorge, the 
stream, hidden amongst oleander bushes, enters the plain of 


Tabob, rROM THE SUMMIT OF Jbbel Duht. Major Conder, R.E. 
- By pennisslon of the Committee of die Palestine Fund. 


THE JUDGES. 


547 


Acre. Collecting his forces in Esdraelon — the only place in 
northern Palestine where chariots had favourable ground for 
their manoeuvres, he made his headquarters at Taanach, a 
Canaanite town and fortress at the south-west of the plain, 
on a long spur of the Carmel range, now clad with olive- 
trees, and marked by a stone village still called Taanak. 
From this place Tabor rose at a distance of about sixteen 
miles to the north-east : its top just visible above the swell 
of the Gilboa hills known as Little Hermon, sixteen hundred 
feet high, with the two villages Eiidor and Nain clinging to 
its rough slopes at its foot. 

On the day of the battle the whole force of Sisera had 
advanced across the plain to the green sweep at the foot 
ot Tabor, opposii^ the hamlet of Endor. Bark clouds and 
high wind shewed that a storm was on the point of burst- 
ing, and the rain would paralyze the charioteers by sinking 
the wheels in the spongy soil and making them immovable. 

The signal for attack was given by Deborah. 
cried she to Barak ; this, this, and no other is the day.” ‘ 
And, forthwith, the ill-armed host of Hebrew footmen 
bravely poured down from the mountain security to rush 
on the chariots of the enemy, drawn up below, in the open 
plain. As the two ill-matched forces met, a terrible storm 
of sleet and hail from the east burst over them ; on the 
backs of the Hebrews and in the faces of the Canaanites, 
turning the deep red soil into a quagmire in which their 
clmriots could not move, and filling the dry watercourses 
with rushing torrents, in which many of them were over- 
whelmed. So great, indeed, was the carnage that, cen- 
turies after, a Psalmist speaks of the dead as manuring 
the ground.* The day was hopelessly lost to Sisera, and 
Septnagint. 


* Ps. Ixzxili. 10. 
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nothing remained but to try to escape with life. Leaving hii 
chariot, he fled on foot to the north-east, under the slopes 
of Tabor, across the great lava plateau, on which stood, near 
the site of the modem ruined village Bessum,* the black 
tents of Heber the Kenite, his master^s ally, where he might 
hope for temporary refuge. 

The tents of the Arabs have in all ages been the same. 
They are simply a long shed of earners or goat^s hair cloth, 
supported on a slight framework of rough poles — nine in 
all — the back lower than the front, which is open, except 
when the weather induces the inmates to let dovm the tent 
covering, usually thrown back over the roof. On the left 
as you enter a portion of the tent is curtained off as the 
women^s quarter, into which no man but the husband would 
dream of entering.* In this are gathered the cooking uten- 
sils, the skin water-bottles, the milk, the butter, etc. The 
bed, as usual in the East, is only a mat or two laid on the 
ground, or on a bank of earth raised at the side of the tent ; 
the cloak worn by day serving as a covering by night. The 
poles which hold up this frail dwelling are kept in position 
by ropes of cameFs hair reaching out from the edges of the 
tent cover, being stretched to their utmost and fastened into 
the ground by pegs, driven fast by a mallet. Such was a 
tent in which I drank coffee on the way from Gaza to 
Hebron — one of several belonging to men who were then 
dodging the Turkish soldiers, in search of them for a murder 
committed by one of their number in the streets of Gaza, 
through a blood feud ; and the look and structure of one is 
the look and structure of all. 

Such, therefore, no doubt, was the tent of Heber. In 
the open front Sisera found Jael, the sheikhs wife, and 

* Work, p. 09. * See illustration, page S88 of this volome. 
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trusting to the peace between Jabin and the tribe, asked 
her for passing shelter. Whether she intended treachery 
from the first cannot be known. Receiving him graciously, 
she not only offered him the protection he asked, but took 
him into lier own division of the tent, vrhich, as I have said, 
no man would think of entering in search of him.* But 
her next ji(‘-t looks like premeditated betrayal. The Arabs 
are fond of curdled milk, called by them Lebben ; ” but 
whilst 1‘elVeshing to one who is tired and hot, it also acts 
as a strong and speedy soporific.* On the request of the 
fugitive for water to quench his overpowering thirst, Jael 
eagerly brought him a draught of Lebben, in a special dish, 
the pride of her tent ; * not, perhaps, without the knowledge 
of its sure effect in casting the drinker into a deep and long 
sleep. The inviting beverage finished, the weary man lies 
down, doubtless grateful to his benefactor, and uttering 
many thanks in his feeling of perfect safety, as Jael care- 
fully covered him with a cloak. He had partaken of Arab 
hospitality, and had her repeated assurances that she would 
keep his presence secret. But the sight of the great^fpe of 
Israel, a race of her own blood, asleep before her, as he 
presently was, soon raised far other thoughts than he had 
dreamed possible — if, indeed, she had not entertained them 
before. What a service it would be if she could free her 
kindred people from their oppressor! hTor did the sug- 
gestion long wait for the act. Taking up one of the tent 
pegs and the mallet used to drive it, she crept silently to 
her victim, sunk in the sleep of the weary, and with a 
terrible blow drove the bolt, crashing, through his temples, 

> Pococke writeB : “ I was kept In the harem for greater security, no stranger evef 
daring to come into t he women's apartment, unless introduced." See p. 439, note 4 

* TenX Work^ p. 30. * Judg. v. 26. 
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with such force that it entered the ground on which he had 
been lying. One convulsive bound and a contortion of 
agony, and he was a lifeless corpse. Between her feet 
(as she strode over him), says the Song of Deborah, ‘^he 
sank, he fell down, he lay dying." * 

The results of Deborah^s victory were felt in many direc- 
tions. No other battle needed ever after to be fought with 
the Canaanites ; and the Israelites themselves learned a les- 
son of the advantages of national uni on, which influenced 
their whole future. Their self-reliance, moreover, was 
strengthened ; for it was their first great victory since the 
days of Joshua, and they had gained it against the most dis- 
couraging odds. As a lesson in war it was invaluable, and 
its results quickened the passion for freedom which had 
already begun to root itself in the heart of Israel. Nor was 
it without a powerful effect on their religious history, that 
their national degradation and misery had ended as soon as 
they abandoned idolatry, and sought the favour and help of 
Jehovah. That the result was due to Him, and not to 
themselves, however valiantly they had fought, was not only 
proudly owned, but enshrined in the poetry of the nation, 
as the prevailing note of the odes and lyrics which an occa- 
sion so august called forth. Thus, the magnificent Song 
of Deborah " opens with its acknowledgment, and it forms 
the key-note throughout. 

That the leaders acted as became them in Israel, 

That the people showed themselves valiant, * 

Praise ye Jehovah I 


I Jadg. T. S7. 

> Paul 08 Caasel translates the first two lines : 

That the long hair of the valiant hang wild on laraet 
in the consecration of the people — Praise Jehovah I ** 
Sot this seems very fanciful. 
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Hear, 0 ye Kings I give ear, O Princes; 

I to Jehovah, even I, will sing; 

I will sound the harp to Jehovah, Israers God! 

Jehovah I when thou wentest forth from Seir, 

When thou marchedst hither from the land of Edom, 

The earth trembled and the heavens streamed down; 

The clouds poured forth waters ; 

The mountains melted before Jehovah — 

Sinai (flowed down) before the face of Jehovah, before the God of 
Israel ! 

The guilt of Meroz was, that it did not come to the help 
of Jehovah, and the victory is over His enemies. The dimly 
felt honour of being the people of God thus first took an 
articulate form, and henceforth became a mighty power in 
the nation. 

A striking parallel to the victory of Deborah is recorded 
by Plutarch in his Life of Timoleon. That general, at the 
battle at the River Crimesus, near Segesta, in north-western 
Sicily, had attacked the Carthaginians ; but their heavy ar- 
mour and stout shields easily repelled the Greek spears. 
Suddenly, however, when it had come to sword thrusts, vio- 
lent peals of thunder, and vivid flashes of light, burst from 
the mountains, and the darkness which had been hovering 
about the higher grounds and crests of. the hills, descended 
on the place of battle, bringing a tempest of i*ain, wind, and 
hail with it, on the backs of the Greeks, but full in the faces 
of the Carthaginians. The rain beating on them and the 
li j;htni ng dazzling them, distressed the inexperienced ; and, 
in particular, the claps of the thunder, and the noise of the 
rain and hail beating on their arms, prevented them from 
hearing the command of their oflScers. In addition to this, 
the v^ry mud was a great hindrance to the Carthaginians, 
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who were loaded with heavy armour ; and their shirts, uu- 
derneath, getting drenched, the foldings about the bosom 
filled with water, and grew cumbersome to them as they 
fought ; making it easy for the Greeks to throw them down, 
and impossible for them to rise again, with weapons in their 
hands. The Eiver Crimesus, also, swollen, partly by the 
rain, and partly by the stoppage of its course from the num- 
bers passing through it, overflowed its banks, and the level 
ground on its sides was filled with rivulets and currents that 
had no certain channel, in which the Carthaginians stum- 
bled and rolled about, and found themselves in great diffi- 
culty.* 

As the most ancient of Hebrew lyrics, Deborah^s song has 
a supreme interest. The following is a literal version of the 
part of it not already quoted : 

In the days of Shamgar, son of Anath, 

In the days of Jael,^ the roads lay idle, 

And wanderers went round about by secret paths. 

Leaders * had ceased in Israel ; there were none 
Till thou didst arise, 0 Deborah, as leader : 

Till thou arose as Mother in Israel.* 

They chose new holy judges: 

Then were the gates of (the enemy’s) towns taken by storm. 

Though neither shield nor spear could be seen 
Among forty thousand of Israel. 

My heart thanks you, ye leaders of Israel, 

And you brave ones who freely offered yourselves from the people; 
Praise ye Jehovah (with me) I 

Ye who ride on white dappled she asses; 

Ye who sit on fine carpets; 

> Plutarch, Titnoleon. Dryden'8 Translation. 

* Some unknown person. It speaks of the past and cannot refer to tiie wUii d 
Heber For Deborah's song, see Jndg. v. 8^. 

* Herder has popular aeaembliee " inatead of ** leaden.'* 

* Greets. 
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And ye (poor ones) that walk on the roads, 

Sing yel 

Clear rising from the sweet singers, where they water the flocks. 

Let men praise the righteous deeds of Jehovah; 

The righteous deeds of His leading in Israel, 

For then did the people storm the gates of their foes. 

UpthenI Up then! Deborah! 

Up then! Up then! sing the song of battle! 

Up, Barak! and lead back thy captives, 

Thou son of AbinoamI 

Then a small band of chiefs and of the people rushed down; 

Jehovah, Himself, went down, to my help, amongst the mighty; 

From Ephraim (came) those whose root is in Amalek,* 

After them, Benjamin, thou, with thy people! 

The leaders came down out of Machir,* 

And from Zebulon those who held the rod of the chief ; 

And the princes of Issachar, with Deborah ; 

Issachar pressed close behind Barak, on foot, into the valley. 

By the streams of Beuben there are great consultations! 

Why lingerest thou, in the sheep folds, to hear the strains of the pipe? 
By the streams of Beuben are great consultations! 

Gilead stays on the other side Jordan; 

And Dan— why drawest thou thy boats to the beach?* 

Asher sits by the edge of the sea. 

And clings to his harbours. 

Zebulon is a people throwing away his life to the death. 

And Naphtali— on the heights of the land! 

The kings came — ^they fought. 

The kings of Canaan delivered battle 
At Taanach, by the waters of Megiddo. 

1 The hills of Amalek ; the old name of the hills of Ephraim, 
s Hanaseeh. Machir is usually Eastern, bat, here, it includes Western M ana s ae h . 
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—But not even a piece of silver have they won ! 

The skies themselves fought (for us), 

The very stars, from their paths, fought against Sisen 

The stream Kishon washed them away, 

The brave stream — the stream Kishon I 
Step forth now, my soul, with pride! • 

Then stamped the hoofs of the horses, 

In the swift flight of the mighty ones I 

“Curse ye Meroz,” cried the messenger of Jehovah, 

“ With a curse curse her inhabitants, 

Because they did not come to the help of Jehovah, 

To the help of Jehovah, among the heroes 1 ” 

Blessed above women be Jael, 

The wife of Heber the Kenite — 

Blessed above women, in the tent I 

He begged for water, she gave him milk : 

In the bowl of the sheik she handed him cream : 

But she stretched out her hand to the tent pin ; 

Her right hand to the hammer of the workman. 

And hammered Sisera ; shivered his skull ; 

Broke it in pieces ; pierced through his temples ! 

Between her feet he drew himself up, he fell, he lay; 

Between her feet he drew himself up, and fell— 

Where he drew himself up, there fell he, dying. 

Behind the window lattice, ajar, looks out 
The mother of Sisera, and frets — 

“ Why is his chariot so long in coming? 

Why are its wheels so slow?” 

The wisest of her ladies answer her 
—She herself repeating the words — 

“ For certain they have found and are dividing the spoil ; 

1 ''The season was probably that of the aatnmn stonns, which occnr early in Nc 
vember At this time the meteoric showers are commonest, and are remarkably fine 
in effect, seen in the evening light at a season when the air is specially clear and 
bright. The scene presented by the flery falling stars, as the defeated host fled sway 
by night, is one very striking to the fancy, and would form a fine subject for the 
artist's pencil " Tent Work^ p. 70. 

* Vigomoux makes this Une—** And I have trampled under foot the strong.** 
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— girl, ay, two girls, for each man ; 

Plunder of rich coloured stuffs for Sisera — plunder of embroidered 
rich coloured stuffs, for the neck of his queen t 
A coloured twice embroidered piece for the neck of bis queen 1 ” 

So perish all thine enemies, Jehovah ! 

But may th^ that love Him be like the sun, when he rises in his 
might ! 

A difficulty has been found by some in the praise given 
by Deborah to Jael for what must be held, according to 
our better light, a treacherous murder. But it cannot be 
just to transfer to remote and rude nations, in which ideas 
of morality were necessarily imperfect, the standard gradu- 
ally accepted by ourselves, eighteen centuries after the 
higher revelation of Jesus Christ. Nor is there any Divine 
sanction of JaeFs deed, though Deborah, in the exulta- 
tion of victory, saw only its bearing on the freedom of hei 
people. 



CHAPTER XVI. 


GIDEON TO SAMSON. 

The dates of the incidents recorded in the Book of Judges 
are necessarily perplexing, since some of them may have 
been contemporaneous ; but we cannot be wrong in assign- 
ing, if only from internal evidence, the rise of Gideon, the 
greatest of j^l i} ^(^ Judges, to a period considerably later 
than that of Deborah. 

The story of the past had painfully repeated itself. Peace 
and prosperity had lowered the moral tone of the tribes, and 
time had softened that abhorrence of idolatry which had 
been kindled by the enthusiasm of Deborah. Disunion, and, 
with it, the virtual lapse of all government, had made the 
tribes an easy prey to any vigorous foe, whom the attractions 
of their territory, or the lust of conquest, might bring 
against them. And such an enemy too soon appeared. 

The scourge of God by which He was, this time, to bring 
them to a better mind, was an invasion of the Arab tribes 
of the deserts east and south of Palestine : the Midianites, 
who had gradually spread northwards from the Peninsula of 
Sinai ; — and the old enemies of Israel, the Amalekites, whom 
they had fought at Sinai ; by whom they had been defeated 
at Hormah, in their first attempt to enter Palestine ; and 
who, in alliance wdth Eglon, the Moabite, had oppressed 
Benjamin, but whose lands in central Canaan, Ephraim 
had now made its own. With these, moreover, were joined 
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a number of other Arab tribes, known as the Sons of the 
East. The plains and glens of Palestine had in all ages been 
the very ^ Agates of Paradise to these dwellers in the waste, 
as indeed they still are to their descendants. Banding to- 
gether in a vast host of 120,000 men ^Hhat drew sword,"* 
they now streamed over the fords of the Jordan, year by 
year — migrating thither, with their households and herds, in 
such numbers as could only be compared, by those whom 
they invaded, to a flight of locusts; which, indeed, they 
rivalled in destructiveness. The results to the country may 
be judged from those of similar Bedouin inroads, on a small 
scale, in our own day. A few years ago the whole Ghor, or 
depressed channel of the Jordan, was in the hands of the 
fellahin, or peasants, and much of it was sown with com. 
Now, the whole of it is held by the Bedouins, who eschew 
all agriculture, leaving the few spots needed for their wants, 
to be cultivated by their slaves. The same thing is going on 
all over the plain of Sharon, where, both in the north and 
south, land is going back to a state of nature, and whole 
villages vanishing from the face of the earth. Since 1838 
no fewer than twenty have been thus erased from the map, 
and their scanty population extirpated.* Except on the 
eastern branches, there is not now a single inhabited village 
in the wliole plain of Esdraelon, and not more than a sixth 
of its soil is cultivated. The peasants prefer an hour^s hard 
climb to a safe home in the hills on each side, to living in 
the open, which wild Arabs ever and anon scour on their 
fleet horses, in hope of plunder. In Gideon^s day, their in- 
roads were not only on a gigantic scale, but were systematic- 
ally repeated each summer ; the standing grain being tram- 
pled under foot and eaten, by their flocks and camels, which 

> Jndg. iriiL 10. * Tristram's La^ d qf Israel, p. 4M. 
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were let loose on them ; the threshed crops carried off, with 
aU the sheep or oxen or asses they could find, over the wide 
stretch from Esdraelon in the north, to Gaza> in the distant 
south-west. 

War has always been cruel, but it was infinitely more so 
in antiquity than now, nameless and awful as are the suffer- 
ings it entails at the best. The story of Sinuhit, which is at 
least as old as the days of Abraham, tells us how it was 
waged even in the petty raids of chief on chief. 

*• Every land,” says he, “ which I visited, I caused to yield 
Of the forage of its pastures. 1 divided its cattle among my men, 

I took away its women and children as slaves : 

I smote the men.* 

« * • « • 

He wished to divide my cattle 
Among the troop of his followers ; * 

He wished to take from me my oxen, bulls and goats. 

« « m * » 

I devoted (that is, sacrificed) his wives to Montu (the Egyptian god of 
war), 

I took his goods, I divided his cattle (among my men), 

I took possession of the things that were in his house, 

I stripped his chamber ; 

I got great treasure and wealth, I got much cattle.* 

Ifo wonder that the Israelites betook themselves to the 
fissures and clefts of the hills, and to the caverns with 
which they are everywhere honeycombed throughout Pales- 
tine/ 

The vast host was under two emirs, Zebah, the man- 
kiUer;" and Zalmunna, ^^the pitiless/'* with two sub- 
ordinate sheiks, Oreb, the raven ; ” and Zeeb, the wolf ; " * 

» Storif Qf Sinu/uU ISO-IO. » iWd., 166, 16T. 

* JHd, 906, 90S-212. « Jndg. vi. 2. 

* Literally, “ Shadow i« denied.*' 

* Similar names are still common among the Arab chiefs east of the Jordaa, as 
they also are among the North American Indians. 
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the four — ^as they led on their wild followers — arrayed in 
scarlet cloaks/ like the sheiks of to-day, with gold chains 
and crescent-shaped ornaments round the necks of their 
camels, and on their own persons ; their hordes, as well as 
themselves, wearing gold ear-rings, and their wives and 
daughters nose jewels,, in addition. “ Mounting from the 
depths of the Jordan valley, probably by the Wady el Jalud, 
past the meadows of Bethshean, their first attraction on the 
west of the river, they pitched their tents, far and near, on 
the east end of Esdraelon, from Gilboa westwards. Such a 
host, on a smaller scale, is described by Leslie Porter/ aa 
seen by him in the spring of 1857, when the Bedouin 
sheik, Akeil Agha, assembled his men in Esdraelon, after 
the massacre of the Kurds at Hattin, to divide the plunder. 

They spread over the plain, countless as locusts ; their 
camels beyond number, like the sands on the seashore. 
When I looked at the wild and fierce crowds of this dis- 
orderly army, on the spoils and booty, it seemed as if I had 
before me the very spectacle of the great invasion of the 
Midianites in the days of Gideon." 

Prophets^ had been sent to Israel, urging its sons to 
return to Jehovah, as the only means of averting this 
calamity, but the land had been wasted for seven successive 
years before they listened to them, and penitently sought 
the one great Deliverer — often tried and never failing — the 
God of their fathers. Then, at last, the Ever-Merciful 
raised a helper for them. 

Among the clans or thousands" of Western Manasseh, 
one of the poorest * was that descended from Abiezer, a son 


1 Jndg. Tlii. 96. > Judg. Tiii. 25« 91 

* Handbook for PaletUne. p. 841 < Jodg. vL 1 

• PertaaiNs ** i>oof«st means “ feeblest." 
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of Gilead, the grandson of the patriarch Manasseh ; * but in 
the households of this humble sept, that of Joash seems to 
have held a foremost place. He had boasted of a family of 
magnificent sons, ^^each like the son of a king;”* but all, 
saye the youngest, had fallen on Mount Tabor, in endless 
fights with these Midianites.* Thus the seven years of 
misery had not passed in weak submission, though the 
brave spirits of the land had only lost their lives in the vain 
struggle. Even the youngest son, Gideon, the tree-feller,” 
that is, the impetuous warrior, had already earned such a 
name as ^^a mighty man of valour,” that the Midianites 
themselves were afraid of him.^ His home and fields were 
at Ophrah, probably the present village Fer^ata, six miles west 
of Shechem, its old name having actually been Ophrah ; and 
he already had grown sons,* and a sejparate household, with 
his own body of slaves, and even an armour bearer.* 

Modest, like all truly great men, Gideon had not thought 
of heading a general revolt, till roused directly by God to do 
so. A vision appeared to him, under circumstances illus- 
trating the sad state of the times. He was at the moment 
busy beating out Tj^hgat, cut down probably almost before it 
was ripe, in the poor substitute for a threshing floor offered 
by the shallow bottom of his \rae-press — a rude vat cut out 
in the limestone near a terebinth tree ; ’ a spot safer from the 
greedy eyes of the Midianites than an ordinary threshing 
floor in the open field would have b^en. A divine in- 
timation was there given him, to rise against the invaders, 
but, as in the case of Moses, only a miracle finally overcame 
the self-distrust which, in his humility, for a time kept 
him back. 

> Josh. zriL 2. * Jodg. viii. 18. 

* Jndg. Till. 19. * Jadg. ▼!!. 14. 

• Judg. TiU. 90. • Jndg. ▼!. 97 ; tU. la ’ Jndg. vi 11. 
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That very day saw the reality of the "'new spirit from 
God/^ with which, as the narrative tells us, he was clothed.* 
Building an altar on the spot hallowed by the visit of the 
angel, he dedicated it to Jehovah-Shalom — ‘ " Jehovah (who 
brings) better days.”* Joash, his father, had so far yielded 
to the evil ways of the time, as to have built an altar to 
Baal, on the top of the height used as a " look-out ” and rude 
fort, and also an Asherah, a rough wooden pillar — part of 
the stem of a tree — the symbol of the goddess of fertility, 
and worshipped as such — at its side ; but the new altar to 
Jehovah could not tolerate such abominations near it. 
Waiting till darkness fell, Gideon bravely threw down the 
one, with the help of ten of his slaves, and not only cut 
down the other, but split it up for fuel ; and having laid it 
on an altar which he had built from the loose stones lying, 
no doubt, thickly around, to Jehovah, used it to consume, 
in sacrifice to Him, a bullock which his father had ap- 
parently consecrated to Baal. But the brave deed was 
like to have cost him dear; for the people of Ophrah, 
afraid of the wrath of Baal, would fain have stoned him, 
when they discovered it, and were only kept from doing 
so by the clever irony of Joash, who reminded them that, if 
Baal were a god, he would defend himself.® 

Meanwhile, the annual invasion of the Arab host had 
taken place, but Gideon was now prepared. Sounding the 
war horns through his district, his own clan of Abiezer at 
once rallied to him. Messengers were then sent through all 
Western Manasseh, Asher, Zebulon, and Naphtali, the tribes 
nearest Esdraelon, and they also obeyed its summons. But 
the strength of the enemy, and the failure of previous 

> Jadg. vi. 84. ’ Literally, ** Jehovah-peace.** 

* Die name “ Jerubbaal/* given henceforth to Gideon, means, according to Ewald, 
** the Contender for God ; " Kdhler makes it, ^ ttie Contender against Baal.'' 

VOL. 
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efforts against them, made even Gideon still hesitate. AH 
irresolution, however, was at last removed by a double sign 
of ^the presence and help of J ehovah — the fleece * wet with 
the heavy moisture of the night wind from the sea, and 
then, in turn, left dry — signs, says Bwald, illustrating Gid- 
eon^s own character ; warm and zealous, while around 
were indifferent and cold ; calm and cool, when all around 
were excited.® Ifo fewer than 33,000 men had answered his 
call to battle, but he felt that so many were not needed, 
at least for the first attack. Proclaiming through the host 
that all who were faint-hearted were free to depart, no fewer 
than 22,000 withdrew. But even the 11,000 left were more 
than were needed for a victory in »/hich Jehovah was to 
make bare His arm. At the foot of Mount Gilboa, in the 
north-east of Esdraelon, flows even now a copious spring, 
known as Ain Jalud, formerly Ain Harod, ^^the Spring of 
Trembling, from the scene it witnessed in Gideon's story.* 
It streams from under a huge rock, worn out, within, to a 
cavern, and forms a great pool of the purest water, in the 
shape of a half circle, from which many could drink at once. 
There are now numbers of little fish in it, and the bottom 
has at one time been paved, but many of the stones are out 
of their places. Pouring from this, the water flows in two 

> The night wind from the sea is laden in Palestine with moiatnre which falls In 
heavy, dew-like ahnndance over all the land, and is indeed called “ dew in Scripture 
and by most travellers On the sands near Ctesarea I have seen great crops of water, 
melons, created, one may say. on mere sand, by this nightly watering Others have 
noticed similar phenomena “ It costs ns as much trouble,’' says Irwin, “ to protect 
onrselveB from the dew by night, as from the heat by day So heavy is it that in tlie 
morning the coverings under which we had lain are as wet as if they bad been dipped 
in the sea.” RosenmiUler, Mte wid Nem Morgenl.^ vol. iii. p 82. Often, says 
Fnrrer, the dew is so heavy that the tents seem m the morning to have been soaked 
with heavy rain Bib. Lex.., vol v p 496. 

* Bwal^ vol. ii. p. 542. 

* Conder suggests, insiead of Ain Jalpd, a spring near Bethsbean, called by thi 
fall a hin , Ain el Jem'ain, ” the Spring of the Two Troops.” Mem, qf Survey ^ ii. 72^ 
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channels, partly lined with stone, which turn two mills close 
at hand, and then flow on to the east, to make their way 
down the steep Wady el Jalud, to the Jordan. 

To this basin Gideon led his men to drink, carefully 
noting who were cool and self -restrained enough, even with 
the enemy near, to lift the water composedly in their hand 
as a cup, and selecting them as those on whom he could 
safely trust ; all who, in their fear, knelt hurriedly down and 
dipped their faces in the spring being sent away. But the 
number left was only 300. With these, however, he deter- 
mined to assail the innumerable foe ; nor were they back- 
ward in daring — so high had his spirit and theirs txqw ris^n. 
Providing every man w*th a horn, a torch, and an earthen 
pot, he disclosed his plan : that the 300 should divide into 
three equal companies, and approach the Arab camp, from 
opposite sides, in the dead of the night. Then, at a signal 
from his war horn, all, in a moment, should break their 
pots, and, displaying their blazing torches, rush on with the 
terrible war cry of Israel, to the shout of Por Jehovah and 
Gideon — ^^The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon!” The 
use of the same stratagem, strangely, reappears in an Arab 
battle, in the middle of last century, described by Niebuhr ; 
and in Egypt, in our own day, the use of pitchers or pots, to 
hide lights, is familiar. The Zabit or Agha of police,” says 
Lane, ^^in making his nightly rounds, bears a torch which 
burns without flame, except when waved briskly through 
the air, but then it lights up at once. The end is sometimes 
hidden in a small earthenware jar, or covered in some other 
way, when the flame is not wished to be seen.” * 

Everything was now ready, but, for his final assurance, 
Gideon, by a providential impulse, resolved to make matters 

i Lane's Modem Egyptiansy toI. i. p. 120, fifth edition 
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doubly sure by venturing, with Phurah, his armour-bearer, 
into the camp of the Midianites, in the dead of the night 
Stealing down the hill-side, therefore, the two crept, un- 
noticed, to the outside of the host, which like all Arab 
armies had no sentinels. There, Gideon had the joy of 
hearing one tell his neighbour a dream he had had, of a 
barley cake — the commonest kind of bread — having tum- 
bled into the host of Midian, striking against the tent of the 
emir in comm|,nd, and overthrowing it, so that it ^^lay 
along.^^ That can be nothing else,^^ replied the listener, 
“than the sword of Gideon, the son of Joash, a man of 
Israel — ^his God has delivered Midian and all our host into 
his hand," 

Eetuming, with a grateful heart, he now sent off thjs 
three companies at once to their posts, and, on the signal 
being given, about eleven o^clock at night,* the hills around 
blazed with three hundred torches, and echoed with the 
blast of three hundred horns, and the fierce war shouts of 
the assailants. A panic instantly seized the unorganized 
Arab camp, encumbered with herds and camels, besides 
women and children. Piecing for life, amidst wild cries 
of alarm, each thinking his neighbour an enemy, the vast 
multitude poured in hideous confusion down the steep and 
rough descent of Wady el Jalud, towards the ford of the 
Jordan, to reach their own side of the stream. But Gideoji 
would not let them escape. The thousands of the northern 
tribes who had come out to his aid, were instantly sent in 
pursuit; and messengers hastened off through all the hill 
country of Ephraim, to rouse the men of that great tribe, to 
seize the fords in their territory, and cut off the fugitives. 

* The bei^iiiiig of the middle watch. There were three : from euxiBet to 10 
toi.; fromlOtoSa.li.; and from 8 ▲.]!. to simrlBe. 
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Part had already, however, made their escape for the time, 
probably over the ford of Beth-Bara, just above the entrance 
of the Jalud into the Jordan, but Ephraim reached the 
lower fords in time to arrest the retreat of the great body 
of the flying hordes, with their two secondary leaders, the 
sheiks Oreb and Zeeb. The slaughter here was so terrible, 
that Isaiah speaks of the disaster that overtook the Arabs, 
as only to be ranked with that of Egypt at the Bed Sea, or 
the destruction of the host of Sennachei^.' Nor is he 
alone among the sacred writers, in this estimate of the 
greatness of Gideon^s victory. In imagery, both obvious 
and vivid, to every native of the hills and plains of Pales- 
tine, the author of the eighty-third Psalm* describes the 
enemy as driven over the uplands of Gilead, like the chaff 
blown from the threshing floors ; chased away like the 
rootless dry weeds, which come, in rolling globes, before 
the wind, over the levels of Esdraelon and Philistia ; as 
flying with the fierce haste and wild confusion of the flaines 
on a wooded mountain, as they leap from tree to tree and 
hill to hill, when by chance set on fire in the drought of 
a tropical climate. Among the rest, fell the two leaders : 
the one at a rock, which henceforth bore his name — Oreb ; 
the other at a wine-press, henceforth known as Zeeb.* 

Gideon, meanwhile, was no less resolute to make the vic- 
tory as decisive as possible. He had gained two battles, but 
a thirl was needed, and therefore crossing the Jordan, he 
and his men, faint, yet pursuing,^^ followed the course 
taken by Zeba and Zalmunna, the two emirs who had been 
over all the host, and at last overtook them at Karkor, per- 
haps near Kenath in the Hauran, and there finally scattered 
the remnant, numbering 10,000, who had still kept to- 
1 laa. X. S6. * Pb. Ixrxiii. IS, lA * Jodg. tU. SOw 
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gether, and took the two princes alive. Never was deliver- 
ance more complete. As we have already seen, the day of 
Midian, ^"with its confused noise and its garments rolled in 
blood/'’ was still fresh in the popular mind in the days of 
Isaiah/ and the Hebrew poet, in after ages, could find no 
fitter emblem of the destruction of the enemies of his people, 
than that their nobles should be made like Oreb and like 
Zeeb, and their princes as Zebah and as Zalmunna.* 

So magnificent a triumph raised Gideon at once to the 
highest honour, and led the tribes who had benefited so 
greatly by his leadership, to offer him kingly rank, for him- 
self and his family after him. But he was as modest as he 
was great and brave. The times, indeed, were not yet ripe 
for monarchy, though the union and strength it would* 
bring were overcoming the aversion of the nation to central 
power. Yet it is certain that few men have ever been fitter 
for the highest rank. Even his appearance was kingly." 
He could be stern when necessary, as when he ordered the 
elders of two towns east of the Jordan — Succoth and Penuel 
— that had refused to give food to his men, in their long 
pursuit of the common enemy, to be beaten to death with 
the terrible thorns of the acacia ; * but he could be wise and 
temperate also, as when he calmed the anger of Ephraim at 
not having been summoned to the fight in the beginning, by 
telling them that their victory, since it slew Oreb and Zeeb; 
was greater than his own, though he knew that the haughty 
tribe would not have followed him, a man of Manasseh, a 
tribe which Ephraim despised, and therefore we may pre- 
sume had not earlier called on them to come after him.* 

1 UtL. ix. 4, 5 * Pb. IxzxUl. 11. See altto 1 Sam. xli 11. lea. x. 26. Heb. xl. 82 . 

» Jndff vili. 18. 

« Judg. viii. l«. “Taught,” in our Tension, is translated “threshed,” in Ui0 
Septuaglnt, Vulgate, and by Gesenins and Bertbean. • Jndg. tUL 8. 
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The last notice of this great man throws a striking light 
on the imperfect religious ideas of the times. Instead of the 
royalty offered him, he had only asked for the golden ear- 
rings* taken from the Arab host, that he might dedicate 
them to Jehovah. But he did so in a way that shewed the 
superstitious darkness of the age. No less a weight of gold 
thus procured than 1,700 shekels, had been cast as a cheer- 
ful gift on his wide cloak, spread out on the ground to 
receive it. This he forthwith caused to be made into a gor- 
geous ephod, to be worn by himself, or by a Levite, as an 
oracle ; in superstitious and unauthorized imitation of the 
ephod of the high priest at Shiloh, from the Urim and 
Thummim on which Divine responses were given. Hence- 
forth tljj^t place was thus no longer the religious centre for 
the northern tribes ; Gideon^s oracle rising as a powerful 
rival to it. Nor was this all. The ephod seems ultimately 
to have become an object of idolatrous worship, leading the 
people astray from the service of Jehovah. But in so dark 
an age, with the Mosaic system so feebly established that 
Gideon, though not a priest, had himself been divinely or- 
dered to offer sacrifice,* it is easy to understand the error of 
even so stanch a worshipper of Jehovah. 

The noble fidelity which declined the crown, because Je- 
hovah was already the rightful king,* found little response 
in the bosom of some, at least, of those whom he had so 
nobly served. It was natural that among his numerous 
sons, ambition should shew itself after his death. He had 
imitated royalty in one point only — ^that of having numer- 
ous wives; one, a slave woman of Shechem,^ a son of 

^ Negem =s generally nose Jewels, but here, in the case of men having worn them, 
ear- rings. Tet as women also had been among the Midlanites, there would be noig 
Jewels also • Jndg. vi. 86. 

> Judg. viii. 88 . * Jndg. viii. 8t 
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whom exhibited a sad contrast to his father. The rich 
booty of all kinds yielded by the great victory over Midian, 
had doubtless caused great changes in a people so simple, 
and introduced a taste for show, and a pride of life, which 
would especially be seen in the towns. A closer union with 
the eagerly commercial Phoenicians was one of the results ; 
the larger towns becoming, more than hitherto, marts for 
Canaanitish merchandise, and homes for colonies of the 
heathen. Apparently to give these foreigners security for 
their persons and property, and to protect their caravans, 
coming and going, leagues were formed, under the sanction 
of their god, Baal-berith or El-berith, the protector of the 
covenant,^^ and a temple was allowed to be built to him in 
Shechem,* and perhaps in other towns also. 

In this growing prosperity local rivalries found a proper- , 
tionate impulse. Ophrah, which was probably a Manassite 
town, seemed likely to throw Shechem, the old capital of 
Ephraim, into the shade, by the presence and influence of 
Gideon^s sons, who bore themselves, as a whole, worthily 
of their great father. But Abimelech, his one unworthy 
son, lent himself only too readily to the jealous hatred of 
the haughty tribe. Seeing his opportunity for personal ad- 
vancement, in the heated state of local feeling, he planned 
with his mother’s family in Shechem, that the city and its 
connected towns should choose him for king, and thus raise 
themselves, finally, above Ophrah. It was better for them, 
he hinted, to be ruled over by one man than by s ev^pt y. the 
number of Gideon’s sons. Besides, he was their bone and 
their flesh." The bait took. A subsidy was procured from 

> OraetE thinks that the leag^ae was not one of Israelitlsh towns among them* 
selves, bat rather for the protection of foreigners only. Hence, he says, Gaal and 
his brethren, who^were not Isnelitea, were only sent away by Abimelech— not 
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the temple of Baal in Shechem, and giren to Abimelech^ 
and with this he raised a band of men^ such as troublous 
times always produce, ready to do anything required of 
them. With these he at once began war on his brothers, 
whom he finally overcame and ruthlessly put to death — 
apparently by beheading — on one stone." • 

One, however, Jotham — Jehovah is perfect" — escaped 
the massacre, and made his way to Mount Gerizim, which 
overlooks the sweet valley of Shechem,’ at the very time 
when the men of the city and neighbourhood had assembled 
below, round the oak of the watch-post," or of the mon- 
ument" — ^perhaps the memorial erected by Joshua* — to hail 
Abimelech as king ; * the %st in the history of Israel. Sud- 
denly, however, Jotham, who had inherited the sagacity and 
ready wit of his father and grandfather, presented himself 
high overhead on one of the rocky spurs that project from 
Gerizim, and from its inaccessible security broke forth to 
the astonished multitude in a striking address ; the earliest 
recorded Parable ; forcing them to hear his solemn warning 
against the course they were pursuing. The imagery he 
employed was taken from the scene around. In the fables 
of India and Greece, beasts and birds are supposed to speak 
or act, but in Palestine the vegetable world is introduced, 
and in no spot in the land was there such a luxuriance of 
verdure as at his feet. The trees," said he, ^^once sought 
a king, and came in turn to the olive, the fig tree, and the 
vine, asking each successively to reign over them. They 
all, however, declined to exchange their honoured useful- 
ness in bearing fruit, for barren gloiy. ' Should I,* said the 

> It is 1,000 feet broad between Ebal and Gerizim. Bob. PoEfeff., toI. iiL p. 810. 

3 Josh xxiv 26 See Bertbean, Bichter, p. 189. 

• The men of Shechem are said to have joined with ** all the hooee of MUlo,** 
apparendy a tonresa " near S h ech em . 
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olive, ^ the chief of all the trees in the valley of Shechem, 
leave my fatness, which gods and men extol in me, to wave 
over the trees ^ Should I forsake my sweetness,^ said the 
fig tree, ^ with its broad green shade, and my good fruit, to 
wave over the trees ? ^ ^ Should I leave my wine, which 

cheereth gods and man," said the trailing vine, ^ and go to 
wave over the trees ? " But the worthless thorn-bush had 
no such scruples. It eagerly grasped at the dignity when 
offered it, and boastingly promised to take faithful subjects 
under its shadow ; as if, in its meanness, it could protect 
anything ; but threatened to burn up all who resisted it, 
even the mighty cedars of Lebanon. If,’" continued 
Jotham, ‘^your choice of Abimelech, the meanest of my 
father"s sons, for king, be what Gideon"s memory deserves, 
for the victory that freed you from Midian — Abimelech, 
who has killed all my father"8 true-born sons but myself — 
may you find joy in each other ! But if it be not, a fire will 
come from the worthless thorn-bush you have this day 
raised over you, that will bum you up ; ay, and a fire will 
break out fropa you that will devour him ! "" These words 
uttered, he disappeared, making his way to Beor, apparently 
in the far-off tribe of Benjamin. 

The frightful policy by which Abimelech had sought to 
secure his position, by the murder of his brothers, formed 
an evil precedent in Israel. Long after, it was repeated by 
Jehu, in his extermination of Ahab"s family,* and by Atha- 
liah in the massacre of AhaziaVs children.* Similar barbar- 
ity seems, indeed, to have been familiar to the East in all 
ages. In Turkey it prevailed till a generation ago, and in 
Persia it is still the practice to blind the brothers of a Shah, 
and any other collateral heirs to the throne, at the com- 

i literal meaning. * 2 Kings x. 1-7. * 2 Kings zl. 1. 
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mencement of a new reign.* Such a beginning of Abime- 
lech^s royalty shewed his character, and he remained true to 
it throughout. Heartlessly selfish, unprincipled, and un- 
scrupulous, it was not long before lie roused his subjects to 
rebellion. Affecting the king, he had an army, a revenue, 
and the beginning of an administration, in the person of a 
viceroy, Zebul, whom he left in charge of Shechem, while 
he himself moved to Aruma, possibly el’Ormeh, six miles 
south-east of Shechem.* His tyranny, meanwhile, became so 
insupportable, that bands from Shechem waylaid and plun- 
dered all connected with him, whom they could catch, and 
even tried to entrap himself. Gaal, a Canaanite of Shechem, 
sent thither from Abimelech with armed men, apparently 
to put down the townsmen, presently fraternized with them. 
A merry-making at the vine harvest, held in the temple of 
Baal * — ^for the Canaanite worship had rooted itself thus early 
in Isi’ael — ^brought matters to a head by a wild, traitorous 
speech of Gaal, in which he proposed to dethrone Abime- 
lech, and, as one of the old race, himself to rule over his 
brethren. This treason Zebul instantly reported to his mas- 
ter, who shewed that he inherited the energy of his father, 
if not his moral worth. Gaal and his men were soon de- 
feated and expelled from the town,^ and a second fight, on 
the next day, overthrew the men of Shechem and left it 
in the cruel hands of Abimelech ; who, after killing all he 
could find, threw down the houses, and sowed the ground 

* Lady M’Neil wife of the late ambassador In Persia, one day saw one of the 
princes, a boy of ten, with a handkerchief tied over his eyes, groping about the 
apartment. On askingwh.it he was doing, the lad replied that he knew his eyes 
would lie put ont when the king, his father, died, and he was trying what it meant 
to be blind His father had had the throne secnred to him by his uncle, the fonner 
king, having exterminated all the seed royal." In oiir o\\ n day King Thebao, in 
Barmah, has done the same thing to make hU own throne safe. 

» Jkti. Mem„ ii. S87. • Judg. ix. 27. * Judg ix. 41. 
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with salt, as if to curse it and make it barren henceforth. 
A remnant of the population had, however, fled to an inner 
chamber* in the temple of Baal, as a kind of stronghold, 
where they might hope to find a sanctuary. But Abimelech 
knew neither pity nor reverence. Marching with his men 
to the neighbouring hill, Zalmon — the shady, apparently 
the southern peak of Gerizim — he set the example of cut- 
ting down a bough with his own hands, and all with him 
doing the same, the whole returned, and having piled the 
mass of fuel on the part of the temple where the people 
were shut in, burned alive about a thousand men and 
women.* 

From Shechem he passed on to Thebez, the present 
Tubas, on the main road, about half way between Shechem 
and Bethshean, and tried the same plan with its inhabitants, 
who had fled to a strong tower in the city, after their first 
defeat. But the curse of Jotham was on his track. As he 
pressed close to the tower, to help in laying the fuel to burn 
it, a woman cast down on him an jipper millstone, and 
fractured his skull, leaving him only life enough to ask his 
armour-bearer to run him through, to save him the shame 
of dying by a woman^s hand.* 

In the wild confusion of the times, Tola, a man of Issa- 


> “ An hold ** a a sunken chamber. 

■ The ** house of Millo/* Judg. ix. 80, Is understood by Bertheau to have been the 
name for the stronghold to which the inhabitants of Shechem fled (pp. 46-48). He 
thinks it was probably on Mount Oerlzim. Graetz, on the contrary, considers Mig- 
dal Shechem (the tower of Shechem) was a town near Shechem. The ‘*hold,*' be 
imagines, was a subterranean entrance, through which Abimelech, like Pelissier with 
the Arabs in our own day, killed those inside by the smoke. 

» So King Pyrrhus was killed at Argos by a heavy tile thrown on his head by the 
mother of a woman whose sou was in danger. Falling insensible from his horse, 
a Greek presently beheaded him So, also, at Ceuta, is shown a «toiiu n ith which a 
woman from a tower fractured the skull of the Portugues ‘ commander of one of the 
■feges of the town. Urquhart's JHilar of Hercules^ vol. i. p. 96. 
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cliar^ perhaps a connection of Abimelech/ rose next^ so far 
as we know, to the leadership ; but nothing is told of his 
deeds, either in peace or war, except that he defended the 
northern tribes for twenty-three years from whatever dan- 
gers imperilled them. But while on the west of Jordan 
there was only a struggle for existence, the Manassites or 
Gileadites, on the east of the river, were enlarging their 
boundaries. They, also, had suffered from a branch of the 
Midianites who ranged over the desert slopes beyond the 
Hauran, but had burst on Gilead each spring, in desolating 
raids. From these insatiable foes Gideon had delivered 
them, and his victory had even extended the territory of the 
tribe. Meanwhile, at its head, stood the Gileadite, Jair — 

God gives light ” — a vigorous and successful leader, who 
kept such an approach to royal state that his thirty sons 
rode, like princes, on as many ass colts. Under him, new 
tracts were won, but what districts his conquests included 
is not told. They were, however, extensive enough to be 
known, from the encampments they afforded, as the tent 
villages of Jair,® each of them having one of his sons as its 
sheik. Beyond this nothing is told of his judgeship. 

The Arab patriarchal government, or fragmentary isola- 
tion, had now lasted three hundred years, with ever-increas- 
ing disaster and anarchy as its result. Everywhere the 
national spirit was dying away, and the national religion 
decaying. The tribes were, in part, being lost in the 
heathen communities around. In the northern parts, the 
idols of Syria* and of Sidon replaced Jehovah, or were wor- 
shipped with Him. On the south-west those of the Philis- 
tine^ and on the east, those of Moab and Ammon, had 

* So Vulgate and Septuagint. * Havoth Jair. 

» The Hebrew words for “to divine,” “to practise magic,” “idol prieets,” and 
others, similar, aro from the Syrian. 
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many followers.’ But this apostasy only increased the gen- 
eral misery. East and west, at once, enemies harried them, 
for they had no strength, such as union gives, to hold their 
ground. The necessity for a monarchy was being brought 
home to all. While the Canaanites, under kings, had been 
steadily recovering national vigour, the Hebrews of the west 
had decayed, and those of the east were sinking into mere 
tent Arabs. The old Canaanite race of Ammon, crushed by 
their forefathers under Joshua, had risen once more to for- 
midable power, and not only lorded it over Gad and Reuben, 
but, crossing the Jordan, invaded Judah, Benjamin, and 
Ephraim. Nor was the western side of the country less 
harassed, for there the Philistines, from the sea-coast, were 
plundering and spoiling far and near. 

Deliverance was at last effected on the east of the Jordan 
by Jephthah, a Gileadite of the tribe of Manasseh, whose 
history and character are a vivid illustration of the dark 
unsettledness of the age. An illegitimate son, he had been 
driven from home by his brothers, and thenceforward betook 
himself to a wild, marauding life, on the borders of the 
tribe, at the head of such a band as evil times make possible. 
With them he had for years maintained a rough life, levy- 
ing imposts on weak Ammonite towns, plundering caravans, 
and surprising villages, like the Arabs of those and later 
days. His fame, such as it was, had thus gradually spread 
over Gilead, and led at last, when the bondage to Ammon 
grew unendurable, to a deputation of elders being sent to 
him from a great encampment ” of the local tribes of 
Mizpeh, presumably the ‘^watch-tower” raised by Jacob to 
mark the limits of his own district, and those of Laban^s. 
High on a hill-top, it had become a local sanctuary and 

> Jndg. X. a 



GIDEON TO SAMSON. 


575 


place of assembly, where, as in this case, the tents of the 
Hebrews, now virtually wandering Bedouins, were from 
time to time pitched when a council was to be held. 

Eeligious disintegration had, indeed, gone so far that, 
besides the one authorized centre of worship at Shiloh, there 
were "‘TheMizpeh” and the altar of "^Ea^^ among the 
eastern tribes ; Ophrah, in Manasseh ; Dan, in the north, 
and Gilgal, on the Jordan, with perha2)s others. 

The object of the deputation to Jephthah, was to implore 
him to return, to head a rising. But his wild, haughty soul 
had felt deeply his expulsion, and he would only consent to 
come back on the solemn oath, sworn on the altar of the 
local sanctuary at Mizpeh, that, if he freed the land, he — the 
banished one — should be its ruler for life. On this condi- 
tion he put himself at the head of the tribe, and, after fruit- 
less attempts at negotiation, burst on the enemy with such 
fury that he swept them before him over the uplands, from 
Minnith, near Heshbon, to the Meadow of the Vines, near 
Rabbah, and took from them twenty towns.* 

The messages Jephthah had sent the Ammonites shew 
that the great deeds God had wrought for Israel in former 
days, had been handed down among the tents of the eastern 
tribes, and doubtless in the homes of the western, from 
generation to generation, as cherished traditions, which 
might yet bring back the nation to its ancient religious 
life. But contact with Moab and Ammon, and the worship 
of their sanguinary gods along with Jehovah, or in His 
stead, had given Jephthah a creed, in which zeal for God 
was darkly mingled with heathen ideas, borrowed from 
the rites of Chemosh ; whom he seems to have recognized 

> The phra«>e, The Spirit of the Lord coming on Jephthah^'' is explained in the 
Talmud ae, Force of mind for great niidertakings, and bodily stoength,^* being 
granted him * a sense which has a de^'' wid wi^e meaning 
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as in some sense a true divinity.* In the excitement of 
anticipated battle, he had vowed to devote as a burnt offer- 
ing to Jehovah whomsoever should come out of the 
doors of his house, to meet him on his triumphal return, if 
victory were granted him. He had been accustomed to see 
human sacrifices offered to Chemosh, and knew how Balak 
long ago, in the extremity of his terror, had proposed to 
bum his eldest son.* Religious teaching of a purer kind he 
had had none, for Shiloh was far away in Ephraim, with 
which Gilead had, in these centuries, ceased to have any 
relations of friendliness. In his fierce, superstitious igno- 
rance, he fancied, doubtless, that a slave, if the first to greet 
him as he came back, would be pointed out, by the fact of 
his doing so, as a specially acceptable sacrifice to Jehovah,- 
But, as it happened, the news of his splendid deeds had out- 
run his approach to Mizpeh, and his only child — a young 
daughter — in her pride at her father^s glory, had pre- 
pared a welcome for him, with the songs and dance with 
which heroes returning from war were met, and this, in 
her innocent joy, she led.* The bearing of father and 
daughter in so sad a calamity is equally striking. He is 
crushed by its greatness ; but she rises with a noble grand- 
eur of soul above her own sorrow, and, in her darkened 
conceptions of God, almost glories that He has granted the 
victory, even at the price of her agonizing death. Her grand - 
submission shews how deeply rooted in that age was the idea 
that human sacrifice was due to the gods. She only asks 
that she be left for two months, to bewail her early unmar- 
ried end — so sad to Hebrew women — in the lonely depths 
of the mountains. Then comes the last awful scene : "" He 


> Jndg. xl. M. 

> Mie. Tl. 7. 


* liitenlly so. Jndg. xi. 81 
Jndith XT. 12, 18. 
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did with her according to his vow/' Xo wonder that such 
a story should linger in the popular memory, and that, for 
generations after, the maidens of the land, in sympathy 
with such a victim of mistaken devotion — the first and last 
human sacrifice offered by well-meaning ignorance to Jeho- 
vah — should bewail her fate, and praise her grand resigna- 
tion to it, on the hills which had witnessed her last days. 

Only one other incident is told of JephthaliV rule, but it 
marks his character in its darkest shades. He had asked 
aid from the haughty tribe of Ephraim, west of the Jordan, 
in his great struggle with Ammon, and they had refused it. 
But, quarrelsome as they were proud, they no sooner heard 
of his victory, than they sent an insolent message to him, 
asking why he had not sought their help, and telling him 
that they would burn his house with fire for not having done 
so; backing their words by invading Gilead with a huge 
force. Statesman-like and gentle, Gideon had, in a similar 
case, soothed angry passions by soft words ; but Jephthah 
returned defiance for defiance, and marched out to drive 
them back. It was hard, indeed, for the wounded pride of 
Gilead to stand the taunt, that they had fled from the Am- 
monites into Ephraim and into Western Manasseh ; * hard 
because it was probably true ; but an evil like civil war was 
worth avoiding by at least an attempt at the restoration of 
friendship. In the battle that followed, Ephraim, with all 
its boasting, was defeated, and then came a dire crime. 
Hurrying his men to the fords of the Jordan, Jephthah 
ordered them to kill every fugitive Ephmimite seeking to 
cross. To pronounce a given test-word. Shibboleth, as Sib- 
boleth, was enough. Whoever did so was remorselessly 
killed as belonging to Ephraim. How savage and revenge- 

' Jttd^. xiL 4. 


VOL. n.-*? 
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ful the soul, that in such a quarrel carried out its hatred by 
slaughtering, as we are told he did, by this test, forty-two 
thousand of his brethren ! Other judges have been called 
Shofetim — the name for the staid and dignified Phoenician 
magistrates ; the manners of the Ephraimites perhaps shew 
us why Jephthah was only called Katzia, a leader. 

The low ebb to which Israel had sunk in her eastern tribes 
had its counterpart in the south-west. A new enemy, des- 
tined to give huge trouble in the future, was now rising into 
strength. The Philistines, though mentioned in the distant 
times of Abraham, and originally employed by the Egyptian 
kings, as mercenaries, to garrison the five towns of the ex- 
treme south of Palestine, had already formed them into a 
seemingly independent confederacy in the days of Joshua, 
ruling from the river of Egypt to Ekron.^^ * They did 
not rise to formidable strength, however, as an aggressive 
power, till the latter part of the age of the Judges. Their 
name, from which that of Palestine is derived, means 
^^the strangers or immigrants;* but, as we have seen, 
they were really Phosnicians long settled in the Nile Delta.* 
There seem, indeed, to have been successive arrivals, the 
last in the time of Rameses III., who was reigning about the 
yearB.c. 1200,* that is, about the time of Jephthah.* An 
attack on Egypt by Philistines, among other tribes, had 
been driven back by that prince, but many of the invaders, 
instead of returning to their own countries, had preferred 
to enter the service of their conqueror, as mercenaries ; the 

> Jx»h. xlii. 8 ; xv. 4, 47. 

> It is litenlly Plischti, wMch Msspero notes u recBlling Pelasgi. 

• Vol. 1. p 808. * Brugsch, toI. U. p. 9 

* Conder*8 Handbook^ p. 19 PhcenicU wu in Egyptian, and (Gaph- 

tor), “Greater Phoenicia," was the name of the Delta, from the PboBnician settle- 
menta in it, from which Scripture telle ns the/ came. Gen. x. 14. See also 1 Chron. 
1 13 ; Amoa ix. 7. 
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Philistine part of them obtaining permission to settle among 
their brethren of earlier immigrations, in the south-west of 
Palestine ; to guard Egypt from the north.* 

The territory thue reinforced by such a military colony, 
commanded the passes to the mountain home of Israel. 
G-aza, Askelon, Ashdod, Ekron, and Gath, its five cities, had 
long been famous, but now became dangerously strong, 
Thothmes III., Seti I., and Eameses II., as has been 
noticed, had kept garrisons of Philistine mercenaries at 
Gaza,* and the last of these monarchs had stormed and 
taken Askelon, after a rebellion, about the same time as 
Deborah overthrew Sisera on Esdraelon.* The original pop- 
ulation — the Avites * — had long been degraded to the service 
of these fierce masters, who, however, had adopted their lan- 
guage and their religion. In Joshua^s day the cities of the 
Philistine plain are not included in the lists of those held 
by Judah, though their district had been assigned to that 
tribe.* The fear of rousing Egypt, and the strength of 
the Philistines, had, in fact, kept Israel from attempting 
their conquest, and hence the Anakim,* chased from He- 
bron, and the Amorites, dispossessed of their mountains, 
found a safe refuge behind the walls of their cities, which 
became gradually the centres of small principalities, gov- 
erned by a military chief bearing the title of Seren, or 
sometimes, as at Gath, of king. These five dignitaries acted 
together, as heads of a confederation; offered in common 
the public sacrifices, and made war in concert, at the head 
of their respective contingents ; their principal force consist- 

I Maspero. p. 802 * Papyrus AnastasU HI., pi. v. 6. 

» Conder, p. 19. 

* ATites—dwellera in the iTTBh or lowlands. Lengerke. 

• Josh zil. 12. 

« Anakim » the long-necked^-that Is, gigantic.** Lengerke, |». 188. BidiiB, 
•rt.*«Enek." 
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ing of chariots, and archers, whose skfll was proverbial ii 
Israel.* 

Such was the nation with which Israel was to wage war 
with a splendid tenacity for the next hundred years. About 
this time, in the Providence of Grod, a child was bom, who 
was destined to rouse his countrymen to their long struggle 
for independence, if not during his life, at least by his ever 
growing fame after his death. The birth of Samson is the 
opening of a new period, which culminated in the reign of 
David, but, as such, it belongs to the glorious age it intro- 
duced, rather than to the gloomy past which it in a manner 
closed. 

> See on this whole snbject, Starke, Gaza und dis PhilistdiseAe JSUSste. Hitzlft 
JHe PAUitOer, Jena, 1862. 
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483 ; chariots of war in, 537. 

Ganaanites, flight of, before Joshua, 
462-3 ; fugitives in Nubia, traces 
of, 463 ; cnariots and armour of, 
483, 485 ; religion of the, 513 ; 
pilgrimages of the, 518. 

Canaanitish emigrants to Africa, 
529. 

Captives in Egypt, treatment of. 

Caravan journey. Palmer’s descrip- 
tion of, 241-2. 

Caravans, league of Baal-berith 
formed for protection of, 568. 

Cattle, death of, by murrain, 171. 

Cave-men, 87. 

Census taken, 343, 422. 

Chairs, Egyptian, 125-6. 

Charcoal, Arab trade in, 250. 

Chariots, 483. 

Charms, 60, 149 n. 

Children, food of Egyptian, 13, 

Church and State, 295. 

Christians, double-minded, 411. 

Circulating medium in Egypt, 102- 
108. 

Circumcision, 116, 442-3 ; Josh- 
ua’s stone knives for, 503. 

Copper, early use of, 261-4. 

Covenant, Book of the, 308 ; re- 
newal of the, 323. 

Covenants, Arab, 310. 

Crimesus, battle of, parallel to 
Deborah’s victory, 551. 

Crocodile, worship of, 87. 

Cromlechs, on the hills near the 
River Jabbok, 399. 


Dan, position of tribe of, 496-7. 

Dances, sacred, 217, 815, 316, 

Darkness, pla^e of, 177 ; that 
may be felt,” explanation of, 
177 n. 

Dead, Book of the, 131 ; honours 
paid to the, in Egypt, 202. 

Dead Sea, 488, 452. 

Deborah, 511, 539 ; village of, 
542 n. ; song of, 650-5 ; victory 
of, results of, on Israelites* future, 
660. 


Delta, fertility of, 6, 7. 

Desert of the Wanderings, 869, 
Dew in the East, 562. 
Disinfectants used in Egyptian 
palace, 125. 

Dynasty, Eighteenth, expiration 
of, 76, 


Eastern thrones, barbarous means 
of securing, 570-1. 

Ebal and Gerizim, law read at, 
450, 467 ; description of, 464. 
Edom, refusal to let Israelites pass 
through, 389. 

Edrei, 403-4. 

Eglon, death of, 533. 

E^pt, meaning of word, 1 ; dei- 
fication of sovereigns of, 5, 6, 31, 
62, 74-5 ; monuments of ancient, 
6, 7 ; tombs of, Job’s description 
of, 8 ; dykes of, 8, 9 ; day in, 10 ; 
night in, 10 ; huts, Hebrew, 
in, 11 ; gnats, clouds of, in, 18 ; 

P lants, luxuriant growth of, in, 
4 ; vegetables of, 14 ; peasants’ 
food in. 14 ; university-city of, 
14 ; temples of, 22, 23 ; court 
ceremonial of, 35 ; navigation 
of, 86, 38 ; pictures of every-day 
life and work in, 37 ; glory and 
prosperity of, 37, 88, 62 ; inva- 
sion of, by shepherds, 38, 89 ; 
vast intrenched camp in, under 
Hyksos, 39 ; naval ofiBcer of, 
interesting story of a, 46, 47 ; 
building of, length of time re- 
quired in raising, 48 ; and Ca- 
naan, common origin of the 
peoples of, 49 ; painting of, em- 
blematic, 50 ; religions of, 79 ; 
Clement of Alexandria’s ac- 
count of the gods of, 79, 80 ; 
Strabo’s visit to sacred croco^ 
dile, 80 ; influence of religion in, 
on the Hebrews, 77, 78 ; tri- 
umphal processions in, 50 ; im- 
moral influence of, on Hebrews, 
84; immorality of, 84, 85; slaves, 
cruelty to, and lower classes 
of, 97-8 ; sacred procession in, 
Clement of Alexandria’s da* 
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scription of, 130 ; invasion of, 
by Syrians, Greeks, etc., 154 ; 
Delta, the weak point of, 155 ; 
rods of office used in, 157 w.; 
terrible heat of, 157 ; wonder- 
workers of, 157-8 ; waters of, 
turned into blood, 160-5 ; frog, 
emblem of the sun, 165 n. ; frog 
divine in, 165 ; first-born, death 
of the, in, 184-5 ; breaking up 
of the kingdom of, after Exodus, 
213, 214. 

Egyptian, words incorporated m 
tlie Hebrew, 89 ; libraries, in- 
scriptions over, 132 ; spoils, 
taken m war, 154, 431-2 ; troops, 
ferocity of, 153 ; ceremonial 
cleanliness of, 166-8 ; trees, 
fondness of the, for, 174 n.: 
pilgrimages, religious, of the, 
176 n. ; armour, 218 n., 335. 

Eleazar, death and burial of, 536 ; 
^ared, as well as Joshua and 
Caleb, to enter Canaan, 526. 

Embalming, 203. 

Endor, 543. 

Ephraim, district held by tribe of, 
485 ; tribe of, disliked by other 
tribes, and reasons for their dis- 
like, 519. 

Esdraelon, plain of, 454, 485-7, 
643-4. 

Etham, 195. 

Exodus, description of the, 190-7 ; 
Egyptian account of the, 225-9. 

Fish, abundance of, in Egypt, 5. 

Flagellants, 316. 

Flax, importance of crops of, in 
Egypt, 173 n. 

Flies, fatal to horses, 167 ; plague 
of, 169 ; trouble caused at pres- 
ent day by, 170. 

Fly-gods, 168. 

Fresh canal, the, 33. 

Frogs, plague of, 165. 

Galilee, Sea of, 437. 

Garments, Assyrian, 458-9 n. 

Gaza, garrison at, 579. 

Gennesareth, meaning of, 419. 


Gibeon, cities confederated with, 
469-71. 

Gideon, 511. 515 ; rise of, 556 ; 
meaning of, 560 ; fleece of, 562 ; 
overthrows his father’s altars, 
561 ; stratagem of, 563 ; same 
stratagem amongst modern 
Arabs, 663 ; religion and super- 
stition of, 567; sons of, slaughter 
of, by Abimelech, 568-9. 

Gilead, 402, 420. 

Gilgal, circle of, 441-2 ; assembly 
held at, 485 ; Tabernacle at, 
499-500. 

Goshen, monotonous aspect of, 9 ; 
fertility of, 3-5 ; name of, still 
remaining, 2, 3 ; position of, 1 ; 
present condition of, 3-5. 

Grape-gathering, festival of, 524. 

Hail, plague of, 173. 

Hannibal, meaning of name, 516. 

Harosheth, 545, 

Hashop, reign of queen, 54, 55. 

Hawk, the sacred, 28, 

Hebrews, times of sojourn in 
Egypt, troubled, 45 ; occupa- 
tions of, before the Exodus, 77 ; 
civilization acquired in E^pt 
by, 85, 114-116 ; military unions 
of, 88 ; writing, the art of, 
amongfet, 89 ; organization of, 
in Egypt, 78, 88 ; Egyptian pol- 
icy of repression towards the, 92 ; 
rations given to the, 106 ; fear 
of Egyptians at the increase of, 
114 ; traditions respecting the, 
116 ; meaning of name, 148 ; 
desire of, to sacrifice in the 
wilderness, 152 ; forced labour 
of the, 154 ; in Egypt, religions 
training of, by Aaron, 179 ; bor- 
row from Egyptians, 180, 181 ; 
ecclesiastical year begins from 
day of Exodus of the, 181 ; proba- 
ble number of the, at Exodus, 
189, 240-1 n . ; permission given 
for the departure of the, 186 ; 
camping-place of, on east of Red 
Sea, 230 ; length of captivity of, 
in Egypt, 215 ; water supply. 
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difficulties of obtaining suffi- 
cient, 241 71.; quails sent for 
food, 243-4 ; idols, hold that 
they had on the minds of the, 
346, 387 ; immortality, ideas of 
among, 346-7 ; government of 
the, 349 ; camp of the, 349-351 ; 
march of, very toilsome, 353 ; 
fire sent by Goid to punish, 354 ; 
quails sent for punishment to 
the, 355 ; encampments, remains 
of, 355-6 ; names, Scripture, for 
individuals, 365 ; condemned to 
wander for forty years, 367 ; de- 
feated at Hormah, 367 ; clothing 
and food of, during wanderings, 
874 ; poetry, 398 ; aversion to 
government by an individual, 
510 ; Canaanites had same lan- 
guage as, 515 ; Canaanite inter- 
marriages amongst the, 517 ; 
slaves to Sidonians, 530; con- 
dition of, under later Jud^s, 
536 ; words for idolatry taken 
from Syrians by, 573. 

Heliopolis, temple of, 28. 

Hero-worship incompatible with 
honour to God, 117, 

High-pnesthood, hereditary, 527. 

Hittites, high civilization of, 63 ; 
great wars of the, 93. 

Hor, Mount, 391. 

Horeb, meaning of word, 147. 

Hornets, 406. 

Horse, first mention of the, in 
Egypt, 52 71. 

Hyksos, residence in Zoan of, 30 ; 
resemblance of present popula- 
tion to, 33 ; gradual civilization 
of, 41 ; etymology of word, 39 ; 

g ersonal appearance of the, 40 ; 

riven out of Egypt, 44 ; belief 
^ some that they were Israelites, 

Images put down by Josiah, 520 n. 
Immortality of soul, in Egypt, 
thought to depend on embalm- 
ment, 133. 

incantations and spells, 408-9. 
jnoense, $33-4. 


Isis, temple of, 16. 

Israel, chiefs of tribes of, 87 ; sub- 
dued by Jabin’s successor, 537 ; 
Kenites betray, 645 ; apostasy 
of, 674-5 ; worship, authonzed 
centres of, in, 576. 

Israelites, conquests of, moral 
aspect of the, 452 ; hanging 
amongst the, 461, 477 ; their 
conquests ascribed to Gnd, 499 ; 
simplicity of domestic life 
amongst, 506 ; justice dispensed 
at the gate by the, 507 ; elders 
amongst, 508 ; military organiza- 
tion unknown to, 508 ; idolatry 
of, various causes of, 512-13*; 
influence of heathenism on, 521- 
2 ; troubles after Joshua’s death, 
524-5. 

Jacob, dying words of, 86 ; well of, 
464 ; house of, 490. 

Jael, 475-6. 

Jasber, Book of, 474. 

Jebel Musa, Mount of Moses, 
138. 

Jebusites, meaning of, 517 n. 

Jehovah, worship of, 148. 

Jehovah Shalom, meaning of, 561. 

Jephthah, 511, 575 ; the vow of, 
575 ; daughter of, 576 ; quarrel 
of, with Ephraim, 577. 

Jericho, 441-5 ; rebuilding of, 461. 

Jerusalem, burning of, 490. 

Jethro, etymology of word, 135. 

Jews, salutations of the, 353 n, 

Joash, sons of, 560. 

Jordan, River, 435-8 ; crossing of, 
440-1. 

Joseph, wife of, 17 ; sale of, 35 ; 
Egyptian dynasties before, 85 ; 
vizier to Shepherd King, 42 ; 
high position of, 74 ; date of 

I his entrance into Egypt, 94 ; 
affection of the Egyptians for, 
116 ; burial of mummy of, in 
Palestine, 464, 485 ; House of, 
485-90. 

Joshua, character of, 434-435; 
slaughter of Canaanites by, 447^ 
8 ; victory over the five kings^ 
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47^7 ; sun commanded to stand 
still by, 475 ; age of, 483 ; Jabin 
and Canaanitish confederation 
overwhelmed, 482-4 ; retirement 
of from office of general, 500 ; 
death of, 501 ; supposed tomb 
of, 501-2, 503-4 ; renewal of na- 
tional covenant by, 510 ; and 
Saul, length of time between, 
524. 

Jotham, 569. 

Judah, tribe of, position of the, 
490. 

Judah and Israel, kings of, mostly 
apostates, 512. 

Judgment, future, in Ancient 
Egypt, 131. 

Kadesh Bamea, 363. 

Kadesh Naphtali, 540. 

Karnak, temple of, 56-59. 

Kenites, descendants of Abraham, 
134. 

Kiriath-jearim, 470. 

Kishon, the river, 543-4. 

Korah, children of, 459 ; Dathan 
and Abiram, 379^. 

Labyrinth, palace of the, 37. 

Lakes, traces of ancient, 247. 

Lamp, sacred, 333. 

Law, giving of, 301-2 ; the, tran- 
scribed for wider use, 522^. 

Lebanon, meaning of, 453. 

Leprosy, 220-9 ; Miriam afflicted 
with, 857. 

Levi, the tribe of, 86, 90, 116, 117, 
142-3, 320 ; legend respecting 
priesthood of, 338 ; means of 
support of tribe of, 498. 

Levites, poverty of, 519-20. 

Lice, plague of, 160-8. 

Locusts, plague of, 174-5. 

Machpelah, cave of, 492. 

Magicians, Eastern, 157 ; wine 
turned different colours by, 
164-5. 

Manna, 243, 246 ; and sweet syrup 
from trees, 24^, 251-^. 


Manuscript, ancient Samaritan, 
522-3. 

Marah, waters of, 232, 234-5. 

Marriage, of brothers with sisters, 
54 ; Hebrew women’s feelings 
about, 576. 

Massacre of all male Hebrew in- 
fants, 118. 

Measures, Jewish, names of, 89. 

Medicine, knowledge of, in Ancient 
Egypt, 131. 

Megiddo, 544-5. 

Mem non, statue of, 65, 

Memorials of campaigns of Ea- 
meses, 93. 

Memphis, seat of first Ej^ptian 
monarchy, 8 ; meaning of, 14 ri. ; 
secure site of, 14 ; Wiite Castle 
of, 15 ; Persian possession of, 
15 ; temples and priests of, 16 ; 
remains of, 17 ; founding of, 35. 

Menes, first Eg;^tian king, 35 ; 
civilization of Egypt under, 35, 
36. 

Menzeleh, Lake, 82. 

Merom, battle of, 489, 

Meroz, curse of the people of, 542, 
551, 554. 

Messengers, Eastern, speed of, 191. 

Micah, story of, 519-21. 

Midianites, battle with the, 418 ; 
invasion of, 556 ; ear-rings and 
nose-jewels of, 567 n. 

Milk, curdled, a soporific, 549. 

Millo, the house of, 572 n. 

Milton, Paradise Lost, 433. 

Mines, gold and minerals, 88, 52. 

Miriam, quick wit of, 123. 

Mirrors, Egyptian copper, 335. 

Mishor, 419. 

Mizpeh, sanctuary at, 575. 

Moab, uplands of, 397. 

Moabite stone, 401 n, 

Moeris Lake, a vast reservoir, 87. 

Moloch, worship of, 311, 316, 818. 

Monuments, antiquity of, 8 ; many 
in Palestine, 4^. 

Moses, miracles of, 33 ; parents 
of, 117 ; mother of, her high 
character, 117 ; birth, date of, 
117 ; ark of, similar story of 
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king of Agada, 118 ; birth- 
place, 119 ; name, etc., of the 
princess who saved, 130, 121 ; 
etymology of word, 122 ; child- 
hood, 123 ; Josephus’ account 
of, 129 ; beauty, 129 ; Jewish 
traditions respecting, 129 ; edu- 
cation of, 129, 130 ; flight of, to 
Midian, 133-4 ; name of son, 
135; influence of Sinai life on, 
135-6; slays Egyptian, 133, 145; 
circumcision of sons of, 150 w. ; 
leprosy of, 150 n. ; meeting of 
Aaron and, 151 ; rod of, changed 
to serpent, 150, 157 ; and Pha- 
raoh, relative ages of, 156 ; life 
of, threatened, 177 ; mighty 
nature of the undertaking of, 
192; song of, 217-19; reason for 
going through Sinai desert, 267- 
§ ; rock struck by, 277-88 ; and 
Jethro, meeting of, 293-4 ; ap- 
points judges, 295 ; pleads with 
Jehovah, 319, 323 ; horns of, 
explained, 323 n. ; strikes the 
rock, 883 ; writes the ninetieth 
Psalm, 883-5 ; poems of, 422; 
death of, 422-6 ; character of, 
425-8 ; legends respecting death 
of, 426-8 ; his advice as to kings, 
505 ; grandson of, poverty of, 
520. 

Mountains, holy, 140, l4l. 

Mount of God, 287. 

Mummies, remains of, 18, 19, 28, 
214. 

Mummy of Kameses discovered in 
1879. 91. 

Musical instruments of the He- 
brews, 221. 

Nain, 543. 

Names, and their meanings, numer- 
ous for towns, 33 ; secret, of 
gods, 377, 408-9 ; Hebrew and 
Canaanite, 516. 

N^htali, and its proud symbol, 

Navy, Solomon’s port for his, 395. 

Nebo, Mount, 423^. 

Necropolis of Memphis, 17, 16, 19. 


Negeb, or South Country,” 362, 
369-75. 

Nile, branches of, 7 ; breadth of 
the, 6 ; canals of the, 11 ; civili- 
zation in the valley of, 9 ; height 
of inundation of, 37 n, ; Herod- 
otus* remark about the, 6 ; old 
mouths of the, 7 ; inundations 
of, 10, 11, 15 ; Napoleon’s re- 
mark concerning the, 4 ; hymn 
to, 100; natural discolouration 
of, 162^ ; registration of the 
increase of waters of, during the 
inundation, 164 ; religious hom- 
age paid to the, 164. 

Kilometer, 16. 

Numbers, sujmosed magic power 
of some, 412. 

Oasis, eastern, what it is, 362. 

Obelisks, emblematic, 25, 

On, or Helio^lis, etymology of, 
22 w. ; description of temple of, 
25, 26 ; Hebrew residents in, 21 ; 
observatory of, 23 ; pantbeon 
of, 22 ; temple services at, 22 ; 
remains of, 29 ; founding of, 87. 

Onions, medicine for fever, 14 n. 

Oppression, the Hebrew, 90-92, 96. 

Oracles, 492, 518-20. 

Oreb and Zeeb, death of, 566. 

Osiiis, fables respecting, 29. 

Othniel, the “ Lion of God,” mar- 
riage of, to Caleb’s daughter, 
492 ; relations of, to Mesopo- 
tamia, 531-3. 

Paintings, fresco, preservation of, 
in the East, 468. 

Palestine, routes, various, and 
dangers of the same, from Egypt 
to, 222-6 ; eastern, 418-22 ; 
Strasburg, analogous name in, 
413 ; lions and other wild ani- 
mals in, 872, 430 ; wealth of 
kings of, 432 ; barley and flax 
harvest, 488-40 ; linen making 
in, 440 n. ; Maritime Plain, 455 ; 
mountains, height of, 452-3, 465; 
corn valley of, 464 ; date of con- 
quest ot, 467 f». ; divisioii ot, 
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among twelve tribes, 484-6 ; 
grapes of, 492 ; trees and water 
supply of, ^6-7 ; religious 
development favoured by posi- 
tion of, 511-12 ; prevailing idola- 
try in, 613 ; caravan roads 
thiough, 537 ; passes of, 530 ; 
fortresses of, ^8, 645, 669 ; 
palms in, 539 ; plains, insecurity 
of the, 557-8. 

Palm tree, 539. 

Papyrus plants, 120. 

Parable, Jotham’s, the earliest re-! 
corded, 669. | 

Passover, Mills’s description of 
modem observance of, 184-6 n. ; 
institution of the, 181-3 ; sym- 
bolical, 183 ; second celebration 
of. 343. 

Passports required, 100. 

Patriotism, difficulty for it to exist, 
509. 

Peasantry, condition of, 11, 12 ; 
99, 100. 

Pelusium, file at, in time of Moses, 
126. 

Pentateuch, Samaritan, 522. 

Petra, view from, 390. 

Pharaoh, coronation of the, 74-5 ; 
despotism of the, 83, 156 ; diffi- 
culty of the succession to the 
throne of the, 66-71 ; meaning 
of, 12 35 ; nurse of, position 

of, at court of the, 73 ; despo- 
tism of the, 83, 97 ; the, of the 
Exodus, 90-4 ; deification of the, 
166 n, ; ode addressed by court 
laureate to, 156 ; numerous 
family of, 152-3 ; hardening of 
his heart, 177 n. ; chariots of, 
200 ; delay in pursuing Hebrews, 
reasons for, 202 ; destruction of, 
with host, in Bed Sea, 210-11 ; 
Hebrews, pursuit of the, 199 ; 
Menephto^ death of son of, 187 ; 
Arab traditions respecting pun- 
ishment of, 239 ; represented as 
bringing water out of the look, 
267-S. 

Philistia and Sharon, plams of, 

464 . 


Philistines, cities of the, 679 ; rise 
of the, 578 ; and Eg^tians, re- 
lations between, 578^ ; archers 
and chariots of the, 579-80 ; 
civilization of the, 579-80, 

Phinehas, and Eleazar, tombs of, 
626-7 ; meaning of name, 528 ; 
character and work of, 627-8 ; 
mother of, 628. 

Phcenician colonies, 629. 

Phoenicians, strength of the, 529. 

Phoenix, worship of, 22, 82. 

Pilgrimages, religious, among 
Egyptians, 152 w. 

Pisgah, 423-4. 

Pithoin, or Succoth, 108-9, 194-5. 

Plague, first, 160 ; second, 165 ; 
third, 166 ; fourth, 168 ; fifth, 
170 ; sixth, 172 ; seventh, 173 ; 
eighth, 174 ; ninth, 176. God 
sends the. 320, 855, 880. 

Plagues of Egypt, a triumph over 
the local gods, 173, 179, 

Plato, his residence in On, 29. 

Priestesses of Amon, 128. 

Priesthood, rise of Aaronic, 336, 
342-3 ; tot-bora sons originally 
constituted the, 378-9. 

Priests, feet of, bare during wor- 
ship, 340 ; limited power of He- 
brew, 348. 

Prisoners of war, Assyrian and 
general, ancient treatment of, 
449-^1. 484. 

Prophets, 348, 357-8 ; and priests, 
dress of Egyptian, 128 ; meaning 
of, 146, 220 n. 

Pyramid, Cheops builder of Great, 
‘36 ; building of Great, 72 ; 
B3iu-n- Aten's, destruction of, by 
priests, 75-6, 

Pyramid, translation of word, 9. 

Pyramids, building o^ 8. 

Pyrrhus, king, killed in the same 
way as Abimelech, 572 

Qadees, wady, 363-4 ; Moses’ head- 
quarters at, for forty years, 364. 

Quails, fiights of, 244^. 

Quarries, Egyptian, 8, 9, 13, 48, 

98. 
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Bahab and the spies, 439. 

Bameses II., temple of, 31 ; city ! 
built by, 107 ; description of 
alace of, where Moses was 
rought up, 128 ; the persecutor i 
of the Hebrews, 00, 91 ; a great I 
builder, 93, 96, 97. I 

BarSekenen, leader of the great war I 
of independence, 43, 44 ; mummy 
of, unrolled in 1886, 44. 

Bed colour, symbol of evil in 
Egypt, 161-2, 172. 

Bed 8ea, derivation of name, 212 w., 
222, 240 ; Hebrews pass the, 
203^ ; passage of, description 
in Psalms, 210 ; locality of cross- 
ing-place, 203 ; traditions of 
crossing of, 221. 

Befu^, cities of, 498. 

Beligion, an index to a nation’s 
health and vigour, 531. 

Bespect, habits of, Eastern and 
Western, 148 n. 

Resurrection, belief of the ancient 
Egyptians in, 83. 

Sabbath, observation of, in wilder- 
ness, 253 n. 

Sacks, Oriental travelling, 471. 

Sacrifices, human, 22, 41i. 

Salt found in great quantity on 
land near Bitter Lakes, 206^. 

Samuel, reformation under, 515. 

Samson, limited authority of, 511. 

Sanctuary, 334-5. 

Sand whirlwinds, darkness pro- 
duced bjr, 177, 

Sarcophagi, 406. 

Saul, more Judge than king, 510 ; 
children of» called after idols, 
522. 

Seasons, the three Egjytian, 9. 

Seirath, meaning of, SSi n. 

Sentinels, unknown amongst 
Arabs, 564. 

Serapeion, 16, 17. 

Ser^nt, guardian genius of Cairo, 
ito n. ; worship, 159; the brazen, 
895. 

Serpents, amazing power of jug- 
glers over, 159 ; flying, 395-6. 


Seven, the number, 446 n. 

Seventy, council of, 849, 857. 
Shamgar, 585. 

Sheba, paraUel visit to that of the 
Queen of, 72. 

Shechem, capital of Palestine, 485 ; 
temple to Baal at, 668 ; valley 
of, &9. 

Sheiks, dress of, 659. 

Shephelah, the, 455-6. 

“ Shepherd,” meaning of, 1 n. 
Shibboleth, 577. 

Shiloh, religious metropolis of 
Palestine, 600 ; weakness of 
priests’ teaching at, 623-4. 

Shur, wilderness of, 282, 

Sidon, wealth of, 530. 

Simeon, tribe of, 491, 496. 

Sin, wilderness of, ^1, 359, 361 ; 
deity of, 296 n, 

Sinai, forests of, 136 ; peninsula, 
description of, 135 ; flora and 
fauna of, 186, 187 ; mineral 
springs in, 239 ; mines, 240, 250, 
259 ; physical appearance of, 239, 
240, 258, 279, 358^9 ; thirst and 
terrible heat described by Bur- 
ton, 233 ; trees at, diminution of 
rain-fall by destruction of, 247 ; 
population of, 249, 250 ; mines, 
account of terrible sufferings in, 
262 ; inscriptions, 269-75 ; date 
of inscriptions, 260; hieroglyphic 
inscriptions at ancient mines, 
264-5 ; Law, mountain of the, 
281-7, 296-7. 

Sineha, flight of, from Egypt, 183. 
Sirbonis, quicksands and bogs of, 
223. 

Sisera, 541 ; meaning of name, 545 ; 

death of, 549-50 ; the mother 
I of, 554. 

I Slave-hunts in Egypt, 97. 

Slaves, Egyptian, 7 n., 96, 97 ; 

[ fugitive, m ancient Egypt, 114- 
I 115, 

Slingers, dexterity of, 541, 

Soul, immortality of the, Egirptian 
doctrine of the, 83. 

Sounds, distant, distinctness of, iu 
the East, 468. 
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Sphinx, the Great, 61. 

Spies, sending forth of the, 364. 

“Spirit of the Lord,” explained, 
575 n. 

“Spring of trembling,” 562. 

Standards, ancient, 350 n. 

Stars fighting against Sisera, mean- 
ing of, 554 n. 

Stephen of Byzance, 121. 

Stoning to death, 376-8. 

Store cities, 106. 

St. Paul, route to Caesarea, 472-3. 

Strabo, visit of, to Heliopolis, 29. 

Strikes of labourers, 104^. 

Suez Canal, 204-7. 

Sun, Spring of the, 21. 

Sunset, description of, 10. 

Sursuks, Syrian bankers, 544. 

Tabernacle, badger skins in the, 
137, 327, 321-4 ; furniture of, 
331 ; veil of the, 325-6 ; wine 
prohibited priests before enter- 
ing the, 343, 

Tablets, clay, recently discovered, 

66 ; some written by Tushratta, 

67 ; some by various kings, 69, 
70. 

Tabor, Mount, description of, 542 ; 
tribes which took part in battle 
of, 542. 

Taskmasters, 12, 13, 36, 99, 106, 
112, 133, 143. 

Tent-life, effect of, on Beuben, 
Gad, and Manasseh, 419-21. 

Tents, rapidity with which Orient- 
als strike their, 236 ; Arab, 548. 

Thebes, Ebers’ description of 
crowd in, 12, 13 ; remains of, 17. 

Theocracy, Josephus invents the 
word, 347. 

Thothmes III., the Egyptian Alex- 
ander the Great, 56. 

Thothmes IV., dream of, 62, 68. 

Tola, 572-3. 

Tombs, illumination of, 502. 

Torches, modern Egyptian, 568. 

Torrents, 248-9. 

Travelling among Orientals, 257-8. 


Trees, large size of, 16. 

Tribes, number of the Hebrew, 85- 
87 ; relative positions of the ten, 
85-6 ; simplicity of organization 
of the twelve, 505-6 ; commerce 
almost entirely unknown 
amon^, 506-7. 

Troy and Carthage, curses on, 451 n. 

Trumpets, 446 ; of war, 584^. 

Turquoise mines, 8, 36, 259. 

Universities of Egypt, 23. 

Unleavened bread, feast of, 184. 

Urim and Thummim, 340-2 ; not 
mentioned after David’s time, 
342. 

Venus, the Assyrian, 118 n. 

Venus and Astarte worshipped, 
514. 

Victory, songs of, 60. 

Walls, Egyptian fortified, 1, 2, 8. 

War, ferocious cruelty in the 
usages of, 491, 558, 577-8. 

Water, plants used for sweetening; 
234r^. 

Water-carrier, 118. 

Weapon, ox-goad used as, 535-6. 

Wheat, threshing, 560. 

Women, apartments of, in tents, 
etc., 548. 

Workman, wretched condition of 
the, in Egypt, 101-5. 

Year, fixed length of, 23. 

Zeba and Zalmunna, 558 ; capture 
of, 565. 

Zebulon, position of, 488. 

Zipporah, meaning of, 135. 

Zoan, Egyptian scribe’s description 
of , 4 ; a PhcBnician colonv, 29 ; 
date of, 29 ; ruins of, 80 ; ^anis, 
capital of Lower Egypt in 
Joseph’s day, 7 ; description oL 
155 ; meeting of Pharaoh and 
Moses at, 153. 
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